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THE HOUSE JOURNAL 
SIXTH CONGRESS 
1841 - 1842 


ROLL OF REPRESENTATIVES 


KENNETH L. ANDERSON, for County of San Augustine. 
JOHN W. Bower, for County of Refugio. 

JOHN Brown, for County of Nacogdoches. 

JOHN CALDWELL, for County of Bastrop. 

Lours P. COOKE, for County of Travis. 

JON W. DAncy, for County of Fayette. 

WILLIAMSON DANIELS, for County of Colorado. 
NICHOLAS H. DARNELL, for County of San Augustine. 
THOMAS M. DENNIS, for County of Matagorda. 

AN A 2 ' for County of San Patricio. 
ROBERT M. FORBES, for County of Brazoria. 
ANDREW J. FOWLER, for County of Lamar. 

JESSE GRIMES, for County of Montgomery. 

JAMES A. HEAD, for County of Navasota. 

WILLIAM M. HEWITT, for County of Shelby. 
Liat onan Ge } for County of Milam. 
WILLIAM L. HUNTER, for County of Goliad. 
JOHN B. JONES, for County of Galveston. 
WILLIAM E. JONES, for County of Gonzales. 
JONATHAN H. KUYKENDALL,’ 
Davip Y. Portis,’ 

WILLIS H. LANDRUM, for County of Sabine. 
ALBERT H. LATIMER, for County of Red River. 
THOMAS MCCONNELL, for County of Victoria. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD, for County of Nacogdoches. 
JOHN D. Morris, for County of Bexar. 
GUSTAVUS A. PARKER, for County of Fort Bend. 
Isaac PARKER, for County of Houston. 

GEORGE A. PATTILLO, for County of Jefferson. 
ROBERT A. PENNALL, for County of Jasper. 
WILLIAM N. PORTER, for County of Bowie. 
CHARLES H. RAYMOND, for County of Robertson. 
Moses F. ROBERTS, for County of Shelby. 

Top ROBINSON, for County of Brazoria. 

Tuomas F. SMITH, for County of Fannin. 
PATRICK USHER, for County of Jackson. 


for County of Austin. 


1Alanson Ferguson’s election, which was contested by Lindsay S. Hagler, was 
declared unconstitutional, and Simeon L. Jones was elected for the unexpired 
term. Papers, Sixth Congress, No. 2582. 

2Willet Holmes was elected representative for the County of Milam, but did not 
take his seat. Election Returns, Milam County, September 29, 1841. He resigned 
during the session and Frederick Neibling was elected December 17, 1841, for the 
unexpired term. House Journal, Sixth Congress, p. 9, n. 4 

3J. H. Kuykendall resigned July 9, 1842. Telegraph and Texas Register, July 13, 
1842. David Y. Portis was elected for the unexpired term. Papers, Sixth Con- 
gress, No. 2582. 


eae Lape Rare. } for County of Bexar. 

ISAAC VAN ZANDT, for Counties of Harrison and Panola. 
Rosmer M. WILLIAMSON, for County of Washington. 
Grorce T. Woop, for County of Liberty. 

ARCHIBALD WYNNS, for County of Harris. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE’ 


KENNETE L. ANDERSON, Speaker. 
JAMES H. RAYMOND, Chief Clerk. 
THOMAS HENDERSON, Assistant Clerk. 
BEN F. Hix, Engrossing Clerk. 
Tuomas H. Horb, Enrolling Clerk. 
SAMUEL R. MmuuerR, Sergeant at Arms. 
WELA COCKBUEN, Door Keeper. 


‘Cornelius Van Ness died on May 2, 1842. Telegraph and Texas Register, 
May 16, 1842. Samuel Luckie was elected for the unexpired term. Papers, Sixth 
Congress, No. 2582. 

Fhe officers of the House for the called session were the same as those for 
the regular session. 


JOURNALS OF THE SIXTH CONGRESS 


OF THE 


REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 
1841-1842 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL’ ` 


[Monpay, November 1, 1841] 


The House of Representatives was called to order in accord- 
ance with the Provisions of the “Act to organize the House of 
Representatives,” by the Hon. S. A. Roberts, Secretary of State, 
at 10 o’clock, a. m., on Monday, the Ist. inst., when-the following 
members presented their credentials, were sworn in and took 
their seats :— 


AUS J. H. Kuykendall 
BastrOP -sss Oo Caldwell 
Bexar CZ D. Morris 
Brazoria________________R. M. Forbes & T. Robinson . 
BOWE aaaea aaaea W. N..Porter 
Coloradoon Williamson Daniels 
FE 'ONNiN oe ee TP, Smith 
Fayette naasa W. Dancy 
Fort Benda __G, A. Parker 
GALVESTON aaa or wt _J. B. Jones . 
Golad =- n-en W. L. Hunter 
Gonzales_... CW. E JOES 
Harris. A Wynne’ 


No manuscript journal for the House has been found. The proceedings from 
November 1, 1841, through January 9, 1842, are taken from the Austin City 
Gazette, November 3, 1841, through January 12, 1842. The proceedings for No- 
vember 1, through November 5, 1841, are also printed in. the Texas Sentinel, 
Austin, of November 11, 1841, after which date the paper was discontinued. The 
journal was published in The Weekly Texian, and the Daily Texian, and in the 
Daily Bulletin, Austin newspapers. In the first two, in the issues of November 
25, 1841, through March 9, 1842, appear the journals of November 15, 1841, 
through January 21, 1842; in the last named, beginning with the issue of No- 
vember 27, 1841, and continuing through January 18, 1842, the journals from 
November 26, 1841, to January 17, 1842, inclusive, are printed. No journals have 
been found in print after January 21, 1842, to the close of the session. The 
proceedings have had to be reconstructed from the endorsements of the bills, the 
On eg the messages and other documents of the House which have 
een found, ' 

Abridged accounts of the proceedings are found in the Telegraph and Texas 
Register and The Morning Star of Houston,‘ The Red-Lander published at San 
Augustine and the Colorado Gazette and Advertiser at Matagorda. 

The circumstances that prevented the printing of the House Journal are stated 
in the Preface to Volume I, Journals of the Sixth Congress of the Republic of 
Texas, 1841-1842, hereafter cited as Senate Journal, Sixth Congress. Also as 
stated in the same volume, page 1, n. 1, all documents cited are in the Archives 
of the Republic of Texas, in the Texas State Library, unless otherwise indicated. 


The Austin City Gazette, October 6, 1841, gives Wynns’ election as contested, 
but in The Morning Star, October 19, 1841, appears the following letter: 
EVERGREEN, Oct. 10th, 1841. 
Duar Sir'?—~Having come to the conclusion not to contest before Congress the 
seat of the member returned for Harris County, I considered it due to my friends, 


2 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


Harrison Isaac Van Zandt 
Houston... TC Sara Parker 
Jefferson____._ CG. A. Patillo 
LAMOT a a AT a TON A. J. Fowler 
Liberty oe ee Ge Te Wood 
Matagorda__._... CCU. M. Dennis 
Nacogdoches —————————— Jonn Brown 
Navasota aaa ea ate ea a A ead 
Refugio d. W. Bower 


who have extended to me so warm and so generous a support, to assign the rea- 
sons that have induced me to this determination. 


I have ever been opposed to the principle of contesting elections, by appealing 
to the members from other counties to reverse and set aside the decision made at 
home. It is true, the Constitution provides for it: but my own experience in leg- 
islation does not satisfy me that the justice contemplated by the Constitution is 
at all realized by the mode provided; and the present period of party and narty 
excitements, has, in a country not very remote, shewn that in contested elections 
the political effect to be produced is the end aimed at, and not the law and the 
Constitution, and the political majority have always happened to be on the same 
side. It may naturally be asked why, entertaining these opinions, did I notify my 
competitor of my intention to contest? I did it because I had not time for re- 
flection. Because, taken by surprize at a result so little anticipated, I was not 
prepared to abide by it; and because, satisfied as I then was and still am, that 
I had received a very decided majority of the legal votes of the county, I did not 
under the influence of my then excited feelings, believe that I ought to submit. 


I now believe it much better to do so, than to arraign Harris County before 
Congress, and charge upon her fraud in the election, and to call upon the Rep- 
resentatives of other counties to give me a seat which was not given by the re- 
turns of the county. I entertain no doubt of my ability to prove my election by 
at least fifty majority; but my feelings would never be satisfied, were I to push 
aside ons man and take his seat by the assistance of other members, after having 
appealed to the people of my own county and lost it, whether by foul play or 
mot. I have heretofore been accustomed to walk into office by clear and un- 


doubted majorities given at the polis; and I do not intend to go inte any office 
on any other terms. - 


The expense to the country to contest the election would be something; and I 
do not anticipate that there will be found in the Treasury more gold and silver, 
than can be used for other purposes. 


I very much regret that I should disappoint so many of my friends in a matter 
that I know they take so deep an interest in—especially as my original inten- 
tions upon which the[i]r expectations were based, have proven to be so little in 
accordance with my present purposes. 


Truly, MOSELEY BAKER 


A letter from the University of Texas Archives, Moseley Baker to Ashbel 


Te found in the Ashbel Smith Papers, shows the closeness of the vote in the 
election: 


DRAR DOCTOR 


The returns from Page’s have not yet come in—Graves is a strong Wynn’s 
man and may not have come at all—I wish you to go and see Page and have 
him come up himself positively with the returns in order that there may be no 
uncertainty in this matter— 


If I had only 22 votes at Page’s and Wynns 4 I am beaten one vote. I have 
contested the election and entertain no doubt but what I shall easily show that 
I am elected by at least 50 votes. 


The excitement is tremendous—both night and day—in fact nothing is done— 
as every one has suspended every thing like business untill the final result is 
positively ascertained by official return. 


Last night the Wynn party had a great celebration and Barbecue had a quarter 
of beef in the middle of Main Street——-Marching around it with their Lamps and 
music. After some time spent in rejoicing—my friends collected, prepared their 
lamps and sent Mem Hunt disguised to the lower part of the town with instruc- 
tions to come galloping into town—with the declaration that I had gotten 26 votes 
at Page’s and Wynns.4. He did so in fine style when we all turned out with 
our Lamps, marched through town huzzaing for Baker and offering to bet them 
Z to 1 on the election—The others stood it for about half an hour but were final- 
ly bluffed off and retired perfectly chap fallen leaving their Barbecue, whiskey 
and Bread in the street. Even now they are in dread and do not know what to 
think about the matter. They feel beat & refuse to run the race over again—pre- 
ferring to leave it contested in Congress. i 


Houston, Sept. 9th 1841. 


Yours &c 
Mo BAKER 
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Robertson_________________.__..C. H. Raymond 
Sabine LW. Oz“. Landrum 
San Augustine... CK L. Anderson & 
N. H. Darnell 
San Patricio... A. Ferguson’ 
Shelby WW. M. Hewett 


i 6H), 5 ee a ae ee ee a aes L. P. Cooke‘ 


There being a quorum present, Messrs. K. L. Anderson and 
W. N. Porter were put in nomination for Speaker, after which 
the House adjourned until three o’clock, p. m. 


Three o’clock, p. m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment, same members present 
as in the morning with addition of Hon. Jesse Grimes, Member 
elect for Montgomery County, and Hon. T. McConnell, Member 
elect for Victoria County; thirty in all. The House then went 
into an election for Speaker, the Hon, Secretary of State, as 
in the morning, presiding, and. Messrs. Morris, Van Zandt and 
Wynnes, tellers; no additional nominations were made to those 
of the morning; the ballot being taken, a Committee. of two, 
Messrs. L. P. Cooke and I. Parker, was appointed to wait on 
the Hon. W. M. Hewett, he being confined to his room by ill 
health, and receive his ballot. The committee having returned, 
mie ballots were counted when: it was found to stand as fol- 
OWS :— 


Hon. K. L. Anderson, of San Augustine___18 
Hon. W. N. Porter, of Bowie_._____»_EE 
Anderson’s majority Poa Seer meee Retiro ee 7 


The result having been announced from the Chair, Messrs. 
Grimes and Robinson were appointed a Committee to conduct 
the Hon. Speaker elect to his chair Having taken his seat, 
Col. Anderson returned thanks to the House in the following 
address, the delivery of which was both eloquent and impressive, 
and evinced that the sentiments uttered were not, as far as he 
was concerned, mere sound and idle words, but were the impulse 
of his feellings [sic] and proceeded direct from the heart: 


GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 
“For the distinction given the county of San Augustine, in 


the election of one of her members to the office of Speaker of 


SIn the report in the Tegas Sentinel, November 11, 1841, the following para- 
graph is added: . f 

Mr. Haigler gave notice that he would contest the election of Mr. Fergurson 
[sic], as member from San Patricio. , 

Willet Holmes was elected representative for the county of Milam, but did not 
take his seat. Election Returns Milam County, September 29, 1841. He resigned 
during the session and Fréderick Neibling was elected for the unexpired term. 
Ibid., December 17, 1841. See also Members of the Sixth Congress, No. 2582. 

SPrinted in the House Journal in the Austin City Gazette, November 3, 1841; 
The Red-Lander, November 25, 1841; The Morning Star, November 16, 1841; and 
in the Texas Sentinel, November 4, 1841. : 


D 
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your honorable body, you have my humble acknowledgements; 
for the unsolicited honor conferred on me, an humble citizen, 
you have my sincere thanks, and shall have my lasting gratitude, 
To have attained to this mark of' confidence of my country is 
more than ever my vanity had suggested; to continue to merit 
it, at least in some small degree, shall be my pride and constant 
effort. Gentlemen, the duties on which I am about to enter 
are laborious and extremely embarrassing, yet I am satisfied 
that the same partiality which placed me in this chair will be 
followed by a corresponding magnanimity—always capable of 
excusing unintentional error. Gentlemen, our fellow-citizens 
expect much from the present Congress, possibly more than 
we will be able to perform; yet, they demand, in the authorita- 
tive language of Freemen—they expect a reduction of the 
public expense .to an account within our means of payment.’ 
Retrenchment is the order of the day in every quarter of the 
Republic; not a retrenchment that would deny the necessary 
appropriations for public service, nor yet of that character 
that would strike from a department one or more clerks to 
the great injury of the public service, but they require an 
honest and impartial examination into every department of our 
Government, and whatever may appear unnecessary, to have 
dispensed with. Gentlemen, should we—as I confidently believe 
we may—come up to the rescue with an honest purpose and 


The Texas Sentinel, October 14, and 28, 1841, the Austin City Gazette, October 
20 and 27, 1841, the Telegraph and Texas Register, September 22 and 29, 1841, 
and The Red-Lander, November 4, 11 and 18, 1841, carried long articles as to 
what the people éxpected of.the Congress. The last named paper hoped that the 
pérplexity and ambiguity of our statute books would be remedied by sweeping 
from our code all useless and prejudicial laws, and simplifying others so that a 
man of ordinary capacity could understand them. The Red-Lander looked for- 
ward hopefully for legislation for the removal of the seat of government and 
maintained that the negro and the execution laws should receive the considera- 
tion of Congress but not. to the exclusion of the Franco-Texienne bill or some 
other bill providing for the colonization of our western and northern country, 
which oo the editor thought, was of more moment to the government than almost 
any other. 


The Texas Sentinel stated that speculation was on tip-toe relative to the 
measures the Congress would carry out. The result of the presidential contest 
was far from indicating the wishes of the people on matters of national policy. 
The President-elect had advocated the Franco-Texiernne bill, the policy of con- 
clliating the hostile Indians by treaties, the sale of Cherokee lands, and possibly 
the removal of the seat of government, measures that had met with the ban of 
public odium. If the Congress should be enabled to curtail the expenses of .gov- 
ernment so as to bring them within the limits of the revenue, the Sentinel would 
be content. And if, in addition to this, they should modify the laws relating to 
executions, and to the negro, so as to aid, equally the debtor and the creditor, 
witout fettering industry, the Sentinel’s utmost expectations would be more than 
realized. : 


The Telegraph urged that every man who had devised a plan for the relief of 
the country, should mature that plan before the session opened and prepare a bill 
containing the modifications he desired. By this means much time and needless 
expense would be saved the country and the evils of hasty legislation would be 
‘avoided. The daily expenses of Congress were estimated at $800 or $24,000 a 
month. The expenditures of the fifth Congress amounted to nearly half the ’ 
whole revenues of the Republic derived from direct taxation for that year. Most 
of the members elected to this Congress had made pledges to their constitutents 
to. reduce the public expenditures as far as practicable. 

The Austin City Gazette thought the measures more immediately and intimate- 
-ly connected with the welfare of the country which should be brought before Con- 
gress were the introduction of a penitentiary system; the necessity of some alter- 
ation in the fiscal. system and mode of collecting the revenue; the necessity for a 
total revision of the land laws: the adoption of some decided plan for the protec- 
pet n the frontier; and the carrying into execution of some general system of 
education. : 
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an unfaltering nerve, our beloved country, that today occupies 
an humble place in the family of nations, will at once stand 
forth, the pride and admiration of all the lovers of civil liberty. 
Gentlemen, I am very sure you will all join me in the humble 
supplication that the Great Controller of the destinies of men 


and nations may superintend our deliberations and bring us 
to most beneficial results.” i 


The House then proceeded to elect its several officers with 
the following results: 


Chief Clerk. __J. H; Raymond. 


Assistant Clerk... Henderson. 
Engrossing Clerk... —B. F. Hill 
Enrolling Clerk. T. H. Hord. 
Sergeant-at-Arms———--—--—— S. R. Miller. 
DoorkeepeY. wm. Cockburn’ 


The officers having been sworn in, the House adjourned until 
to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. . 


TUESDAY, 2d Nov., morning session. [1841] 


House met; —roll called; —quorum present. 


Hon. Patrick Usher presented his credentials, took the oath of 
office and his seat. 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a committee was appointed to 
inform, the Senate that the House had organized and was ready 
to proceed to business.” The Committee performed its duty and 
reported that the Senate had not yet organized. 


On motion of Mr. Darnell, the House adjourned untill 3 
o’clock, p. m. i 
3 o'clock, p. m. 


House met ;—roll called ;—quorum preseet [sic]. 


Mr. Van Zandt moved the adoption of the rules of last session; 
Mr. Porter moved to strike out 3d rule;—motion, as amended, 
adopted.’ : 


Mr. Raymond moved the appointment of like standing com- 
mittees as at last session; Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, moved the 


= i 

1In the.report in the Texas Sentinel, November 11, 1841, B. F. Hill is given as 
, enrolling clerk and T. H..Hord as engrossing clerk. . 

®The following paragraph is added in the report in the Texas Sentinel, Novem- 
ber 11, 1841: o 

On motion of Mr: Jones of Galveston, the question was taken whether the 
House should proceed to elect a Chaplain and decided in the negative. 


The Standing Rules for Conducting Business in the House of Representatives 
of the Republic, of foe adopted by the Third Congress and published at Hous- 
ton in 1838 was used by the Fifth Congress and also by the Fourth. House Jour- 
nal, 5th Congress, 1st Session, 1840-1841, pp. 33-34, 43, 45, 58, 68, 203; Harriet 
Smither, ed., Journals of the Fourth Congress of the Republic of Texas, 1839-1840, 


II, 5, 49, 50, 57, 63, 95, 96, 124. 


The third rule reads: “He shall rise to put a question, but may state it sitting.” : 


a 
& 
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addition of a “committee on retrenchment:” —motion, as 
amended, adopted. ` 


A committee from the Senate informed the House of the 
organization of that body. 


Mr. Wood moved the appointment of a committee of the 
House to wait, in conjunction with a like committee on the part 
of the Senate, on his Excellency the President, and inform him 
that both Houses of Congress were organized and. ready to 
receive ány communications he might have to make them ;— 
adopted, e committee appointed. Committee—Messrs. 
Porter, Wood and Robinson. 


Mr. Usher moved that it was expedient to limit the members 
to some definite time in speaking on any one subject ;—motion 
agreed to; but no time fixed. 


Mr. Morris moved the appointment of a select committee on 
the contested election for San Patricio;—carried. Committee— 
Messrs. Morris, Hunter, Jones of Gonzales, Bowers, and Usher.” 


Mr. Porter, from joint committee to wait on the President, 
reported that they had performed their duty, and the President 
had informed the committee that his annual message would be 
laid before Congress to-morrow morning at eleven o’clock. 


On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
ten o’clock. 


Lindsay S. Hagler, the defeated candidate, contested the election, bringing 
various charges against Ferguson: To wit, he was accused of forging a muster 
roll of San Patricio Minute Men, a company organized at Victoria in May, 1841, 
or thereabouts; of collecting the money due the company and of defrauding the 
men of their pay; of failing to hold an election for county officers at Corpus 
Christi, and of receiving money and horses from some person in order that he 
might go to Austin to represent his interests there. At the request of the Minute 
Men and other citizens of San Patricio County, Hagler asked of the Secretary of 
State an investigation into the conduct of his opponent. 


Ferguson replied to the various charges made against him as follows: Con- 
cerning the failure to hold an election in Corpus Christi, he stated that, when he 
had duly issued a writ of election for that precinct, advertised in accordance 
with law and appointed a presiding officer, he conceived that he had done all 
the law required or authorized him to do. The true cause of the omission of 
the election, he believed, was due to the high excitement caused by the capture of 
Dimitt, which for the moment absorbed every other consideration. Concerning 
the horses, Ferguson responded that ön hearing of the Mexican outrage at Cor- 
pus Christi, he proceeded instantly from San Patricio to Kinney’s Ranch, where 
having ascertained the facts as far as it was possible, he deemed it his duty to 
repair forthwith to Austin to lay the matter before the Executive. He had no 
money and his horse at the time was unfit for the journey. He borrowed $20 
and purchased a horse and also bought another for one of the San Patricio Com- 
pany. Ferguson characterized the petition as a ruse de guerre of a few indi- 
viduals in Victoria by them deemed necessary to effect their cherished purpose 
of breaking up the mercantile establishment at Kinney’s Ranch. By implicating 
and compromising him they expeeted to nullify any effect which the documents 
he had collected might otherwise have. No answer is found to the charge con- 
cerning the San Patricio Minute Company. Affidavit of William Van Horne, a 
member of the company, dated September 22, 1841, was to the effect that Fergu- 
son was not instructed to draw any pay for him. John D. James, another mem- 
ber of the company, deposed, that he had given Ferguson power of attorney, to 
collect his pay but when Ferguson returned home he denied having received any 
pay for him. See Hagler to Roberts, October 5, 1841; Ferguson to Secretary of 
State, August 5, 1841; Simon Newcomb to Ferguson, August 8, 1841, deposition 
of William Van Horne, September 22, 1841; affidavit of John D. James, n. d.; 
Ferguson to Secretary of State, August 26, 1841, all in Domestic Correspondence. 
See also Roberts to Ferguson, August 30, 1841, in Correspondence Secretary of 
State, 1836-1841, Letter Book No. 1, p. 233; Lamar Papers, III, 52, and Me- 
morials and Petitions. 
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WEDNESDAY, 3d Nov. 1841. 


House met;—roll called;—quorum, present:—journals read 
and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Robinson a committee was appointed to 
wait on the Hon. J. Eves, Chargé d’Affaires from the United 
States,” and invite him to take a seat within the bar, during the 
reading of the President’s message and at all other times. Com- 
mittee.—Messrs. Robinson, Morris and Wynnes. ~ 

The Speaker announced the following standing committees.— 

Foreign Relatione [sic]. —A. Wynnes, W. N. Porter, G. T. 
Wood, J. B. Jones, of Galveston, and W. E. Jones, of Gonzales. 

Finance. —T. Robinson, J. Caldwell, J. Grimes, I. Van Zandt, 
and J. B. Jones of Galveston. i 


Judiciary. — J. B. Jones of Galveston, W. N. Porter, T. Rob- 
inson, I. Van Zandt, and A. Wynnes. 

Naval Affairs. — L. P. Cooke, G. A. Parker, of Fort. Bend, 
T. F. Smith, T. M. Dennis, and J. Grimes. 

Military Affairs. — N. H. Darnell, G. T. Wood, W. H. 
Landrum, W. M. Hewett, and W. L. Hunter. 

Indian Affairs— W. N. Porter, L. P. Cook, J. D. Morris 
J. W. Dancy, and J. Caldwell. . i 

Public Lands. — J [I] . Van Zandt, A. Wynnes, J. Brown, 
P. Usher, and N. H. Darnell. 

State of the Republic—J. D. Morris, T. F. Smith, J. W. Dancy, 
A. J. Fowler, and A. Ferguson. i 

Claims and Accounts. — I. Parker, of Houston, P. Usher, 
W. H. Landrum, W. L. Hunter and J. A. Head. 

Privileges and Elections. — J. Brown, J. McConnell, J. A. 
Head, W. Daniels, and J. W. Bower. i 


uJoseph Eve of Kentucky was appointed Chargé d’Affaires of the United States 
of America to the Republic of Texas, April 15, 1841. In a series of private let- 
ters written during his period of residence in Texas, Eve sets forth interesting 
views concerning Texas and its people. In a letter to Governor Letcher of Ken- 
tucky, November 30, 1841, he writes: “We boast of the inteligence of Kentucky 
and with all my strong Kentucky feelings, I sincere]Jy believe that the citizens 
of Texas are the most inteligent people that I have er been amongst; I every- 
where met with the most kind, hospitable attentions from every class.” Of the 
Sixth Congress he writes: “A majority of the members are lawyers all from the 
United States and mostly young aspiring mén; and if we are to judge from their 
dress their address their urbanity of manners, with their fine manly appearance, 
and moral habits, I would be bound to say that although they have no -Clays, 
Websters Crittendens or Calhouns, yet take them as a body and I believe from 
their number they are equal to any legislative body in the United States.” -Writing 
to Colonel R. M. Johnson, October 5, 1842, Eve spoke of William E. Jones, the 
member from Gonzales, as the “most eloquent man he had ever heard speak in 
Texas, very popular and a very fine fellow.” In a letter to“Crittenden, April 3, 
1842, Eve says: “The character of the people and country has in the United 
States been greatly misrepresented. We know that they have been considered 
as murderers, robbers, and bankrupts, who have fled for protection. That there 
are a great many fugitives from the justice of other countries cannot be denied. 
But I have resided here about 9 months, I have visited different towns, and 
traveled from Galveston up the country to Austin a distance of 250 miles, I was 
here at the election of President and Vice President,—and members of Congress; 
and spent the winter at the seat of government during the sitting of Congress and 
the session of the Supreme Court where individuals were congregated from all 
parts of the republic, and I most honestly declare that I have seen fewer indi- 
viduals drunk, less gambling, and have heard less profane swearing, than I have 
seen or heard in any country through which I have traveled. I have heard but 
two quarrels and have never seen a fist fight in the country. I have never 
carried a weapon about except when travelling in the Indian country.” Letter 
Book of Joseph Eve, April 15, 1841, to June 8, 1843. See also: Nance, Joseph 
Milton, ed., “A Letter Book of Joseph Eve, United States Chargé D’Affaires to 
Texas,” in Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XLIII, 196-221, 365-377, 486-510; 
XLIV, 96-116. : : 
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County Boundaries. — Messrs. J. Caldwell, J. Brown, I. 
Parker, of Houston, C. H. Raymond, T. M. Dennis. 

Education. — J. H. Kuykendall, J. D. Morris, T. M’Connell, 
J. A. Head, W. L. Hunter. 

Post Office and Roads. — Jesse Grimes, C. H. Raymond, T. 
M’Connell, W. H. Landrum, J. H. Kuykendall. 


Publice Printing. — G. T. Woods, G. A. Parker, W. M. Hewett, 
I. Parker, and W. E. Jones of Gonzales.” 


Engrossing.— T. M. Dennis, F [T]. F. Smith, J. W. Dancy, 
J. H. Kuykendall, and G. A. Patillo. 


Enroling—C. H. Raymond, A. J. Fowler, L. P. Cooke, G. A. 
Patillo, and A. Ferguson. 


Retrenchment —W. E. Jones, of Gonzales, T. Robinson, P. 
Usher, N. H. Darnell and A. J. Fowler. 


A message was received from the Senate announcing the 
passage of “a Joint Resolution to suspend the further sale of 
lands for taxes.” On motion of Mr. Wynnes, ìt was read ist 
time; rule suspended, read 2d time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Van Zandt, referred to Committee on Finance. 


The petitions of R. G. Green,” J. S. Black,“ and E. J. Feldar” 
were presented and referred. 


In the report in the Teses Sentinel, November 11, 1841, J. D. Morris is on this 
committee and W. E. Jones of Gonzales is not. 


Robert G. Green, a citizen of Bastrop, represented that in August, 1838, he 
became the owner by purchase of headright certificate, No. 534, issued by the 
Board of Land Commissioners for the county of Harrisburg to John Carson for 
one-third of a league of Iand. The investigating commissioners for the county 
of Harrisburg from some cause, possibly an oversight, failed to report said cer- 
tificate for a patent. Colonel Thomas W. Ward, Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, was one of the original board of land commissioners who issued the 
certificate to Carson. The memorialist could not afford the expense of insti- 
tuting 2 suit in the county of Harris to prove his claim and he prayed Congress 
that a patent be issued to him for the land. Endorsed: 55 R. G. Green's Me- 
moria? Public Lands. Memorials and Petitions. 

Jn 1838, John S. Black received from the commissioners of Harrisburg 

County an augmentation of one labor of land in addition to his headright taken out 
in 1831. The travelling commissioners refused to approve his certificate, inas- 
much as the record of the county commissioners, containing the testimony up- 
on which the certificate was issued, had been Iost or mislaid by the clerk, accord- 
ing to Black’s statement. The petitioner had disposed of said labor of land and 
had given bond to make title upon the issuance of his patent. He prayed Con- 
gress to instruct Thomas Wiliam Ward, Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice, who was acting as clerk of the county commissioners when the petitioner 
obtained his certificate, to issue a patent for said labor of land. Endorsed: 23 
John S. Black Petition Nov 3rd Public Lands Laid on table Nov. 6th 1841 Me- 
morials and Petitions. 
. DDr. Edmund J. Felder, a citizen of Harris County, on July 2, 1839, was ap- 
pointed assistant surgeon in the Texan Army and reported for duty to Captain 
Reuben Ross and proceeded with his command from Houston to Gonzales and 
thence by way of San Antonio to the Nueces near San Patricio. Capt. Ross then 
moved to the Rio Grande, fought the successful battle of Mier on November i, 
1839, where he had five of his mèn wounded. The petitioner in compliance with 
orders remained with the wounded men until they could be removed with safety 
to Matamoros, There he procured a company of seventeen men, it being danger- 
ous to cross the desert between the Rio Grande and the Nueces because of the 
Mexicans and Indians, and proceeded to the settlements on the Guadalupe, and 
thence to the City of Austin, arriving there early in January, 1840, and made his 
last report to the Adjutant General. Then, and not until then, was he informed 
that he had been stricken from the service rolls. Himself and the whole of Cap- 
tain Ross’ command were published in every paper throughout the Republic as de- 
serters. He prayed Congress to take such measures as would relieve him from 
the stigma of desertion and grant him compensation for services actually render- 
ed. With the petition are his appointment by Charles Mason, chief clerk in the 
War Department; instructions from Dr. Thomas P. Anderson, Acting Surgeon- 
General; orders from B. H. Johnson, Assistant Adjutant General to report to 
Captain Reuben Ross for duty; and orders from Captain Ross. Endorsed: 18 
Petition of Dr. Felder Military Affairs Dec, 30. Memorials and Petitions. 
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On motion of Mr. Cook, forty copies of the standing Rules 
for conducting the business of the ‘House of Representatives 
were ordered to be printed.” 


Mr. Usher introduced a bill to amend the execution laws; 
read ist time. . 


The President’s annual message, was received, and, the Sen- 
ate being present, read.” 


The Senate having retired, on motion, the House adjourned. 
untill [sic] 3 o’clock p. m. 
3 o'clock, p. m. 

House met—roll called—quorum present. 


Mr. Usher introduced a bill granting further time for the 
pee of Government dues and return of field-notes; read 
st time. 


Mr. Smith introduced a bill to repeal the 19th section of the 
“act of limitations;’’ read ist time.”. ; 


On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the different reports accompany- 
ing the President’s message were taken up; and, on motion of 
Mr. Van Zandt, referred to the appropriate Committees. 


On motion, 300 copies of the President’s message were ordered 
to be printed. z 


On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow. morning at 


10 o’clock. , 
THURSDAY, Nov. 4th, 1841. 


House met ;—roll called; quorum present; journals read and 
adopted. 

The Hon. A. H. Latimer, member elect for Red River County, 
presented his credentials, and took his seat. 

The several parts of the President’s message were, on motion, 
referred to the appropriate committees. 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, the Committee on Finance was 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of a repeal of the 
tariff system.” 


No copy of these “Standing Rules” has been located. 


“The Journal of November 3, is printed in the dustin City Gazette, November 
10, 1841; the message in the issue of November 3, is preceded by the following 
paragraphs: : à 

House met ;—roll called ;—auorum present. : 

The Hon Speaker announced the appointment of several standing committees. 
{The names will be published in our next.}] [The brackets are in the newspaper 
account. 

A a ae from the President being announced, Maj. J. B. Ransom, Private 
Secretary to his Excellency, was admitted within the bar and delivered the fol- 
lowing annual message. : 

For the message see Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, 1-25. 3 See also The An- 
nual Message of Mirabeau B. Lamar, President of the Republic of Texas. Com- 
municated to Both Houses of Congress, Nov. 3d, 1841. Austin; Printed by S. 
Whiting—Congress Avenue 1841. 20 p. 20 cm. : 

The manuscript bill has not been found. See Gammel, H. P. N., comp., The 
Laws of Texas, 1822-1897, II, 627. Hereafter cited as Gammel, The Laws, of 
Texas. 

wT hi as follows in the report in the Texas Sentinel, November 11, 1841: 

Mr barad offered the following resolution, which was adopted. Resolved 
that the committee on Fina[n]ce be, and are hereby instructed to enquire into 
the expediency of a repeal of the Tariff system on all Laws authorizing the col- 
lection of a revenue by impost duties, &c., that they report by Bill or other- 


wise. 
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Mr. Usher introduced a Joint Resolution to prohibit the 
drawing, of money from the Treasury without appropriation; 
read ist time. 

Mr. Latimer was added to the Committee on Public Lands 
and Finance: Mr. Porter to the Committee on Retrenchment; 
Mr. Patillo the Committee on Post-Offices; Mr. Fowler to the 
Committee on Education. : : i 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the Committee on Finance was 
instructed to enguire into the expediency of retalling the Loan 
Commissioners.” i S 

Ön motion of Mr. Usher, the Committee on Judiciary was 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of amending the 
Probate Laws. , 

On motion, the Committee on Publie Printing was instructed 
to contract for 200 copies, each, of the Austin City Gazette and 
Texas Sentinel. ; 

Mr. Parker, of Houston, introduced a bill to provide for 
taking the census; read ist time. 

My. Smith introduced a bill to repeal a portion of the act 
granting land to emigrants; read 1st time. 

Mr. Fowler introduced a bill to establish a post-office at 
R. G. Miller’s, in Lamar County; read Ist time. 

Mr. Raymond introduced a bill to change the time of holding 
the courts in the third judicial district; read Ist time. 

Mr. Caldwell introduced a bill for the relief of persons who 
have failed to pay their taxes for 1841: read 1st time. 

f Mr. Smith introduced a bill giving the election of Chief Jus- 
tices of counties to the people: read 1st time. 

Mr. Smith introduced a joint resolution requiring the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary to enquire into the expediency of appointing 
two legal gentlemen to revise the laws of Texas: read 1st time. 

The following bills were severally read a 2d time and re- 
ferred iA. bill to amend the execution laws; a bill granting 
further time for the payment of public dues and return of 
eaten a bill to repeal the 19th section of the act of limi- 
ation” 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced a joint resolution fixing a day 
for the election of public Printer; read 1st time—rules sus- 
pended—read 2d and 3d times and passed. The 15th inst. is 
the day fixed. 


“Phis reads as fdéfiows in the report in the Teras Sentinel November 11, i841: 
Mr. Porter offered the following resolution: Resolved that the Committee on 
the state of the Republic be instructed te enquire Inte the expediency of recalling 
the Loan Commissioners, and report by bil or otherwise, i 
a Peer Se het ee ee to strike out Committees on the state 
e Be A Paso ammittes on Pine = acce 
resolution as aurenced, Was adopted. ners neta ee rer 


of Goverment Cues ond the return of field notes was referred to the committee on 
poe a: Rüs Sith Coneress, Ne, 2914. Endorsed: 3 19 Read Ist time Nov 
BN Yo repai the loth stion of the act of Hmitations has not heen found: it was 


xolerred fa he @omuitiee on public landa in the report § sas Sentinel, - 
November 1h IRC pubie langs in the report In the Tewas Sentinel, 
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Mr. Dancy introduced a bill changing the present boundaries 
of the the [sic] Republic of Texas; read 1st time. 


On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning. 


3 o’Clock p. m.” 


The Hous[e] met —the roll called, and a quorum not being 
present—On motion it adjourned until to-morrow 10 O'clock 
a. mM. 


FRIDAY, Nov. 5, 1841. 


_ House met—roll called—quorum present—journals of preced- 
ing day read and adopted. - . 


The petitions of M. Manning,” T. Lenard and W. M. John- 
son,” John Darwin,” P. Bious,*” W. M. Laughlin,” A. G. Kem- 


_ ~The journal for this session appears only in the report in the Texas Sentinel, 
-in the issue for November 11, 1841. 


May Manning, a citizen of Montgomery County, applied for a divorce from his 
wife, Mrs. Huldah Johnson, whom he married in the territory of Florida in 1839. 
Shortiy after, with her consent, they came to Texas. She became dissatisfied and 
returned to Florida where She expressed her determination to stay. Addressed: 
To the Honorable The President of the Senate & Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Congress of the Republic of Texas Endorsed: Petition of May 
Manning Nov 5th 1841 Judcy Com May Manning. Memorials and Petitions. 


“Thomas Leonard and William M. Johnson, both married men, emigrated to 
Texas in 1839, induced by the law giving a grant of 640 acres to each head of a 
family. ‘They selected homes in Houston County. Johnson, after remaining in 
Texas a few weeks anxiously looking for the arrival of his and Leonard’s fam- 
ilies, returned in search of them. After going as far back as Randolph, Tennes- 
see, he found them in much distress and misfortune, and brought them out to 
their homes where they had all resided ever since. While absent from Texas, 
employed in the removal of the families, the law granting 640 acres of land to 
each head of a family expired and the petitioners were rated third class immi- 
grants by the board of land commissioners, and were granted headrights of only 
320 acres each. The petitioners prayed Congress to pass a special act giving 
them the 640 acres of land originally offered them. Mr. Johnson was a teacher. 
Endorsed: 76 Nov 5 Public Lands Pettition of Johnston & Leonard. Memorials 
and Petitions. l 

Praying to be released from the liability of a bond John Darwin of Mont- 
gomery County stated that in 1838 John F. Martin was taken by virtue of a 
warrant before John H. Money, chief justice of Austin County, on a charge of 
having forcibly taken possession of a certain negro in the custody of James 
Cochran, administrator of the estate of James Darwin, deceased, the father of 
the petitioner. Martin was required to enter bond of $3,000 with securities for 
his appearance at the next term of the district court. John Darwin, unacquainted 
with the nature of Martin’s claim to the negro, became one of the securities of 
Martin who had returned to the State of Louisiana and had failed to appear be- 
fore the court aforesaid. The other securities had died leaving Darwin responsible 
for the bond. It would be ruinous to him to be subjected to the liability of said 
bond, and he prayed Congress to pass an act releasing him. Endorsed: John T. 
Darwin Petition Nov 5th 1841 Judcy Com. Memorials and Petitions. 

Pleasant Bious, a free man of color, came to Texas without knowledge of the 
law prohibiting such persons to remain in the country. He had been in the Re- 
public about three years and had a wife and children who were slaves and could 
not go with him to any other government. He prayed that he might remain in 
the Republic and be protected from the abuse of those disposed to use the power 
of the law because he was black and of the African race, though free. He had 
served in the army in defence of the Republic. Endorsed: 21 P Bious Petition 
State Republic Nov 5th 1841. Memorials and Petitions. 

William McLaughlin immigrated to Texas in the year 1822 and neither ap- 
plied for nor obtained any land as an immigrant until the 2d February, 1838, 
when he obtained from the Board of Land Commissioners of Bastrop County a 
league and a labor located in that County. He was refused a patent by the Gen- 
eral Land Office because the Travelling Board of Land Commissioners neglected 
to report the same. Petitioner had resided in the country since the spring of 
1822, served in the army of Texas in the spring of 1836 as a private, and was 
honorably discharged. He prayed that Congress direct the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to execute to him a title to the land. Endorsed: 87 Petition 
of Wm McLaughlin Nov 5 1841 Public Lands—Caldwell. Memorials and Peti- 
tions. 

Laughlin enlisted in Captain William M. Logan’s company March 6, 1836. 
Ga AO of ill health he was honorably discharged. May 18, 1836. Comptrol- 


ler’s Military Service Records. 
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ble” J. Levins,” of sundry citizens praying for the alteration of 
the law granting land to emigrants,” were severally read and 
referred. 
The Select Committee on the San Patricio County election 
reported in favor. of vacating the seat and returning the election 
to the people, and introducing a resolution to that effect ;* 


The select committee to which was referred the contested 
election from the county of San Patricio, reparted [sic] that 
they had examined all the evidence which had been produced 
before them, from, which it appeared that the sitting member, 
Mr A Ferguson, received 39 votes, and the claimant Mr. 
Haigler, received 17 votes. No evidence was submitted to 
the committee, establishing the illegality of any of the votes, 
received by either of the parties, and the committee are left 
to the conclusion, that A. Furguson [sic] was duly elected by 
the voters of San Patricio county, to represent them in the 
Gth Congress. The evidence before the committee, however, 
discloses the fact, that the member elect had not resided in 
the county of San Patricio six months, previous to the day 
of election, and was therefore Constitutionally ineligible to a 
seat in the House of Representatives. The committee reported 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the sitting member, the Hon. A. Furguson, 
was ineligible to a seat in the House at the time of his election, 
and his seat is hereby declared to be vacant. 

Resolved, That there is no legal and Constitutional repre- 
sentative for the county of San Patricio, and that the President 
be, and is hereby requested to issue a writ of election to supply 
said vacancy. 


JNO. D. Morris, Cha’n Sel. Com. 


which report and resolution were, on motion, laid on the table 
until 3 o'clock, p. m. 


"The petition has not been found. In the report in the Texas Sentinel, No- 
vember 11, 1841, Mr. Porter introduced the petition which was referred to a select 
committee consisting of Messrs. Porter, Hewitt, and Caldwell. Albert G. Kim- 
bell furnished supplies to the Texas Army to the amount of $2588.35 in par funds 
or jts equivalent. He was elected District Clerk of Lamar County, February 1, 
1841 and commissioned June 15 of the same year. On July 5, 1841, he enlisted as 
a private in Captain David P. Key’s company, Mounted Volunteers, General Tar- 
rant’s brigade, serving thirty-six days. Comptroller’s Military Service Records, 
. Election Register, Book 255, p. 872, and Public Debt Papers. 


Citizens of Red River County petitioned Congress in behalf of Joseph Levins, 
a citizen of the county from the Deciaration of Independence to the present time. 
He served in a spy company in 1838, and also under General E. H. Tarrant in 
1841, as a spy In Captain Robert Sloan’s company and lost his right arm by the 
accidental discharge of his gun. He was poor and unable to sustain himself by 
Rima Te DOn Hie ets aes to grant him such relief ag would enable 

< ndorsed : etition of Citizens o e iver un 
Nov th Public Lands. Memorials and Petitions. si aaa 


“Certain petitioners represented that whereas Congress at its late session 
granted to late immigrants their described conditional certificates for vacant land, 
the conditions were such that it almost, if not altogether, defeated the good in- 
tentions of Congress by making it requisite for late immigrants to become actual 
Settlers on the land granted to them. Land was already located and surveyed 
beyond the limits of safety and the frontier farther extended than could be pro- 
tected. They requested an alteration in said law so as to give late immigrants an 
Sede ae ese ne mee unger Re or previously granted. En- 

ł e Emigrants to the : i : 
184 Memorials and Patitions. i EURE r AOA AROE NOV ey 


"The report is in the Texas Sentinel, November 11, 1841, 
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On motion of Mr. Head, the Committee on Retre[n]chment 
was instructed to enquire into the. expediency of fixing the 
several fees of the different county officers at par fund rates. 

Mr. Wynnes introduced a bill authorizing the Commissioner 
At General Land-Office to employ additional clerks; read 

st time. 


Mr. Parker, of Houston, introduced a bill for the relief of 
those citizens of the Republic who have failed to obtain their 
head-right certificates; read 1st time. 


Mr. Wynnes introduced bills to legitimatize certain children 
born out of wedlock; to amend the habeas corpus act; authoriz- 
ing Justices of the Peace to empannel juries; all which were 
severally read Ist time. 


The bills defining anew the boundaries of the Republic: 
prohibiting money being drawn from the Treasury without 
appropriation; to take the census of the Republic; for relief 
of persons who have failed to pay their taxes for 1841; repeal- 
ing a portion of the act granting land to emigrants; to change 
the time of holding the courts of the third judicial districts, 
were severally read 1st [2nd] time and referred.” 

[In relation to a joint resolution for the relief of persons 
who have failed to pay their Taxes for the year 1841, being 
referred to the Committee on Finance.] 

Mr. Robinson remarked, he saw no occasion, in committee, for 
legislating on the subject, and the arguments of gentlemen in 
the House, had not convinced him otherwise. If, as has been 
contended, the currency in which the taxes are collected, is a 
, depreciated one, the easier can it be obtained by the citizen— 
the less valuable it is, the less burthensome will the payment of 
it be to those who are compelled to make the payment. If the 
Secretary has assumed an authority not conferred on him by 
law, and issued instructions contrary to law, the courts of justice 
are. open to all who are aggrieved thereby, and they can afford 
the proper remedy. To those tribunals, complainants, if there 
are any, should be referred. But,.sir, are there any such com- 
plainants? Not a petition has been laid before the committee, 
and so far as he is informed, not one has been presented to either 


%A bill to amend an act entitled an act to define the boundaries of the Repub- 
lic of Texas was referred to a select committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2491. 
Endorsed: Read ist time Nov 4th Read 2d time Nov 5 Refd to Select Comt 
Dancy Van Zandt Smith Wood & Morris Orders of day Jany 17 Rule suspend- 
ed Read 3d time Jany 24 & passed Engrossed Tho H Hord. Joint resolution for 
the relief of persons who have failed to pay their taxes for the year 1841 was 
referred to the finance committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2218. Endorsed: 9 
Read ist time Nov 4 1841 Read 2 time Nov 5th 1841 Refd to Finance Com. A 
bill to alter the time of holding the courts in the third judicial district was re- 
ferred to the- judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2470. Endorsed: 4 
Read ist time Nov 4th Read 2 time Nov 5 Refd to Judiciary Comt orders of 
day Jany 17 1842 substituted & passed Engrossed T H Hord ECHR. A Dill 
prohibiting money being drawn from the treasury without appropriation and the 
House Bill to take the census of the Republic have not been found. A bill to be 
entitled an act to amend and repeal a portion of an act granting land to emi- 
grants approved January 4, 1841 and to extend a further donation of land to 
emigrants and citizens and for other purposes was referred to the committee on 
public lands. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2256. Endorsed: 16 Read ist time 
Nov 5 Read 2 time Nov 8 Refd to Com P Lands Nov 11 read and recommitted 
to P. Lands Read Nov 20 & ordered to be Engsd. Engrossed Nov. 20 Tho H 
Hord Eng. Clk H R favorab[ie] last amendment 


a 
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house of .congress.—If the evil mentioned by gentlemen, and 
which is designed to be remedied by the resolutions, were of the 
extensive and aggressive character represented, the tables would 
have been covered with petitions. But such is not the case, and 
he looked upon that circumstance as a very fair showing, that 
the body of the people were not aggrieved either by the law or 
the instructions. Of complaints he knew of none himself ex- 
cept such as were contained in the remarks of gentlemen, and 
from the lights before him he would be compelled to support the 
recommendation of the committee.” 


Mr. Raymond introduced a bill to repeal the 1st section of the 
act regulating proceedings in civil suits;* read 1st time. 

Mr. Wood introduced a bill giving the name of Trinity to the 
northern division of Liberty; read Ist time. 

Mr. Usher introduced a bill supplementary to the act regu- 
lating proceedings in civil suits; read Ist time. 

Mr. Head introduced a bill designating the time that entries 
shall hold lands without having the same surveyed;—read lst 
time. 

Mr. Latimer introduced a bill for holding an adjourned session 
of the Supreme Court in the eastern section of the Republic ;— 
read ist time. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, introduced bills to prevent forcible 
entries and detainers; to provide a fund for county purposes; to. 
limit the term of offices and define the duties of County 
Treasurer; to amend the act for the election of Sheriffs, Coroners 
and Constables, and defining their duties; which were severally 
read Ist time. 


Mr. Usher introduced a bill to repeal the 8th section of the act 
of limitation—~ read ist time. 


On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 
2 [ste] o’clock, p. m. 


House met—roll called—quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole on the San Patricio eleetion; after some 
time spent therein, the committee rose, reported progress and 
had leave to sit again. 


On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning.” 


SATURDAY, Nov. 6, 1841. 


House met—roll called—gquorum present—journals of the pre- 
ceding day read and adopted. j i z 


The Hon. R. M, Williamson, member elect for Washington 
County, presented his credentials and took his seat. 
2 oa Weekly Tegin, November 25, 1841, and The Morning Ster, December 
Gammel, Phe Lews of Feres, IE, 265. 
Seale eae ear of bh oho ii, 827. 
report in the Texas Sentinel ends wi j Yovembe: whi 
Mes mie kear Se a S the journal of November 5, which 


+ 
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„Petitions were presented from J. P. Pritchard” and Catharine 
Lindsey,” which were referred. 


_ The Committee on Finance reported, recommending the print- 
ing of the Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasury; re- 
port adopted.” 

The Committee on Public Lands reported, recommending the 
printing of the Annual Report of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office; report adopted.“ 

The Committee on Public Lands reported, recommending the 
passage of the bill granting time for the return of field-notes and 
payment of Government dues.” 

Mr. Head introduced a resolution authorizing the Chief Clerk 
to purchase a sufficient number of chairs.for the use of the 
House; adopted. 

Mr. Porter introduced a joint resolution appropriating $5,000 
for the contingent expenses of the House; read Ist time. 

_ On motion of Mr. Morris, the Committee on Finance was 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of suspending a further 
issue of promissory notes. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the Committee on Re- 
trenchment was authorized to send for persons and papers, ex- 
amine witnesses and take depositions on all subjects proper for 
the investigation of said Committee. 

On motion, Mr. Jones of Gonzales was added to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands; Mr. Williamson to Committees on Judici- 
ary, Post-Offices, Foreign Relations and Retrenchment, and Mr. 
Latimer to Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Usher introduced a joint resolution to provide for the 
punishment of any person who may spread a false report; read 
Ist time. . 

The following bills were severally read a second time and re- 
ferred: to repeal the 8th section of the act of limitations; to 
limit the term of office of county treasurers; to provide for the 
holding an annual adjourned session of the Supreme Court in 
Eastern Texas.” 

Mr. Cook introduced a joint resolution making an ap- 
propriation for the repairs of the Capitol; read ist and 2d times 
and referred.” 

7The petition has not. been found. 

%Catherine Lindsey, a widow living in the county of Shelby, represented that 
her daughter, seventeen years of age, had been subject to mental derangement 
for four years. Petitioner was poor and had a family of children depending on 
her for support. She prayed Congress to take the matter into consideration and 
grant her such relief as her peculiar situation required. Endorsed: 88 Petition of 
Catherine Lindsey Nov 6th 1841. Select Committee Landrum Smith Patillo. 
Memorials and Petitions. 

oe of the Sixth Congress, Republic of Texas, 1841-1842, ITT. 

4a. 

The report has not been found. 

2A bill to repeal the 8th. section of the act of limitations has not been found: 
: A bill to limit the term of office and define the duties of the county treasurer 
was referred to the finance committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2283. Endorsed: 
Read ist time Nov-5th- Read 2 time Nov 6th Refd to Finance Com Indeft 
Postd Dec 2. An act to provide for the holding of an annual adjourned session 
of the supreme court in the Eastern section of the Republic was referred to the 
judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2354. Endorsed: Read ist time 
Nov 5th Read 2 time Nov 6 refd to Judey Com Read Nov 20th & Laid on the 


table until called up Laid on table until Dec 20th Substituted Dec 21st. 
“The bill has not been found. 
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Mr. Cook introduced a bill to define the boundaries of the 
County of Travis: read ist time 


[The following communication was received from the State 
Department: |* . 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AUSTIN, 6th Novr. 1841. 


To the Hon. SPEAKER OF THE H. or REPS. 
DIB, 


In accordance with a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of this date,” requesting the Secretary of State to furnish 
evidence of the appointment of the Hon. A. Ferguson, to the of- 
fice of Chief Justice of the County of San Patricio, and the date 


- of his resignation of said office; by request of the Secretary of 


State, I have the honor herewith to enclose to the House of Rep- 
resentatives a copy of a petition of the Citizens of the County of 
San Patricio recommending said Ferguson to the office of Chief 
Justice of said county (dated 23rd April 1841)“ which was re- 
ceived at this Department, and a commission made out and for- 
warded in accordance with said petition on the fifth of May 
1841.—The resignation of Judge Ferguson as Chief Justice of 
the County aforesaid is dated 1st September 1841." 


I have the honor to be Sir your Obt. Servi. 
JOS WAPLES C. C. Dept. of State 


On motion the House went into committee of the whole on- 
contested election for San Patricio County, and, after some time 
spent therein rose and recommended to the House the adoption 
of the report of select committee and passage of the resolution: 
report adopted and resolution passed.” 


On motion the House adjourned until Monday morning. 


MONDAY Nov. 8th. [1841] 


House met ;—roll called; quorum present ;—journals of Satur- 
day read and adopted. 


is R. A. Pennall presented his credentials and took his 
seat. 


On motion, Mr. Raymond was added to the judiciary Com- 
mittee; Messrs. Parker of Houston and Patillo to the Commit- 
tee on the State of the Republic. | 


“Correspondence, Department of State, 1836-1842, Letter Book No. 1, p. 249 
“Raymond, Chief Clerk of the House, to the Hon. Secy Sta mber ` 7 
Papers, Sixth Congress, No. 2582. . Oy ee er ere 
aiplection hegister, Lass toa took Ne 
ection Register, -= . Book No. 255, p. : 
e EA k Texas. P Beis alee onan Oaths end 
The resolution eclaring Ferguson’s seat vacant, does not appear in the Journal 
of November 6, as printed in the Austin City Gazette; it does appear in the Tegas 


. Sentinel, November 11, 1841, in the Journal for November 5. 
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The petitions of sundry citizens of Nacogdoches County,” and 
sundry citizens of Burnet County,” were presented. ; 

Mr. Parker of Houston introduced a bill to define the 
boundaries of Burnet County; read 1st time. 


. The Committee on Public Lands reported a bill for the relief 
of Joseph Levins; read 1st time. 

Mr. Usher introduced a bill requiring both Houses of Con- 
gress to adjourn sine die on the 1st January 1842 or sooner if 
practicable, read 1st time. | i 


On motion of Mr. Robinson the Naval Committee was in- 
structed to enquire in[to] the amount and disposition made of 
the money received by the officers of the navy from the Mex- 
icans at Tobasco [sic]. ` ; 


On motion of Mr. Latimer the Committee on Retrenchment 
was instructed to enquire on what terms the $300,000 borrowed 
by the Loan Commissioners was obtained and for what purpose,. 
and by what authority, applied. 

.On motion of Mr. Robinson the Committee on Public Lands 
was instructed to enquire into the terms of the contract entered 
into between the Government and Mr. Menard and others for 
one league and labor of land on the east end of Galveston Island.” 


On motion of Mr. Robinson the Secretary of the Treasury 
was required to furnish the House with a detailed statement of 
the annual appropriations and expenditures of the Government 
since its organization. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson the Naval Committee was in- 
structed to enquire into the expediency of recalling the Texian 
navy from the service of Yucatan. ` 

On motion of Mr. Robinson the Committee on Public Print- 
ing was. instructed to make arrangements for the printing of 
such documents as are ordered to be printed. ave: 

Mr. Hunter introduced a bill to define the boundaries of Goliad 
County; read 1st time. 


The bills for the relief of those who have not obtained head- 
rights; to amend the act of habeas corpus; to legitimatize cer- 
tain children; authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to employ extra clerks; to prevent forcible entry and de- 
tainers; to define.the bounderies of Travis County; supple- 


Certain voters of a portion of Nacogdoches County were subject to many em- 
barrassments and inconveniences because of their remoteness from the county 
seat. They prayed for the establishment of a judicial county embracing the fol- 
lowing bounds: commencing on the Angelina at the corner of Nacogdoches County 
on the Jasper County line—thence up the Angelina to the mouth of the Attoyac, 
thence up the Attoyac to the mouth of Lick Creek, thence up the same to the 
Kuykendall tract, a direct line to a point to be established one half mile north of 
the place, and beyond where Bluford Mitchell now resides, crossing the Angelina. 
Thence: southwest to the Neches River—thence down the Neches to the Jasper 
County line—thence with said county line to the place of beginning. The estab- 
lishment of a county in conformity to the above would place it in a convenient 
and acceptable form and the petitioners pray that their prayer be-granted. Signed 
by one hundred sixteen names. Endorsed: 77 Petition of the Citizens of Jasper 
County County Bound Nov 8th 1841. Memorials and Petitions. 

The petition has not been found. , 

5See Documents Shewing the Manner in which the Title to the Town Site on 
Galveston Island is Vested in the Trustees, Bailie and Gallaher, 1837. 
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mentary to the act regulating proceedings in civil suits; desig- 
nating the time that entrys shall hold lands without having the 
same surveyed: amending the act\for the election of Sheriffs, 
Coroners and Constables; repealing the 1st section of the act 
regulating proceedings in civil suits; authorizing Justices of the 
peace to empannel juries; granting further time for the pay- 
ment of Government dues and return of field-notes; were 
severally read a 2d time and referred.” 


Mr. Williamson introduced a bill to direct and regulate the 
proceedings in reference to forfeited or escheated lands; read 
ist time; rule suspended; read 2d time and referred.” 


On motion the House adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
o clock. 


284 bi for the relief of certain citizens of this Republic and for other purposes 
referred to committee on public lands. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2229. Endorsed: 
Read ist time Nov 5th Read 2 time Nov 8 refd Public Lands Substitute adopted 
Nov 11th 1241 Substituted by Public Land Comt. A bill to amend an act to pre- 
seribe the methed of proceedings to obtain the benefit of the writ of kabeas cor- 
pus approved January 14, 1840, referred to judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth 
Congress, No. 2238. Endorsed: Read Ist time No. 5th Read 2 time Nov 8 Judcy 
Com’tte read & ordered to be Engrossed Nov 13. An act to legitimatize certain 
children born out of wedlock referred to judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Con- 
gress, No. 2233. Endorsed: Read ist time Nov 5th Read 2 time Nov 8 Jud’cy 
Comt ordered to be End Nov 13. Joint resolution to authorize the commissioner 
of the general Iand office to employ extra clerks referred to committee on re- 
trenchment. Bilis, Sixth Congress, No. 2239. Endorsed: Read lst time Nov 5th 
Read 2 time Nov Sh refa to Retrenchment Com Read Nov 13th—& substituted 
same day and substitute passed. A bill to prevent forcible entries and detainers 
referred to judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2254, Endorsed: Read 
Ist time Nov. 5 41 Read 2 time Nov. 8 41 and Refd to Judey Comttee Read 
Nov 26 & laid on the Table & ordered to be Engrossed Nov. 20. 1841 Engrossed 
same day T..H Hord Eng. ck H. R Read 3d time Nov 22, & Laid on table un- 
til called up. A bill better to define the boundaries of Travis county referred to 
committee on county boundaries. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2396. Endorsed: Read 
ist time Nov 6th Read 2 time Nov 8 County Boundaries Nov lith 1841 Laid 
on table until called up Dec 2 Dec 24 Laid on table until Wednesday next Dec. 
29 Special order for Dec 3ist 1841 taken up and special order for Monday 
dany 3d 1342 strike out 4th sec. A bill supplementary to an act to regulate the 
proceedings in civil suits referred to judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, 
No. 2224. Endorsed: Read ist time Nov 5th Read 2 time Nov 8 Judey Comtee 
Indft postp Nov 13. A bill designating the time that entries shall hold lands 
without having the same surveyed referred to committee on public lands. Bills, 
Sixth Congress, No. 2221. Endorsed: Read ist time Nov 5th Read 2 time Nov 8 
Public Lands Indeft Postd Dec 2nd. A bill to amend an act entitled “an act for 
the election of sheriffs, coroners, and constables and defining their several duties” 
referred ta judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2235. Endorsed: Read 
ist time Nov 5 Read 2 time Nov 8 Judcy Comttee Indeft pospd Nov 13. A bill 
te repeal the first section of an act to amend an act to regulate proceedings in 
civil suits February 5, 1841, referred to judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Con- 
gress, No. 2237. TEindorsed: Read ist time Nov 5/41 Read 2 time Nov 8 Refd 
to Judey: Comttee read and ordered to be Engrossed Nov. 13, 1841 Engrossed 
Nov. 13, 1841 T. H. Hord Eng. clk H R. Read 34 time Nov 16th & Rejected 
Jim Raymond C C H of R Rejected. An act authorizing justices of the peace to 
empannel juries has not_ been found. An act granting further time for payment 
. of government dues and return of field notes referred to committee on public 

lands. Bils, Sixth Congress, Nos. 2214 and 2251. The endorsement of No. 2214 
reads: 3 10. A Bill granting further time for the payment of Government Dues 
and the return of field notes Read ist time Nov 3 Read 2d time Nov 4 Refd to 
Com P Lands Read Nov 8th and ordered to be Engd. The endorsement of No. 
2251 reads: 3 joint Resolution granting further time for the payment of Gov- 
ernment dues and the return of field notes. Read ist time Nov. 3d Read 2 time 
Nov. 4 Refd to Com. on P. Lands Read Nov. 8, and ordered to be engrossed. 
Emngrossed Nov. 9, 1841 Tho H Hord Eng. Clk. H. R Read 3d time Nov 9th & 
Rule suspd. Recommitted to P. Lands Nov 9th read and laid on table Read 
Nov i7th and passed to a 3d Reading—Read 3d time & passed Nov 18th. 

BAn act to direct and regulate the proceedings in reference to lands which 
ae pa OE E oe Pages eae oe to committee on public lands. Bills, 

ixth gress, No. . orsed: Read ist time Nov 8th Rule suspd and 
read 2d time Nov 8th and refd to Com P. Lands 


aw 
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TEUSDAY [sic], Nov. 9. [1841] 


House met; roll called; quorum present; journals of preceeding 
[sic] day read and adopted 


The committee on Finance reported, recommending the in- 
definite postponement of the joint resolution suspending the sale 
of land for taxes; report laid on the table until called up." 


_ The Judiciary Committee reported unfavorably on the peti- 
tions of Maj. Manning and John: Darwin; report adopted. 


_The Judiciary Committee reported on joint resolution to pro- 
hibit the payment of money out of the Treasury without ap- 
propriation, against the necessity of the passage of the same, 
the Constitution providing amply therefor ; report adopted. 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported; report adopted.” 


On motion of Mr. Usher a select Committee was appointed to 
count all the old “Star Money” and redeemed promissory notes 
in the Treasury Department, and report the best mode of de- 
stroying the same in presence of the assembled Representatives 
of the people; Committee—Messrs. Usher, Cooke, Grimes, Pen- 
nall, and Parker of Fort Bend. 


On motion, Mr. Pennall was added to the Committee on Coun- 
ty Bounderies. l 


On motion of Mr. Fowler the Military Committee was instruct- 
ed to enquire into the amount of expenditures that have accrued 
under the act to encourage Frontier protection, and also the 
number of Counties not reported. 


Mr. Head introduced a bill to establish a certain mail route: 
read ist time.” $ i 


Mr. Robinson introduced a bill to repeal the act prohibiting 
the issue of individual printed or lithographic notes; read ist 
time. 


Mr. Wynns introduced a bill to amend the acts to provide for 
taking testimony by interrogatories; read 1st time. 


Mr. Dennis introduced a bill defining the mode by which hold- 
ers of conditional certificates [shall establish the same] ; read Ist 
time. 


The following bills were severally read a second time and re- 
ferred or otherwise disposed of for the adjournment of Congress; 
defining the bounderies of Goliad County; defining the bound- 
aries of Burnet County; for the relief of J. Levins; a joint reso- 


The report has not been found. 

The reports have not been found. 

šsNo bill to establish a certain mail route that was read first time on Novem- 
ber 9, has been found, The following petition of the citizens of Panola County 
concerning a mail route, was read first time on November 10: i 

The residents of and in the vicinity of Marshall, the seat of justice of Panola 
County, stated, that owing to the present arrangement of the mail route, and the 
time allotted to the carriers from Nacogdoches and San Augustine, they. could not 
get any mail at Marshall, -where a post office had lately been established. ‘They 
suggested the expediency of causing the mail to be brought by Marshall, which 
could be a distributing office, on its way to Red River and Fannin, by which 
route time and distance might be saved with a considerable accommodation to 
many of the citizens. Endorsed: 114 Petition of Citizens of Panola County Post 
Office &c Nov 10th 1841. Memorials and Petitions. 3 
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lution granting further time for the payment of Government 
dues and return of field-notes.” i 


The petitions ofJ[I]. Pierson,” | T[S]. K. Blish,” and Dr. 
Doke” were presented and referred. 


A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the joint resolution for the election of Public 
Printer with amendments.” 


On motion the House adjourned until tomorrow morning at 
9 o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY Nov. 8 [10, 1841] 


“House met; roll called; quorum present; journals of the pre- 
ceding day read and adopted. 


The Committee on the State of the Republic reported a bill for 
the relief of P. Bious; read ist time. 


The Committee on county Boundaries reported favorably of 
a portion of the bill to define the boundaries of Travis County; 
report laid on: the table. 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported; report adopted.” 


The Hon. C. Van Ness, one of the members elect from Bexar 
County, presented his credentials and took his seat. 


Mr. Grimes ‘introduced a bill to suspend the, closing of mail 
contracts; read ist time. 


571A. bill for the adjournment of Congress has not been found. A bill to be en- 
titled an act to define the boundaries of the county of Goliad referred to commit- 
tee on county boundaries. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2236. Endorsed: Read ist 
time Nov 8 Read 2 time Nov 9 County Bound’s amended & orde[red] to be 
Engsd Nov 13 An act better to define the boundaries of Burnet county and for 
other purposes referred to committee on county boundaries. Bills, Sixth Congress, 
No. 2230. Endorsed: Read ist time Nov 8 Read 2 time Nov 9 & ordered to: be 
Engrossd Emngrossed Nov 13 41 Read 3d time Nov 22 and passed Jim Ray- 
mond C C H of R Read & returned for proper Engrossment. A. C. Macfarlane 
Secty Senate A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Joseph Levins, commit- 
tee not given. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2225. Endorsed: read ist time Nov 8 
read 2d time Nov 9 Ordered to be Engrossd. <A joint resolution granting further 
time ae the payment of government dues and return of field notes. See note 52, 
page 18. : ` 

š8Isaac Pierson by his own labor cleared a portion of lots 64 and 65 in Division 
A of the outlots of the Austin City tract, and his only means of support was the 
produce of these lots. He was induced to loca.e upon them under the belief that 
they would be sold, and being disappointed in this, he prayed Congress to grant 
him such relief as had been extended to his neighbors. Endorsed: Petition of 
Isaac Pierson Nov 9th 1841 Claims & Accts give the within to Land Committee 
favorable. Memorials and Petitions. . a 

Samuel K. Blish, a citizen of Texas and formerly a soldier of the army of the 
Republic, stated that he was wounded in an engagement with the Indians on 
November 10, 1837, under the command of Lieutenant B. Vantheusen, from 
which wound he had never recovered. Also while in the Ranging Corps under 
the command of Nicholas Wren, first lieutenant of company: C, he lost two 
valuable horses worth, according to certificate of said Wren, $100 in par funds 
each. He prayed Congress to grant him a floating claim for so much of the 
public domain as seemed right. Endorsed: Petition of Samuel K. Blish Claims 
& Acets Nov 9th 1841 Refer to Comty on Public Lands 1280 acres of land Cer- 
tificates from Branch T. Archer and Lieutenant Wren are with the petition. 
Memorials and Petitions. Samuel K. Blish served as a Ranger from July 25, 1836 
to March 8, 1838. Comptroller’s Military Service Records. ' 

David Doak, a citizen of Red River County, arrived in Texas on December 
29, 1839, and had resided there ever since. He had served in two campaignd 
against the Indians upon the eastern border. In 1839, he applied to the board of 
land commissioners for Red River County for 640 acres of land as the head of a 
family. But from some cause, unknown to him, s&id board granted him only 320 
acres. He prayed Congress to grant him a certificate for 320 acres more, and 
such other relief as might be deemed proper. Endorsed: 36 David Doak Petition 
to Congress Public Lands Nov 9th 1841. Memorials and Petitions. 

The message has not been found. 

The reports have not been found, 
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Mr. Caldwell introduced a bill amendatory of the acts to detect 
fraudulent land certificates and to provide for issuing patents to 
legal claimants; read 1st time. 


Mr. M’Connel introduced a bill to secure to purchasers of lands 
. har sales, payment for improvements made on such lands; read 
S ime, 


On motion, Mr. Van Ness was added to the Committees on 
Finance, Public Lands, Foreign Relelations [sic] and State of 
the Republic. 


_Mr. Parker of Houston introduced a bill to repeal the Cherokee 
bill; read 1st time. 


The following bills were severally read a second time and re- 
ferred—to repeal the bill prohibiting the issue of individual 
notes; to establish a certain mail route; defining the mode by 
which holders of conditional certificates shall establish the same; 
= amend the acts providing for taking testimony by interroga- 

ories. f : : 


The bill for the relief of J. Levins was read 3d time and 
passed. 


on atian the House adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
o'clock. 


THURSDAY, Nov. 11. [1841] 


House met—roll called—quorum present—journals read and 
adopted. l i 


Mr. Mayfield, one of the members from Nacogdoches County, 
presented his credentials and took his seat. 


Reports were received from the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
N Foreign Relations and Military Affairs; read and adopt- 
ed.“ 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the Committee on Finance was in- 
structed to enquire into the propriety of authorizing the auditing 
the interest due on the publie debt and the receipt of the same 
in payment of direct taxes. 


33A pill to repeal the bill prohibiting the issue of individual notes has not been 
found. A bill to be entitled an act to change a certain mail route therein named 
was referred to a select committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2227, Endorsed: 
Read ist time Nov 13 Read 2 time same day and refd to select Comt Van 
Zandt Porter Latimer Hewett Fowler reported the same day and order to be 
Engsd Rule further suspd same day & passed. A bill defining the mode by 
which the holders of conditional certificates shall establish the same and to ob- 
tain unconditional certificates referred to committee on public lands. Bills, Sixth 
Congress, No. 2241. Endorsed: Read ist time Nov 9th 1841 Read 2 time Nov 10— 
refd to Public Lands substituted Nov 16th by comt on Public Lands. An act to 
amend and repeal in part an act entitled an act to provide for taking testimony. 
by interrogatories approved December 18, 1837, and to amend and repeal in part 
the act amendatory thereof, approved January 9, 1841, referred to judiciary 
committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2259. Endorsed: Read ist time Nov 9 
Read 2 time Nov 10 refd to Judey Comt. Indeft Postd Nov 20th. 

“The reports have not been found. 
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Mr. Raymond introduced a bill to repeal the act prohibiting 
forced sale of slaves; read ist time and referred. 


Mr. Porter introduced a bill requiring county su[r]veyors to 
reside at the county town of the respective counties; read ist 
ime. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to provide for the erection of a 
penitentiary ; read ist time. 


_The Committee on Public Lands reported substitutes for the 
bill for the relief of certain citizens who have arrived at the age - 
of 17 years, and for the bill repealing a portion of the act 
granting land to emigrants and to extend a further donation to 
emigrants; report adopted, substitutes read, amended and re- 
committed to Committee on Public Lands.” 


A bill to define the boundaries of the county of Travis; read, 
and on motion of Mr. Morris, laid on the table. 


Mr. Wood introduced a bill to regulate the public printing; 
read ist time. 


The Committee on the State of the Republic reported on that 
portion of the President’s Message relating to the seizure and 
detention of the property of certain. Mexican traders, suggesting 
that the Pay-Master be required to retain all pay, if any due the 
company of Capt. C. M. Cuanor, [Creaner] until further action. 
of Congress.” 


M[r]. Parker, of Fort Bend, introduced a bill to repeal a por- 
tion of the act incorporating the towns of San Felipe, Richmond - 
and La Grange; read 1st time. 7 


On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o'clock, p. m. 


e 3 o'clock, p. m. 
House met—roll called—quorum present. l 


On motion of Mr. Williamson the Annual Message of the Pres- 
ident was referred to a select committee, with instructions to re- 
port thereon. Committee—Messrs. Williamson, Porter, Jones 
of Gonzales, Raymond and Caldwell. 

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, Mr, Williamson was 
added to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

[The Committee on Publie Lands, William N. Porter, chair- 


man, made the following report: |” 


seThe report has not been found. These two bills are (1) A Bill for the Relief 
of the citizens of this Republic who havé or may arrive at the age of seventeen 
years by the Ist of January 1842 and for other purposes. Bills, Sixth Congress, 
No. 2229. Endorsed: 16 Bill for the Releaf of certain eltizens of this Republie 
and for other purposes—Read 1st time Nov 5th Read 2 time Nov 8 refd Publie 
Lands, Substitute adopted Nov 11th 1841 ref Substituted by Public Land Comt 
(2) A. Bill to be entitled an act to amend and repeal a portion of an act grante 
ing jand to emigrants, and citizens and for other purposes, Bills, Sixth Congress, 
No. 2256, Endorsed: 16 A Bill to be entitled’ an. act to amend and repeal a 
portion of an act granting jand to emigrants apprvd. Jan. 4th, 1841, and to ox- 
tend a further donation of land to emigrants and citizens and for other purpoceg 
Read ist time Noy 5. Read 2 time Nov 8 refd to Com P Lands Noy Iith read 
and recommitted to P. Lands Read Nov 20 & ordered to be Engcd. Bngrocce) 
Nov. 20 Tho. H. Hord Eng. Clk H R. (This is the amendment—original not 
found] See Gammel, Phe Laws of Pores, Ye SS 507: th Congreso, p. 16, m 25 
ẹ repo ‘ no een foun j k y De g Whe ri 
“Reports, Sixth. Congress, No. 2582. Endorsed: 16 Report. W. O, Winston 
Pub. Land Recd.'11 Nov 41 ` : 


a 


ih aya han oa ceo tga Mi ans ES gtr Aia Memento alone 
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' 


On the Petition of Wm O Winston” for certificate of Head- 
right Your committee beg leave to report the same back to the 
house. & further to say a bill is now under consideration, which 
this committee will report (by leave) providing for ail such cases 
& ask to be discharged from its further consideration 


Wn N Porter Chrmn 


On motion, the House adjourned until tomorrow morning. 


FRIDAY, Nov. 12TH. [1841] 


House met; roll called; quorum present; journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. 


The petitions of J. Moore,” S. Hughes,“ E. H. Campbell,” W. 


Bryan,” J. G. Todd,” and A. C. Hyde,” were severally presented 
and referred. j 


The petition has not been found. 


BJames Moore, a citizen of Bowie County, emigrated to Texas and arrived at 
Caddo Prairie on Red River before March 2, 1836, which place was then supposed 
to be in Texas. About March 15, he reached that portion of Red River County 
now called Bowie County and had remained a citizen thereof ever since. He 
applied to the Board of Land Commissioners of Red River County for his quantum 
of land, which board granted him a certificate for a league and a labor. Sub- 
sequent to this time the Investigating Board of Land Commissioners rejected this 
certificate as not genuine. The petitioner believed that he was entitled to this 
amount of land from the cireumstances of his being an actual citizen of a portion 
of country believed then to be in Texas and from the fact that he had remained 
a citizen of Bowie County, known to be a part of Texas, from March 15, 1836, to 
the present. From the peculiar nature of the case he had no remedy in law and 
he therefore petitioned Congress that the certificate granted him for one league 
and one labor of land be ratified and confirmed. Eli Campbell and Samuel Hughes 
testified that the statement of James Moore was correct. Endorsed: 93 James 
Moore Petition to Congress Public Lands Nov 12 unfavorable. Memorials and 

etitions., 

“Samuel Hughes, a citizen of Bowie County, presented the same petition which 
was attested by James Moore and Eli Campbell. Endorsed: 73 Petition of Sami 
Hughes Public Lands Nov. 12th. Memorials and Petitions. 

ZEU Hoyett Campbell, a citizen of Bowie County, likewise presented the same 
petition which was attested by James Moore and Samuel Hughes. Endorsed: Eli 
H eqnmpbell Petition to Congress Public Lands Nov. 12th. Memorials and 

etitions. 


“William Bryan stated that the officers of the Texas Navy were in the 
harbor of New Orleans during the year 1841 under the command of Commodore 
E. W. Moore. Moore was destitute of the means necessary to meet the current 
expenses of the Navy or to purchase certain articles indispensable to its use. 
Bryan readily and liberally advanced the money to supply the wants of the 
Navy when in a foreign port and when all other aid was absent. The balance 
-Que Bryan was $2,113.62 with interest up to the present time. He felt that a 
Sense of justice alone would admonish that compensation was due. Endorsed: 8 
Wm Bryan Refd Com. on-claims & accounts Jany 18. Memorials and Petitions. 

"The petition of John G. Tod, formerly Naval Agent of Texas to the United 
States and late commander of the Naval Station at Galveston, showed that he 
arrived In Austin in October, 1840, for the purpose of settling his accounts with 
the government, which was accomplished to the satisfaction of himself and 
the proper officer. . 

The April following, 2 correspondence ensued between Tod and the Auditor 
upon the subject of Tod’s disbursements at which time many rumors and reports 
were Circulated which were calculated to injure, if not destroy, his reputation. 
Tod further represented that, under the act reducing the navy and laying it up in 


ordinary, he was retained in office for some months, and then he was dismissed 
from the service and another appointed to the office, on the ground of seniority. 
The fact was that Tod held a rank in the navy previous to its reorganization 
superior to that of any officer at present connected with the service. He did 
not desire to be restored to the place in the service to which in his opinion he 
had just claims, but as the mode of his removal was such as to imply censure in 
regard to his past conduct as an officer, he was desirous that all the circum- 
stances connected with that removal] together with the settlement of his accounts 
as Naval Agent should be enquired into by Congress, and such action taken thereon 
as would relieve the reputation of the petitioner from the censure which he 
conceived had been unjustly cast upon it, and that such censure should fall where 
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The Committee on the Judiciary reported on several bills; re- 
port received and bills to come up in the orders of the day.” 


On. motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the President was re- 
quested to inform the House, what amount of money has been 
borrowed during his administration? from whom? under what 
laws? in what kind of funds? how much remains on hand? if 
any, where deposited? how much has been expended? by virtue 
of what appropriations? 


Mr. Kuykendall introduced a bill supplementary to the act to 
raise a public revenue by direct taxation; read ist time. 


The following bills were severally read 2d time and referred— 
to repeal the act prohibiting the forced sale of slaves; to reg- 
ulate slave police; to provide for the erection of a penitentiary; 
requiring county surveyors to reside at their county seat; to 
amend the bankrupt law; to repeal the bankrupt law; confirm- 
ing the title of the Corporation of Victoria to the town tract; to 
repeal a portion of the acts incorporating the towns of San 
Felipe, Richmond and La Grange; to regulate the public print- 
ing. 

F A bill to amend the charter of the city of Houston; read 1st 
ime. 


A bill to regulate the fees of office; read 1st time. 


it was justly due. Endorsed: 143 Petition of John G. Tod. Memorials and 
itions. 
, The petition has not been found. A. C. Hyde was Postmaster at Austin 
in April, 1841, and clerk of the Post Office Bureau, December i8, 1841, to January 
31, 1842. He served as orderly sergeant of Captain Fisher’s company in the 
Somervell campaign. After Somervell’s return from the Rio Grande, Hyde joined 
Captain Claudius Buster’s company. On Buster's roll dated at Perote Castle, 
Hyde is listed among those detailed with the notation: supposed to have arrived 
safe in Texas. See Comptroller’s Military Service Records, Comptroller’s Civil 
Service Records, Public Debt Papers, Muster rolls of the soldiers of the Republic, 
San Antonio Express, January 13, 1894, p. 8, c. 1. 

The report has not been found. 

8A bill to be entitled an act to regulate slave police was referred to the com- 
mittee on the state of the Republic. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2497. Endorsed: 
50 37 No. 208 A Bill to be entitled an act to regulate Slave Police, Read ist time 
Nov.. 11—Read 2. time Nov. 12 Refd to Committee on the State of the Republic— 
& ordered to be Engrossed January 13, 1842 Engrossed Jan. 14, 1842 Tho H. 
Hord E. C. H R Read 3rd time Jany 10th & Laid on table until 17th inst Taken 
up and passed Jany 17th J H Raymond C C H R Read 1. time Jany 18, 1842 
Read 2 time Jany 19, 1842 & Refered Judiciary Reported Jany 24, 1842 Read 
2. time Jany 24, 1842 Read 3. time Jany 25, 1842 & passed with an amendment 
A. C. Macfarlane Secty Senate Laid on Table. House bills to provide for the 
erection of a penitentiary; requiring county surveyors to reside at their county 
seat; to repeal the act prohibiting the forced sale of slaves have not been found. 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act creating a system of bankruptcy and 
regulating the collection of foreign debts was referred to the judiciary committee. 
Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2284. Endorsed: 51 A Bil to amend an act creating 
a system of Bankruptcy and regulating the collection of foreign debts Read ist 
time Nov 11 Read 2 time Nov 12 refd to Judcy Comt substitute inside adopted 
Dec 2d ordered to be Engrossed Engsd. same day. Tho H Hord Eng. Clk H. R 
substitute adopted. The bill confirming the title to the town tract of the town 
of Victoria to the corporation of said_ town was referred to the committee on 
public lands. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2277. Endorsed: 48 11 A Bill con- 
firming the title to the town tract of the town of Victoria to the Corporation of 
said town Read ist time Nov 11th Read 2 time Nov 12 refd. Public Lands 
ordered to be Engsd Nov 29th Engrossed Nov 29 Tho H Hord Eng Clk favorable: 
A bill to repeal a portion of the acts incorporating the towns of San Felipe, 
Richmond and La Grange was referred_to the judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth 
Congress, No. 2258. Endorsed: 56 A Bill to repeal a certain’ portion of an act 
to incorporate the City of Richmond &C. &C—Read ist time Nov 1ith Read 2 
time Nov 12 refd Judey Comt ‘ordered to be Engsd Nov 20th Engrossed Nov 20. 
T H Hord E C The bills to repeal the bankrupt law and to regulate public 


printing have not been found. 
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A message was received from the President respecting the ap- 
propriations for running the boundary line; read and referred to 
Finance Committee with instructions to report by bill.” 


A bill to define the boundary of Burnet County; read 2d time 
and ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Darnell, the Secretary of the Treasury was 
requested to inform the House what amount of revenue has been 
derived for the last two years from each collectoral district for 
impost duties together with the expense of collecting the same. 


The committee on claims and accounts reported, recommend- 
ing the sale of the Capitol to pay the expenses of the repairs, 


read, and together with accompanying joint resolution, laid on 
the table.” 


Mr. Usher, ove of said committee, gave notice of his intention 
to present a counter report. | 

Mr. Raymond introduced a bill to amend the act to encourage 
frontier protection; read ist time. 


Mr. Cooke introduced a bill for the relief of Isaac Pierson; read 
ist time. : 

On motion, Mr. Cooke was added to the Judiciary committee, 
Mr. Raymond to the committee on Public Lands, Mr. Jones of 
Galveston on Naval Affairs, Mr. Williamson to the committee 
on the State of the Republic. 

Mr. Patillo introduced a bill to organize a part of Jasper and 
Jefferson counties for judicial and other purposes; read Ist 
time; rules suspended; read 2d time and referred.” 


On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o’clock. 


SATURDAY, \Nov. 13. [1841] 


House met; roll called; quorum present; journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. 


The Committee on Post Offices reported; report adopted." 


The petition of T. H. Addich [Addicks]* was read and re- 
ferred. 


See Senate Journal, Siath Congress, 35-36. 

&See pp. 63-4, note 58 

The bili to organize a part of the counties of Jefferson and Jasper was 
referred to the committee on county boundaries. Bills, Sixth Congress, No, 2273. 
Endorsed: 60 An Act to organize a Part of the Counties of Jefferson and Jasper 
For Judicial and other Purposes Read ist time Nov 12 Rule suspd & Read 2a 


time same day & Refd to County B—substitute adopted inside ordered to be 
Eng Nov 27— $ 


“The report has not been found. 

SThomas H. O'S. Addicks, a native of the United States of North America, 
emigrated in the winter of 1833, to Beales’ Colony, on the east side of the Rio 
Grande in the then Mexican state of Coahuila and Texas. In March, 1834, Beales 
and several colonists, among them Addicks, laid off and established the town of 
Dolores, The oath of allegiance to the Mexican Republic was taken by all 
and an ayuntamiento elected. Another company of colonists was introduced in 
the summer of 1836. Lots in the town were assigned to each of the colonists 
and many improved them by the erection of comfortable dwelling houses, etc. 
An agriculturist arrived in 1885, employed by the empresarios at $1000 per annum. 
At the same time an immense supply of provisions, with mills, machinery, and 
all tools and implements necessary for an agricultural community were forwarded, 
and a saw and grist mill were erected. Agents had for some time been employed 
in Ireland and Germany in collecting emigrants for the colony, and the settle- 
ment continued to prosper and improve until, appalled by the destruction of the 
Alamo and the massacre of Fannin and his gallant comrades, the colonists dis- 


t 


\ 
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The following bills were severally redd 2d time and referred— 
to amend an act therein named; for the relief of Isaac Pierson; 
to amend an act to encourage frontier protection; supple- 
mentary to the act to raise a revenue by direct taxation.“ 


The bill to amend the charter of the City of Houston; read 2d 
time, and, on motion, laid on the table until called up. 


The bill to define the boundaries of the County of Goliad; 
read 2d time; amended ; ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Van Zandt introduced a bill to change a certain mail route ; 
read 1st time; rule suspended; read 2d time and referred." 


persed in all directions to secure their own safety. The petitioner, who was private 
secretary of the Empresario, had under his charge a large amount of property, 
which he had conveyed to San Fernando. There he was imprisoned by the 
Mexican authorities on a charge of conspiring with the Texans and the property 
under his charge was seized, confiscated and destroyed. 

A. fact highly: honorable to the gallantry and courage of the little band of 
colonists is that when Santa Anna arrived on the Rio Grande at the head of 
his thousands of myrmidons and required boats of the colonists to pass the 
troops across the river, they peremptorily refused, determined to be in no way 
momental in the destruction of their fellow citizens battling in the cause. of 

The petitioner reached San Antonio in 1837, and there established his resiđence. 
He held public office and had served as a soldier. He had not obtained a title 
to any land in Beales’ colony to which he was entitled by law, nor had he 
received any land under. the laws of the Republic. He prayed Congress to 
grant him the portion of land to which he was entitled as a single man under 
the colonization laws of Coahuila and Texas. Endorsed: Petition of T H Addicks 
refd to Come of Public Lands—. Memorials and Petitions. : 

SA bill to be entitled an act to amend an act therein named was referred to 
the judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2258. Endorsed: 63 A bill 
to amend an Act therein named. Read ist time Nov 12th Read 2 time Nov 13 
-refd_to Judey Comt ordered to be Engsd Nov 20th Engsd Nov 20. T H. Hord 
E. C. The joint resolution for the relief of Isaac Pierson was referred to the 
committee on public lands. - Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2282. Endorsed: 62 23 
Joint Resolution for the releif [sic] of Isaac Pierson Read ist time Nov 12 Read 
2 time Nov 13 refd to Public Lands- Laid on table Dec 2nd. Read 3d time & 
passed—J H Raymond C C H R Read 1. time Jany 14. 42 Read 2 time Jany 
15. 42 & Indefinitely postponed A. C. Macfarlane Secty Senate. The bill to 
amend an act to encourage frontier protection has not been found. A bill to be 
entitled an act supplementary to an act to raise a public revenue by direct 
taxation approved January: 16th 1840, was referred to the finance committee. 
Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2231. Endorsed: A Bill to be entitled An Act sup- 
plementary to “An Act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation” approved 
January 16th 1840. Read ist time Nov 12. Read 2 time Nov 13 refd to Finance 

omt 


8 A bill to be entitled an act to change a certain mail route therein named was 
referred to a select committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2227. Endorsed: 69 A 
Bill to Change Certain Mail Routes therein named Read 1st time Nov 13_ Read 
2 time same day and refd to select Comt Van Zandt Porter Latimer Hewett 
Fowler reported the same day and order to be Engsd Rule further suspd same 
day & passed. ‘The report is with the bill and is endorsed: Amendments by 
Select Committee. Only two sections were in the original bill. The report of 
the Select Committee was evidently sections three, four, five, six and seven, which 
were added to the bill and which read: 

Sect. 3d Be it further enacted, The the rout From Nacogdoches to Epersons 
Ferry shall from and after the pasage [sic] of this act run from Nacogdoches 
direct to Marshall thence to Smithland from thence direct to the Court House in 
the county of Paschal and thence direct to the County site of Bowie Co 

Sect. 4 Be it further enacted that the Rout from Epersons Ferry to Jonesboro 
is hereby abolished. And there shall be one route which is hereby established 
from the Co site of Bowie Co. to Warren in Fannin County by the Way of De 
Kalb, Bowie Co Col. James Titus’ Red River Co, Clarksville Red River Co, Paris 
Lamar Co Sheltons Lamar Co. & Fort English Fanin [sie] Co. to Warren in 

‘ani s A x 
$ Sect, © Be it Further enacted, that the Route from Myrtle Springs Bowie Co 
to Fulton in Arkansas be so changed as to run from the Co site of Bowie Co to 
Fulton in Arkansas, by the way of Col. Charles Moors. David Lanes Esar and 


. to Fulton in Arkansas— 


Sect. 6. Be it further enacted that there shall be one Route from Clarksville in 
Red River Co to Jonesborough in Red River Co. by Pine Creek ; 
[Sect. 7] Be it further enacted that all other Routs not herein mentioned North 


i 5 ished ; 
of the Sabine is hereby abol ieee, 
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Mr. Wood imtroduced a bill to amend the act concerning de- 
vyoree [sie] and alimony; read Ist time. l i 

Mr. Raymond introduced a bill for the relief of T. N. B. 
Greer” read Ist time. 

The bills to amend the Habeas Corpus act, and repeal the 
ist section of the act amending the act regulating proceedings in 
civil suit: read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. i ; 

The bills supplementary to the act regulating proceedings in 
civil suits, to amend the act for the election of Sheriffs, Con- 
stables and Coroners, to repeal the Sth section of the act of m- 
imation [sic], to repeal the 19th section of the act of liminations; 
read 2d time and indefinitely postponed. 


The bill to legitimate children born out of wedlock; read 2d 
time; amended ; ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Grimes introduced a bill appropriating $35,000 for the 
use of the Post-Office; read Ist time: rule suspended; read 2d 
time and referred.” 


The Committee on Publie Printing reported; proposals of 
several printers in this city for the execution of the job printing; 
propositions read; and resolution introduced by Printing Com- 
mittee adopted.” 


The Committee to whom was referred the bill to change cer- 
tain mail routes reported; report adopted, bill read 2d and 3d 
times and passed. 


The Committee on Naval Affairs reported that it was inex- 
pedient for the House of Representatives to act upon the subject 
of the recal[{i] of the Texian Navy until after action shall be 
had by the Senate on the convention entered into by the Execu- 


tive with the State of Yucatan; report read and laid on the table 
until called up.” 


Mr. Darnell introduced a joint resolution requiring the Pres- 
ident to retall the Texas Navy: read 1st time. 

The Committee on Retrenchment reported a joint resolution 
authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 


“Thomas N. B. Greer, for himself and in behalf of his company of Rangers, 
stated that in the winter of 1840, the settlements of Boggy and Trinity in 
Robertson County were threatened by much danger from the Indians. The citizens 
were satisfied that unless they received some protection from the government they 
would have to abandon the frontier and desert their homes. They petitioned the 
President for relief and requested that a company of regulars be situated above 
them for their protection, but as the regular force was stationed at other points, 
the President requested the citizens of the vicinity to organize a company among 
themselves for their own protection for three months and trust to Congress for an 
appropriation to pay them for their services. The citizens therefore organized 
themselves into a company of mounted riflemen and chose the petitioner for 
their captain. Said company known as the Boggy and Trinity Rangers, was 
organized on February 22, 1840, and remained in service for three months when 
they were honorably discharged. There was no appropriation to pay them and 
the petitioner begged Congress to grant them such relief as seemed meet and 
right. Endorsed: 54 Petition of Capt. Thos. N. B. Greer for relief &c n. a. 
Memorials and Petitions. 

"The bill was referred to the finance committee, Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 
2276, Endorsed: A Bill making further appropriation for the Post Office Dept 
Read ist time Nov 13 Rules suspd Read 2d time & refa to Finance Comt Rule 
suspd Read 3d time & passed Nov 29—Engrossed & transmitted to the Senate. 
The amount appropriated was $59,572.50. 

“The report has not been found, nor the proposals of printers. 

“The reports have not been found. 
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employ four additional clerks for six weeks ;* read ist time, rules 
suspended; read 2d and 3d times and passed. 


a the House adjourned until Monday morning at 10 
o’clock. 


Monbay Nov 8. [15, 1841] 


House met—roll called—quorum present—journals of Satur- 
day read and adopted. 


_The Hon. M. F. Roberts presented his credentials and took 
his seat. 


A message was received from the Senate requesting a dona- 
= of fifteen. copies of all documents printed for the use of the 
ouse.” 


The Committee on Finance, T. Robinson, chairman, to whom 
was referred, “A bill to provide a fund for county purposes;” re- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommended its passage. 
Also, “A bill to limit the term of office, and define the duties of 
county Treasurer ;’’ reported that the objects contemplated in 
said bill were already provided for in -the existing laws, and 
therefore recommended its indefinite postponement; and beg- 
ged to be discharged from a further-consideration on the sub- 
ject. Report received, and laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day: 


The Committee on the state of the Republic, J. D. Morris, 
chairman, to whom was recommitted the petition and resolu- 
tion for the relief of P. Bious, a free man of color, reported the - 
same back to the House, and recommended the passage of the 
joint resolution. Report received, and resolution laid on the ta- 
ble, to come up among the orders of the day. : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, T. M. Dennis, chairman, 
reported that they had examined the following bills, to wit: a 
bill to define the boundaries of Burnet county, and for other. 
purposes; a Bill to amend an act to prescribe the method of pro- 
ceeding to obtain the benefit of the Writ of Habeas Corpus, ap- 
proved Jan. 14th, 1840; a bill to define the boundaries of the ` 
county of Goliad; a Bill to repeal the 1st sec. of an act to amend 
an act to regulate proceedings in civil suits, approved 5th Feb., 
1841, and a Bill to legitimatize children born out of wedlock, 


2The report has not been found. The substitute was passed. The original 
bill reads: Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Repst of the Republic of 
Texas in Congress Assembled that the Commissioner of the General Land office 
be & is hereby authorised to employ —.._ clerks for the space of two weeks as 
assistants whose pay pro rata shall be the same as other clerks of the same 
grade, in the different departments of this government. Bills, Sixth Congress, 
No. 2239. Endorsed: 17 Joint Resolution to authorize the Comr Genl Land Office 
to employ Extra Clerks Read ist time Nov 5th Read 2 time Nov 8th refd to 
_Retrenchment Com Read Nov 13th & substituted same day and substitute passed. 
- The message has not been found, 
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in certain cases; and found the same correctly engrossed. Report 
adopted.” 


On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the Secretary of the 
Treasury was requested to inform the House of. the number 
of persons employed in each of the custom-houses at Galveston, 
Velasco, Port Calhoun and Aransas, the stations they fill, the 
duties they perform and the compensation received. 


Mr. Kuykendall, offered the following resolution, viz: Re- 
solved, that the committee on Education be, and they are hereby 
required to ascertain from the Commissioner.of the General 
Land Office, what quantity of land he has patented in accord- 
ance with the provisions of an act entitled,.an act appropriating 
certain lands for the establishing of a general system of educa- 
tion, approved Jan. 26th, 1839; and any other information in 
regard to said lands that may be deemed necessary by said 
committee. Adopted.” 


Mr. Cooke introduced a joint resolution for the benefit of 
M. H. Beaty; read Ist time. 


Mr. Cooke offered the following resolution, to-wit: Be it 
resolved, by the house of representatives, that a special com- 
mittee be appointed to enquire into the general condition of 
the General Land Office,‘and report to the house the state of 
the different. appropriations made for that bureau ` by the 
congress of 1840, and 1841, and especially, an[d] in detail, 
with regard to the contingent appropriation for $30,000; and 
that said committee shall have power to send for persons and 
papers, and take the deposition of any person or persons rela- 
tive thereto, and report the same to this house at the earliest 
possible period. Adopted. 


Whereupon, the speaker appointed Messrs. Cooke, Smith, 
Patillo, Brown, and Landrum, said committee.” 


A message was received from the President accompanied with 
reports from Capt. G. B. Erath, and C. R. Johns, Brigade in- 
spector 4th Brigade Texas Militia; message and reports read 
and referred to Committee on Military Affairs.” 


The Committee on Public Lands reported a bill for the relief 


of J. S. Black, and sundry citixens [sic] of Harris County; 
read Ist time. 


“The three reports referred to have not been found The th 

S re: . ree paragraphs are 
taken from the report in The Weekly Texian, November 25, 1841, which issue is 
volume I, number 1, and are embodied here in place of the paragraphs in the 
report in the Austin City Gazette, November 17, 1841, because they give more 
in ormation. The first issue of the Daily Bulletin appeared on November 27, 1841. 
r portions of the Tournal as found in The Tesian and the Daily Bulletin from these 

S close o e sessio i 

are incorporated in the Joumal sion or the discontinuance of the papers, 
gaps paragraph is from the report in The Weekly Texian, November 25, 


as iis paragraph is taken from the report in The Weekly Texian, November 


Neither the message nor the reports have been found. In the report in 


The Weekly Texian, November 25, 18 i i i 
Mon, Mies, gegian, 41, G. B. Erath is namd as captain Minute 
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COMMITTEE Room, 15th Nov. 1841. 
To the Hon. SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF -REPRESENTATIVES: 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of John S. Black, a citizen of Harris county, together 
with such of the report of the commissioner of the General 
Land Office, as relates to the records of the Board of Land 
Commissioners of Harris county, have had the same under 
consideration, and beg leave to report that they deem it nec- 
essary, in order to do justice to those who have obtained cer- 
tificates from the board of land commissioners of Harris county, 
and to carry out the intention of the law to detect fraudulent 
land certificates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal 
claimants, that some action of congress should be taken upon 
the subject; the committee have therefore instructed me to 
submit the accompanying bill to the house, and recommended 


its passage. 
(Signed,) J [I]. VAN ZANDT, Ch’m. 


Which report was received and a bill for the relief of John 
Black, and sundry citizens of Harris county, read first 
ime.” - 

The joint resolution recalling the Texas navy, read 2d time 
and referred, together with the report of Naval Committee 
made on Saturday, to a select committee. Committee, Messrs. 
Darnell, Cooke, Robinson, Van Zandt, Wynns, Mayfield, Jones 
of Galveston, Hewett.” 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the different proposals for the 
public printing were read and referred to Committee on Print- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the Chief Clerk was authorized t 
purchase inkstands for the use of the House. 

A bill to repeal a portion of the act concerning alimony and 
divorce; read 2d time and referred.” i 

A. message was received from the President accompanied with 
communications from the Secretary of the Treasury and Com- 
missioner of Revenue, requesting a compensation for the serv- 
ices of Mr. Kloppenburg as book-keeper in Treasury Depart- 
ment: read and referred to Committee on Retrenchment.’ 

On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 


House met—roll called—quorum present. 
On motion of Mr. Darnell, Mr. Hewett was added to the 
select committee on naval affairs.’ 


This paragraph and the report are in The Weekly Texian, November 25, 
1841. ; u 

According to the report in The Weekly Tesian, November 25, 1841, Williamson 
was on the special committee. 

wThe bill has not been found. 

1The message and the communications have not been found. 

?This paragraph is in the report in The Weekly Tesian, November 25, 1841. 
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The bill for the relief of Capt. T. N. B. Greer and his com- 
pany; read 2d time and referred.’ 


The Committee on Public Printing reported. 


On motion, the Senate was informed_that the House was 
ready to go into an election for Public Printer. 


On motion, Mr. Harrison was permitted to withdraw his 
propositions. 


At the request of the Senate, the joint rule requiring both 
Houses of Congress to go into elections in their respective 
chambers was suspended, and the Senate came into the House 
for the purpose of going into the election; in consequence of 
a misunderstanding as to the proposals, the Senate retired 
without going into the election. 


A joint resolution was received from the Senate adjourning 
the election of Public Printer until the 17th inst; read 1st 
time and indefinitely postponed. 


Mr. Mayfield introduced a joint resolution relative to public 
printing; read ist, 2d and 3d times and passed. 


On motion the House went into an election for Public Printer; 
Mr. Williamson nominated Samuel Whiting, there being no 
other nomination, said Whiting received thirty-five votes. 


A message was received from the senate informing the house 
of the passage of a joint resolution authorizing the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to employ extra clerks; also 
that they have appointed a committee of codference [sic] on the 
amendments to a joint resolution to change certain mail routes 
therein named, and requested the appointment of a like com- 
mittee on the part of the House. The question being put, the 
speaker appointed Messrs. Van Zandt, Porter, Fowler and 
Smith as committee of conference on the part of the house, to 
‘act in conjunction with said committee of the senate. 


Mr. Jones, of Galveston, offered the following resolution 2 
Resolved, that the special committee to whom was referred the 


3An act for the relief of Captain Thomas N. B. Greer and his company of 
Rangers was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. Bills, Sixth 
Congress, No. 2318. Endorse@d: Read 1st time Nov 13 Read 2 time Nov 15 


ref’d to Claims & Accts ordered to be Engd. Dec 10th Report favorable Engrossed 
Tho H Hord E.C HR = . : =" 


°* The report has not been found. 


This is the 18th joint rule which reads: In all elections by joint ballot of both 
-Houses of Congress, the Senate and House of Representatives shall vote in their 
respective chambers. When a vacancy or vacancies are to be filled, the House 
of Representatives shall send a message to the Senate, informing them at 
what time they propose proceeding to the election to fill such vacancies; and, if 
the Senate concur, the ¢lection\shall be held at the time fixed on. Previous to the 
time so fixed, both huses shall proceed ta make their nominations; and notice 
of such nominations shall, as|soon as convenient, be reciprocally interchanged. 
After the ballot or ballots shall have been held, the returns of such ballot or 
ballots, signed by the presiding officer of each house and attested by the Chief 
Clerk or Secretary, shall be, in like manner, interchanged—The result of the 
joint ballot, or ballots, shall then be declared by the presiding officer of each 
house respectively; and if no person has received a majority of votes to fill a 
vacancy, then the two houses shall proceed to nominate and ballot again, as above; 
which balloting shall continue until a choice shall be made: and the Speaker of 
the House, and President, or President pro_ tem. of the Senate, shaH give the 
necessary certificate to the person elected. Rules for Conducting Business in the 
Senate, caption title, he rule does not appear in Standing Rules for 


Conducting Business in the House o Representat t 
Hone eee, f Rep atives of the Republic of Texas. 
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petition of John G. Tod, be instructed to act in conjunction 
with such committee as may be appointed by the senate to 
act on the same, and that a copy of said petition together with 
a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the senate. Adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the house adjourned until 10 


o'clock tomorrow morning. 
TUESDAY, Nov. 16. [1841] 


House. met—roll called—quorum present—journals of the 
preceding day read and adopted. 


Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Aaron F. Boyce in 
relation to the murder of his son; read and referred to Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, with instructions to procure the 
tertimony [sic] of Gen. E. Burleson and. others on the subject 
of the above petition and the conduct of the Lipan Indians. 


Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Mrs. A. D. Smith ;* read 
and referred to Committee on Public Lands. ~ 


The committee on the judiciary, Jno B. Jones, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to amend and repeal, in part, an act’ 
to provide-for taking testimony by interrogatories, approved 
Dec. 18th, 1837, and to amend and repeal in part an act amend-. 
atory thereof, approved January 9th, 1841. 


Also, a bill amendatory to an act, supplementary to an act 
to detect fraudulent land ‘certificates. 


Also, a bill to repeal an act creating a system of bankruptcy 
and regulating the collection. of foreign debts. l 


Reported that they deemed it inexpedient to pass said bills, 
and recommended their indefinite postponement.’ 


The Committee on Judiciary reported,” recommending the 
passage of a bill to provide for holding an adjourned session 
of the Supreme Court in the eastern section of the Republic; 
a bill to prevent forcible entries and detainers; a bill to repeal 
a portion of the act: to incorporate the towns of Richmond, 
San Felipe and La Grange; a bill giving the election of Chief 
Justices of counties to the people; a bill to amend an act therein 
named; a bill to amend the bankrupt law. Which reports were 


The last three paragraphs are from the report in The Weekly Texian, November 
ae 1841. The first two are not in the report in the Austin City Gazette, November 
, 1841. : 

The petition has not been found. ; 

SAngeline D. Smith, widow of the late James W. Smith, represented to Congress 
that a short time previous to her husband’s murder, he became the purchaser of 
two forty acre lots adjacent to the city of Austin for which he paid upwards of 
$300 in cash, being one-fourth of the purchase money. In January last she gave 
her note to the government for the second payment. She had become satisfied 
that she could not meet the first notes given because’ she had two children 
dependent entirely upon her exertions for support. The lots in question therefore 
reverted to the government. She prayed Congress to release her from the payment 
of said notes. Endorsed: 129 Petition of Angeline D Smith Public Lands Nov 
16 1841 Angeline D Smith Petition. Memorials and*-Petitions. 

The report has not pemn round: Tola last four paragraphs are taken from 
The Weekly: Texian, November 25, Š . 

The capone has not been found. In The Weekly Texian, November 25, 1841, 
the bill giving the election of Chief Justices of counties to the people and the 
bill to amend. an act therein named are reported back to the House with amend- 
ments, and their passage recommended. The bill to amend an act creating 2 
system of bankruptcy and regulating the collection of foreign debts is reported 
by substitute and passage recommended. , 
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received, and bills laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day.” 


Also, to whom was referred the petition of David L. Wood; 
reported that the majority of said committee concurred in the 
opinion that it was impolitic to grant the prayer of said peti- 
tioner, and therefore asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which report was adopted.” 


The committee on public lands, I Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Jas. Moore; also, the petition 
of Eli Campbell; also, the petition of Sam’] Hughes; reported 
that they had examined the same, and were of the opinion; that 
the prayers of the said petitioners should not be granted, and 
begged to be discharged from their further consideration. 
Which reports were adopted. 


Also, to whom was referred a bill to secure purchasers of 


ands, at tax sales, payment for improvements made on such 
ands; 


Also, a bill designating the time that entrys shall hold land, 
without having the same surveyed; 


Reported the same back to the House, and recommended their 
indefinite postponement. 


The Committee on Public Lands reported a substitute for a 
bill requiring county surveyors to reside at the county seat 
for their respective counties. 


The Committee on Public Lands reported, recommending the 
passage of a bill confirming the title of the Victoria town 
tract to the corporation of said town; a bill to amend an act 
granting land to emigrants. 


Reported the same back to the House without amendments, 
and recommended their passage.” 

Also, to whom was referred a bill to amend and repeal a 
portion of an act granting land to emigrants, approved January 
4th, 1841; reported the same back to the House with additional 
amendments, and recommended its passage. The amendments 
submitted by the House, were recommended to be laid on the 
_ table. Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table 
to come up among the orders of the day. ; 

Also, to whom was referred a bill repealing a part of the ` 
15th section of an act defining the mode by which holders of 
conditional certificates shall establish the same, reported that 


“This sentence and the five paragraphs following are taken from The Weekly 
Texian, November 25, 1841. 

2This report has not been found. David L. Wood married the daughter of 
Wiliam Primm of Fayette County and was assailed by the grand jury and a 
bill of indictment found against him upon less than the shadow of testimony (an 
incompetent witness) that his wife was of African descent. Im order that he 
might be at liberty to dwell with his wife beyond the reach of any future 
attempts against his private peace and happiness he prayed Congress to pass 
an act legalizing the marriage, lest he should be driven by the spirit of persecu- 
tion to seek a home with his wife in a foreign land. David L. Wood emigrated 
to Texas in 1838 intending to become a permanent citizen, and he had served as 
a soldier in defence of the country against her common enemy. Endorsed: 164 
Paes of David L Wood Nov iiith 1841 refd to Judy Comt n. d. Memorials and 

etitions. 

The reports have not been found. 

i 
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the provisions contemplated by said bill were incorporated 
in a bill now before the House, which last bill they had reported 
upon, and recommended its passage; and therefore asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the same. 
Which report was adopted.” 


A select committee introduced a joint resolution for the relief 
of Wm. Bryan; read ist time.” 


COMMITTEE Roo, Nov. 15, 1841. 
To the Hon. SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The select committee to whom was referred the petition, ac- 
count and corresponding vouchers of William Bryan, Esq., 
have had the same under consideration, and ask leave, respect- 
fully, to report: That the said account originated in advances 
made to the government of the Republie of Texas, for supplies 
furnished at various times by Wm. Bryan, Esq., and from an 
examination of the same, the committee have arrived at the 
conclusion, that it is just, and as such, recommend it to the 
favorable consideration of Congress, and herewith submit a 
joint resolution, and recommend its passage. 


(Signed) JNO. B, JONES, Chair’n. 


A communication from Sam’! Whiting was presented and 
read; and on motion of Mr. Caldwell, was laid on the table.” 


Mr. Parker, of Houston, introduced a bill to repeal the several 
acts to raise a revenue by impost duties; read Ist time. 


Mr. Wynns introduced a bill to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue patents in certain cases, read 
ist time. 


Mr. Cooke introduced a bill amendatory of an act defining 
the mode by which the holders of conditional land-certificates 
shall establish the same; read Ist time. 


Mr. Wynns offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to-wit :— “That the Committee on Claims ‘and Accounts 
be instructed to decide upon all claims submitted to them for 
examination, and the amount of the claims thus decided upon, 
shall be estimated in par funds, in order that they may he 
audited, and shall remain until a special appropriation shall 
have been made by Congress to liquidate them.” 


On motion of Mr. Usher, the Committee on Indian Affairs 
was instructed to enquire into the expediency of setting apart 
a tract of land for the occupation of the Lipans and Tonkawas, 
and the appointment of an agent to reside among them. 


Ht 
UT his paragraph and the two preceding are found in The Weekly Tezxian, 
November 25, 1841. The reports have not been found. 
pT he report and the paragraph following are in The Weekly Tesian, November 
25, 1841. 
isThe paragraph is from the report in The Weekly Texian, November 25, 1841. 
The communication has not been found. 
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Mr. Raymond introduced a bill to amend the act regulating 
sales by judgment or decree of Probate Chancery Court; read 
Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the House then proceeded to 
dispose of the business on the Speaker’s table, and to the 
‘orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, a bill regulating the fees of 
office, was taken up, read second time, and referred to the 
committee on the judiciary.” 

The bill for the relief of J. S. Black and other citizens, read 
2d time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr Smith offered the following amendment, to wit: Strike 
out the words ‘oral testimony,’ and insert ‘legal testimony.’ 
Rejected. 

On motion of Mr Van Zandt, the bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a substitute for the joint resolution 
to elect a public printer. Also, of the passage of a joint resolu- 
tion .for the relief of J. Levins. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the House adjourned to 3 o’clock, 
p. m.” 

3 o'clock, p. m. 

House met—rol] called—quorum present. ' 

Mr. Usher introduced a bill to amend the act organizing 
Justices’ Courts: read 1st time. l 

On motion, Mr. Roberts was added to the Committee on Mili- 
eer Roads and Bridges, County Boundaries and Public 

ands, ; 

The committee on enrolled bills made the following report :” 


. COMMITTEE Room, Nov. 16, 1841. 
To the hon. SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


The committee on enrolled bills have examined a joint resolu- 
_ tion to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to employ extra clerks, and find the same correctly enrolled; 
the same having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President of the Senate, was this day 
presented to his Excellency the President for his approbation. 


CHAS. H. RAYMOND, Cha’n. 


On motion of Mr. Parker of Houston, the House then pro- 
ceeded to dispose of the business on the Speaker’s table, and 
to the orders of the day. 


Mr. Porter introduced a joint resolution for the benefit of 
surveyors; read Ist time. 


“fhis paragraph and the one preceding are taken fro the r 
Weekly Texien, November 25, 1841. The MI has not been found, Serr te sae 

®This paragraph and the three preceding are from the report in The Weekly 
Texian, November 25, 1841. f > 

™This paragraph, the report, and the paragraph immediately following the 
report are in The Weekly Texian, November 25, 1841. 2 
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A bill for the reltef of Pleasant Bious, was taken up, still 


on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Cooke, was re- 
jecte 


On motion of Mr. Daniels, the whole was reconsidered on the 
rejection of the bill. The motion to reject the bill was renewed, 


and the ayes and noes being called for on the motion stood 
us: . 


Ayes—Messrs, Bower, Caldwell, Cooke, Daniels, Darnell, 
Dennis, Fowler, Hunter, Mayfield, Parker of Fort Bend, Pa- 


tillo, yma Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Usher, and William- 
son, 


Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Grimes, Hewett, Head, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Latimer, 
McConnell, Morris, Parker of Houston, Robinson, Smith, Van 
Ness, Van Zandt, Wood and Wynns, 18. Motion to reject lost. 


Mr. Caldwell then offered the following amendment: Be it 
further enacted, that nothing in this. act shall be so construed 
as to permit said neg[r]lo to live in any other part of the Re- 
public than the county of Houston, where he is now domiciled. 
Adopted. 


Mr. Williamson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill and amendment. The ayes and noes being called for, on 
the motion to postpone, stood thus:—Ayes: Messrs. Bower, 
Caldwell, Cooke, Daniels, Dennis, Fowler, Hewitt, Hunter, May- 
field, Parker of Fort Bend, Patillo, Porter, Raymond, "Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Usher and Williamson, 18. Noes: Messrs. 
Speaker, Brown, Darnell, Grimes, Head, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, 
Parker of Houston, Pennall, Van Zandt, Wood and Wynns 16. 
Carried. And the bill indefinitely postponed. 

Bill for the relief of M. H. Beaty; read 2d time and referred 
to the committee on public lands.” 


A bill defining the boundaries of Burnet county; read 3d 
time; on motion, laid on the table until called up. 


A bill to repeal the first section of an act to regulate pro- 
ceedings in civil suits, approved 8th Feb. 1840. Read third 
time, and the ayes and noes being called for on its passage, 
stood thus: 


Ayes—Messrs. Daniels, Dennis, Grimes, Head, Hunter, Jones 
of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, McConnell, Raymond, Robinson 
and Wynns, 11. 


Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Caldwell, Darnell, 
Fowler, Hewett, Kuykendall, Latimer, Mayfield, Parker of Fort 
Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Penall, Porter, Roberts, Usher, 
Van Ness, Williamson and Wood, 20. Lost. ” 


2»This paragraph ang the five following are from the report in The Weekly 
Texian, November 2 

The last two phrases are from The Weekly Tezxian, November 25, 1841. The 
bill has not been found. 

“2"This paragraph and the two preceding are found in the report in The Weekly 
Texian, November 25, 1841. 
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A bill to define the boundaries of Goliad county; read 3d 
time and passed. 


A bill to legitimatize certain children born out of wedlock, 
read 3d time and passed. 

A bill to amend an act to prescribe the method of proceeding 
to obtain the benefit of the writ of. habeas corpus; approved 
January 14, 1840. Read third time, and the ayes and nays 
being called for on its passage, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Spedker, Bowers, Brown, Daniels, Head, 
Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Latimer, 
McConnell, Mayfield, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, 
Porter, Raymond, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wood and Wynns—21. 


Noes—Messrs Caldwell, Darnell, Dennis, Powler . [sic], 
Grimes, Kuykendall, Parker of Fort Bend, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, Usher and Williamson—12. The bill was passed.” 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
house that the report of the committee of conference on a bill 
to change certain mail routes therein named, had been adopted. 

The committee of conference on the part of the house, I Van 
Zandt, chairman, appointed to act in conjunction with a like 
committee on the part of the senate, on a bill to change certain 
mail routes therein named, reported that the committee of con- 
ference had agreed to the following amendment of the senate, 
viz: strike out sections 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, and insert four other 
sections as substituted for the same, and recommended the 
adoption of the report.” 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt the bill was taken up, and the 
report of the committee of conference adopted. 

A message was received from the senate informing the house 
that Messrs.. Byrne, Pillsbury and McFarland had been ap- 
pointed as a committee on the part of the senate to act in 
conjunction with a like committee on the part of the house, 
on the petition of John G. Tod. E : 

Mr. Cooke moved to take up the resolution to provide for 
selling the capitol—motion lost. 


On motion of Mr. Kuykendall, the house adjourned until 
tomorrow morning.” 


. WEDNESDAY Nov. 17th. [1841] 


House met—roll called—quorum present—journals of pre- 
ceding meeting read and adopted. 


Mr. Grimes moved the appointment of several committees to 
act in conjunction with like committees on the part of the 
Senate in investigating the condition of the several Departments _ 
se ce three paragraphs are from the report in The Weekly Texian, November 
ret the report of the conference committee see Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, 


For the bill as finally passed see Gammel, The Laws of Texas, Il, 675-6. 


6 
*The last six paragraphs are taken from the report i WwW i 
November 25, 1841. port in The Weekly Tesian, 
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and Bureaux, which committees were appointed on the 18th 
[sic] inst. and were as follows:— 
ao of Treasury’s Office—Messrs. Fowler, Roberts and 
ynns. 
Auditors Office—Messrs. Porter, Kuykendall and G. A. 
Parker. 
_ Comptroller’s Office—Messrs. M’Connell, Morris and Lat- 
imer. 
War Department.—Messrs. Van Zandt, Darnell and Wood. 
; State Department.—Messrs. Van Ness, Hunter and: W. E. 
ones. f 
A communication was received from the Secretary of the 
Treasury; read, and 250 copies ordered to be printed.” 


CITY OF AUSTIN. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Nov. 14, 1841. 


To the Hon. K. L. ANDERSON, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

SIR, —In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, passed on the 8th inst., I have the honor to submit the 
enclosed documents in relation to the annual appropriations and 
expenditures of the Government since its organization. 

In consequence of the loose and irregular manner of keeping 
the books of this Department prior to 1839, precise accuracy 
cannot be attained in answer to the resolution. 

To the amount of expenditures should be added considerable 
sums drawn out of the hands of Foreign Agents, some of which 
have been paid, and others still unpaid, in the shape of drafts. 
Until a settlement can be effected with Agents, the precise 
amount cannot be ascertained. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. CHALMERS, Sec. Treasury. - 


A Statement of Appropriations made by Congress 
from 1836 to 1839, inclusive. 


1836. 


Dec. Military appropriation, $700,000 00 
Civil appropriation, 150,000 00 
Naval do, 150,000 00 
Printing. Laws, 6,00000 >~ 
Post Office Department, 1,000 00 
1st Congress, 1,007,000 00 
1837- - 
Nov. 4. Post Office Department, 10,000 00 
Ad Civil list, 2,000 00 
a 18, President’s House, 8,000 00 
Dec. 14, Post Office Department, 20,000 00 
2d Congress, Te 40,000 00 


2Report of the Appropriations and Expenditures of the Government Since tts 
Organization. By order of the House of Representatives. Austin: S. Whiting, 


Public Printer—Congress Avenue. 1841. 7 p. 20 cm. 


i 
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1838. 

May 11, President’s House, 3,000 00 
sd 18, Civil list, 150,000 00 
Dee. 5, Lease of Capitol, 5,000 00 
” ” Civil list, 50,000 00 
” 18 Post Office Department, 25,000 00 
” 16, Contingent exp’s of Congress, 5,000 00 
May 15, Corps of Cavalry, 50,000 00 
” 18 Military Appropriation, 200,000 00 
” ” Naval 100,000 00 
Nov. 1. Gen. Thomas J. Rusk, 20,000 00 
» ” Men under ” ” 20,000 00 
Dec. 24. 8 Companies Volunteers, 75,000 00 

3d Congress, 703,000 00 

1839. 

Jan, 1. Frontier, 5,000 00 
” 24, ” l 1,000,000 00 
” 26, Rangers, 15,000 00 
” 24, Various Departments, 311,000 00 
” ” Location of Seat Government, 20,000 00 
” 26, Post Office Department, +- 15,000 00 
Jan. 15. Indian appropriation. i 2,000 00 
ad ” Naval appropriation, 250,000 00 

3d Congress, 1,618,000 00 

Aggregate, $3,368,000 00 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, November 10, 1841. 


To the Hon. JOHN G. CHALMERS, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Sir,—I have the honor to lay before you the accompanying 
statements, embracing ali the information, that is in the pos- 
session of this Office, called for by a Resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 8th inst.; to wit: 


Resolved, “That the Secretary of the Treasury, be requested to 
lay before this House at as convenient a date as possible, a 
statement of the Annual appropriations and expenditures of this 
Government since its organization.” ` 


Previoùs to the passage of the Act of February 3d, 1840, 
“Defining the duties of the Officers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment,” the Comptroller was not required to keep an account of 
the appropriations: I can only furnish therefore, the amounts 
appropriated by the Fourth and Fifth Congresses, 


Amount appropriated by 


Fourth Congress, 2,060,162 53 
Fifth Congress 800,651 31 


Aggregate, 2,860,813 34 


oe be mtap oe | 
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AY 


Statement of Warrants drawn on the Treasury, and 
Certificates issued by the Comptroller 
and Auditor from January 1st 1836, 
to September 30th 1841. 


Amount of Civil, Naval & Military 
warrants from January 1, 1836 to 
December 31, 1836, 

Amount do. from January 1, 1837 to 
December 31, 1837. 

Amount of Civil and Naval warrants 
Ta Jan’y 1 1838 to December 31 

3 
Amount of Military warrants 


Amount of Civil & Naval warrants 
from 1839 to 1840, 
” Military do do 


Amount of Civil and Naval warrants 
from 1840 to 1841 

Military do do 

Warrants for interest on 
Funded Debt, do do 
Military certificates do do 
» Civil & Naval do do 


NOTE.— 
Amount of Civil & Naval warrants 
from Jan. 1, 1841 to Sept. 30, 
1841, 
” Military for same time 
” Interest on Funded debt do do 
” Military certificates do do 
” Civil & Naval certificates do do 


NOTE.— 


414,729 63 
434,278 43 


846,676 89 
897,775 05 


Aggregate 


886,388 02 
1,275,184 91 


48,498 64 
7,691 74 
17,044 09 


511,830 45 
283,142 40 
8,918 14 
17,461 49 
11,716 80 


Aggregate 


495,295 34 
945,961 88 


849,008 06 


1,774,451 94 
$ 4,034,717 22 


2,234,807 40 


833,069 28 
$7,102,593 90 


Showing amount drawn on Appropriations of Fifth Congress. 


From the amount of warrants 
drawn on the Treasury, from 
civil, Naval and Military ap- 
propriations, from Jan. 1, 1841 
to Sept. 30, 1841, 

Must be deducted the amounts 
during the same time, on ap- 
propriations made previous 
to last Congress, viz:— 

Amount of Civil & Naval warrants, 

” Military = 

* Interest on Funded debt, 


Amount of warrants drawn on Appr’s. 
of Fifth Congress, subsequent to 
January 1, 1841, 


63,803 13 
55,918 24 


8,918 14 


803,890 99 


128,689 51 


$675,251 48: 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, November 12, 1841. 


To the Hon. JOHN G. CHALMERS, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


SIR :—Below you have the amount of the Appropriations con- 
tained in the Appropriation Bill for the year 1841; also the 
amount drawn on the same from January 1, 1841 to October 
31, 1841. 

I am very respectfully your 
Obedient servant, 
James BS SHAW. 
Amount of the Appropriation Bill 


for 1841, 547,981 61 

” drawn on the same to October 
31, 1841, $78,128 65 
Balance unexpended, $ 196,852 96 


Statement of Appropriations made by Congress 
from 1836 to 1841. 


1836, Sundry appropriations as per statement, 1,007,000 00 
1837, z A 2 á 40,000 00 
1838, Sundry appropriations as per statement, 703,000 00 
I ediy apropriton ath Con TA 

1840, Sundry appropriations 4th Congress ; 
184, ” », 5th PO 800,651 31 
; 6,228,813 84 

By amt. paid by Treasurer up to 30th 

Sept. 1841, i 5,740,434 43 
A $ 588,469 41 


The joint resolution for the benefit of surveyors; the bill to 
amend the act organizing Justices Courts; the bill to repeal 
the several acts to raise a revenue by impost duties; the bill 
amending the act defining the mode by which holders of con- 


ditional certificates shall establish the same; read 2d time 
and referred.” 


“Joint resolution for the benefit of surveyors referred to the committee on 
- public lands. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2248. Endorsed; 105 Jt. Resolution 
For the benefit of Surveyors Read ist. time Nov 16 Read 2 time Nov 17 Public 
Land, An act to amend an act entitled an act organizing justices courts and 
defining the powers and jurisdiction of the same approved, 20th December, 1836 
was referred to the judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 583. (The 
bill was wrongly filed with the papers of the Ist Congress.) Endorsed: 73 A Bill to 
amend an Act organizing Justices Courts and defining the powers and Jurisdiction 
of the same Appd Dec 20th 1836 Read ist. Nov 16 Read 2 time Nov 17 Judey Comt 
ordered to be Engros Dec 2 Engrossed same day Tho H Hord Eng. Clk H R 
Substitute Orders of day Nov 24 Substitute adopted An act to repeal the 
several acts of this Republic to raise a revenue by impost duties was referred to 
the finance committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2468, Endorsed: 743 A Bill 
to Repeal the several Acts To Raise a Revenue by Impost Duties Read ist ‘time 
Nov 16 Read 2 time Nov 17 Finance Comt Unfavorable Indeft Post Jany 5th 
eee : A bill Beets By ae defining the Leis by which holders of conditional 
certificates shall establis e same, was referred to the comm 
lands. * Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2241 Dena ne ne 


. Endorsed; 42. A Bill Defi 
by which the holders of Conditional certificates shall establish ihe eee ee 
obtain unconditional Certificates Read Ist time Nov 9th 1841 Read 2 time Nov 


10 refd to Public Lands Substituted Nov 16th Comt on Publie Lands, 
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_ Mr. Caldwell introduced a bill directing patents to be issued 
in certain cases; read Ist time. 


Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Jesse C. Tannehill.” 


The joint resolution granting further time for the payment 


of Government dues and the return of field-notes: read 2d time 
and passed to its 3d reading. 


On motion of Mr. Wynns, the joint resolution suspending the 
sale of land for taxes, was taken up. The question was put, 
shall the bill pass to its 3d reading?—ayes and noes called for 
and stood thus: ayes 17; noes 19. Bill rejected.” 


On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o’clock. i 


THURSDAY, Nov. 18. [1841] 


House met—roll called—quorum present—journals read and 
adopted. 


The Committee on Finance reported a joint resolution for 
the relief of George W. Smith; read ist time. 

The Committee on Post Offices reported a joint resolution 
for the relief of A. C. Hyde; read 1st time.” 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts reported a joint 


resolution for the relief of the heirs of B. H. Rutland; read 
1st time.” 


The Committee on claims and Accounts to whom was re- 
ferred the claim of Mr. B H Rutland, deceased having had the 
same under consideration beg leave to report favorable thereon, 
and recommend the passage of the following joint resolution 


ISAAC PARKER, Chairman” 


8This paragraph is taken from The Weekly Texian, December 1, 1841. 

Jesse CŒ. Tannehill solicited «the attention of Congress to the fact, that the 
surveyor appointed for the purpose of dividing the Austin City tract when running 
the boundary line digressed materially from the original surveys, thereby cutting 
off a considerable quantity of valuable land part of which was in cultivation 
and had been sold by the government agent. Tannehill’s land was his headright, 
which he had received from the Mexican government as a colonist, and which 
he had secured through many years of toil and danger and no part of it was 
included in the Austin City Tract as established by the commissioners who located 
the seat of government. He pétitioned Congress to have the dividing line 
between his land and the Austin tract established according to the original 
survey. Endorsed: 10 Petition Nov 17th 1841 [?] P Lands Jesse Tannehill 
favourable. Memorials and Petitions. 

2This paragraph is from the report in The Weekly Texian, December 1, 1841. 

The reports have not been found. 

“Samuel M. Williams for himself-and Thomas F. McKinney, on behalf of the 
Government of Texas, acting under power vested in them to negotiate a loan 
of $100,000, do hereby declare and acknowledge to have received from Mr. B. H; 
Rutland the sum of $100 as a loan to said government, which sum of $100 shall 
draw the same rate of interest as the other amount loaned to the government 
from this date up to the time the same shall be paid and- redeemed by the 
government, which redemption the government of Texas can make from any 
funds in the Treasury. Mobile April 9, 1836. Endorsed: Recd in office for 
record 13th April 1838 Wm Taylor Clerk Recorded in Book of Miscellanies page 
87i—wm Taylor Clerk Note on back: The amount of the within Certificate of 
One hundred dollars in favor of Mr B H Rutland is a part of about Hight 
Thousand dollars raised in Mobile in April 1836, and was expended in fitting out 
Capt. Sam Williams company of soldiers that came in ‘company with Genl T J 
Green—-So far as present recollection serves me, the amt for which similar 
Certificate was given, was seven hundred dollars the balance was made up in 
donations. Austin 13 Feby 1841 Samuel M. Williams Attest Henry J. Jewett. 

orials and Petitions. : 
rte Prenort is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2257. Endorsed: 97 
joint Resolution for the relief of the heirs of B H Rutland Read ist time Nov 
18 Read 2 time Nov 20 & Laid on table until called up Report of ‘the Committe 
on Claims & Accounts. 


e 
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Sec. 1. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby author- 
ized and required to pay to the legal representative of the heirs 
of B. H Rutland, deceased one hundred dollars in par funds 
which amount shall draw the same rate of interest as paid by 
the Government on the first permanent loan effected by author- 
ity of law and be paid out of the procedes of such loan and 
none other. 

Sec. 2 Be it further Resolved, that the Secretary be and 
he is hereby authorized and required to take from such Repre- 
sentative on the payment of the said one hundred dollars with 
interest a receipt in full for all demands the said Estate may 
have against this Republic, 


Sec. 3. Be it further Resolved, that this Resolution take 


.. effect from and after its passage. 


On motion of Mr. Darnell, the vote was reconsidered on the 
rejection of the joint resolution to suspend the sales of lands 
for taxes; and on motion of Mr. Mayfield the resolution was 
laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Caldwell. presented the petition of D. M. Wiseman.” 


The substitute to the joint resolution relative to public print- 
ing was taken up; Mr. Mayfield offered a substitute for the 
substitute; read Ist time — rules suspended—read 2d time, 
amended, read 3d time and passed.” 


Mr. Pennall introduced a joint resolution for the relief of 


the citizens of Jasper county; read Ist and 2d times and re- 
ferred.” 


Mr. Wynns offered the following resolution: Resolved, that 
the committee on finance be instructed to enquire into the 
propriety of repealing so much of the 8th section:of the act to 
raise a revenue by direct taxation as fixes the minimum value. 
of land at $1 per acre, and give the right to the owner or 
assessor to give in, assess the value of lands on oath;—be it 
further resolved, that said committee be instructed to report 
a Bill regulating the amount and the mode of assessing and 
collecting a direct ad valorem tax. Adopted.” 


The bill to amend the charter of the City of Houston; read 
2d time and amended. 


The joint resolution granting further time for the payment 
of Government dues and return of field-notes; read 3d time 
and passed. 


This paragraph and the one preceding are taken from the report i Week 
Texian, December 1, 1841. The petition has not been found. R a ae 

“Samuel Whiting’s contract dated December 28, 1841, is found in Public 
Referred to tt b a 

eferred to committee on public lands. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2059. 

Endorsed: Joint Resolution for the Relief of the Citizens of Jasper County e 
ist time Nov 18 Rule susp and Read 2d time same day & refd to Comt Public’ 
Lands Rule Suspd Read 3d time & passed Nov 26th. 

“This paragraph is from the report in The Weekly Texian, December 1, 1841. 


The resolution is also in Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2582. : 
1841 Adopted Finance Comt. - i j Sey EECC NOS LSER 
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A joint resolution to legalize the election in Ward County: 
read ist time. 


A bill to amend the act difining [sic] the mode by ‘which hold- 


ers of conditional certificates shall establish the same: read 
ist time. 


The bill for the relief of I[J]. S. Black and sundry citizens 
of Harris county; read 3d time and passed. 


A bill to repeal in part the act regulating sales by judgment 
or decree of Probate Court; read 2d time and referred.” 


On motion, the House adjourned until tomorrow morning. 


FRIDAY, Nov. 19. [1841] 


House met; rolled called; quorum present; journals of pre- 
ceding day read and adopted. 


The Committee on Publie Lands reported recommending the 
indefinite postponement: of the bill to amend the act defining 
the mode by which holders of unconditional certificates shall 
establish the same, and also of the joint resolution for the 
relief of county surveyors.” 


The Committee on Public Lands reported favorably on the . 
joint resolution, for the relief of Isaac Pierson and for the 
relief [of] M. H. Beaty.” 


Mr. Latimer introduced a joint resolution for the relief of 
the soldiers composing the late first regiment of infantry; read 
ist time. 


The House proceeded to dispose of the business on the Speak- 
er’s Table, and the orders of the day. 


On motion of Mr. Mayfield, a joint resolution for the relief 
of Geo. W. Smith, was taken up, read 2d time and amended; 
and on motion of Mr. Mayfield, rule suspended, resolution read 
3d time and passed.” 


The Committee of Public Lands reported a bill for the relief 
of Tho’s H. O. S. Addicks; read 1st time.” 


A majority of the select naval committee reported, recom- 
mending the recal[l] of the Texian Navy.” 


sAn act to repeal in part an act entitled an act regulating sales by judgment 
or decree of a probate court or court of chancery was referred to the judiciary 
committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2290. Endorsed: 77 29 A Bill to repeal 
in part an act regulating sales by Judgement or decree of Probate Court or 
Court of Chancery Read ist time Nov 16 Read 2nd time Nov 18 Judey Comt 
substitute adopted —Laid: on table until called up Dec 2. 

*8’The report has not been found. , 

sNeither the report nor the joint resolution for the relief of M. H. Beaty has 
been found. A joint resolution for the relief of Josiah H. Beaty and others was read 
first time on November 24, 1841. , , 

“This paragraph and the one preceding are taken from the report in The Weekly 
Texian, December 1, 1841. The amendment is not with the bill. Bills, Sixth 
Congress, No. 2252. Endorsed: 81 Joint Resolution for the relief of Geo W 
Smyth Read ist time Nov 18th Read 2 time Nov 19 Rule suspd Read 3d time 
& Daned, port h t b found 

as not been . . i 

“The committee report is in The Weekly Texian, December 1, 1841. A brief 
digest of the’ report with comment is published in The Colorado Gazette and 
Advertiser, December 11, 1841. It is also printed in pamphlet form. The editor 
has not had access to a copy. ` 
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COMMITTEE Room, Nov. 19th, 1841. 


To the Hon. the SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES : 


A majority of the Select Committee to whom was referred a 
preamble and joint resolution, directing the recall of the Navy, 
and that the same should be laid up in ordinary, together with 
the Report of the Committee on Naval affairs, on a resolution 
of the House directing them to inquir[e] into the expediency of 
recalling the Navy from the service in which they are at 
present engaged, under a contract or agreement made by the 
Executive of this country with the State of Yucatan, concur 
in. the following report. 

The Committee have not been able to concur with the Com- 
mittee on Naval affairs, in giving to the arrangement entered 
into between his Excellency the President and Martin F. Per- 
ozza, the agent of the State of Yucatan, the name or character 
of treaty, which, aSssuch, would be subject to the action of 
the other House of Contes alone. Sovereignty in a nation, is 
an indispensable ingredient to constitute a capacity to contract 
a treaty. The State of. Yucatan is not a sovereignty. It has 
never declared its independence, even of the Central Govern- 
ment of Mexico, as appears from the correspondence' between 
M. F. Perozza and the Secretary of State.“ It has not organ- 
ized itself into a distinct and separate government—it possesses 
none of the attributes of sovereignty. Any agreement which 
the authorities of that State might enter into with a sovereign 
power, could not possess the high guarantee of a treaty stipula- 
tion, inasmuch as on their part there is wanting the capacity 
to contract. Treaties are made only between equals. If the 
one party is not bound to. the fulfil[ment of] the contract from 
any cause, whatever, the other is absolved from the' perform- 
ance of that which it engaged to do. The want of power on the 
part of Yucatan to make a treaty being established, it follows 
that this’ government will be discharged from the fulfilment . 
of any engagement which it may have entered into in the form 
of a treaty. I 

In this light, the Executive seems himself to have considered 
the arrangement entered into with Col. Perozza. He did not 
deem the agreement subject solely to the action of that branch 
of Congress which is co-ordinate with the Executive in the 
power of making or confirming treaties: for he refers the 
whole subject, in his annual message, to Congress, (meaning 
thereby both Houses of Congress,) and not to one of its 
branches, and invites them, the Congress, to prompt action 
thereon. It no where appears in the correspondence between 
Col. Perozza and the Secretary of State, that either party 
believed he was framing a treaty. The argument entered into, 
so far as it has been exhibited to the committee, has none of the 
ordinary features of a treaty, but the correspondence had there- 


“For the correspondence between Peraza and the St 
` H : at 
Journals of the Sixth Congress of the Republic of Texas, asi ae oa 
qa. 


os 
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on, seems to be but the customary preliminary correspondence 
preparatory to the arrangement or establishment of an agree- 
ment. Neither party by any act of theirs, seems to be formally 
bound ; nor is there in any shape, any of the solemn authentica- 
tions which are usual in the contracting of alliances or the form- 
ing of treaties. The terms or articles of the agreement or treaty, 
if it is such, exist only in; the ordinary. official notes, which 
passed between the Secretary of State and the agent of Yucatan. 
And in no part of that correspondence, have a majority of the 
Select Committee been able to find a suggestion, or an indication, 
that the contracting parties supposed they were engaged in form- 
ing so solemn an instrument, as the Committee on Naval affairs 
conclude has been framed. 

If the engagement or agreement entered into by the President 
with Col. Perozza, and under which a portion: of the navy of this 
Republic have been ordered to join and co-operate with the naval 
forces of Yucatan against the government of Mexico, is not a 
treaty, the whole transaction is subject to investigation by this 
House, and to a prompt examination of the whole matter, we 
have been invited by the President in his annual message. The 
next subject of inquiry to which the attention of the select com- 
mittee is directed, is r 

The agreement entered into between his excellency the Pres- 
ident and Martin F. Perozza, and the expedition upon which our 
navy is at present employed, such as is justified by reasons of 
good policy, and by a due consideration of the present- condition 
of the country? 


A majority of the committee have found no difficulty in 
answering the above question in the negative. The reasons for 
that determination, they will succin[c]tly state. 

By the 11th section of an act, approved 18th of January, 1841, 
the Texas navy.is directed to be laid up in ordinary as soon as 
practicable, excepting one schooner for active service, and one 
ship for harbor service; “but” proceeds the act, “should the 
enemy invade our territory, or an armed Mexican vessel be found 
cruising on our coast, the President may employ, in actual serv- 
ice, any number of officers and seamen that he may deem neces- 
sary for the public security.” From the best information which 
the Commiitee [sic] can obtain, no contingency has arisen, such 
as is contemplated by the above recited acts. There has been no 
trespass upon our soil, by a foe of sufficient consequence to be 
termed an invasion, and no armed Mexican vessel has been found 
eruizing along our coast; and even had such a contingency have 
arisen, under this law, the President would have no power to in- 
crease the number of vessels in active’ service, (which was lim- 
ited to one,) but he was only authorized to employ in active serv- 
ice, a greater number of seamen and officers than the law other- 
wise allowed. With this view of the subject, a majority of the ` 
Committee has been forced, however reluctantly, to the con- 
clusion, that by ordering out the navy and directing them to co- 
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operate with the navy of Yucatan, in hostile measures against 
Mexico, instead of laying up the same in ordinary, as required 
by law, the President has been disregardful of a plain legislative 
mandate, and been guilty of a violation of a law of the land, 
without the vindication of any strong necessity or pressing 
emergency urging him thereunto. The step was not warranted 
by the position in which we are placed relative to Mexico, Yuea- 

\ tan, or any other foreign power, or by a due consideration of 
the circumstances of things at home or abroad. 


It appears from the annual message of the President, that one 
of the provisions of the treaty or convention entered into between 
this Government and Her Brittanic Majesty, was that the British 
Government would within six months after the ratification of 
the same, interpose its mediation in order to effect a permanent 
and formal suspension of hostilities between this Republic and 
Mexico. In accordance with the understanding of this supposed 
stipulation, a Minister Extraordinary was dispatched last spring 
by the President to the Government of Mexico for the purpose of 
co-operating with the neutral mediator.—But it subsequently 
appeared that in consequence of some inadvertence, or mistake 
or misapprehension on the part of the high contracting powers, 
it became necessary to extend the time for the ratification of 
those treaties, and of course the period at which the friendly 
meditation [sic]_of the British Crown should commence. This 
time was extended by a protocol of conference to the first of 
June, 1842. While we are seeking the friendly interposition of 
Great Britain for the adjustment of our difficulties with the 
parent country, it looks something like inconsistency to be 
striving by coersive [sic] measures at one andthe same time to 
attain the same result. So long, at least, as Mexico ma[i]ntains 
her policy of non interference towards us, such a step is cal- 
culated to defeat all the beneficial results which have been antici- 
pated from this friendly mediation. For the British Govern- 
ment will scarcely continue its friendly offices when the oppor- 
tunity which the exercise of those friendly offices presents is 
seized hold of by us as the most favorable occasion to carry on 
active belligerent measures against the enemy, our difficulties, 
with whom we had at the same time agreed to submit to the de- 
termination of a friendly arbitrator. It appears to the Commit- 

i tee, that so long as Mexico refrains from active hostilities 
against us, we should, according to the agreement with Great - 


Britain, await the result of her mediation i iTA- 
tion of interposition. OE a Eevee nee 


Another objection to the employment of the Nalvly in the 
Service in which it is at present engaged, occurs to ie onil 
tee with great force. The navies of Texas and Yucatan are di- 


rected to unite and co-operate with e s ; 
and undertakings cont ach other in all enterprizes 


ontemplated by the alliance. If in th 
of their hostile cruizes, the vessels of Yucatan ears i Bearer: 
depredations upon neutral commerce, or were to make illegal 


\ 
\ 
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seizures and detentions under pretence of their being good prize 
of war, (and in a maratime [sic] war such errors can scarcely 
be avoided by the most vigilant and the most prudent.) This 
Government, in consequence of the alliance, would be as re- 
sponsible to the aggrieved neutral for these unlawful acts; as the 
State of Yucatan. Nay, more so; for being the only recognised 
party known to the world, under this alliance, the whole weight 
of responsibility would rest on us. Experience has taught us to 


place but little confidence in Mexican faith. Voluntarily to place- 


ourselves in a situation, where we may, through their instru- 
mentality by accident, error or design, be involved in inextricable 
difficulties and inevitable dangers, seems to the committee to be 
a course of policy, in which the lessons of experience has been set 
aside, and the teachings of prudence considered as naught. 

The Committee will not dwell upon the other objections to this 
measure which crowd upon their attention ;—such as the injury 
which the step is calculated to give to national credit; the un- 
dignified attitude in which we are placed in subsidizing for hire 
one of the arms of national power, and becoming as it were the 
mercenary alley [sic] of Yucatan; the great danger of the entire 
loss of the vessels, they having been represented by the com- 
mandant as unsuited to the purposes of war; the utter insuf- 
ficiency of the enterprize of effecting any object of importance 
commensurate with the risk which is run, and the probabilities 
of incurring further expense and greater than we can bear. The 
conclusion of the whole matter, in the estimation of your Com- 
mittee, is Ha O 

That the enterprize has been undertaken contrary to law; that 
it is in violation of the agreement entered into with Great 
Britain; that it is calculated to involve us in difficulties and per- 
plexities with neutral powers, and promises to subject us to 
greater responsibilities and losses than we are able to sustain; 
that the manner in which the undertaking has been commenced 
and carried out, is calculated to add nothing to national honor ; 
that it promises no efficient results; and in a word that it is 
contrary to good policy. 

Wherefore, a majority of the Select Committee concur in rec- 
ommending the immediate recall of the Navy, and the adoption 


of the Joint Resolutions, as amended. All of which is respect- . 


fully submitted. 
N. H. DARNELL, Ch’m. 


I. VAN ZANDT. 

R. M. WILLIAMSON. 
W. M. HEWETT. 
Top ROBINSON. 

A. WYNNS. 


- The minority of said committee gave notice of their intention 
to make a counter report. 


50 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


A resolution from the Senate, fixing Saturday for the election 
of a Chief Justice for Fort Bend county, was read and adopted. 

The committee on claims and accounts, and on public lands, 
made their respective reports.” | 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 


10 o’clock. SATURDAY Nov. 20. [1841] 


House met; roll called; quorum present; journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. : l 

The Committee on Public Lands reported a joint resolution for 

the relief of Daniel Farris; read ist time.” = 


On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the Clerk was instructed to en- 
ter on the journals the names of the members who shall oppose 
or advocate any measure before the House. 


A bill to reorganize the judicial districts and reduce the num- 
ber, read Ist time. 


The bill to amend the emigration act of 1840; the joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of A. C. Hyde; the bill to amend and a bill to 
repeal a portion of the act incorporating the towns of Richmond, 
La Grange and San Felipe; a bill to prevent forcible entry and 
detainers; were severally read 2d time and ordered to be en- 

ossed. 
or The joint resolution for the relief of the soldiers of the late 1st 
regiment of infantry; read 2d time, amended and referred.” 

The joint resolution for the relief of persons who have failed 
to give in a list of their taxable property for the years 1839, 1840 
and 1841, read Ist time. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported a joint resolution for 
the relief A. D. Smith; read ist time.” 

The bill to provide for the holding an annual adjourned session 
of the Supreme Court in the eastern section of the Republic, 
taken up on its 2d reading, and on motion of Mr. Jones of Gal- 
veston, laid on the table until called up. 


The bill amending the act supplementary to an act to detect 
fraudulent land-sertificates [sic], read 2d time; and on recom- 
mendation of Judiciary Committee, indefinitely postponed, as 


“This paragraph is from The Weekly Texian, December 1, 1841. The reports 
» have not been found. : - 


©The report has not been found. y 

sThe amendments were to the first section of the joint resolution, which reads: 

Be it Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of 
‘Texas, in Congress assembled; That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby 
authorized and‘required to issue Certificates for two hundred and forty acres each 


ee soldiers who shall produce honorable Discharges, signed by the proper 
offices— 


The following amendments were offered: 

provided always, said certificates shall only be granted to the original holder, or 
soldier, his heirs or legatees. Mayfield Adopted 

provided further that the benefits of this Act shall extend only to such soldiers 
ee ea complied with the Conditions or terms of their enlistment Usher Re- 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2264. Endorsed: 86 9 Joint Resolution fof the relief 


of the soldiers composing the late 1st Regiment of infantry Read ist timé Nov 19 
Read 2 time Nov 20 Military Affairs Ordered t 
24, 1841 Tho H Hord Eng. “ol H. R. DBE HEDEG Ney 257 Engroad ov 


The report has not been found. 
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was also the bill to amend the act providing for taking testimony 
by inter[r]ogatories.* 


On motion, the House went into an election for a Chief Justice. 


for Fort Bend county, when Mr. James B. Miller was declared 
duly and constitutionally elected. 


eas the House adjourned unti] Monday morning at 10 
o'clock, : 


MoNdAy, Nov. 22. [1841] - 


House met; roll called; quorum present; journals of Saturday 
read and adopted. l 


The petitions of Peter Teal, C. DeMorse, H. O’Brien” and 
Nathaniel Townsend,” were read and referred. 


On motion of Mr. Grimes, the Committee on: Finance was in- 
structed to enquire into the expediency of making the interest on 
the funded debt receivable for all Government liabilities, except 
impost and tonnage duties. f 


Mr. Dancy introduced a bill to incorporate the Colorado Mining 
Company; read ist time. 


On motion, Messrs. Head, Smith, Raymond, and Daniels, were 
oS to the committee appointed to examine the Auditor’s Of- 

ice, 

Mr. Patillo introduced a bill to prevent the collection of taxes 
on unpatented lands, to repeal all laws for the collection of double 
tax, and to cause such double taxes as may have been paid to be 
refunded; read 1st time. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, Monday, the 29th instant, was select- 
ed for counting the Presidential and Vice-Presidential votes. 

The bill to prevent forcible entries and detainers;—read 3d 
time; rules suspended; amendments offered by Messrs. Jones of 


There are some differences in the report. concerning these bills in The Weekly 
Texian, December 1, 1841, which reads as follows: 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the House proceeded to dispose of the business on the 
Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the day, of which the following is a 
synopsis: A. Bill to organize the judicial districts in the Republic of. Texas, and 
to reduce the number to six, and to prescribe the time of holding the District 
Courts therein respectively. Joint resolution for the relief of A..C. Hyde. Read 
2a time, amended, and reported to be engrossed. Joint resolution for the relief 
of pergons who have failed to-give in a list of their taxable property for the years 
1839-40 and °41. On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a Bill to amend and repeal a 
portion of an act granting lands to emigrants; and to extend a further donation 
of land to emigrants and citizens, and for other purposes, was taken up and ordered 
to be engrossed. A Bill.giving the election of Chief Justices of county courts to 
the people, was taken up on its 2d reading; and on motion of Mr. Robinson was 
laid on the table until Monday next. A Bill to prevent forcible entries and 
detainers, was taken up on its 3d reading. Mr. Jones of Gonzales, moved its 
indefinite postponement, which motion was supported by Mr. Jones of Gonzales, 
and opposed by Mr. Cooke. Mr. Raymond offered an amendment, which was 
adopted. Mr. Grimes moved the bill be recommitted to a select committee. Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Latimer, the Bill and amendment were laid on the table. 

4These three petitions have not been found. | 

“Nathaniel Townsend was the owner of considerable stock of the consolidated 
fund of the Republic of Texas which accrued to him in consideration of provisions, 
clothing, arms and munitions of war furnished the government in 1835 and 1836. 
No interest had been paid him during the last year and in consequence he was 
unable toipay his taxes for the years 1840 and 1841. He prayed Congress to pass 
an act requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to receive the interest due him in 
discharge of his taxes. Contrary to law the double tax had been required of him 
and in some of the counties his lands had been advertised to be sold to pay the 
same. From this he also prayed Congress to afford him relief. The petition is 
dated at Austin, November 20, 1841. Endorsed: 149 Nathl. Townsend's Petition. 
Nov 22 Finance Comt, Memorials and Petitions. 
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Gonzales, Mayfield, Van Zandt, and Cooke, were adopted,” Mr. 
Roberts moved its indefinite postponement— 


[On this motion Mr. Woods spoke as follows: ] 


MR. SPEAKER: : 


Sir, I trust the bill under consideration will not be indefinitely 
postponed, and that the amendment proposed by the honorable 
gentleman from Lamar, to make final the sales of lands under 
execution for taxes, will not prevail; and although the bill now 
before the House for the suspension: of tax sales under execution 
may be regarded by gentlemen who oppose me on this occasion, 
as a matter of little consequence; I do assure you, Sir, that in my 
humble opinion there has not been, nor will there be, a subject 
brought before this House in which the great interests of the 
people are more directly concerned, nor one more entitled to im- 
partial deliberations of your honorable body. At all events, I am 
satisfied of the correctness of my opinion in relation to that por- 
‘tion of country which I have the honor to represent. Sir, I would 
be the last man to ask for the suspension of tax sales under 
ordinary circumstances; but, Sir, I have some knowledge of the 
pecuniary embarrassments of our country. I am fully apprised 
of the scarcity of money, and the consequent inability of the poor 
class of people to meet their liabilities; Then, Sir, we ask im- 
possibilities of men—the very men too, upon whom this and all 
other countries rely to sustain, protect, and defend the govern- 
ment. Sir, the scarcity of money, and impoverished condition of 
your people was brought by the revolution. Your people are yet 
poor—but they are fast recovering from the ravages of the war. 

Give them time and they will pay their taxes. They are dis- 


The 6th section of the bill reads: Be it further enacted, That the party de- 
fendant may at the time of appearance mentioned in the said summons, and 
before the said jury is sworn, plead not guilty to the charge, or complaint, or 
that he hath been three years in quiet possession, and his estate therein, not ended 
or determined, and thereupon the parties shall be at issue; and the said Justice 
shall proceed to swear the jury so returned, to enquire of and try the same. And 
if the party defendant does not appear, at the time specified in the said summons, 
or appearing does not plead to the complaint, then it shall be lawful for the 
said Justice to proceed in the same manner as if he had pleaded ‘not guilty”. 

An unsigned amendment to this section, presumably Van Zandt’s, reads--Strike 
out “3 years” in 6th Sec—and insert “1 year” Adopted 

The 10th section of the bill reads: Be it further enacted, That on the trial of 
such traverse the complainant shall only be required to show, in addition to the 
forcible entry, or detainer mplained of, that he was peaceably in actual pos- 
session of the premises at the time of a forcible entry or was in the constructive 
possession at the time of a forcible holding out, and the estate, or merits of his 
title, shall not be brought in question, or enquired into. 

Amendments to this section are as follows: “of houses tenements or improve- 
ments after “constructive possession” Sec 10 Jones. 

“or lands included within the grant, or Survey of lands thus improved Mayfield 
to Jones’ ” accepted Adopted : 

“provided that any person may bring the action herein contemplated for wrong- 
ful possession heretofore obtained within 12 months after the passage of this bill 
Adopted—Cooke 

The following amendment was also submitted: Be it furthe[r] enacted that when 
the person in possession shall have been ousted in accordance with the provisions 
of this act, that the jury shall omit the value of the improvements that have been 
made by the defendant during his possession and shall award the same against the 
pitf and the justice shall issue execution for the same. Rejected Fowler 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2254. Endorsed: 3 A Bill to prevent forcible entries 
and detainers. Read ist. time Nov. 5. 41 Read 2 time Nov 8. 41 and Refd. to 
Judey. Comittee. Read Nov. 20. & laid on the table—& ordered to be Engrossed 


Nov. 20. 1841 Emgrossed same day T. H. Hord Eng: CK ; i 
22 & Laid on table until called up. Bee ener ad emery 
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posed to be governed and to support your government. Ask im- 
possibilities of them, and you at once disaffect them with your 
government. Sir; it is not the true policy. We are a peculiar 
people—we have been drawn together from all parts of the 
world—we came here for different causes, and different pur- 
poses—we have united in one common cause—that cause is 
a good one. Stand united and we must reap that harvest which 
is awarded to the virtuous and the good. Sir, I am actuated 
from what I conceive and feel to be a duty which I owe to 
myself and country, to oppose a measure which I conceive to 
be so detrimental to justice and. the interest of the country. 
sir, honorable gentlemen must pardon me for differing with 
them in opinion on this occasion, for I do assure them that 
it is an honest difference. The amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Lamar, proposes not only to continue the 
sales, but to make them final; to deprive the defendant of the 
right to redeem his land by paying twenty per cent. upon the 
purchase money. Sir, there might be some excuse for the 
course the honorable gentlemen has been pleased to take on 
this occasion, if the sales contemplated by this bill had the 
sanction of the law of the land. But, Sir, I do not hesitate to 
say, that the sales ordered by the honorable Secretary of the 
Treasury are a palpable violation of the general law regulating 
executions; and if I am correct in my position, the sales which 
have already taken place, have neither the sanction of law or 
justice; and, Sir, the amendment offered by the honorable gen- 
tleman, not only takes away the right of the poor man to redeem 
his property by paying twenty per cent. upon the purchase 
money, but works for the benefit of the cold-hearted speculator 
who has never contributed one. dollar to the country, and seeks 
to make final sales, which were illegal in their origin. Mr. 
Speaker, if such be the object of those who oppose me on this 
occasion, I do assure you, Sir, that they and I occupy this floor 
for different purposes. Sir, before I would vote for such an 
amendment, I would suffer my right arm to be severed from 
my body. Honorable gentlemen may not feel its effects as 
sensibly as myself. I am as poor a man as stands upon this 
floor, yet, by omitting to pay some other debt, I have paid 
my taxes; but a number of my neighbors have not—nor have 
they the means of paying. Yet they are honest, industrious, 
laboring men, and have no power to fatten on the speculations. 
contemplated by the amendment offered by the honorable gen- 
tleman. But, Sir, the individuals who ask at our hands the 
relief sought for in the bill now under discussion, are they who 
fought the battles of your country—achieved its independence— 
and gave to this country a national existence. And, Sir, they 
are the very class of beings that will be called to make a breast- 
work for those who oppose me in the passage of this bill, when 
the enemy shall again appear upon your plains. These men 
will have not only spent their property in their country’s cause, 
but their blood. Yes, Mr. Speaker, hundreds have given their 
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lives a sacrifice for their country’s good, and have left their 
wives and children beggars for bread; yet gentlemen say, sell 
the balance—divest them of a house and home, and if these 
sales are illegal make them valid. In the name of God, I would 
like to know what manner of people the gentleman represents. 
Sir, I will vote for the suspension of tax sales, because I am 
satisfied that the pecuniary embarrassments of the country 
requires it. Sir, I did not share the toils and hardships of the 
revolution, but I am participating in the ben[e]fits which it 
brought about.—Those men who did undergo its dangers and 
privations are the bone and sinew of the land; they spent their 
all in serving the country, and have now gone to work. It is 
their rights that I stand upon this floor to defend, and it should 
be the duty of every reflectiny man to protect their interest, 
and improve their condition, if possible.” 


[Motion] lost: Mr. Williamson moved the bill be laid upon 
the table until called up—carried. 


On motion of Mr. Parker of Houston, the bill defining the 
boundaries of Burnet county, was taken up on its 3d reading; 
and on motion of Mr. Parker, the rule prohibiting amendments 
on the 3d reading was suspended and Mr. Parker offered a 
substitute for the bill.” 


Mr. Caldwell moved that the two last lines of the 3d section 
be sticken out; carried; and the bill read 3d time and passed.” 


Messrs. Cooke and Mayfield presented a counter-report of 
minority of select Naval Committee, relative to recall of Texian 
Navy; 250 copies ordered to be printed, as likewise 250 copies, 
each, of the correspondence between Col. Peraza, Commissioner 
from Yucatan, and the State Department, and the correspond- 
ence between Hon. James Webb and Hon. R. Packenham, her 
Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Mexico.” 


From the Daily Bulletin, December 17, 1841. 

This paragraph and the one following are taken from the report in The 
Weekly Texian, December 15, 1841. 

The first'and second sections of the bill and the substitute are essentially the 
same, giving the bounds of the county and making Fort Houston the seat of 
justice. The third section of the original bill was omitted in the substitute. 
It reads as follows: 

Be it further enacted that all that part of Houston and Nacogdoches Counties 
which lies north of said Burnett County between the Neaches [sic] and Trinity 
Rivers and the south Boundary line of Fannin County be and the same is hereby 
attached to Burnet County as a Teritorial part of said Burnett County—subject 
to all the Laws Regulating said County of Burnett until a subdivision shall be- 
m y EUS t hich b 

e fourth, section which became the third in the substitute reads as follows: 

Be it further enacted that the-County of Burnet shall be entitled and authorized 
to Raise a Company of Volunteers for the protection of the frontier of said 
County upon the same principles and under the same Restrictions that frontier 
Counties are provided for. By an act entitled an Act—To Encourage frontier 
protection—Approved Febr. 4th 1841 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2230. Endorsed: 36 No 40 A Bill better to define 
the boundary of Burnet County and for other purposes Read ist time Nov 8 Read 
2 time Nov 9 & ordered to be Engrossd Engrossed Nov 13 41 Read 3d time Nov 
22 and passed Jim Raymond C C H of R Read & returned for proper Engrossment. 
ee E ars ees hore ` 

Report o e Minority of the Select Naval Committee, November 22, 1841. 
(Printed by order of the House of Representatives.) (G. H. Harrison, printer.) 
Texian office. Austin. 7, [1] p. 20 em. For correspondence between Peraza and 
the State Department and correspondence between James Webb and Packenham, 
see Journals of the Sixth Congress of the Republic of Texas, 1841-1842, ILI. 
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COMMITTEE Room. November 22, 1841 
To the Hon. the SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


SIR—A minority of the Select Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the preamble and joint resolution: providing for the 
immediate recall of the navy, together with the report of the 
Naval Committee on the same subject, have had the same 
under the most deliberate consideration, and beg leave to make 
the following report, as the result of their calm and impartial 
inquiries. 

In the first place the question arises, should the House of 
Representatives act upon this subject, before the Senate has 
manifested its approbation or disapprobation of the treaty 
stipulations which have been established in these premises? 
The minority of this Committee, regard the positions of the 
Naval Committee on this point, as well assumed; for to the 
Senate ‘alone, if we are guided at all by the injunctions of the 
Constitution, belongs exclusively all the privileges of ratifying 
or rejecting treaties, or stipulations in the nature of treaties 
. of whatever grade they may be. The documents now before this 
House, show conclusively that overtures in the manifest sense 
and character of a treaty, have been made by Martin F. 
Perozza, an accredited agent on the part of the government 
de facto of the State of Yucatan to this government, through 
our Executive, and that he has acceded to and concluded them, 
as far as his authority extends. In entering into these negotia- 
tions, the undersigned of the Special Committee, cannot perceive 
that the Executive has in the slightest degree, exceeded any 
of his constitutionally defined limits, or violated any statutory 
provision of the land, and therefore are compelled to maintain 
the opinion that it would not only be uncourteous toward the 
Senate, but likewise manifesting an open disregard for the 
Constitution, to attempt to wrest from them the high and 
singular privileges of confirmation and rejection, which the 
foundation of all our laws delegate them, and them, separate and 
alone; and on this high and important ground, if upon no other, 
the undersigned of the Select Committee, would report the 
preamble and resolution back to this House, and beg to be 
discharged from its further consideration; but they deem that 
their duty will not suffer them to pause here. 

A formal declaration of independence is nothing more or 
less, than a general notification of that which has already. 
been done, and which is presumable to have been done, apart 
from a declaration; when we see a government like Yucatan, 
de facto at least, exercising all the rights, powers and privileges, 
of a sovereign, independent nation. She has a political and 
military existence—she has both an army and navy, and the 
will, to all appearances, of maintaining the position which 
she has assumed. Consequently, there is nothing in the law 
of policy or nations, that would interdict this government, or 
any other, from entertaining the preliminaries, or fundamental 
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principles of a treaty with the State of Yucatan. She is at 
least an equal in numerical strength and fiscal resources; and 
exercises as surely, perhaps, as Texas, all the rights of an 
independent power. And if the asservations [asseverations] 
of the preamble and joint resolution are to be taken as estab- 
lished, which set forth our national existence, as yet insecure, 
we cannot complain with the majority of the Select Committee, 
that Texas has subsidised, or treated with a power inferior 
to the sovereignty of this; or that our national dignity has 
been compromised in entertaining the proposals of the Yucatan 
agent. Yet the preamble and joint resolution under considera- 
tion, breathes a spirit of censure and \acrimgny against the 
Executive head, for having done so, which to’the undersigned 
of the select committee, seems to be bothtunmerited and un- 
called for. The preamble and joint resolution, conveys still 
further censure against his Excellency, for having under these 
stipulations suffered our navy to embark in its present under- 
taking. Laying aside the right of the Senate to act exclusively 
in this matter, the fact of the constitutionality of the President’s 
prerogative to conclude treaties, or enter into treaty stipula- 
tions: and the apparent and satisfactory evidence of the 
sovereignty and equality of the State of Yucatan, the under- 
signed of the Special Committee, cannot refrain from giving 
it as their opinion, that the Executive, even in this respect, has 
acted in the legitimate sphere of his duty. From a careful 
examination of the correspondence between the Yucatan agent 
and the Secretary of State of the Republic of Texas, it appears 
that many advantages may, in all probability, arise to this 
government, without the possibility of any harmful result by it. 
Texas co-operates with an ally, moved by the same political 
impulses, against our mother country, as a common enemy; 
it therefore seems to the undersigned of the Select Committee, 
in view of the state of hostilities which have existed for some 
time past, the most stern principles of retrenchment and good 
policy would sanction the combination of our naval forces with 
those of Yucatan; because it would be prosecuting a war with- 
out national expense, calculated in the most sure and speedy 
manner to secure the distinction [extinction] of our uncom- 
promising central enemy—an enemy in ruthless and open war- 
fare—mocking at every overture for peace—rejecting all 
friendly mediation for a cessation of hostilities, and towards 
whom we are neither bound by policy or agreement to stay 
retaliation, whenever a favorable’ opportunity presents. itself; 
and for this, as an additional reason, the undersigned of the 
Select Committee, cannot sanction the spirit of censure and 
acrimony contained in the preamble and joint resolution; nor 
can they agree with those honorable gentlemen of this Com- 
mittee, who disapprobate the President so strongly, for not 
having awaited the British mediation. For that mediation has 
been attempted, in accordance with the spirit of the understand- 
ing between this government and Great Britain, and the State 
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Department contains the official information of its having 
utterly failed. Mr. Packenham’s letter to our rejected Minister, 
on this subject, is more conclusive in representing such an 
event as beyond the range of possibility. 


Again, . the undersigned cannot agree with the majority of 
the Select Committee, that the contingencies contemplated under 
the 11th section of the Act fixing the Naval establishment, have 
not arisen. Our territory has been invaded by armed Central 
Mexican forces; our western border has been the scene of 
continued strife, apprehension and hostility; our western vil- 
lages have been attacked and destroyed; our civil officers have 
been driven from their jurisdiction, and with their suffering 
fellow citizens, either murdered or carried away into the vilest 
captivity. , : 

If, under this state of affairs, one of the contingencies has 
not arisen contemplated by the last Hon. Congress, the under- 
signed are at great fault to discover what was really intended. 
Independent of these outrages, from the documents relative to 
the treaty stipulation with the State of Yucatan, the Executive 
is assured that Central Mexican Government is preparing, in 
the most serious manner, for a maritime war with Texas; that 
they are building vessels for that purpose, and in anticipation 
of these designs, have already declared our coast in a state of 
blockade; and if the Executive had entertained any doubt of 
these hostile intentions, they must have been entirely removed 
when the statements and evidences afforded by the Yucatanian 
Agent were confirmed by the Charge d’Affairs of this Govern- 
ment near the Government of the United States, who has of- 
ficially informed the President that .the agents of the Mexican 
Government were fitting out a large naval armament to be 
employed for the immediate disturbance of our trade and 
blockade of our coast. We have been in an uninterrupted state 
of warfare with Mexico since the latter part of 1835, and if 
she has at any time since suspended hostilities, her recent 
invasion of our wastern [sic] frontier, and formal blockade of 
our coast, is indisputable evidence that they have been renewed. 
A declaration of war is an absolute state of hostilities; and it 
is presumable upon all fair ground of supposition, that the 
Central Government of Mexico would not have declared our 
coast in a state of blockade unless they were in possession of 
the power, and the means of effecting their declared intentions, 
from which it appears that every contingency has arisen under 
the law fixing the Naval establishment. Independent then of 
any other consideration relative to this subject, it seems that 
instead of violating any constitutional restrictions of plain legis- 
lative enactments, the Executive was in duty bound to avail 
himself of any assistance by means of which our naval force 
could be rendered available. Under these circumstances, the 
only guide of the President was his best discretion; and whether 
that discretion has been wisely used or not, the undersigned are 
not called on by the preamble and joint resolution to consider 
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of. In addition to the reasons already given why the preamble 
and joint resolution should not be adopted by this house, there 
remain many others; and among them one, which of itself, is 
conclusive. The constitution says in broad, general and com- 
prehensive terms, that the President shall be the Commander in 
Chief of the Army and Navy of the Republic of Texas.” This is 
plain and imperative language, leaving nothing to the will of 
Congress; and so long as we have either the vestige of an 
Army or Navy; under the highest sanction that can be claimed, 
he must and shall, in the language of the Constitution, control 
the destinies of both the one and the other. This seems to be 
wisely decreed, for Congress, however sagacious, cannot look 
into futurity and foresee that the Commander in Chief of our 
armies and navy should give or decline battle, perform or not 
perform any specific act at any stated period. It is an incon- 
trovertable [sic] doctrine, that this.House cannot control the 
President as Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, except 
by refusing to make an appropriation for supplies. It is our 
sole check and ballance [sic] to this great discretion, this high 
and important prerogative. 


The undersigned cannot agree with the majority of the Select 
` Committee, that by the present disposition of our Navy, this 
Government is placing itself in the attitude of a mercenary 
ally, or that our national dignity has been compromised; for 
there is nothing dishonorable contained in, the proposals of 
Yucatan; and are surprised, in view of all the pecuniary ad- 
vantages, that Hon. men should reflect so strongly upon the 
great policy of retrenchment that has been so hapily [sic] 
earried out in this whole arrangement; or that this important 
principle should have been entirely overlooked by the preamble 
and resolution under consideration. 


It is feared by a majority of this Committee that difficulties 
may perhaps arise with neutral powers by combining our Navy 
with that of Yucatan; this, however, is wrapt up in the future, 
and cannot be decided upon except by surmise; and if we are 
allowed such latitude, we may anticipate one event with as 
much. certainity as another. It is also feared by a majority 
of this Committee, that the present disposition of our Navy 
promises no adequate advantage; but it seems to the under- 
signed that the division of the united powers of Mexico, is of 
‘ the utmost importance to this country: and that whenever 
such an obje[c]t is completely effected, Texas may anticipate 
with certainty the most extensive national advantages. 


Tn conclusion, therefore, the minority of the Select Com- 
mittee to whom was referred the Preamble and Joint Resolution, 
providing for the immediate recall of the Navy, together with 
the report of the Naval Committee on the same subject, would 
respectfully report them back to this House, with the opinion 
that the popular branch of Congress ought not to legislate upon 
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the subject in its present condition, and beg leave to be dis- 
charged from a further consideration of the question. 


Louis P. COOKE, 
J. S. MAYFIELD. 


Mr. Roberts introduced a bill repealing the act incorporating 
the town of Shelbyville, and granting additional powers to the 
corporation -of San Augustine and Nacogdoches; read 1st time. 

The bill to amend the charter of the city of Houston; read 
third time and passed. 


Mr. Van Zandt introduced a bill to incorporate Marshal[l] 


- University; read 1st time. 


The Committee on Retrenchment reported a bill to abolish 
the offices of Auditor, Commissioner of Revenue, Stock Com- 
missioner, Attorney-General, Commissary of Subsistence, Quar- 
ter-Master, and Translator to the Land Office: to limit the 
number of Clerks employed in the State Department and Gen- 
eral Post Office to two Chief Clerks and one assistant clerk: 
in the Treasury to one Chief Clerk and three assistant clerks; 
in the War Department to one Chief Clerk and two assistant 
clerks; one Armorer and four laborers to repair and keep in 
order the public arms; in the General Land Office to one Chief . 
Clerk, four assistant clerks and one draught[s]man; in the 
Comptroller’s Bureau to one Chief Clerk and one assistant clerk: 
to fix the several salaries on the civil list at the following rates, 
per annum:—-President, with furnished house, $4000; Vice- 
President, $1,000; Secretaries of State, Treasury and War, and 
Commissioner of General Land Office, each $1,200; Comp- 
troller, Paymaster-General, and Draughtsman of General Land 
Office, each, $700; Treasurer and Chief Clerks, each, $600; 
Assistant Clerks, each, $500; Armorer, $300; Laborers, per 
month, each, $18; Chief Justice of Supreme Court, per annum, 
$2,000; Judges of District Courts, $1,750; read 1st time ; 250 
copies of Report and accompanying bill ordered to be printed.” 


COMMITTEE Room, Nov. 22, 1841. 


To the Hon. the SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

The Committee on Retrenchment, to whom was assigned the 
duty of enquiring into the expenditures of the Government, 
with a view to ascertain how far and in what manner, the 
same may be curtailed, beg leave, respectfully, to report, 

That they have had the same under consideration, so far 
as relates to the expenditures for the Civil Department, with 
the exception of Foreign Missions, and the ‘collection of the 
various revenues of the country, and are of the opinion that 
so far as their investigations have proceeded, a material reduc- 
tion may be made. 


“Report of the Retrenchment Committee. Committee Room, Nov. 22, 1841. 
To the Hea Speaker of the House of Representatives. [At end:] Printed by 
order of the House of Representatives. G. H. Harrison, printer. 4 Bee cm. 
Caption title, The report is also in The Weekly Tesian, December 1, 
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It is deemed unnecessary, and perhaps foreign to the duties 
of this Committee, to enquire into the various causes which 
have concurred in reducing our Government to its present 
embarassed and bankrupt condition. Equally unnecessary is 
it deemed to revert to the past with a view to censure or ap- 
prove the various objects of national expenditure for which 
acts of appropriation have been passed by Congress, or to in- 
stitute an examination by which to test the faithfulness with 
which the national funds have been disbursed upon their legiti- 
mate objects. Whatever may have been the causes which have 
brought us to that condition; whether it has sprung from an 
original miscalculation of our national resources, or disap- 
pointed expectations of their rapid increase and strength, or 
yet from official mismanagement, we now exhibit to the world, 
too obviously not to be seen by others, and too painful and 
mortifying not to be felt by ourselves, the spectacle of a bank- 
rupt Government, and an impoverished people! We have 
demonstrated to the -world our physical ability to establish an 
independent government; we have now to demonstrate the still 
more ‘difficult problem, of our pecuniary ability to sustain it. 
The world has acknowledged the former; but the degraded point 
in the scale of depreciation, to which every pledge of our public 
faith has sunk, with a still downward tendency, forces home 
upon. us the humiliating reflection, that the world does suspect 
our pecuniary ability to do the latter. We look back upon the 
milliéns that have been spent, with astonishment—we look upon 
the accumulated load of debt which weighs like an incubus 
upon the energies of our country, with sorrow and unavailing 
regret—we look to an empty treasury and a people destitute of 
available resources, with anxiety and alarm for the future. 
Year after year our appropriations have doubled, trebled and 
in some instances quadrupled our anticipated income. Shall 
this state of things continue? Shall we still persist in shutting 
our eyes to the impending and certain destiny that awaits us, 
without the courage to make one struggle to turn the tide of 
fortune in our favor? Shall we hesitate upon the brink of 
ruin, to pause in our career of prodigality? The farce which 
we have been playing, of attempting to sustain-a government on 
the scale of an empire, can no longer amuse the world or profit 
ourselves. The delusion is at an end—the season of sober reality 
has come—confidence is lost abroad and is sinking at home!— 
the crisis is at hand which must determine whether we can 
sustain a government, or must lapse into anarchy or resort to 
the humiliating expedient of leaning upon some friendly power 
for support and sustenance. =It becomes us to look upon the 
picture, dark and sad as it may be, with eyes that blench not 
and hearts that quail not. The pruning knife that is to restore 
the tree to life and animation by lopping off the dead and useless 
branches that encumber it, must be wielded by a hand that 
trembles not in the performance of that delicate but necessary 
operation. We have arrived at a period in our career, at which 
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visionary schemes of national grandeur are entertained only 
by weak heads or selfish hearts. We have plunged with heedless 
steps into the mire of debt, until we are ready to be engulphed 
in that Serbonian bog from which extrication is impossible. 
We must now retrace our footsteps, and return to that sim- 
plicity and economy which alone can lead.us to prosperity and 
happiness. We have lived upon credit which we have propped 
up by expedients and contrivances, until human ingenuity can 
devise no shift by which we can bolster it up any longer, and 
it 1s time that we should make a virtue of necessity and rely 
alone upon our resources for the future. 


The first great preliminary object to be accomplished is the 
resuscitation of confidence in our government, among our own 
people; the second, is the restoration of the confidence of other 
nations in our pecuniary responsibility and capacity for self- 
government! Neither the one nor the other of these can ever 
be attained, until we bring our actual expenditures within the 
limits of our nett income—until economy and responsibility 
are introduced into every department of the Government—until 
energy and industry are imparted to our public functionaries— 


until the complex machinery of government is simplified in 


its structure and made to harmonize in its operations—in one 
word, until a period has been put to the reign of prodigality 
and useless expenditure, and our political system is reduced to 
the republican simplicity of our people, and graduated by a 
scale of their wants and their means! Nor will it avail us to 
work out these important ends in theory only, and falsify our 
good intentions in practice. To reduce and retrench upon paper, 
and yet continue in the same career of extravagance and ir- 
responsibility in practice, will be sporting with the interests 
and feelings of a people already exasperated by past abuses and 
oft blasted expectations of reform; and at the same time ex- 
tinguish in the bosoms of our best friends abroad, whatever 
of lingering hope for our success has been left by our past 
imbecility and prodigality. Every consideration of duty and 
interest to the people, to ourselves, and to posterity, urges us 
to the undertaking with united counsels and united action. 
Amid all the discouragements by which we are surrounded, we 
have everything to hope for the future, from practical economy, 
energy and perseverance; and in advancing to the task of en- 
deavoring: to impart to the energies and resources of our coun- 
try, that recuperative principle which they are so capable of 
receiving, let our motto be, “a union of all heads for our coun- 
try’s good; a union of all hearts for our country’s honor.” 


Impelled by these_considerations, your committee beg leave 
to recommend, 


ist. That every office not absolutely necessary to carry on 
the business of the Government be abolished—and where the 
duties of those that are necessary, are not such as to engage 
the attention of vigilant and industrious incumbents, that their 
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duties be blended with others, so as to make them offices of 
labor instead of pleasure. 


2d. That the salaries of all public agents and officers be 
adjusted upon a scale proportioned to the pecuniary capacity 
of the country and to the amount of skill and labor requisite 
to the performance of their official duties. 

3d. That a more simple, cheap and efficient mode of col- 
lecting the revenues of the country be adopted, by which the 
accountability of collecting officers shall be made more direct 
and immediate: because every dollar expended in the collection 
of the revenues is a tax upon the people, and to that extent 
weakens and lessens their ability to contribute to the support 
of the Government. 


With a view to carry out the first of these recommendations, 
the Committee beg leave to introduce the accompanying bill and 
recommend its passage. 

Wo. E. JONES, Ch’m. 
W N. PORTER,’ 

P. USHER, 

R. M. WILLIAMSON, 
A. J. FOWLER, 

N. H. DARNELL. 


On motion the House adjourned ‘until to-morrow morning at 
9 o’clock. 


TUESDAY, Nov 28. [1841] 


House met—yroll called—quorum present—journals of the 
preceding day read and adopted. 


Mr. Wynns introduced a resolution condemnatory of the 
course of the President in fitting out the Santa Fé Expedition; 


on motion of Mr. Van Ness, the same was laid on the table until 
called up. 


Mr. Parker of Houston introduced a resolution prohibitory 
of the introduction of any new business after the House shall 
have taken up the business on the Speaker’s table, until the 
same shall have been disposed of. Mr. Van Ness moved to 
amend the resolution by making it obligatory on the House to 
continue in session until the business on the Speaker’s table 
be disposed of. On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the resolution and 
amendment were laid on the table until called up. 


Mr. Jones, of Galveston, introduced a bill regulating the 
appointment of Pilots at the Port of Galveston; read 1st time— 
rules suspended—read 2d time and referred.” 


Mr. Wood introduced a bill to have surveyed a reserve of 
land for the friendly Indians; read ist time. 


The bill regulating the appointment of pilots at the port of Galveston was 
referred to the naval committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2272. Endorsed: 
102 5 A Bill regulating the appointment &c of Pilots for the Port of Galveston 
Read ist time Nov 23d Rule suspended Read 2d time same day & refd to Naval 


Committee ordered to be Engd. Nov. 26. Engrossed Nov. 26. 41 Tho. E rd. 
Eng, Clk E. R. ss ‘ ss = 
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On motion, the House went into a committee of the whole 
on the “Retrenchment Bill,” Mr. Van Ness in the Chair: after 
some time spent therein, the same was reported back to the 
House, and, on motion of Mr. Mayfield, made the special order 
of the day for to-morrow. 


On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o'clock. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 

House met—roll called—quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the Secretary of War was re- 
quested to communicate all information in his possession, rela- 
tive to the expense of the present system of frontier protection. 

The bill giving the election of Chief Justices of counties to 


the people; read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Usher introduced a bill authorizing District Courts to 
render judgment against the plaintiffs for costs in certain cases 
and other purposes! Read 1st time. 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the Secretary of War was 
requested to furnish a statement of the several equipments and 
munitions of war drawn for the Santa Fé Expedition. 

Mr. Usher introduced a bill concerning the collection of taxes; 
read Ist time. l 

The bill to rep[e]al the act incorporating the town of Shelby- 
ville, and the bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue patents in certain cases, were read 2d time 
and ordered to be engrossed. 


Où motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning 
at 9 o’clock. 
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 24. [1841] 


House met—-roll called—quorum present—journals of preced- 
ing meeting read and adopted. 

A select committee introduced a bill for the relief of Charles 
DeMorse. 

A select committee introduced a bill for the relief of J. G. 
Beaty and others; read 1st time.” 


To the Honble SPEAKER OF H. oF REP. 


The Select Committee to whom was refered the report and 
accompanying resolution of the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts relative to the repairs done on the Capitol beg leave 
to report that it would be inexpedient to sell the Capitol to 
pay for repairs done -upon it and especially until after an 
appropriation shall have been made for the erection,of a new 
and more suitable building for the purposes of legis[la]tion— 
and that finding that-the contracts between P. W. Humphreys 
Batuee oF He oe en epatre dove on (he Capitol 104 Joint Hecolution 
for the releif [sic] of Josiah G Beatty & others Read ist. time Nov 24 Read 2 


time Nov 26 Laid on table until Dec ist. 41—Laid on table until Dec 4th ordered. 
to be Engd Dec‘16th Dec. 16. 1841. Tho, H Hord E. C. H.-R. 
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Josiah M. H. Beatty and others for absolute and necessary 
repairs done on the Capitol have been performed in good faith 
and strict conformity with their respective contracts and that 
the contracts have been given to the lowest bidders—and finding 
that there is now owing near one thousand dollars for repairs 
done upon the Capitol to different individuals in the foregoing 
manner,—Have therefore instructed me to report the papers 
and report of the Committee on Claims and Accounts relative 
thereto back to the House with the following Joint Resolution 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep. in Cong. 
assembled that the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby au- 
thorized and required to pay the accounts of Josiah G. Beatty 
and others for repairs done on the Capitol in accordance with 
their agreements with P. W. Humphreys the former Chief Clerk, 
of the House of Representatives and that the sum of $1000. 
par funds or its equivalent in the promissory notes of the 
Govmt. is hereby appropriated for that purpose.” 


L P. COOKE, Chairman 


On motion of Mr. Porter, the heads of the several Depart- 
ments and Bureaux were instructed to furnish the House with a 


statement of how they have expended the appropriations made 
for contingent expenses. . 


On motion of Mr. Hewett, the Secretary of State was re- 
quested to furnish information relative to mail contracts. 

The bills concerning the collection of taxes, authorizing 
District Courts to render judgment against the plaintiff, and 


&Articles ‘of agreement made and entered into between P. W. Humphrey (clerk 
to congress) of the one part and John A. F. Gravis of the Republic of Texas 
of the other part. In this that the said parties agree as follows, the said 
Gravis agrees to do certain plastering and whitewashing to the Capitol or House 
in which Congress sits, towit, That within three weeks after the carpenter’s work 
shall have been completed as specified in the contract between said Humphreys 
and Josiah G. Beatty to be done upon said capitol, that he said Gravis will 
complete the plastering and white washing as follows the four back or shed rooms 
to be plastered overhead with one good thick and smooth coat of plastering and 
the plastering throughout the House to be repaired thoroughly and the whole 
to be whitewashed with two coats of white wash, the walls four feet from the 
floors to receive two coats of white wash mixed with glue so as to prevent its 
rubbing off, all to be done in a good workmanlike manner. 

The said Humphreys agrees to pay said Gravis soon after the meeting of the 
m S re: the sum of one hundred and twenty five dollars par money or its 
equivalent. 


In witness whereof the said parties have hereto signed their names and affixed 
their seals—June 16, 1841. 
. T. Gravis topped raising the chimneys and furnished three peices [sic] of sheet 
iron for the stoves stove pipe in addition to his contract 

Gravis’ bill was as follows: 


é Senate & House of Representatives of the Republic of Texas Dr To John A F. 
ravis 


To plastering the ceilings of 4 Rooms & white 

washing the walls & ceilings of the Same, also 

two large rooms & Galleries $ 125.00 
Topping & repairing 2 chimneys 25.00 
4 pieces of Sheet Iron for Stovepipes 5.00 


y $155 00 
Austin 2nd Novr. 1841 
We certify that the above account is reasonable & just &c 


THOS. WHITEHEAD 
AUGUSTINE BOWLES 
{ have examined the above account and believe the charges to be reasonable 
John Chenoweth Endorsed: 52 Claim of John A F Gravis Humphreys & Gravis— 
Agreement Call on workmen to value the work Chairman of the Committee on 
Contingent expenses. Memorials and Petitions. 
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to have surveyed @ reserve for the friendly Indians, were 
severally read 2d time and referred.” 


The bill for the relief of the soldiers of the late 1st regiment 
of infantry; read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. 


The “Retrenchment Bill” was taken up on its 2d reading. 
The salary for Treasurer was increased from $600 to $1,000. 


On motion, the House adjourned until 3, p. m. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 
House met—roll called—quorum present. 


The “Retrenchment Bill” was again taken up.—tThe salary of 
the President was increased from $4,000 to $5,000. 


On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning 
at 10 o’clock. 


THURSDAY, Nov. 25. [1841] 


House met—roll called—quorum present—journals read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill authorizing the transfer of pay- 
ments on Austin City and out lots; read ist time. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill to authorize W. S. Orr and 
assistants to erect a mill and granting them certain privileges; 
read ist time. . 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill to establish a uf[n]Jiform 
[slystem of weights and measures; read ist time. 

Mr. Dennis introduced a bill to amend the charter of the 
city of Matagorda; read 1st time. 

Mr. Parker, of Houston, introduced a bill to amend the act 
regulating elections; read Ist time. 

Mr. Smith introduced a bill for the relief of free persons of 
eolor; read ist time. 

Mr. Wood introduced a bill to amend the charter of the 
town of Liberty; read Ist time. 

The “Retrenchment Bill” was again taken up still on its 
2d reading. On motion of Mr. Jones of Galveston the allowance 
for District Judges was increased from $1,750 to $2,000. 

[Mr. Mayfield made the following remarks on the question 
of salary for the District Judges.]” T 

Mr. Mayfield stated it was not his purpose to have partici- 
pated further in the discussion of the question under - consid- 
eration: proposing to fix the salaries of the District Court at 
$2.000; but since it had taken a wider range, and it had been 

©The bill to have surveyed a reserve for the friendly Indians has not been 
found. The bill authorizing district judges to render judgment against the 
plaintiff was referred to the judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2267. 
Endorsed: 53 4 A Bill authorizing the District Courts to render judgment against 
ptffs in certain cases &C. Read ist time Nov 23 Read 2 time Nov 24 refd to 
Judecy Comt An act to prevent the collection of Taxes on unpatented lands, 
certificates &c—to repeal all laws for the collection of double tax—and to cause 
such double taxes as may have been paid to be refunded was referred the finance 
committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2377. Endorsed: 86 A Bill to prevent the 
collection of Taxes on unpatented lands & to repeal all laws. for the collection 
of double tax Read ist. time Nov 22 Read 2 time Dec 2 refd to Finance Com’t 


report Monday next—Order for Thursday Dec 23 Laid on table Dee -30th, 
‘ &From Daily Bulletin, November 27, 1841. : 
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assumed that the impoverished condition of the country, and 
its limited resources precluded a liberal appropriation for the 
support of the Judiciary, into whose hands and upon whose 
decision. of character, virtue, intelligence and legal... [clipped] 
after reducing the expenditures of the Government to the most 
economical standard, and bringing the expenses thereof within 
the legitimate, and ordinary revenue of the country, it would 
be found, by taking the statistics of the country and the data 
furnished of its revenues, to shew satisfactorily that $1,500,000 
or $225,000, par funds, per annum, can be raised from imposts 
and direct taxes. It is estimated by economy and retrenchment, 
the expenses of the current year can be reduced, without crip- 
pling the wholesome operations of the Government, to $125,000, 
which would leave a surplus, to be appropriated as policy and 
the wisdom of Congress should direct. It was also insisted 
that retrenching upon the scale proposed—that of reducing the 
salaries of our Judges to $1,000 or $1,300—would necessarily 
drive from the bench men of talent, industry. learning and 
virtue, and place the rights, liberties and reputation of the 
people at the mercy of stupidity, ignorance and sottishness; 
for men of worth and business-talents would not accept the 
offices of Judges with such a stipend. 

Mr. Mayfield avowed himself the warm friend of retrench- 
ment and economy, but was unwilling to retrench, at the hazard 
of the liberty and property of the citizens; ‘and insisted that 
this country, taking a view of her peculiar situation and the 
complexity of her landed tenures, and the intricate and novel 
questions in which they are involved, called more loudly than 
any other for the most excellent talents, sterling integrity and 
capacity for research on the part of the Judiciary, and that 
the services of such men, where there is so much to flatter 
hope, encourage enterprise and industry professionally and 
practically, could:only be secured by holding out an adequate 
- compensation to abandon labors that promise so much. 

In answer to the allusions, that professional men of the coun- 
try did not feel and appreciate the wants, feelings and oppres- 
sions of the people, Mr. M. repudiated as absurd, and insisted 
that by their habits, interests and associations of life they 
were peculiarly fitted to judge and understand the voice of 
the people. He appealed to history to show that in all countries, 
at all times, whenever the people struck for liberty, and the 
rights of man, and to throw off the chains of oppression and 
slavery, they were with the people and on the side of liberty: 
he instanced England, the United States, and last Texas, where 
lawyers had boldly acted in the cause of freedom. 

In conclusion, he maintained, that the country was fast 
loosing [ sic] credit at home and abroad, and that a general 
sentiment of despondency was prevailing over many parts of 
the country, at the laxity of the administration of the laws; 
insurrection and insubordination was rapidly manifesting itself 
over our fair land; crime stalks abroad unpunished ;—all arising, 
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as is alleged, in many sections of our country, from a weak and 
often misguided enforcements of your laws, on the part of 
our judicial and law officers; and such must ever be the case, 
until adequate inducements are held out to secure decision of 
character and the most exalted legal learning on the part of 
your Judges and law officers. He deemed retrenchment in this 
branch of the public service as hazardous to the honor of the 
country, destructive. of her best interests, and striking at the 
rights, reputation and property of the citizen. 


[Mr. Parker of Houston also spoke on the clause of the 
Retrenchment Bill, fixing the salary of District Judges.]” 


MR. SPEAKER, I am no doubt, the man alluded to by the gen- 
tlemen from Lamar.” Sir I did make the motion the other day 
to adjourn for three days, for the purpose of giving time to 
the several Committees who had been appointed to examine the 
condition of the several departments and bureaus of the gov- 
ernment. My object was to have this examination made before 
the Retrenchment Bill (now under consideration) was acted 
on by this House, so that the House could act more advisedly. 
If that examination was to be gone into at all it should be 
had before the Retrenchment Bill was acted on, so that this 
house: could act knowingly in retrenching the expenses of the 
Government. I thought this to be the proper course, and I 
think so still. But Mr. Speaker, it is argued by honorable 
gentlemen on this floor, that they have come into this house 
determined to retrench and use the pruning knife with an 
unsparing hand. But sir those very gentlemen are using every 
argument in favor of high salaries to your District Judges. 
They say that we must give to those Judges $2500 a year in 
good money for the purpose of securing the best talents. But _ 
I am bound to differ with those gentlemen, for when we take 
into consideration the true situation of the country, we find 
that we have no‘available resources, whatever—that we have no 
credit at home or abroad—that-the pledged faith of the govern- 
ment has fallen to 12 cts. on the dollar—That our national debt 
is accumulating on us every year—notwithstanding the people 
are called on to pay a heavy direct and indirect tax,—yet sir, 
it is argued that we must pay $2500 a year to these District 
Judges, in order to secure talent. Mr. Speaker, if money can 
buy them to-you, money can buy them from you; for they are 
in the market, and certain calculations cannot be made on such ` 
men. No sir, I wish to see honorable men serve the country 
from principles as well as for money. . I say that when a man 
is reasonably paid, if his love of country is not sufficiently 
strong to secure his services, he, I say, is unworthy of the 
confidence and trust of so high and responsible a station. I 
for one am of the opinion that the services of able and worthy 
men can be had for one thousand dollars in good money at a 


®In the Daily Bulletin, December 1, 1841. 
8The peed oF the gentleman from Lamar has not been found. 
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time like this, when the government and people are groaning 
under a mighty load of oppression from every quarter. 


In this situation we now stand, and honorable gentlemen will 
contend on this floor, that we must give $2500 a year to our 
District Judges in good money. Yes Mr. Speaker, those profes- 
sional gentlemen will thus urge the propriety of giving high 
salaries in order that we may secure the best talents. Mr. 
Speaker, I believe there are 21 professional lawyers on this 
floor, and from the arguments of some of those gentlemen, 
I fear that they are insensible of the wants of the people 
experimentally, or what the people are actually able to bear. 
For this Congress to undertake to carry out the true principles 
of retrenchment, by taking off a few pounds of the burthen 
under which the people are now struggling, and conclude that 
they will go on, and bear the balance of this mighty load is an 
entire mistake. 

Sir, I think that patriotic principles should induce the of- 
ficers of this our tottering government, to discharge their duty 
with a moderate compensation; for without an entire change for 
the better at this session of Congress, in my humble opinion, 
this government cannot exist as a government two years longer. 


We see column after column in the public prints of the 
country, filled with advertisements of the property of .the 
citizens in every county of the whole Republic, for sale to 
pay the taxes due the government. Let the time roll round, 
Mr. Speaker, when the property of the humble and honest citizen 
shall be set up and sold for what it will bring in ready money, 
you will see a time when the people will resort to their own 
means for relief. It will be remembered that for debts due 
the government, there is no reservation nor valuation of prop- 
erty. If the cow and calf will bring but one dollar in Texas 
money, it must go, agreeable to the instructions to the several 
Sheriffs throughout the country: It must be plain to the under- 
standing of every gentleman on this floor, that the main pillars 
of the government are actually tottering and trembling and 
giving way,—the people, the confidence of the people, who are 
the government, the bulwark of the nation. 

The eyes of the whole people of Texas are turned towards 
this Congress, upon which they depend as their only hope of 

saving the country from a state of anarchy. 


I came here sir, for the purpose of taking held of this indis- 
pensible [ste] work (Retrenchment) without regard to in- 
dividual interest. 


Let us then commence at the Executive head of the govern- 
ment, and come down to the lowest officer, and with all the 
economy possible, prune off and retrench, and reduce the gov- 


ernment to that state, that the people are able t rt, l 
that be what it may. PE e to support, let 


In this way we shall lighten the tax on the people, we will 
secure or regain the shattered confidence of the citizens, who 
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will still support and defend the rights. and liberties of the 
country. 


On motion, the House adjou[r]ned until 3 o'clock. 


3 o’clock, p m. 
House met—roll called—quorum present. 

The “Retrenchment Bill” was again taken up. On motion of 
Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the pay of members of Congress was 
fixed at $3 per diem, and $3 for every twenty-five miles travel 
in going to and returning from the seat of Government: the 
President pro tem. of thé Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, $3 per diem. On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, 
the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives was allowed 
$4 per diem during the session of Congréss, and the same pay 
as a Chief Clerk of Department during: the remainder of the 
year. On motion of Mr. Fowler, Assistant Clerks were allowed 
$3 per diem; and other officers of Congress $2 per diem. On 
‘motion of Mr. Porter, the District Attorney, resident in the 
Judicial District, in which the Supreme Court is held,. was 
allowed to tax all suits in which the Government is party $20 
to be paid by the losing party, in consideration of his appearing 
in behalf of the Republic. On motion of Mr. Raymond, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed. i 

The bill to reorganize the several Judicial Districts and reduce 
the number; read 2d time and referred.“ 

Mr. Williamson introduced a joint resolution recalling Gen. 
James Hamilton, the Commissioner to negotiate a loan; read 
1st time. , 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, Nov. 26. [1841] 


House met—roll called—quorum present—journals of pre- 
ceding day read and adopted. 

The Committee on the Judiciary reported a bill to reduce 
into one and amend the several acts concerning executions, in 
lieu of a bill to amend an act concerning executions.” 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
26th Nov 1841 - 


The Hon, The SPEAKER OF THE H. oF REP. 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was refered, A Bill 
.to amend an act concerning Executions and for other purposes”, 
beg leave to report in lieu thereof An act to reduce into one 
and amend the several acts concerning Executions 

JNO B JONES Chm 


8s[The House bill has not been found. The Senate bill to reorganize the several 
judicial districts and reduce the number was referred to the judiciary committee. 
Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2329. Endorsed: No 16. A Bill to: be entitled an act 
to reorganize the Judicial Districts in the Republic, & to reduce the number to 
six, & to prescribe the time of holding the District Tourts therein, respectively.— 
Read ist time Novr 10th, 1841 Read 2 time Novr 11.1841 & laid on table, Ordrd. 
to be Engrossed Novr 19th. Engd. same day T. Green Eng. ¢lk Senate Read 3rd 
time & passed November 18th 1841 A. C. Macfarlane Secretary Senate Read 1st. 
time. Nov 20 Read 2 time Nov 25 & refd to Jude’y Com’t Laid on table Dec 16th. 

Reports, Sixth Congress, No. 2213, Endorsed: Report-Orders of day Nov 26th. 
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Mr. Usher introduced the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted :—Resolved, that the thanks of this House 
are due and they are hereby tendered to William Kennedy, Esq., 
the distinguished author of a work entitled “Texas, the rise, 
progress and prospects of the Republic of Texas,” for his very 
liberal present of a copy of his valuable work to the House of 
Representatives of the Republic of Texas, and that the Secretary 
of State be requested to transmit a copy of this resolution to 
Mr. Kennedy. 

Mr. Caldwell introduced a bill directing the discontinuance 
of mails on certain conditions; read Ist time. 

Mr. Wynns introduced a bill to give to judicial counties the 
same quantity of land allowed to other counties for school 
purposes; read ist time. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to amend the several laws re- 
lating to the recording of deeds; read ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the resolution condemnatory of the 
Santa Fé Expedition was referred to a select committee. Com- 
mittee—Messrs. Van Zandt, Porter, Brown, Wood and Jones 
of Gonzales. 

On motion, Messrs. Van Zandt and Usher were added to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the citizens of Jasper 
county; read 3d time and passed. 

A bill to abolish certain offices, fix the salaries of the officers 
of the civil list, and for other purposes; read 3d time and 
passed. 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, 
Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, 
Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, 
Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, Parker of Housten [sic], 
Parker of Fort Bend, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Rob- 
inson, Usher, Van Zandt, Wood, Wynns,—32. 

iat Pha Mayfield, Patillo, Smith, Van Ness, William- 
son,—5. 

“A bill to require County Surveyors to reside at their County 
seats,” being under consideration, and an amendment being 
eee that they should keep their offices at said County 
seats,— 

Mr. Smith, of Fannin, spoke as follows: 


Mr. SPEAKER—The arguments of Gentlemen in opposition 
have had this tendency, to convince me that I am correct in 
supporting this amendment, and that after reading the original 
law, no man can be opposed to the amendment. 

Sir, according to the argument of Gentlemen, it is essential 
that the County Surveyor should reside at the County -seat. 
But, Sir, I would ask why, in the name of Heaven, force a 
man to live in a place’ which he detests, provided he performs 
the duties of his office without it; and, Sir, if he does not, 


“The vote is given in the report in the Daily Bulletin, November 27, 1841. 
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he can be coerced upon the application of the humblest citizen 
of his county.—What is the object of this law, Sir? It is, 
unquestionably, an oversight in the framers. The County Sur- 
veyor should not be required to reside at the county seat, pro- 
vided his books are open at that place. Now Sir, I know 
something about this matter myself; I know, Sir, a County 
Surveyor, who is an honor to his country, and who does not 
wish to change his abode, and, in the name of Heaven, Sir, let 
him reside where he is. 

Sir, the proposition is, in effect, a despotism— it is forcing a 
man to do what- he does not want to do. Sir, I have seen county 
seats in this country, where a highminded and honorable man 
could not live. Sir, I know county seats in this country, where 
I would not live, Sir, and where I do not believe I could live 
twelve months, Sir. Therefore, Sir, I shall support the amend- 


[The bill was] indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Usher introduced a bill requiring of prosecutors to pay 
costs in certain cases; read Ist time. _ es 

A bill giving the election of Chief Justices. of counties to the 
people; read 3d time and passed. 

Yeas—Messrs, Bowers, Brown, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, 
Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Parker of Houston, 
Patillo, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Smith, Usher, Van Zandt, 
Williamson, Wood, Wynns,—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, 
Kuykendall, Mayfield, Parker of Fort Bend, Pennall, Robinson, 
Van Ness,—11." — 

A bill regulating the appointment and duties of pilots at 
Calveston [sic]; read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 


10 o’clock. 
SATURDAY Nov. 27. [1841] 


House met; roll called; quorum present; journals of preced- 
ing day read and adopted. 


The Committee on the Judiciary reported a substitute for the 
bill to repeal in part the act regulating probate sales.” 


The Committee on Indian Affairs reported-the following 
resolution which was adopted:—Resolved, that the Secretary 
of War be required to communicate to the citizens of Gonzales 
county and S. B. Conley that the late disturbances supposed to 
have been committed by the Lipans is now undergoing an 
investigation by the Committee on Indian Affairs, and that 
Congress will take action on the subject as soon as the proper 
proofs shall have been furnished that committee and by them 
reported to the House. 

The debate is given in the Daily Bulletin, November 27, 1841. 


The vote is given in the Daily Bulletin, November 27, 1841. 
eThe report has not been found. . 
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The Committee on Indian Affairs reported in favor of setting 
apart a portion of territory for the occupancy of the Lipans 
and Tonkawas and introduced a resolution, which was adopted, 
requiring the chiefs of those tribes to be sent for and consulted 
on the subject. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts reported a joint 
resolution for the relief of Prentiss and Hyde; read ist time.” 


On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the Committee on Judiciary was 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of repealing the sixth 
section of the act to detect fraudulent land-certificates, and 
amending the tenth section of the act supplementary thereto, 
so that patents can be issued to legal assignees. 


.Mr. Jones, of Galveston introduced a bill to amend- the act 
of 1839, regulating the practice of Attorneys; read ist time. 


Mr. Usher introduced a joint resolution to explain the number 
of cattle exempt under the direct tax law; read ist time. 


Mr. Mayfield gave notice of his intention to enter his protest 
against the passage of the retrenchment bill: 


A bill incorporating the Colorado Mining Company, and a 
bill to incorporate Marshall University, were read 2d time and 
referred.” f 


A bill to organize a part of the counties of Jasper and Jef- 
ferson for judicial purposes; read 2nd time and ordered to be 
engrossed., 


Mr. Usher introduced a joint resolution concerning Court- 
Martials; read 1st time. 


Mr. Mayfield introduced a bill supplementary to an act de- 
fining lawful enclosures; read 1st time. 


A bill to repeal the negro law was made the special order 
of the day for Tuesday next. 


A bill for the relief of A. C. Hyde; read 3d time and passed. 


Mr. Jones, of Galveston, introduced a bill more effectually to 
preserve inviolate the rights of trial by jury; read- ist time. 

A bill giving the name of Trinity to the northern division of 
Liberty county; read 3d time and passed. 


Opposed by Mr. Robinson, upon the ground that there was 
no evidence that the constitutional requisition had been com- 
plied with, and for other reasons. 


Supported by Messrs. Wood, Jones of Gonzales, Williamson 
and Wynns, upon the ground that every thing but the name 


eS cen eae an been found. 

7 i o be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado Minin m 

other companies for similar purposes was referred to the nomm Go oa EA A 
of the Republic. Bils, Sixth Congress, No. 2346. Endorsed: 98 A Bill to be 
entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado Mining Company, & other Companies 
for similar purposes Read ist time Nov 22 Read 2 time Nov 27 State Republic 
ordered to be Engrossed Dee 18 Engrossed Dec 20 1841 Tho H Hord E C H R. 
There is a second bill No. 2275. Endorsed: 98 A Bill to incorporate the Colorado 
Mining Company Read ist time Nov 22 Read 2 time Nov: 27. State Republic 
Select Comt Nov 29th Jones of Gonzales Dancy Brown Forbes Fowler substituted. 
The bill to incorporate Marshall University has not been found. 
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had been allowed by a previous Congress, and the presumption 
existed that all requisitions had been satisfied.” a 


On motion the House adjourned until Monday morning at 
10 o’clock. 


Monpay, Noy 29. [1841] | 


House met; roll called; present—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, 
Brown, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Hewett, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, 
Latimer, McConnell, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of 
Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, 
Van Zandt, Williamson, Wood, and Wynns;* quorum present; 
journals of Saturday read and adopted. 


The Hon. R. M. Forbes, one of the members elect from Bra- 
zoria county, presented his credentials and took his seat. 


On motion, Mr. Forbes was added to the Committees on 
Finance, Claims and Accounts and the State of the Republic. 


The Committee on Finance reported a substitute for the bill 
making an appropriation for the Post-Office Department; read 


and adopted—rules suspended—substitute read 3d time and 
passed.” e 


The Committee on Public Lands reported a joint resolution 
for the relief of James Cole” and others, resident in the city 
of Austin; read 1st time. 


The Committee on Public Lands reported a joint resolution 
_ for the relief of Edward Daniel; read 1st time.” 


“This paragraph and the one preceding are taken from the report in the Daily 
Bulletin, November 29, 1841. - 

BAN roll calls are taken from the reports in the Daily Bulletin. 

“The report has not been found. The substitute reads: 

Resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives of the Republic of Texas 
in Congress Assembled. 

That the sum of Thirty five Thousand dollars be and the same is hereby 
Appropriated for the use of the Post Office Department to defray the expences 
of carrying the Mails &c the ensuing year and the dificincy [sic] of the appropria- 
tion made for the present year Grimes PR 


38,632 :41 


The original bill appropriated $59,572.50. Bills, Sixth Congres, No. 2276. En- 
dorsed: 8 Joint Resolution appropriating 35000.$ for the P Office Department—Read 
ist time Nov 13 Rule suspd and Read 2d time same day—& refd to Finance 
Com’t Substitute Nov 29th Laid over. s P 

The report has not been -found. In May, 1839, Edwin Waller, agent of the 
government to superintend the erection of public buildings in the city of Austin, 
promised, so Cole stated, that those settling and making improvements upon lots 
within the city tract should have precedence in the purchase thereof. James Cole 
stated that at a very early period, Daniel Murchison settled upon and made im- 
próvements on a piece of ground situated on the Colorado River just above the 
mouth of Waller Creek. This land with his preemptionary interest Murchison’ 
transfèrred to Cole who had resided thereon ever since and had made valuable 
additional improvements. He prayed Congress to pass a law allowing him to 
purchase the land at the acrèage price per acre of land heretofore sold to others. 
The petition is dated at Austin, November 2, 1841 and a plat of the ground is 
enclosed. Endorsed: 33 James Cole Petition to Congress Fall session A D 1841 
Public Lands No. 24 favorable. Memorials and_Petitions. 

The report has not been found. Edward Daniel of the county of Bastrop, 
previous to the year 1833, with others formed a company which sent Robert 
Leftwich and Andrew Erwin to Mexico and obtained a grant of land in Texas. 
Although he arrived in Texas in_1833, a series of misfortunes prevented Daniel’s 
getting the land due him under Mexican law. He was now old and without means 
of support and he prayed Congress to pass a law granting him the land to- 
which he was entitled. With the petition is a statement signed by Branch T. 
Archer, A. Brigham and Alex Russell that they had known him in Brazoria. 
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On motion of Mr. Porter, a committee was appointed to 
wait on the Senate and inform them that the House was ready 
to count the Presidential votes. Committee, Messrs. Porter, 
Forbes and Dancy. 


On motion, Mr. Raymond was added to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. : 


The Senate, headed by Mr. Muse, President pro tem., entered 
and took their seats in the House. 


Messrs Webb and Potter, on the part of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Van Ness and Van Zandt, on the part of the House, 
were appointed tellers. 


Mr. Robinson protested against the counting of the votes, 
because the constitution required that they should be sealed and 
directed to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
whereas some of them came from the State Department to the 
House.” 


Mr. Cooke saw no objection to the counting of the votes, be- 
cause by whatever agency they came to the House, they were 
sealed and directed as the constitution required. 


Mr. Smith, of Fannin, took a different view of the subject. 
He answered to his name when the roll was called—but had not 
seen a single package opened in presence of that House, and 
had not heard a single name read which was signed to those 
returns, and he, for one, protested against the publication of 
those packages as the regular returns. 


The Speaker thought the gentleman must have been inatten- 
tive, during the half-hour previous, as tellers had been appointed 
for both houses, and the packages had been regularly opened, 
and successively read by the Clerk, in an audible voice. 


Mr. Mayfield presented a resolution, and briefly supported 
the propriety of its adoption; being in substance that, as there 
was no doubt of the legality of the votes- informally returned, 


n they should be counted and considered a part of the legal 
votes. 


_ Mr. Potter protested against the proceedings on account of 
irregularity. 


Mr. Smith, of Fannin, said, if we examine the constitution, 
we find the way specified in which the returns for President and 
Vice-President shall be made. If we adopt this resolution, we 
do away with that mode, and he protested against it. 


The Speaker decided that the gentleman was out of order. 


County as early as 1833 and 1834 and that he was regarded as a citizen of 
Mexico, having entered the country as a colonist. The petition is endorsed— 
Edward Daniel’s Petition Public Lands Nov. 24 favorable. The petition is dated 
November 21, 1841. In an earlier petition dated November 15, 1841, Daniel 
recited his many losses and that, because of his age and decrepit condition, he 
was unable to support his family. He petitioned Congress for the privilege of 
peddling groceries, dry goods and liquors without paying a tax. With this 
petition is a certificate from Dr. Wilds K. Cooke dated Austin, November 23, 
1841, stating that he was incapable of performing any kind of labor because of 
having had both of his arms and legs broken. Endorsed: Petition of Edwd. 
Daniel S of Rep Dec 10. Memorials and Petitions. 

“The debate is given in the Daily Bulletin, November 30, 1841. 
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Mr. Williamson stated that it was to expedite business that 
he had seconded the resolution, and he hoped that, without 
further action, they would proceed with the counting. - 

The Speaker announced that the counting of the balance of 
the votes, after deducting those which had been sent to the State 
Department, would not vary the result. 

_Mr. Mayfield moved to dispense with the further counting -un- 
til 4 o’clock in the evening, as he thought it necessary for re- 
flection upon the course to be taken,—and he doubted the 
propriety of doing any business while the Senate were present. 

Mr. Greer supported Mr. Mayfield. 

Mr. Barnett wished to go on with the counting of the votes, 
and decide upon the legality of the portion excepted to hereafter. 

Mr. Potter recommended the continuance of the counting, 
stating that the counting of the whole would not vary the result 
presented by those already counted. 

Mr. Porter took the same ground of the member from Travis, 
and contended that unless their receipt was regularly contested 
he thought it the duty of the House to go on and count. 

Mr. Webb proposed counting them all out, and deciding after- 
wards whether they would receive all. : 

Mr. Moore said, the Senate came to count the votes and he 
coeur it proper to go on, and that all discussion was out of 
order. 

Mr. Robinson took the same ground as at first. He asked the 
Speaker whether the returns before him were made to him by 
the holders of the election, or whether they came from any other 
person. He applied to him formally to declare how this was. 

Mr. Dancy rose to enquire whether the returns were sealed or 
not. 

The Speaker replied that they came to him sealed and direct- 
ed to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Smith, of Fannin, did not wish to intrude upon the House 
—when eats 

Senator Martin rose, and said that he felt constrained to 
move that the Senate adjourn to its own room. 

Mr. Potter, with the leave of his friend from Austin, begged 
to. state that, from the statement of the Speaker, all difficulty 
was settled, and they would proceed to count. 

Mr. Mayfield rose to ask how the returns got to the Speaker 
—whether they were separately sealed, or whether they were 
all in one envelope. i 

The Speaker replied that they were in one bundle; 

When Mr. Mayfield thought the difficulty renewed. 

Mr. Webb moved to count. the votes and decide upon the 
legality after, —all joint action of theirs upon the subject, other 
than that, amounted to nothing. 

Mr. Mayfield proposed reading the whole returns, so that no 
- error should escape notice. 

Mr. Potter contended that every member knew the return 
from his county, and reading the aggregate was all-sufficient. 


age 
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Mr. Potter was interrupted by the acting President of the 
Senate, who decided that remarks upon that occasion were out 
of order. ` . 

Mr. Potter contended, in reply, that if they were out of order 
in his case, they were in every other. | 

Mr. Owen rose to enquire for the return from Jackson. bo 


The Speaker stated that there were no returns from Jackson 
or Montgomery, Galveston or Brazoria. 

Mr. Mayfield rose to state that he had been handed a paper 
purporting to contain the votes of Brazoria county. 

The Speaker, after receiving the paper, inquired the object 
of the gentleman from Nacogdoches. 

Mr. Mayfield replied that the paper had been handed to him 
as containing the probable vote of Brazoria, and he thought it 
consistent with the manner in which votes had been received 
and counted, that he should lay it before the House. 

Mr. Van Zandt asked if the paper was sealed. 

The Speaker did not feel himself called upon to express any 
opinion upon the paper, as he did not conceive the gentleman 
from Nacogdoches serious. ; 

Mr. Mayfield rose to explain—that he thought the course pur- 
sued prejudicial, and likely to work ill as a precedent, and there- 
fore he had presented the matter to the House in the different 
forms which he had this morning. 

The Presidential and Vice-Presidential votes, given in those 
counties which had made formal returns to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, were then counted, and Gen. SAM 
HOUSTON and Gen. EDWARD BURLESON having received a ma- 
jority of all the votes given for President and Vice-President 
were accordingly declared by the Speaker to have been duly and 
constitutionally elected President and Vice-President of Texas 
for the next ensuing three years.” — 

The Senate then returned to its room. 

5 a motion of Mr. Dancy, the House adjourned to 3 o’clock, 
3 o’clock, p. m. 

House met—roll called—quorum present. 

A joint resolution appropriating $5,000 for contingent ex- 
ee Congress; read 2d time and laid on the table until eall- 
ed up. 

A bill regulating the appointment and duties of pilots; read 
3d time and passed. 

_A bill to incorporate the Colorado Mining Company; read: 2d 
time and re-committed to a special committee,” 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced a bill to amend the act regulating 
the trial of injunctions; read 1st time. 

_ Mr. Fowler introduced a bill to repeal the act granting bank- 
ing privileges to McKinney, Williams & Co.: read 1st time. 


BO es paragraph is from the report in the Austin City Gazette, December 1, 
See note 71, page 72. ` 
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A bill confirming the title of the town tract of the town of 


Victoria to the corporation of said town; read 2d time and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 


_A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue patents in certain cases; read 3d time and passed. 


Mr. Jones, of Galveston, introduced a bill to amend the act 
regulating intestate estates; read 1st time. l 
* Mr. Brown introduced a joint resolution concerning the fall 
term of 1841 of the District Court of Refugio; read 1st time— 
rules suspended—read 2d time and referred.” 

Mr. Wood offered the following resolution, “That the Com- 
mittee on Printing be instructed to contract with Samuel Whit- 
ing for 250 copies of the “Daily Bulletin,” for the use of the 
House of Representatives.”—Adopted™ ` i 


On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
9 o'clock. i i 


TUESDAY, Nov. 30. [1841] 
House met—roll called—quorum present—journäls of the 
preceding day read and adopted. 


The petitions of M. D. Standefer” J. F. Kemper" and W. 
Young” were presented and referred. 


Mr. Landrum introduced a bill to authorize James T. White 
to adopt Amanda Snody; read 1st time. 

Mr. Robinson introduced -a bill to incorporate the Brazos 
Canal Company; read 1st time. 

Mr. Parker of Houston introduced a bill supplementary to the 
act to incorporate Trinity College; read ist time. 

Mr Smith introduced a bill to amend the execution law; read 
Ist time. . . 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales presented a petition from sundry citi- 
zens of Jackson, Victoria, Colorado, Fayette and Gonzales” 


*®The joint resolution concerning the fall term of 1841 of the District Court of 
Refugio was referred to the judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2337. 
Endorsed: 127-14 Joint Resolution concerning the fall term 1841 of the Dist 
Court of Refugio Read ist time Nov 29 Rule suspd & Read 2d time—refd to 
Jud’cy Comt ordered to be Eng Dec 16th Engd. Tho H Hord Eng. Clk H R 

This paragraph is found in the report in the Daily Bulletin, December 2, 1841. 

®The petition has not been found. 

8Citizens of Victoria County certified that from common rumor and certain 
established facts, they believed that John F. Kemper, a citizen of the county, 
during last winter and spring [1841], sustained geat loss and damage to his 
stock of cattle by depredations committed by a company of men raised by Colonel 
Jordan, and for which loss to the best of their knowledge and belief he had not 
received any compensation and which they conceived him justly entitled to. With 
the petition are separate affidavits of John T. Price and H. Ledbetter concerning 
Kemper’s losses signed November 1, 1841, and November 26, 1841, respectively. 
Endorsed: 150 Petition of Citizens of Victoria County. Memorials and Petitions. 

“Wiliam Young stated that on the 27th of September, 1838, he furnished the 
Milam Guards beef, corn and fodder for the use and support of the company, but, 
in consequence of a failure on the part of the officers of said company, to make 
the proper returns, he could not collect his pay and prayed Congress to pass 2 
law for his relief. The receipt of the commissary of the Milam Guards is with 
the petition. Endorsed: 170 Petition of William Young Claims & Accts Nov 30 
Favourable. Memorials and Petitions. : : 

SCitizens of the extreme parts of Fayette, Colorado, Jackson, Victoria and 
Gonzales Counties stated that they were laboring under great inconvenience on 
account of the location of their county seats, which were from thirty-five to forty 
miles distant. To obviate these difficulties and for other good causes they 
respectfully petitioned Conero. to erect into a judicial district to be called 
Lavaca County, all that tract situated within the boundaries specified in the 
petition. The petition bears 121 signatures. Endorsed: 49 Petition of Citizens 
of portions of Fayette Colorado Jackson Victoria and Gonzales.—Memorials and 


Petitions. 
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Counties praying for a new County; referred to a special com- 
mittee. 

A bill to amend the act incorporating the towns of Richmond, 
San Felipe and La Grange; read 3d time and passed. 


A bill for the relief of T. H. O. S. Addicks; read 3d time and 


passed. 
bl to repeal the act incorporating the City of Shelbyville; 
read 3d time and passed. 

A bill to amend the act granting land to emigrants and ex- 
tend a further donation; read 3d time and passed. 


A bill for the relief of the soldiers composing the late Ist reg- 
iment of infantry; read 3d time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, it was 


Resolved, that the Chairman of the Committee on Public 
Printing be and he is hereby instructed to call at the office -of 
“The Texian,” for all reports, bills, and orders unfinished, and 
deliver the same to the Gazette Office for publication. 

_ Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment, viz: 


“And that hereafter the said Chairman contract with the pub- 
lisher of the Gazette for all printing ordered by the House;” 
which was accepted and resolution adopted.” 


On motion the House adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 


WEDNESDAY, Dec. Ist. [1841] _ 


House met—yroll called—present—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, 
Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, 
Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of ‘Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Mayfield, 
Parker of Fort Bend, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Rob- 
erts, Smith, Usher, Van Zandt, Wood, and Wynns; quorum 
present—journals of preceding meeting read and adopted. 


The Judiciary Committee reported bills for the relief of Elijah 
Bennett; for the relief of Janet [Jarret] Menefee* and for the 
relief of Joseph Cecil? read 1st time. 


SThis paragraph and the three preceding are tak in the 
Daily Bulletin, December 2, 1841. p E en from the report in 

The report has not been found. 

Elijah Bennett transported troops of Captain Jevon’s company from Coxe’s 
- Point to Indian Point in the schooner Hellen in the month of November, 1837. 
His bill to the Republic called for seven days service at $20 per day good money 
as per agreement with Captain Jevons, captain in the regular army, dated at 
Linnville, Texas, December 8, 1840. He had received no security or satisfaction 
for the same. Endorsed: 5 Claim of Elijah Bennett Report favourable. Memorials 
ang Petitions. 

arret Menefee in the year 1839 was employed by Pinckney Caldwell, Quarter- 

master in the regular service, to haul corn from the vesidence OE Ethan and Beden 
Stroud in Robertson County to the falls of the Brazos for the use and subsistence 
of troops stationed near Fort Milam. Under his contract he was to be paid forty 
dollars per load in Texas treasury notes which was then equal to twenty dollars 
par money. He had hauled thirteen loads of corn the distance of over thirty 
miles. The quartermaster died before Menefee was able to obtain a receipt for 
his services and his claim could not be audited. He petitioned Congress to 
afford him such relief as would insure him pay for the services he had rendered 
the government. The petition is dated November 30, 1841, and is endorsed,— 
Petition of Jarret Menefee for relief Claims & Acts Nov 30. Memorials and 

etitions. ` 

See Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, I, 117, n. 51 


o 
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COMMITTEE Room Novy. 30th. 1841” 
Hon. K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of H. of R. 


The Committee on Clames and Accounts to whom was Referd 
the petition and Accounts of Jarret Menifee have examined the 
same and beleave the clame to be Just, and Recommend:the pas- 
sage of the following Joint Resolution 


ISAAC PARKER Chairman 


_ Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled— 


That the Treasurer be and he is hereby authorised to pay to 
Jarret Menifee Two hundred and Ten dollars in full for halling 


done for the army under contract with Col—Caldwell Quarter- 
master in the year 1839. 


The Committee on Claims and Accounts reported favorably 
on the petition of Joseph Cecil; reported that they had had the 
claim of Wm. Bryan under consideration, without being able to 
come to any decision, and requested to be discharged and rec- 
ommended the consideration of the matter by the House in com- 
mittee of the whole.” 


Joint resolution establishing a mail route from Victoria to 
Port La Baca; read 1st time. 


Bill confirming the town tract of the town of Victoria to said 
town; read 3d time and passed. 


Bill to amend the act incorporating the towns of Richmond, 
ete.; read 3d time and passed. 


A Bill to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company, was read 
a second time, and, 


On motion of Mr. Forbes, referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Republic.” 


Bill to establish and incorporate Marshall University; read 
2d time and referred.” 

Bill supplementary to the act incorporating Trinity College; 
read 2d time and referred.” 


The Bill to recall the Loan Commissioners, being on its second 
reading, was : 


The report is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 1847. First endorse- 
ment: 134 Joint Resolution for the relief of Jarret Menefee Read ist time Dec 
ist Read 2 time Dec 3 ordered to be Engsd Engrossd same day Tho H -Hord 
Eng. C. H. R. Second endorsement: Report of Committee On Clames & Accounts. 
Read ist time Dec 1 [Amendment:] insert “par funds’ adop[t]ed Jones of G add 
“and no more” adopted Usher : f i 

“This Parar ok i from the report in the Daily Bulletin, December 2, 1841, 

“This paragraph and the one preceding are taken from the report in the Daily 
Bulletin, December 2, 1841. See also: Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2304. Endorsed: 
130 9 An act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company Read ist time Nov 30 
Read 2 time Dec ist refd to State Republic Ordered to be Engrossed Dec 3d 
Engrossed same day Thomas H. Hord Eng. C. R. 


“The bi ot been found. , ou: i 
*'The pin E ERE to the act incorporating petty euE was referred 


i ittee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2335. Endorsed: 132-10 
ne Thee E Ioen iD an act entitled an act to Incorporate the Trinity College. 
Approved Jan. 30th. 1841 Read ist time Nov 30 Read 2 time Dec 1 refd to 
Education ordered to be Engsd Engd. 16 Dec Tho H Hord Eng. C H R. 


80 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


On motion of Mr. Darnell, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance.” 


On motion the House adjourned until 3 o’clock. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 
House met—vroll called—quorum present. 


The House took up the bill to regulate the fees of office, and 
went into a committee of the whole thereon. After making 
sundry amendments to said bill, the Committee rose and report- 
ed the same to the House, by whom a portion of the amendments 
were rejected, and a portion adopted.” 


Mr. Darnell moved that the President be required to furnish 
the House with [a copy of] the letter of his to the Governor of 
Yucatan, which was referred to in his letter to Martin F. 
Peraza. 


A Bill for the relief of Daniel Faris, confirming to him a 
league and labor of land, was passed.” 
On motion the House adjourned ‘until to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 


THURSDAY, Dec. 2d. [1841] 


House met—yroll called—present—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, 
Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, 
Head, Hewett, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuyken- 
dall, Latimer, Landrum, McConnell, Mayfield, Morris, Parker of 
Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Ray- 
mond, Roberts, Smith, Usher, Williamson and Wood—quorum 
present—journals read and adopted. 


The bill to regulate fees of office was taken up and after 


sundry amendments made thereto laid on the table until Mon- 
day next. 


The bill making appropriations for Post Office Department 


was taken up and an amendment made to the amendment of the 
Senate.” 


Mr. Raymond introduced a bill to organize a portion of the 


ome of Robertson and Milam for judicial purposes; read 1st 
me. 


Mr. Van Ness introduced a bill to authorize the issuing of at- 
tachments in certain eases; read 1st time. 


; oi paragraph and the one preceding are from the Daily Bulletin, December 


The bill originated in the Senate and the amendments are evidently Senate 
amendments as none appear with the bill which bears the endorsement of the 
House. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2370. Endorsed: 38 No. 3. A Bill to be 
entitled an act Regulating fees of Office Read ist time Nov 3rd—41 Rule sus- 
pended Read 2nd time same day & Refd. to Com. on Judiciary Reported read 2nd 
time & recommitted to Com on Judiciary Reported & read 2nd time Novr 9th 
1841 & ordered. to be Engrossed—-Engrossed same day Tho Green Eng Clk Senate 
Read a third time & passed, November lith 1841. A. C. Macfarlane Secretary 
Senate Enrolled January 13th 1841 [2] H W Raglin Enrolling Clerk Senate. Read 
ist time Nov 12 Read 2nd time Nov 16 refd to Judc'y Comt Laid on table Dec 
2d until Monday Dec 6th re-refd to Jucy Comt Dec Sth Passed to a 3d reading 
this ance aad uor oe 29 & permen d H Raymond CC HR. 

T ph an e one precedin: 
Bulletin. ar ara ail P g are from the report in the Datly 


There are no amendments’ with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congres 

; l 1 A s, No. 2276. 
Endorsed: A Bill making further appropriation for the Post Office "Dept Read 
ist time Nov 13 Rule suspd Read 2d time & refd to Finance Comt—Rule suspd 


Read 8d time & passd Nov 29—Engrossed & Transmitted to the Senate. 
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Me Smith of Fannin moved to adjourn to 12 o’clock at night 
—lost.” ` 


On motion the House adjourned until 3 o’clock. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 
House met—roll called—quorum present. aa 


Bill to amend the intestate law; read 2d time and referred.” 


Joint resolution for the relief of persons who have failed to 


give in a list of their taxable property; read 2d time and re- 
ferred.’ 


Bill amendatory of the Act creating a System of Bankruptcy, 
reducing the value of the homestead allowed the bankrupt to 
$1000, was ordered to be engrossed.’ l 


Bill directing patents to issue in certain cases: read 2d time 
and referred." 


Bill organizing Justices’ courts; read 2d time and ordered to 
be engrossed. 


Bill to amend an act defining the mode by which holders of 
conditional certificates may establish- the same: read 2d time 
and indefinitely postponed. 


Joint resolution legalizing the elections in Ward county; read 
3d time and passed. 


Bill for the relief of S. R[K]. Blish; read 2d time and order- 
ed to be engrossed. . 


Bill for the relief of A. D. Smith; read 2d time and ordered 
to be engrossed. 


Bill to incorporate Marshall university; read 3d time and 
passed. 

Bill to prevent the collection of taxes on unpatented Land; 
read 2d time. ; 

The Resolution calling upon the President for his letter to the 
Governor of Yucatan, was called up, and, on motion of Mr. Cald- 
well, so amonded [sic] as to read requested instead of required 
—and on motion of Mr. Robinson, was further amended so as 
to read “if in his opinion compatable [sic] with the public in- 
terest.” . 

Bill to define the boundary of Travis.County, was laid on the 


table, the introducer of it not being present. 


This paragraph is from the report in the Daily Bulletin, December 3, 1841. 

1210The bill to amend an act to regulate the descent and distribution of intestate 
estates appd Jany 28th 1840 was referred to the judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth - 
Congress, No. 2388. Endorsed: 126-13 A Bill to amend an act to regulate the 
descent and distribution of intestate estatés appd Jany 28th 1840 Read ist time 
Nov. 29 Read 2 time Dec 2 refd to Judcy Comt ordered to be Engd Dec 16th 
Engrossed T H Hord Eng Clerk. 

1The bill has not been found. . 

"This paragraph is from the Daily Bulletin, December 3, 1841. , 

The bill directing patents to issue in certain cases was referred to the committee 
on public lands. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2292. Endorsed: 48 An act directing 
pattents to be issued in certain E Read ist time Nov 17th Read 2 time 

mt Committee on P. L. ACS : 

eerie e orean alico? courts was referred to the judiciary committee. 
Bitis, Sixth. Congress, No. 583. Endorsed: 73 A Bill to amend an Act organizing 
Justices Courts and defining the powers and jurisdiction of the same Appd Dec, 
20th 1836 Read ist time Nov 16 Read 2 time Nov 17 Judcy Comt ordered to be 
Engros Dec 2 Engrossed same day Tho H Hord Eng. Cik H R. 
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Bill to allow M. H. Beaty to give his notes in payment for 
Austin City lots, which notes had not been given at the time re- 
quired by law peers 

M[r]. Fowler was opposed to this bill, because persons had 
purchased lots at the public sales, and after cutting the timber 
off of them, had failed to make their payments, and now want- 
ed to transfer. eae 

Mr. Smith of Fannin said,—I suppose sir, the individual who 
purchased these lots had failed to comply with the terms, and 
now sir, lie wants to come in and give his bonds to the Secretary 
‘of State, and get his lots on a long credit. And Sir, if the Secre- 
tary of State is allowed to do this, he might with perfect 
propriety, ‘fix the time at 100 years.’ 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
9 o’clock. 

FRIDAY, Dec. 3d. [1841] 


House met—roll called—present—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, 
Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, 
Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Landrum, Latimer, Mayfield, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, 
Parker of Houston, Patillo, Porter, Roberts, Smith, Van Zandt, 
Williamson, Wood, Wynns—quorum present—journals of pre- 
ceding day read and adopted. 

The Committee on Finance reported a bill to repeal the laws 
authorizing the $5,000,000 loan; read Ist time. 250 copies were 
ordered to be printed.’ 

COMMITTEE-RooM, Dec. 2, 18417 
To the Hon. K. L. ANDERSON, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Committee on Finance, in obedience to a resolution di- 
recting them to enquire into the expediency of recalling the 


Loan Commissioners, have had the same under their considera- 
tion, and concur in the following report :— 


In 1836, when the country was in hourly expectation of a 
hostile invasion, and when the prospect of a protracted and 
‘desperate struggle for its liberties and independence was im- 
minent and threatening, it perhaps well became the Government 
to avail itself of all its resources, realized or in anticipation, and 
to exert all its energies to meet the coming danger. Under cir- 
cumstances of this emergent character, the Loan of five mil- 
lions of dollars was first directed to be made; but with the 
passage of the emergency passed away the considerations which 
justified the measure. The Congress of 1836 could, perhaps, 
have vindicated the wisdom of the policy which they adopted by 
arguments of an unanswerable character. But the reasons 


šThis paragraph and the four preceding are from th i i 3 
Hie ET g m the report in the Daily Dulletin, 


This last sentence is from the Daily Bulletin, December 4, 1841. 

‘Report of the Finance Committee, on Resolutions relating to recal [sic] of Loan 
Corer ee By order of the Ponse p Pe presentatie: Austin: S. Whiting, 
Public printer—Congress avenue, . p. 19.5 cm. The report i rinted 
in the Austin City Gazette, December 22, 1841. DORE Aa A DTE 
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which have induced succeeding Legislatures to continue that 
policy are either unknown to the Committee, or their weight 
and cogency are unperceived and unfelt. The crisis has long 
since passed, in all the features of an alarming danger, and with 
it should have passed the policy to which its existence gave in-. 
ception. But things which have passed belong to the past, and 
with it we have nothing to do but to consult it for whatever les- 
sons of wisdom or instruction it may afford; but th[e] present 
is under our control, and in the estimation of the Committee 
the time has arrived when the country must be self-reliant and 
dependant [ste] upon itself alone to support its existence or de- 
fend its liberties. l 


The subject of inquiry is—and to it the attention of the Com- 
mittee has been wholly directed—would the negotiation of the 
Five Million Loan, on any of the terms within the broad latitude 
given to the exercise of discretionary power on the part of the 
Commissioners, be beneficial to the country or not?—Would the 
interest of the country be promoted thereby ?—Is this its proper 
policy? To these inquiries the Committee answer with the most 
emphatic negative. They use not the language of inflation 
when they declare it to be their calm and deliberate opinion 
that success in the negotiation of this loan would, under present 
circumstances, entail a curse upon the country more to be de- 
precated than any single ill, which, within the scope of proba- 
bility, ean befal[]] it. 

The Committee readily admit the fact, that the borrowing of 
money is not an evil, when the use of the capital so obtained 
furnish the means for the extinguishment of the debt; they also 
admit the principle, that to borrow money is advisable, when 
the revenues-.of the borrower, obtained by its use, exceeds the 
interest which is paid to the lender. The merchant or planter 
can, with safety, procure money on credit at five- per cent, 
when the mode of its investment will yield him ten per cent. 
But if money is obtained at a rate of interest higher than that 
which it yields to the borrower, or if the amount thus obtained is 
greater than can be invested with profit or success, the transac- 
tion is converted into an active and increasing evil, the end 
whereof is bankruptcy. 

The amount of money which an individual or a nation may 
have under its control or at its disposition is not, alone, evi- 
dence of national or private wealth. But the modes for which 
a country affords for its investment, and the means which it 
furnishes for its employment, form the elements of, and must 
enter into the estimation; and if these are found not to be co- 
extensive with the capital on hand, the surplus capital not only 
ceases to be a blessing and a source of national wealth, but be- 
comes an active principle of evil and causes national impoverish- 
ment. Spain furnishes an illustration of the correctness of the 
above remarks: and though possessed of the mines of the 
Indies, and though she was the depository of the wealth of the 


« 


world, her history, since the period when Columbus gave a New 
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World to the Kingdoms of Castile and Leon, has been that of 
baseness, degradation, profligacy and a prostitution of all the 
powers and purposes of Government. Instances might be mul- 
tiplied to establish the fact, if it were denied, that money is not 
wealth. National wealth is of a much more permanent and sub- 
stantive character than that which attaches to the quantity of 
money which a people may possess, subject, as that quantity 
ever must be, to the chances and changes of commerce and trade, 
and to all the mutations and fluctuations which the vicissitudes 
of circumstances and times may produce. Were it to be demon- 
strated that Texas could furnish a useful employment for five 
millions of dollars, its obtainment would then be an object of 
legitimate policy. But until this demonstration takes place, or 
rather so.long as the fact exists that this sum is more than will 
satisfy the wants of the country, the possession of such an 
amount of money would not and could not contribute to national 
wealth or prosperity. Were this sum offered to this Govern- 
ment as a donation, upon the condition simply that it should be 
distributed amongst its citizens, it might be a matter of dubious 
policy to accept the gift. The evil consequences would be cer- 
tain,—the good, if any, doubtful; and for this plain reason,— 
that the circumstances of the country present no opportunities 
for the proper employment for so large a sum. 

The amount over and above that which could find a profitable 
investment, if not employed, would be useless; and if used, it 
would only serve to increase habits of expendittire and extrava- 
gance to engender luxurious modes of living, and to cultivate 
and encourage a disposition for idleness; all alike baneful in 
their influences upon the morals of community and destructive 
of that in which a nation’s wealth consists,—its productive in- 
dustry. 

But if it be doubtful whether the Possession of such a sum of 
money, on terms purely gratuitous, would bring with it good or 
evil fortune, and if to the evil consequences already alluded to, 
there should be superadded the necessity of repaying a like sum 
at some future day, near or remote, together with an annual ac- 
cruing interest of eight or ten per cent. doubt would soon be lost 
in certainty, and the questionableness of the policy would be 
absorbed in the clearness of the demonstration, that its acquisi- 
tion would bring with it, not the airs of heaven, but the blasts 
of hell, upon the employments of human industry and all the 
interests of society, which it is the special object of Government 
to encourage and protect. 

After an extensive survey of the means and resources of the 
country, the Committee is satisfied that its revenues cannot be 
made to exceed one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in par 
funds, without imposing burthens upon the people greater than 
they can conveniently bear. The Committee is further satis- 
fied, from an equally attentive consideration of the subject, that 
one million of dollars now thrown into circulation would fully 
satisfy all the proper and legitimate wants of the community; 
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and that this sum, under the most judicious management. can- 
not be invested in any manner so as to yield, ees eee ce 
a greater interest than that of ten per cent, per annum. And 
as money, like any other commodity, has a value in proportion. 
to the demand for it, if the Supply is greater than the demand, 
the value of the whole, or the capacity of the whole, yielding 
profit is diminished in proportion of the excess of the supply 
over the demand. So that if one million of dollars would satis- 
fy the wants of the community, the introduction of two millions 
would diminish the rate of interest upon the whole sum ; and as 
the supply continued to be increased, the value of the money 
would continue to decrease in the inverse ratio;—the greater 
the capital the less the profits from its employment. And 
though it is possible, under the most judicious management of 
the funds, that the sum of one million of dollars might be bor-. 
rowed at ten per cent. and again loaned to the citizens with the 
certainty of receiving a return of the principal with a like or 
greater amount of interest at the end of the year, the Commit- 
tee is fully convinced that the sum of two millions could not be 
appropriated in a similar manner with similar productiveness. 

If the above positions are correct—and the Committee think. 
them susceptible of proof, amounting almost to demonstration— 
and if the loan under consideration should be obtained upon the 
most favorable terms, upon which it is anticipated it may be, 
viz: ten per cent. upon the amount of bonds sold, the following 
may serve as a specimen of the depreciation of the value of the. 
money in proportion to the increase of the amount, and will 
serve further to exhibit the consequences of the loan, if made 
upon the prosperity and industry of the country. This calcula- 
tion does not pretend to accuracy; care has only been taken to 
calculate at the highest rates of interest which, in the estima-, 
tion of the Committee, the money ean possibly bring. 


The interest which the Government may be able to derive 
from one million of dollars cannot exceed ten per 


cent., yielded annually, .......... se sy elec tint EE Baie $100,000 
Upon two millions, the rate of interest cannot exceed l 
nine per cent., yielding annually,.......... Sneed 8s 180,000 
Upon three millions, eight per cent., making, CEPAT 240,000 
Upon four millions, seven per cent., making, ....... 280,000 
Upon five millions, six per cent., making, .......... 300,000 


The whole amount of revenue, then, which the Government 
will derive from the five million loan will not amount to more 
than three hundred thousand dollars, while for this same loan, 
if negotiated on the most favorable terms, it obligates itself to 
pay an annual sum of five hundred thousand dollars. So far, 
then is the loan from enabling the subjects to pay the necessary 
fund for the support of the Government, or enabling the Gov- 
ernment to discharge its present liabilities, or even the annual 
accruing interest thereon, that it will serve only to accumulate. 
upon us and posterity an annual'debt of two-hundred thousand 
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dollars, in addition to all the other sources of indebtedness to 
which this people is subject. 

How a policy which will work such serious results, and tends 
only to impose such heavy burthens upon its citizens, should 
have ever entered into the serious contemplation of the Gov- 
ernment, it is no part of the duty of the Committee to inquire; 
but they may be permitted, perhaps, to express their surprise. 
Enviable people! happy country! where the policy of the Gov- 
ernment is to increase the evils of their situation with such re- 
markable fecundity. 


There are other considerations prompting to the repeal of 
the laws authorizing this loan, which press upon the Commit- 
tee with great urgency. By the law, as it now exists, the Com- 
missioners are empowered to sell the bonds of the Government 
at any depreciation of their nominal value, without any ref- 
erence to the rate of discount; provided that a rate of interest 
not greater than six per cent. upon the nominal amount of the 
bonds so sold be not allowed. They are further authorized to 
hypothecate or pledge the whole or any part of the bonds for 
any sum they may think it advisable to obtain on the faith of 
such security. With the possession of this immense latitude of 
power, the Commissioners may pledge or sell bonds to the 
amount of seven millions for one million of dollars, or less, and 
there is no power known to the Committee which could enable 
the Government to invalidate the contract or to avoid the re- 
sponsibility of their payment. Nor is there any restrictions 
upon the Commissioners in the exercise of their powers but their 
own good will and pleasure.—Power so exorbitant should not 
be entrusted to any man or set of men, without being guarded 
with all the restraints which human ingenuity can devise to 
secure its legitimate exercise, and a trust so immense should be 
no where committed, without the faithful discharge being en- 
sured by all the responsibilities which excite the highest motives 
that can prompt to the faithful performance of all human duties. 

For six long years. the prospect of this loan has gone before 
us as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, and with all 
submissiveness we have followed its guidance with the vain hope 
that it would guide us to the borders of the promised land. But 
experience has manifested that the light which lured us-shone 
only to betray. It has led us on from year to year, with hopes 
ever bright and assurance ever strong of its speedy success ;— 
that with its success the financial millen[n]ium would begin; 
that upon it hinged the prosperity of Texas, and that it would be 
the dawn of brighter days and brighter things for the country. 
But these hopes have been, and under every contingency must 
be, deceived; these expectations must forever be disappointed. 
Why cherish them longer? The cause which gave them birth is 
potent only for evil—impotent for good; its influence, while the 
negotiation has been pending, has led us on from one extrava- 
gance to another. It would be easy to demonst[rJate that the 
public debt has been increased from one to two millions of dol- 
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lars, solely by the existence of the law authorizing this loan, and 
which never would have been contracted, had there been no such 
law. It has induced us to do the things we ought not to do, and 
leave undone the things we ought to have done. One of the 
consequences of the measure has been to furnish us with a 
pretext to refrain from making any final disposition of the 
public debt and the claims and demands against the Government. 
The currency, a subject of most vital importance to all Gov- 
ernments, and the regulation and control over which is the 
most necessary and most delicate exercise of power committed 
to its care, has heretofore been unattended to, simply because 
of the hope entertained that the success of this negotiation 
would afford facilities and means far more contributive to 
the attainment of this end than any which the country other- 
wise possessed. And the consequence of this neglect is, that. 
all the evils and vexations of an exhausted Treasury, an im- 
poverished country, a depreciated currency and a ruined credit, 
afflict the citizens and Government with the intensity, in their 
combined results, of an individual curse. The pending of this. 
negotiation has been a curse;—its success would be a greater 
curse still, and would blight, as with a mildew blast, all the 
employments of industry and the prosperity of the land. In 
all its bearings, in all its history, in all its modifications and 
variations, the policy has been, and ever will be, fraught with 
consequences injurious—ruinous to the country. The only 
way to avoid the evil, is to abandon the measure. 
Entertaining these opinions, the Committee have drafted a 
Bill to repeal all the laws authorizing a five million loan, and 
to revoke the powers of the Loan Commissioners, which they: 
herewith report and respectfully recommend its passage. 


Top ROBINSON, Chairman, 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD, 
JOHN B. JONES, 

JOHN CALDWELL, 

JESSE GRIMES, 

.R. M. WILLIAMSON, 

A. H. LATIMER.. 


Bill to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company; read 2d time 
and ordered to be engrossed. — 

-Bill to amend the act organizing Justices’ Courts; read 3d 
time and passed. 

Bill to amend the bankrupt law; read 3d time and passed. 
Yeas, 26 ;—Nays,—10." , ; 

Joint raoun ons for the relief A. D. Smith and for the relief 
of S. K. Blish; read 3d time and passed. , 

Bill for the relief A. J. Titus and others; read 1st time. , 

The following bills were severally read 2d time and referred: 
—to organize a part of the counties of Milam and Robertson; 


The yeas and nays are taken from the report in the Daily Bulletin, December 
1841. i ; - 


4, 
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to authorize the issuing of attachments in certain cases; to 
amend the act regulating elections; authorizing the transfer 
of payments on Austin City out-lots; to establish a uniform 
system of weights and measures; for the relief of free persons 
of color? requiring prosecutors to pay costs in certain cases; 
directing the -discontinuance of mails on certain conditions; 
providing a mode for proving the record of deeds made in 
foreign countries; more effectually to preserve inviolate the 
right of trial by jury; supplementary to the act defining lawful 
enclosures; concerning’ court martials; more fully to explain 
the number of cattle exempt from direct taxation; to amend 
the act regulating the granting and trial of injunctions; to 
repeal McKinney & Williams’ banking charter.” 


This reads as follows in the report in the Daily Bulletin, December 4, 1841: 

A Bill for the relief of free persons of color, was referred to the Committee 
on the State of the Republic. 3 

Mr. Smith, of Fannin, supported the reference. He said, a bill having the 
same object in view had been rejected at the first of the session, but, he thought 
some action upon the subject was proper, and that the provisions of the bill were 
humane, and hoped it would be referred. 


wA bill to organize a part of the counties of Milam and Robertson for judicial 
and other ‘purposes was referred to the committee on county boundaries. Bills, 
Sixth Congress, No. 2295. Endorsed: 137 A Bill to organize a part of the 
Counties of Robertson & Milam Counties for judicial and other purposes. Read 
Ist time Dec Ist Read 2 time Dec 3 refd to Committee on County Boun’ds ordered 
to be Engd Engrossed T. H. Hord E. C. H R. 

A bill to authorize the issuing of attachments in certain cases was referred to, 
the committee on judiciary. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2368. Endorsed: No. 66. 
A Bill to be entitled an act for the better Collection of Debts Read 1. time Decr. 
2, 1841 Read 2 time Decr 3, 1841 & Refered to Comt. on Judiciary Reported 
Decr 6, 1841 Read 2. time Decr 7, 1841 & Laid on the Table Read 2. time Decr. 
21, a Made the Special order for Monday next Read 3rd time Dec 29/41 and 
rejected. 

A bill to amend the act regulating elections was referred to the committee on 
privileges and elections. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 1855. Endorsed: 106 A Bill 
to amend an act to regulate Elections appd Oct 26th 1837 Read Ist time Nov 
25 Read 2 time Dec 3 refd to Privileges & Elections Jany 29th Taken up Substitute 
adopted Rule suspended Read 3d time & passed Engrossed Tho H. Hord E. C. H. R. 

A bill authorizing the transfer of payment on Austin City out-lots was referred 
to the committee on public lands. Bills, Sixth- Congress, No. 2296. Endorsed: 
107 No. 4 A Bill authorizing transfer of payments &c on Austin City & Out Lots 
& for certain other purposes therein named Read ist. time Nov 25 Read 2 time 
Dec 3 refd Public Lands 50 A Bill regulating payments on Austin City and out 
lots Indefinitely postponed. | = 

The bill to establish a uniform system of weights and measures was referred to 
a special committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2114. Endorsed: Read ist time 
Nov 25 Read 2 time Dec 3 refd to Special Comt Dancy Chm Substitute adopted 
& within ordered to be Engd Jany 28th Rule suspd Read 3d time January 29th 
Taken up & passed. Engrossed Tho. H Hord E. C. H. R. 

A. bill requiring the prosecutor to pay the costs in certain cases was referred to 
the judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2301. Endorsed: 118 8 Joint 
Resolutions requiring prosecutors to pay costs in certain cases—Read Ist time 
Nov 26 Read 2 time Dec 3 refd to Judcy Comt Laid on table. 

The bill providing a mode for proving the record of deeds made in foreign 
countries was referred to the judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2293. 
Endorsed: 116 A Bill to be entitled an Act providing a mode for proving and 
admitting to record Deeds &c made in Foreign Countries Read Ist time Nov 26 
Read 2 time Dec 3 Judcy Comt Indeft Postd. 

The bill more effectually to preserve inviolate the right of trial by jury was 
referred to the judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2327. Endorsed: 
20 An act more effectually to preserve inviolate the right of trial by Jury— 
pee time Nov 27 Read 2 time Dec 3 refd to Judcy Comt Laid on table 

ec 16. 

The bill more fully to explain the number of cattle exempt from direct taxation 
was referred to the finance committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2299. Endorsed: 
120 Joint Resolution, more fully to explain the numbér of Cattle exempt from 
Direct Taxation. Read ist time Nov 27 Read 2 time Dec 3 refd to Finance, 

The bill to amend the act regulating the granting and trial of injunctions was 
referred to the, committee on public lands. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. e 
Endorsed: 44 A Bill to be entitled an act amending sect of an act regulating the 
granting & trial of injunctions appd. 1841 Read ist time .Novr 9 Read 2 time 
Dec 3 refd to Public Lands favourable. 

_ The bill to repeal McKinney and Williams’ banking charter was referred to the 
judiciary committee. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2286. Endorsed: 69 12 An Act 
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The following bills were read 2d time and ordered to be 
engrossed :—for the relief of the heirs of G. McKnight: supple- 
mentary to the act incorporating the city of Matagorda; sup- 
plementary to the act incorporating the town of Liberty ; giving 
to judicial counties the same quantity of school lands as allowed 
to other counties; to amend the act regulating the practice of 


attorneys; for the relief of Joseph Cecil: to establish ; 
[route] to Port La Baca. 2 TAT MONeeta en B. ali 


, The following bills from the Senate were severally read 1st 
time :—relating to the meeting of Congress; to provide for the 
distribution of the laws and journals; to provide for the erection 
of a penitentiary; to repeal the negro law; to organize the 
southern part of Milam county. : 

Mr. Head introduced a bill to repeal a portion of the estray 
law; read ist time. 


Petition of Mr. Kloppenburgh referred to a special com- 
mittee.” 


Mr. Cooke moved to retake the job printing from the Gazette 
office and transfer it back to the office of the Texian.—Lost 
—5 votes in the affirmative. 


Retrenchment Bill, returned from the Senate, being taken 
up, it was made the special order of the day for 3 o’clock this 
evening. 


A Resolution that the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
should furnish the Senate with a certified copy of the proposals 
of G. H. Harrison for printing.—was rejected. 


A Resolution, as amended by the Senate, declaring Samuel 
Whiting printer of the Laws and Journals of the Sixth Con- 
gress, was adopted. 


Bill for the relief of Prentiss and Hyde—laid on the table 
until to-morrow. 


Bill for the relief of M. H. & Josiah Beaty laid on the table 
until to-morrow. 

A communication from the Secretary of War, with accom- 
panying documents was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

A Resolution to authorize collectors of taxes to receive cer- 
tificates of interest on funded debt in payment for taxes,— 
adopted.” 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o’elock. ` 


Repealing “an Act authorizing the firm of MeKinney, Williams and Company teg 
issue their notes for oe as money” Read ist time Nov 29 Read 2 time 
Dec 3 refd to Judey Comt. , 

The following bilis have not been found: For the relief of free persons of 
color; directing the discontinuance of the mails on certain conditions; supple- 
mentary to the act defining lawful enclosures; concerning court martials. , 

uyn the Daily Bulletin, December 4, 1841, this reads: Act for .the relief of 
Joseph Cecil wae amended. The amendment has not been found. l 
_ fhe petition has not been found. ; 

3This paragraph and the eight preceding are from the report in the Daily 
Bulletin, December 4, 1841. 
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SATURDAY Dee. [sic] 4. [1841] 


House met: roll called; present—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bow- 
ers, Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, 
Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, 
Mayfield, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, 
Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, Smith; 
Usher, Van Ness, Williamson, Wood, Wynns; quorum present; 
journals of preceding day read and adopted. 

The Committee on the State of the Republic reported a joint 
resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents in certain cases; read ist time. 

A majority of the Committee on the State of the Republic, 
John D. Morris Chairman, reported, recommending the in- 
definite postponement of the census bill. Messrs. I. Parker, 
G. A. Patillo, T. F. Smith and R. A. Pennall, of said committee, 
presented a counter report, recommending its passage.” 

A substitute for the bill to incorporate the Colorado Mining 
Company, reported by the select committee to whom that bill 
was referred, was read. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Franco-Texian Commercial and Colonization Company; read 
Ist time.” . 

A communication from the Executive was received and read, 
inclosing his letter to the Governor of Yucatan; 100 copies 
ordered to be printed.” l ; 

Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish the 
House with a copy of his letter to the Governor of Yucatan, 
which was referred ‘to in his letter to Col. Martin F. Peraza, 
if, in his opinion, compatible with the public interest. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 


December, 4, 1841. 
To the Hon. SPEAKER 


Of the House of Representatives: 


SIR,—In compliance with the request, contained in the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives, of the 3d inst., I enclose 
a copy of the letter, dated 20th July, 1841, addressed to the 


Governor of Yucatan, which you will lay before the body over 
which you preside. 


Yours respectfully, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


“The reports have not been found. 

BThis bill, denounced by its opponents as an odious bill of abominations, was 
based on the bill submitted to the Fifth Congress, but it had undergone many 
modifications, which in the opinion of its adVocates were improvements. Its main 
feature of establishing a large French colony in Western Texas with control of 
the Mexican trade remained unchanged. Practically all the candidates for 
Congress had denounced the bill. Houston as a member of the Fifth Congress, 
had been one of its foremost advocates. See the Texas Sentinel, May 27, July 1, 
August 5, 12, October 7, 1841; the Telegraph and Texas Register, August 4, 11, 
1841; Austin City Gazette, December 8, 1841; The Redlander, October 28, 1841. 

Letter from the President of Texas, to the Governor of Yucatan. n.p.n.d! 
[At end:] S. Whiting, printer, Austin. 3 p. 20 em. See also Garrison, Diplomatic 
Correspondence, II, 792; and Executive Records, Book No. 39, p. 294. 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL P 91 


Copy of a Letter from the President of Texas to the Governo 
of Yucatan. 


4 


REPUBLIC OF- TEXAS, 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Austin, July 20, 1841. 
To his Excellency, 


THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF YUCATAN: 


Most EXCELLENT Sir,—In reading over the correspondence 
of Commodore Moore, while commanding the Texian Squadron 
on its late cruize in the Gulf of Mexico, I have experienced the 
most sincere and lively gratification, in discovering the many 
evidences it affords of the kind and friendly sentiments enter- 
tained by the authorities of the State of Yucatan towards the 
Government and people of Texas; and I now beg leave to assure 
you, Sir, that every expression of friendship and regard which 
has been uttered in your State towards us, is most cordially 
and sincerely reciprocated on our part. 


It has been my earnest desire to -establish with the States 
of Yucatan and Tobasco, and such others as may throw off the 
yoke of Central despotism in Mexico, relations of amity and 
friendship, and to show the disposition of this Government to 
reciprocate, in the fullest manner, every evidence of good will 
manifested by the Federalists of Mexico towards this country. 
I hereby have the pleasure of declaring to you, and of making 
known to your citizens, that the ports of Texas are open to 
the vessels and commerce of Yucatan, upon the same terms 
we extend to the most favored nations; and that this Govern- 
ment will require of its citizens, the faithful performance of 
all contracts, obligations or compromises which they may enter 
into with the citizens and subjects of Yucatan. 

Should it be the desire of your Excellency, and of the Congress 
of Yucatan, to enter into more permanent and specific relations 
of amity, friendship and commerce with the Government and 
people of Texas, I have only to assure you that we shall be 
happy to receive from you an agent duly accredited for that 
purpose; and that we will be prepared to enter into such negotia- 
tions and arrangements with him as will be mutually beneficial, 
and result in securing a full and complete acknowledgment of 
the respective rights of both countries, from those who are now 
our enemies. . 


I avail myself of this occasion to express to the people of 
Yucatan, through your Excellency, my sincere wishes for their 
prosperity and happiness, and of offering to you, personally., 
assurances of the distinguished: regard, with which 

. I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 


(Signed) MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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The Retrenchment Bill, as amended by the Senate, being 
before the House; question being on the clause retaining the 
Auditor, there were for it 19,—opposition 11.” 

Retaining Attorney-General; Ayes 16—Noes 11. 

Abolishing Paymaster-General— 

Mr. Porter thought the Paymaster-General should not be 
stricken out, because we ought to have some one to examine 
the unpaid accounts against the Government; and thought the 
amount saved by retaining him would be great. He thought 
him necessary to take care of the public property, of which 
there was a large amount requiring preservation. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, called for the ayes and noes, and said 
we had neither an army in the field or anything to pay one 
with, and he could not see the use in retaining the officer. 
He asked what he would have to do? and could see no necessity 
for retaining him.—The gentleman said he had been always 
opposed to retaining this officer, but had been over-ruled in 
committee, and did not think it necessary to make a counter 
report. 

Mr. Cooke saw no sort of propriety in retaining the Pay- 
master-General; but thought it much more proper to retain 
somebody connected with the Quarter-Master General’s office, 
for the saving of the public property, making remarks at some 
length upon the subject. . 

. Mr. Mayfield took a different view; he referred to the 
frequency with which the militia had been called out since the 
formation of the Government, and said the evidence of the in- 
debtedness of the Government for all the various militia ex- 
peditions existed in that office—he alluded to the necessity 
for retaining some one to take care of the public property. He 
said, he held in his hands a communication from that officer to 
the Secretary of War, showing that there were accounts to the 
amount of $100,000 due the Minute Men for last year’s service, 
unadjusted, and read the letter. 


Mr. Cooke read a portion of the law in relation to frontier 
defence which directs the Chief Justices of Counties to approve 
the muster rolls of the Minute Men and send them to the 
Secretary of War, and could see no necessity under it for the 
services of a Paymaster-General; and said the office was 
emphatically a sinecure. He said, that no necessity for the 
office could be based upon the probability of future calls upon 
the militia, and that if there should, at any time, in consequence 
of such calls, be a necessity for the services of another officer 
under the War Department, a clerk appointed when such a 
contingency occurred, would be sufficient. 


Mr. Raymond said, as he should probably vote against some 
persons who were in favor of retrenchment, he would explain 
his course. He said, there were some members who carried 
the principle of retrenchment to extremes—others who opposed 


From this point to adjournment the report of the day’s proceedings is found 
in the Daily Bulletin, December 6, 1841. 
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it entirely; but he thought the medium course the safest, and 
the wisest. He thought there existed a necessity to retain this 
officer; he said the muster rolls had been returned to him, 
and that he was much the best person to attend to the payment 
af [sic] military claims upon the Republic, and thought there 


would be a saving of 25 or 30,000 dollars by retaining him for 
the purposes stated. ' 


Mr. Wood said, he was perhaps as much of a retrenchment 
man as any other man upon that floor, yet he would not vote 
for anything that might be prejudicial to the country in its 
results. But, as they had done away with the army, and all 
the other appendages of the army, he did not think it necessary 
to retain the Paymaster-General. He said the muster rolls 
were made out and sent to that officer, and upon those evidences 
he paid the troops; and he thought anybody else would be 
just as able to understand the matter as that person. He was 
one of those persons who did not believe in giving good money 
for bad, and thought that the collection and preservation of 
the public property, which gentlemen spoke of as a reason for 
continuing this officer, would cost more than it- would be 
worth. ' 


Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, said, he could not see any necessity 
for retaining this officer, and should oppose it. He said, the 
gentleman’s popularity had saved him last year, and was now 
having its effect upon this floor—He said that the statement 
of his duties, made to this House, was “a beggarly account 
of empty boxes,” and that he considered the office, in the 
language of the gentleman from Travis, a perfect sinecure. 
He said they had abolished the office of Commissioner of 
Revenue—an officer whose duties were onerous, and he could 
not sustain such an office as this. He did not think the militia, 
hereafter to be called out, would’ need the services of this 
officer. He wanted to know what had become of the retrench- - 
ment about which they’ had made such a fuss—about which 
they had made long speeches and long reports ? It was gone ! 
They had retrenched nothing but the Commissioner of Revenue, 
and Stock Commissioner, and a few of the under clerks. He 
said the duties of Commissioner of Revenue were ten times as 
great as the duties of this officer, and we had dispensed with 
him for the sake of lessening expenses. - 


Mr. Forbes offered an amendment to the bill, authorizing 
the Secretary of War, when necessary, to employ a clerk to 
do the duties which might, under the present system, devolve 
upon the Paymaster-General, whenever there should be a need > 
of them. 


Mr. Wood had as lief retain the Paymaster-General as a clerk. 
He said; the money was the consideration, and he thought the 
duties might be as well done by the present officer as a clerk, 
if any one had to be retained, and moved that the duties be 
done by the Secretary of War. 
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Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, rose again to caution the friends 
of retrenchment against the course that was being pursued. 
He said that there were some members there opposed to re- 
trenchment, and some who were in favor of parts of the project, 
and that.by a frequent conjunction of the two, the strength of 
their united vote was brought to bear upon most of the im- 
portant items of the bill, and its effect was likely, from this 
cause, to be destroyed. He warned them, that if they were not 
on the alert, and did not strictly maintain the principle for 
which they had contended, that their victory, when achieved, 
would be like the victories of Pyrrhus over the Romans— 
“equivalent to a genteel defeat.” 

Amendment of Mr. Forbes rejected. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, moved to amend so as to throw the 
duties upon the Secretary of War; adopted. 

The main question being then taken, on the adoption of the 
amendment of the Senate, resulted as follows:—Yeas 24, Nays 
li—so the office was abolished. 

Question on striking out the umpire between the Auditor 
and Comptroller, was decided in the affirmative. 

The House concurred in giving two clerks to the Treasury 
Department, and reduced the Land-Office to four; House re- 
fusing to concur in the Senate’s amendment for six clerks. 

One clerk for Comptroller; One do. for Auditor. 

Salary for Private Secretary of the President, $600. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to give the Secretary of State $2,000— 
rejected... i , 

On the amendment of the Senate giving the Secretary of 
State $1.500; Ayes 22, Noes 15. 


Salary of Secretary of Treasury $1.500; Yeas 23, Nays 14. 

Secretary of War & Navy, $1,500; Yeas 21, Nays 16. 

Vice-President— 

Mr. Mayfield moved to amend, by inserting $2,000; rejected. 

Concurrence with the $1,500 of the Senate; 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke, Darnell, Forbes, Mayfield, 
Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Patillo, Smith, Van Ness, Wynns 


1 


‘Nays—Messrs. Bowers, Brown, Dancy, Daniels, Dennis, Fow- 
ler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Kuy- 
kendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Parker of Houston, 
Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, Usher—22. 

Mr. Morris moved a call of the House; carried.—38 members 
answered to their names. 

Attorney-General $1,000—carried. 

Comptroller $1;000—carried. Auditor $1,000—do. 

Superintendant of Arsenal $600. 

Judges of District Courts— 

. Mr. Jones, of Galveston, made some remarks, which the 
Reporter, being momentarily absent, did not hear. They were in 
favor of the salary of $2,000 for District Judges, and tending 
to show the importance of the office. 
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` Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, said, he felt himself ‘bound to reply 
to the remarks of the gentleman from Galveston, (Mr. Jones) 
who had just taken his seat. He could not agree with that 
Gentleman, that there should be a difference of five hundred: 
dollars between the salary of the Secretary of State and Treas- 
ury and the District Judges. Such a difference is no where 
made in other governments similar to our own, and there are 
no circumstances of a peculiar character to justify such a 
difference here. We have imposed upon the Heads of Depart- 
ments, by the bill now under consideration, additional and 
extraordinary duties, and such as will require their undivided 
and laborious attention. The responsibilities of the Secretary 
of State and Treasury are undeniably’ as great as those of 
District Judges—the degree of skill, capacity and experience 
requisite to the performance of their duties equally as great,— 
indeed I hold them to be greater. A few years of study’ and 
practice at the bar, is sufficient to qualify an active and well 
balanced mind to conduct the business of our courts with cor- 
rectness and skill; the mind occupied by but one character of 
studies, and pretty much the same routine of business, soon 
acquires the habit of correct and logical thought, and becomes 
familiar with the questions upon which it is called to decide. 
But to fill the Department of State, requires not only ex- 
perience and legal knowledge of the highest order, but a variety 
of talent, and an intimate acquaintance with the diversified 
ramifications of business and society. The head of the Treasury 
must understand finance, that complex and difficult subject, 
which few understand at all and fewer understand thoroughly. 
But in addition to the high degree of talent and intelligence 
necessary to the performance of the duties of heads of De- 
partments, and the high responsibilities of those offices, we 
have made them also offices of continued labor—no remission 
or relaxation of duties—no day or week of vacation and rest— 
no time to pursue those occupations of a rural and domestic 
character, which are so pleasing and so profitable. But the 
Judge, on the other hand, has not only days and hours of rest 
and relaxation from duty, but weeks and months. When not 
actually on the Bench, his mind-is freed from the cares and 
anxieties of office, and when his circuit is over, he can retire 
undisturbed and uninterrupted, to the bosom of his family either 
in town or country, and occupy his time with study or amuse- 
ment, as may be the dictate of his own will. He has twice or 
thrice the leisure time of a Secretary, and many more opportuni- 
ties of enjoyment. I can see, therefore, no good reason for 
making such.a difference in the amount of salary, and shall 
vote against the proposition for disagreeing to the amendments 
of the Senate. 
Mr. Wood did not consider the sum of $1,500 as sufficient: 
to obtain the talent requisite; he thought $2000 the proper sum, 
but to prevent loss of time he would go for $1,750. 
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Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, could not agree with his friend of 
Galveston, in his opinion of the relative capacity necessary for 
Secretary of State and District Judge, but thought that if this 
House had the choice of two men, one of them of fine talents, 
that they would take the most splendid man for Secretary of 
State. He went on to show that the duties of Secretary of 
State were much the most arduous, and deserving of much the 
greatest compensation, and thought it required a man of far 
higher talent and education to be Secretary of State than to 
be a competent Judge. 

Mr. Forbes moved to strike out $1,500 as the salary of Chief 
Justice of the Republic; carried. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to fill with $3,000. Yeas 2—-Nays 35. 

Mr. Van Ness moved to reconsider the vote to strike out 
$1,500; carried. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, said that Gentlemen were anxious 
to meet the Senate half way, and concur with the amendments. 
He thought it was time that the House should have its own way 
about some part of the bill—they had not had it yet, and there 
was but little time left for it. The Gentleman referred to the 
relative salaries of Secretary of State and District Judges, in 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee, and said that in those 
States the District Judges get twice as much as the Secretaries 
of State, and thought the District Judgeship required much 
higher capacity than the Secretaryship of State. 

My. Jones, of Gonzales, thought the Gentleman was mistaken 
in his last statement, and referred to the salaries of Chief 
Justice of the United States, and Secretary of State, which 
were equal, being each $6,000. 

The House concurred in the amendment of the Senate giving 
District Judges $1,500. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to adopt all the amendments of the 
Senate to the Retrenchment Bill; he thought there was but little 
variance between them, and it would save time. Rejected. 

The House rejected the amendment of the Senate abolishing 
the salary of the Chief Clerk of the House during the recess 
of Congress. 

House adjourned to 3 o’clock. 

SATURDAY EVENING. 


House met—excused the Committee on Indian Affairs, on 
account of urgent business, and there not being a quorum 
left, adjourned.* 

On motion the House adjourned until Monday morning at 
10 o’clock.” 

Monpay, Dec. 6. [1841] 


House met; roll called; present—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bow- 
ers, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, 
Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of: 


*The Saturday Evening Session is taken from-the report in the Daily Bulletin, 
December 6, 1841 


#’This paragraph is from the report in the Austin City Gazette, December 8, 1841. 
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Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, MeConnell, Mayfield, 
Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pen- 
nall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Usher, Van Zandt, Williamson, 
Uee a quorum present; journals of Saturday read and 


Mr. Mayfield introduced a joint resolution for the relief of 
Lewis Sanches;” read ist time. 


Bill regulating fees of office; read 2d time and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. J ones, of Galveston, presented the Memorial of Anthony 
H. Shelby,” requesting Congress to appropriate a sufficient 
sum of money to pay the cost of publishing a Digest of all 
the laws in force in the Republic, which he has prepared, and 
for which he has secured a copy-right, but is unable to publish. 
He asks an appropriation to aid him, to be paid by copies fur- 
nished the Republic at cost.” 

The Chairman of the Committee on Claims and Accounts, 
made a very amusing report upon the bill to define lawful 
enclosures.” 

COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 6 [1841] 
Hon. K. L. ANDERSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
a bill supplementary to an act defining lawful enclosures, and 
for other purposes, have suffered me to report. i 

That on examination, it is found that the “erratta” closed 

~The public was indebted to Luis Sanchez in the amount of $300; to wit, for 
outfit on the Anadarco expedition May, 1835—$50; for services on said expedition 
—$50; for outfit on a[n] expedition to the Prairie Indians at 3 forks of Trinity 
River, September, 1837—-3$60; for services rendered on last expedition—$140.00— 
total $300; also goods to the amount-of $180 to be distributed among the Prairie 
Indians, and $100 for packing of goods from Nacogdoches to Prairie Indians. 
Sanchez also served as interpreter. Comptroller's Military Service Records. 

There is a petition of Lewis Sanchez in which he presents a statement of the 
indebtedness of the Republic to him as follows: : 

1838 & 1839 The Republic of Texas 


Dr To Lewis Sanchez - 
To supporting six families from September, 1838 until July 1839, under the 


orders of Gen Tho J Rusk -m-ans Și «1550.00 
Credit by 70 bbls corn furnished him by General i 

Rusk ee ee ne LÀ 

5 head of cattle by order of Genl Rusk 

at Oe nt a he oo ee 00 ee es 10 
leaving a balance of. PEON Se ee): L880 


Endorsed: 138 Lewis Sanches Petition. Memorials and Petitions. The petition 
was probably first presented to the Fifth Congress. 

See Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, 253, n. 69. ‘ y 3 

2This paragraph and the one following are from the report in the Daily Bulletin, 
December 7, 1841. 

The report is in The Weekly Texian, December 22, 1841. Concerning the report 
the Texian has to say: 7 ; 

A very amusing occurrence took place a few days since in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. In the course of the debate upon the question of raising the salaries of 
District Judges, Mr. Parker, from Houston county, said there were 2 lawyers 
on the floor, and from the arguments of some of those gentlemen, he was convinced 
that they were totally ignorant of the wants of the people, and of what the citizens 
of the country were able to bear. Through the whole of his speech, he made 
use of the most severe and cutting remarks against the lawyers. | One of the 
gentlemen from Nacogdoches, being of that profession, and wishing to throw 
something back upon Mr. Parker, introduced a “bill to amend the act concerning 
lawful enclosures; remarking at the same time, that it had been said that the 
lawyers did not understand the wants of the people, and he would show by this 
bill, to the reverse. The bill was, on motion of Mr. Mayfield, referred to the 
committee on claims and accounts. Mr. Parker being chairman of that committee, 


submitted the report following this note. 
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the space to six inches or under, therefore, your committee are 
of opinion, that. further legislation with regard to enclosures, 
except in towns and cities, is unnecessary; therefore, your 
committee would respectfully recommend, that the bill be re- 
ferred to the committee to which the gentleman who introduced 
it belongs—he being intimately acquainted with the whole 
history of the difficultids [sic] which has heretofore existed in 
this city, in consequence of the pigs of Maj. Bullock having 
trespassed on the garden of those whose friendship is truly 
desirable—with instructions to take into consideration the 
practicability of throwing a shade of censure on the then Acting 
Secretary of State, for his conduct in that matter: also, to 
consider of the propriety of preventing subsequent difficulties 
on that subject, by providing by law for the well securing of 
gardens, by having very small cracks therein; it being a great 
national matter, and one of much importance to this country, 
and report by bill or otherwise. 


(Signed) 


The Retrenchment Bill was taken up.” 


Mr. Smith moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment of the Senate, giving $1,500: to District Judges, was con- ` 
curred in. Ayes 24, Noes 14. 

Motion to fill the blank with $1,750. 

Motion to leave the blank and fill in conference. 


Mr. Fowler made it a point of order, and thought an amend- 
ment could not be made to the amendment of the Senate, and 
appealed from the decision of the Chair, to the effect that such 
amendments were admissible. 


Question being put, the House sustained the Chair. 


Question being put on striking out $1,500, was decided as 
follows—Yeas 6, Nays 32. 

So the House refused. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to concur in the amendment. 

Mr. Dancy thought there was a palpable attempt to pass the 
amount of $2,000, by species of legislative lererdemain—and 
explained what he conceived to be the plan. [Called to order.]* 

On concurrence in the amendment—yYeas 18, Nays 20. So 
the House refused to concur. 

Mr. Raymond moved to reconsider the vote of Saturday, 
concurring with the amendment of the Senate taking one clerk 
from the Comptroller’s office, and explained his reasons. 

Mr. Cooke stated that he knew that it was impossible for the 
Comptroller to do his duties with one clerk, and explained: 

Mr. Van Zandt supported the motion, and considered it very 
important that the clerk should be allowed. 

Vote was reconsidered and the clerk allowed. 

“From this point the remainder of of the journal for this day is from the report in 


the Daily Bulletin, Decemb 
The brackets are in the negspaper report. 


I. PARKER, Ch’n. 
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The House refused to concur with the Senate, in giving $4 
to the Door-keepers and Sergeants-at-Arms. 

House adjourned to 3 o’clock. 

MONDAY EVENING. 
House met—roll called—quorum present. _ 

Mr. Porter introduced a joint resolution fixing a day for 
the adjournment of Congress; read ist time.” : 

Joint resolution for the recall of the Navy, being called up 
on motion, it was laid on the table. 

The select committee, I. Van Zandt, chairman, to whom was . 
referred the resolution condemnatory of thé conduct of the 
Executive in fitting out the Santa Fe Expedition, reported in 
a long and interesting review of the case presented, and rec- 
ommended the rejection of the resolution, and presented the 
question of an impeachment of the President, Vice-President, 
and Secretary of the Treasury, for their conduct in this matter, 
with accompanying resolutions, but refrained from recom- 
mending such a course in decided terms.” 


COMMITTEE-ROOM, DECEMBER 6, 1841” 


To the Hon. K. L. ANDERSON. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: . 


The Select Committe[e], to whom was referred the following 
resolution, viz:— 

“SEC. 1. Be it resolved, That his Excellency the President, 
in fitting up and sending out the Santa Fé Expedition, has 
acted without the authority of law or the sanction of reason; 
that the reasons assigned by the President are strange, un- 
natural and unsatisfactory, and that the course pursued by his 
Excellency meets the disapprobation of Congress. 


SEC. 2. Be it further resolved, That the depressed condition 
of our finances, not only dictates the necessity of economising 
the public funds, but absolutely forbids the rude hand of lawless 
extravagance from squandering away the means necessary to 
maintain the Government. 

SEC. 3. Be it further resolved, That whatever amount of the 
public funds may have been appropriated to the fitting out the - 
expedition cannot be regarded in any other light than in direct 
violation of the 25th section of the first article of the Constitu- 
tion, which declares that no money shall be drawn from the 
Treasury but in strict accordance with appropriations made 
by law. 

Sec. 4. Be it further resolved, That this House would deem 
it a duty which they owe to the country and itself to prefer 
articles of impeachment against the President for his ‘conduct, 

This paragraph is from the report, in the Aas oe report in’ the Daily Bulletin, 
December 7, 1841. n 5 ; sy 
aeea of Rolect oo e oe on Austin: 8.” Whiting, public printer-—- 


Congress avenue. 1841. 14 p. 21.5 cm. It is also printed in the Austin City Gazette, 
December 15, 1841. . . 
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touching the Santa Fé Expedition; but from the fact that the 
term of his office is so soon to terminate, that such a step 
would tend rather to harass the public mind than to accomplish 
any great or public good;’— 

Have had the same under consideration and have endeavored 
(as far as the limited means within their control would permit 
them) to give to the subject that investigation and attention 
which they consider its magnitude and importance demand. 

The Committee look upon these resolutions as presenting to 
the assembled Representatives of the people a question the 
most momentous, and involving consequences the most important 
of any other, which, perhaps, has ever been presented to them 
for their determination since the formation of our Govern- 
ment. 

The resolutions contain charges and allegations against the 
Executive of highly criminal character, and which, if true, are 
calculated to mar the elevated standing of that high functionary, 
place a stain and a blot upon the bright escutcheon which has 
hitherto hallowed and surrounded his name, and drag him from 
his proud station, exposed to the country as a wanton violator 
of the Constitution and unworthy of the exalted honors which 
have been conferred upon him by his countrymen. 

When the Committee take into consideration the high 
chivalrous and lofty bearing of the President in former days— 
his brilliant and distinguished services in the defence of the 
country, as a private soldier, and at a time that country saw 
and passed its darkest hour, and then read from its history 
that when the myrmidons of power were sweeping over the 
land, and spreading desolation with an exterminating brand— 
that when the heart and hopes of the patriot were shrouded in 
gloom, and the fate of freedom and liberty itself were suspended 
in doubt, he, with his brave compatriots, rallied to the rescue, 
and bearing down upon the foe like an avalanche, spreading 
terror, dismay and death through their ranks, achieved a ` 
name which would have entitled him’to a niche in the temple 
of fame, beside the heroes and patriots of “1776.” When they 
follow him in his yet bright career, taken from the ran [k]s 
and placed in command of the army, and see him again resign- 
ing his military titles and authorities, sheathing his sword still 
red with the foeman’s blood, and recollect the confidence mani- 
fested throughout the land in his patriotism, integrity, fidelity 
and ability, and hear the people with one voice, as if by acclama- 
tion, elevate him to the Chief Magistracy of the nation, and 
contrast these recollections and reflections with the declarations 
and allegations set forth in the resolution, the Committee en- 
tertain no doubt that their feelings will be fully appreciated, 
when they protest that the -duties which have been assigned 
them have been painful in the extreme, and the investigation 
unpleasant and embarrassing. 

The subject is an exciting one, and in its aaminin a nerve 
may be touched, whose quivering vibrations may extend through 
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out the whole body politic. But however delicate the task, how- 
ever painful it has been to the Committee, and though personal 
considerations might have dictated a different course, yet they 
have determined not to shrink from those high and imperious 
obligations which their duty imposes, and have endeavored to 
discharge them, without prejudice or partiality to the Execu- 
tive or to the country. 

The result of these deliberations the Committee will briefly 
lay before the House, with a full assurance that it will take 


such course as the circumstances may require and right and 
justice demand. ; 


In the examination of the Committee, they have not been 
confined alone to the Santa Fé Expedition and its attendant 
circumstances, but other facts of a startling character of un- 
warranted assumptions of power by the Executive Officers of 
the country have also been laid before them, a statement of 
which will be herewith submitted, and to which they beg leave to 
call the attention of the House. 


The President, in his last Annual Message to Congress, repre- 
sents that in the commencement of his administration he had 
conceived the policy of sending an expedition to Santa Fé, for 
the purpose of extending to the citizens of that portion of the | 
country the benefits of our institutions and laws. In 1839 the ~~ 
subject was first adverted to-by him in his Message to Congress, 
and again alluded to in the report of the Secretary of War to 
the President, and by him submitted to the Congress of 1840. 

In accordance with this preconceived policy, the President, 
during the last spring and summer (the regular army having 
previously been disbanded for the want of appropriations to 
keep them in service) seized that moment, as offering an 
auspicious and favorable opportunity, to carry into effect his 
former contemplated measure, and took immediate steps to 
fit out the expedition. í 


The President, to effect his wishes, gave immediate orders 
to the Quarter-Master and Commissary-General of the militia -_ 
to contract for the necessary provisions and munitions of war, 
together with every other article necessary for the destined 
expedition, there being already on hand in the War Department 
(deposited upon the disbandment of the regular army) a large 
supply of military equipments and means of transportation.’ 


For the purchases thus made the President required the 
Quarter-Master and Commissary-General to approve the ac- 
counts, and then endorsed them himself, with directions to the 
proper officers to audit and pay them. These claims being pre- 
sented to the Auditor with the endorsement of the President, 
as before stated, and in most instances accompanied with that 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, the Auditor conceived himself 
bound to audit them. But when they were presented to the 
Comptroller, he refused his assent until directed by the letter 
of instructions of the President, received through the Secretary 
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of the Treasury, accompanied by his corresponding order; a 
copy of which is herewith submitted. 


The seventh section of an act entitled “An Act prescribing 
the duties of the officers of the Treasury Department,” ap- 
proved 5th Feb., 1840, provides that “in case of a difference 
of opinion between the Comptroller and Auditor in regard 
to the settlement of any account, the same shall be referred to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, whose decision shall be final.” 
The Committee find that in every instance in which the previous 
approval of the Secretary of the Treasury did not accompany 
the claim, the Comptroller invariablly refused to act, and re- 
ferred the matter to the Secretary for his decision, who ordered 
them to be paid; thereby removing the responsibility from the 
Comptroller and resting it upon the Executive and Secretary 
of the Treasury. alone, who appear without hesitation to have 
assumed it, reckless of the Constitution, and without a due 
regard of the consequences. 

The Committee find that there has been drawn from the 
treasury to carry out this expedition the enormous sum of 
eighty-nine thousand five hundred and forty-nine dollars and 
sixty-nine cents, charged upon the books-of the Comptroller as 
drawn by order of the Executive and Secretary of the Treasury. 
This expedition, after having been organized by the officers 
appointed by the President, left the City of Austin about the 
20th day of June last, numbering about three hundred and 
twenty, rank and file, with three Commissioners. Having thus 
narrated the principal facts and circumstances attending the 
expedition up to the time of its departure from the Seat of 
Government, the Committee will now examine the powers 
exercised by the President, and see whether they were war- 
ranted by the Constitution and laws, and sanctioned by sound 
policy. 

The fifth section of the second article of the Constitution says, 
that Congress shall have power “to provide and maintain an . 
army and navy, and make all laws and regulations necessary for- 
their Government.” The sixth section of the same article says 
Congress shall have power to call out the militia to execute 
the law, to suppress insurrection and repel invasion.” Con- 
gress, then, by the foregoing articles, being clothed with this 
power, is there any thing in the Constitution which would vest 
in the Executive a like concurrent power? The Committee have 
no difficulty in answering this in the negative; for they find 
the contrary plainly set forth in the first section of the first 
article of the Constitution, which says, “the powers of the 
Government shall be divided into three Departments, viz :—the 
Legislative, Executive and Judicial, which shall remain forever 
separate and distinct.” This section of the Constitution, then, 
shows plainly that in no instance ean a concurrent power be 
exercised by the different departments, and the power to call 
out the militia and provide an army and navy being delegated 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 103 


to Congress, excludes and forbids the exercise of a similar 
power by the President. - 


_ But it is said, in reply to this, that the fourth section of the 
sixth article of the Constitution says the President “shall be 
Commander-in-Chief of the army and navy of the Republic and | 
militia thereof, but shall not command in person without the 
authority of a resolution of Congress;” and, being clothed with 
authority and power of Commander-in-Chief, that the power to 
call out the militia, or accept of the services of volunteers, re- 
sults,. as a matter of course, upon the principle, that when a 
power is given, the means to execute the power always follow, 
or else the power would be nugatory and useless. But the 
reasoning does not apply in this instance, for the power to 
make an army is one thing and to command it another.. ` 


Congress, by the seventh section of the second articlé of 
the Constitution, has the power “to make all laws which shall 
be deemed necessary and proper to carry into effect the fore- 
going express grants of power, and all other powers vested in 
the Government of the Republic or any Officer or Department 
thereof ;” consequently, not only, as provided in the fifth section 
of the same article, has Congress the power to make laws nec- 
essary for the regulation and government of the army, but 
to pass laws to enable the President to carry into effect and 


a 


exercise his duties as Commander-in-Chief. | 


‘The Legislative Department is the great and ruling power 
in every free Government. The powers of the Executive.-are 
easily: marked out and defined; they reach. but few. objects, and 
cannot be transcended without a usurpation. or infringement 
of some other Department. In the Monarchies of Europe the 
power to call an army into the field, and to direct and control 
it at the same time, is generally: vested. in the Crown; hence 
their power to perpetuate royalty, and hold, in vassalage every, 
subject of the realm. Sack a 

In this division of powers consists the. happy formation of 
our Government. The concentration of any two or all'of- these 
powers in the same hands constitutes the essence of monarchy.— 
It is, therefore, indispensably necessary to public liberty that - 
encroachments, and inroads of the power of one Department 
upon another should be checked and guarded against, and :the 
Constitutional barrier between them preserved. in its ull 
strength and vigor. pa ana 

Concluding, then, that the President had not the: power’ to 
organize this Expedition by accepting the services of volunteers, 
the enquiry then arises—had the Executive and the Secretary - 
of the Treasury the power’ to use the treasury of the country 
for the purposes of the Expedition? The Committee cannot 
believe that the most credulous will for a moment entertain a 
doctrine so dangerous and so repugnant to the principles of free 
government, as stated in the resolution. The twenty-fifth sec- 
tion of the first article of the Constitution says, in the most 
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emphatic language, “no money shall be drawn from the public 
treasury but in strict accordance with appropriations made by 
law. Who, then, possesses the law-making power? Does the 
Executive, in concert with the Secretary of the Treasury, pos- 
sess that power If he did, our Government would at once cease 
to be a Republic but in name. 

The twenty-sixth section of the same article of the Consti- 
tution vests this power in Congress, with the approval of the 
President, and in case of his refusal, then the sanction of 
two-thirds of both Houses shall be required before any enact- 
ment shall become a law. These two last mentioned sections 
show with what vigilance the framers of the Constitution were 
disposed to guard the public treasury; for well they knew that 
in its proper use or abuse were suspended the fate and destinies 
of their country.—The President, in his Message, seems not. 
for a moment to have entertained a doubt in regard to his 
powers to organize the expedition, and to draw from the 
treasury the necessary amount of money, and gives us as a 
reason, that “when this question was thus at two different 
times fairly laid before Congress, he had every right to expect 
that if his opinions were not concurred in there would have 
been some manifestation on the part of Congress in reference 
to it, evincing disapprobation; there having, however, been no 
such disapprobation indicated, he was necessarily brought to 
the conviction that the Representatives of the people, as 
well as the people themselves, entertain views of policy in this 
respect similar to those which he had expressed; and that he 
was left free to set on foot the enterprize whenever the condi- 
tion of the country would justify it.” In point of fact, are the 
statements of the President in regard to the action of the two 
Houses of Congress true? The Committee find they are not; 
for by reference to the Journals, both of the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the last session, it will be found that bills 
authorizing the sending an expedition to Santa Fé, and making 
only small appropriation for the outfit, were rejected in both 
Houses. Could the President have been ignorant of this, while 
he was so desirous for an action of Congress on the subject? 
Can it, for one moment, be believed that the agitation of this 
subject did escape his notice?—-But, for the sake of argument, 
admit that there had been no action of Congress, and that the 
Message of the President had fallen still-born upon their: ears, 
still this doctrine would result in the grossest absurdities. 

The first clause of the seventh section of the sixth article of 
the Constitution, in defining the duties of the President, says 
that “he shall, from time to time,.give Congress information 
of the state of the Republic, and recommend for their consid- 
eration such measures as he may deem necessary.” What, then, 
is the conclusion drawn by the President from this clause (for 
we presume he was acting in discharge of his duties imposed 
by this section, when he laid- the subject before Congress)? 
It is, that having twice presented the subject before them, and 
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they having passed no measures of disapprobation, “he was 
free to set on foot the enterprize.’ To what enormities would 
this distorted construction lead? Congress, instead of holding 
and maintaining the high position it is entitled to, would be 
held as less than an automaton, and nothing more than a tool 
of the Executive to do his bidding, who, being twice notified 
and failing to disapprove, would be kicked aside, and the Execu- 
tive “left free” to carry out his measures when he would con- 
ceive the condition of the country would justify them. 

Were it necessary to control the Executive and to place bounds 
to his acts by entering into a negative legislation upon such 
measures as he might think nec[e]ssary, the attempt would 
involve every subject to which the visionary imaginations of a 
President might lead. It would demand a wisdom and a 
knowledge of the future, never yet given to man, and which 
belongs only to Him whose providence directs and governs all. 

While the Committee look upon the course of the Executive 
and of the Secretary of the Treasury as being in violation of 
the Constitution, they regret to find that this is not the only 
instance in which the sanctity of this instrument has been vio- 
lated or its injunctions disregarded. 

The fourth section of an act making appropriations for the 
support of Government for the year 1841, requires the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to cancel or have cancelled and balanced - 
the unexpended balances of all appropriations that were made 
previous to that session of Congress, and further directs that 
no money shall be drawn from the treasury, based on any ap- 
propriation except those made by that Congress. This act was 
signed by the then President, the Hon. David G. Burnet, on 
the 5th day of February, 1841, President Lamar having ob- 
tained leave of absence some time previous. But the Com- 
mittee find, that, notwithstanding his approval immediately 
after the adjournment of Congress, he assumed the high re- 
sponsibility to order to be drawn from the public treasury, 
under the pretext of the appropriation already cancelled by the 
act of Congress alluded to, the sum of fifty thousand one hun- 
dred and eighty-five dollars and eighty-nine cents. That Con- 
gress had the power to cancel the unexpended balances of any 
appropriations, there can be no doubt. Having done so, and 
the same having been sanctioned by him, as a faithful Execu- 
tive officer of the Government, he was not only bound by every 
dbligation which is held sacred. by man to have abstained from 
its violation, but to have arrested any lawless attempt to check 
its execution. 

Shortly after the disbursement of said sum of fifty thousand 
one hundred and eighty-five dollars and eighty-nine cents, by 
order of the acting President Burnet, President Lamar returned 
to the Seat of Government and resumed the duties of his office. 
Soon after this, to wit: in the month of [blank], there was 
drawn from the treasury, by Executive order, the sum of sixty- 
seven thousand nine hundred and sixty dollars; also, during the 
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next few months, the sum of three thousand one hundred and 
thirty-nine dollars and ninety-two cents. In addition to the 
above amounts, the sum of thirty thousand dollars was ad- 
vanced by order of the Executive and Secretary of the Treasury 
to the Minister sent to Mexico: six thousand dollars of which 
has been returned. Each of the foregoing amounts have been 
drawn from the treasury without the slightest authority of 
law, and, as your Committee believe, in direct violation of the 
twenty-fifth section of the first article of the Constitution, 
already referred to. 

- The amount of money drawn from the treasury without au- 
thority of law, by order of the Vice-President, while discharging 
the duties of President, and one of the principal items alluded 
to as having been drawn by order of President Lamar and the 
Secretary of the Treasury, having been disbursed for the 
benefit of the regular army, it is therefore contended that the 
circumstances justified the measure; but the Committee cannot 
give their assent to a doctrine so dangerous, and one so much 
at war with the Constitution of the country. It is true that 
the last Congress adjourned leaving an army in the field, and 
without a dollar appropriated to its maintenance, and that it 
thereby became necessary for the Executive to disband it; 

and if a contingency could arise when the President might jus- 
tify the withdrawal of money from the treasury without appro- 
priation of law, this might be considered one; but such a con- 
tingency, in the opinion of the Committee, can never arise. 
The Constitution is plain and peremptory in its declarations; 
it admits of no exception, case or contingency that possibly may 
arise; and though in some instances it may prove hard, it is 
the supreme law of the land, and must be. the paramount rule 
of action. To secure the ends of the Government, that instru- 
ment must be administered in its purity. If the slightest breach 
is tolerated, a vessel may be opened which may continue to flow 
until the last life-blood of liberty is exhausted. 

But can it be said, in delegating the power of making ap- 
propriations alone to Congress, with the approval of the Execu- 
tive, no remedy has been given to meet such extraordinary 
emergencies. The second clause of the seventh section of the 
sixth article of the Constitution gives the President power; upon 
extraordinary occasions, to convene both Houses of. Congress, 
or either of them. This clause affords an ample remedy for any 
emergency that may arise. This power must have been vested 
somewhere. If it had been given to the President alone, all 
the monied resources of the Government could be applied at 
his pleasure; profusion and extravagance, with their corrupting 
and seductive influence would follow; responsibility would be at 
an end, and the Executive possess the means to render himself 
absolute; a prerogative so extraordinary can never be safely 
trusted to the hands of a single individual. But the Constitution 
has wisely provided for the exercise of this power; the two 
great Departments, Legislative and Executive, each act as a 
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check, one upon the other. To suppose i in thei 
would be to doubt that the ppose it unsafe in their hands, 


I é : powers of Government adapted to 
national exigencies, can ever be safe in any political body. 


The Committee feel the great importance of a proper guard 


over the available means of the country. It has been said that 
money constitutes the sinews of war, and forms the grand 
pillars of a Government in time of peace. The public treasury, 
which is the common fund of all, could never be approached but 
by the way pointed out by the Constitution, and should ever 
be applied with scrupulous honesty to such objects as it may 
be legitimately appropriated—and none other.—From these dis- 
quisitions of the Committee, they are driven to the conclusion 
that the President, Vice-President, while acting as President, 
and the Secretary of the Treasury, have each violated the high 
and solemn duties of their offices, and for that violation, are 
responsible to the nation. 

In respect to the resolutions, the Committee think it improper, 
impolitic and inexpedient to adopt them. First, because they 
doubt the powers of the House to pass a resolution of censure 
upon another Department of Government. Second, it is ar- 
raigning the Executive upon a high charge, without affording 
him an opportunity of defense. Lastly, the resolutions, if 
adopted, would show to the country that we had witnessed a 
violation of the Constitution and laws, and failed to discharge 
our duty. 

The important question then resolves itself into these two 
propositions. If the House shall conclude that the officers . 
alluded to have done no wrong, but have faithfully discharged 
their official duties to the country, the resolutions should not 
only be rejected, but their further consideration be dismissed. 
If, however, the House agree with the Committee, and are 
satisfied that the high officers alluded to, or either of them, 
have prostrated their offices,~ violated the sacred obligations 
imposed, and abused the high trust delegated to them, setting 
as the grand inquest of the nation, it will be the duty of the 
House to vindicate the outraged laws and Constitution by ap- 
plying the only proper remedy—impeachment. l 

It may be contended, and perhaps with some degree of 
plausibility, that the term of office of these respective officers 
has nearly expired; that their several duties will cease before 
a trial can be had. The Committee do not believe that the 
House should hesitate to discharge its duty on this account. 
The trial of the articles of impeachment, if once preferred, can 
be conducted as well. after the expiration of their term of office 
as before. Warren Hastings was upon his trial of impeach- 
ment for twelve years. If the opinion of the Committee is 
ineorrect, the objects of the Constitution could be easily de- 
feated. The twelfth section of the first article of the Consti- 
tution says that judgment in cases of impeachment shall extend 
not only to removal from office, but disqualification to hold 
any office of honor, trust or profit under this Government; 
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the House of Representatives having the sole right of impeach- 
ment, and the Senate the exclusive power of its trial. Any 
officer of the Government might commit the grossest outrages, 
and by resigning, or should his term of office be about to expire 
before a trial could be had, would be enabled to escape the 
penalty of the Constitution, and, by evading the vigilance of 
a grand jury, pass unscathed and unpunished. But these are 
not the only beneficial results attending the enforcement of 
the laws against its violators. To insure a proper discharge 
of duty, the faithful should be rewarded, but the guilty pun- 
ished. 


As before remarked, the question is one of the first magni- 
tude and importance, and one which the Committee will refrain 
from recommending to the House any definite action in regard 
to: but that the subject may be properly brought before it, the 
majority of the Committee beg leave to submit the accompany- 
ing resolutions for the consideration of the House, with a full 
confidence that it will not shrink from the high responsibility 
they impose. 

(Signed) I. VAN ZANDT, Chairman, 
a G. T. Woop, 
JOHN’ BROWN, 
W. N. PORTER. 


Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That his Excel- 
lency, Mirabeau B. Lamar, President of the Republic, has been 
guilty of a violation of the Constitution in fitting out the Santa 
Fé Expedition, and the withdrawal of moneys from the treasury 
for that and other purposes without authority of law; and 
that a committee be appointed to draft articles of impeachment 
to be preferred against him at the bar of the Senate. 


Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That his Excel- 
lency, David G. Burnet, Vice-President, while discharging the 
duties of President, has been guilty of a violation of the Con- 
stitution, in the withdrawal of moneys from the treasury with- 
out authority of law; and that a committee be appointed to 
draft articles of impeachment to bè preferred against him at 
the bar of the Senate. 


Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Texas, That the Hon. John G. Chalmers, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, has been guilty of a violation of the Constitution and of 
the duties of his office, in the withdrawal of moneys from the 
treasury of the Republic without authority of law; and that 
a Committee be appointed to draft articles of impeachment to 
be preferred against him at the bar of the Senate. 
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Letter referred to in Report. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 


March, 24, 1841. 
Hon. JOHN G. CHALMERS, 


Secretary of the Treasury: 


SR, —You will instruct the Comptroller to open -upon his 
books an appropriation for fitting out an Expedition to Santa 
Fé; also an appropriation subject to my order for disbanding 
the regular army; also an appropriation subject to your order 
for extra clerk-hire in the Treasury Department. 


To J. B. SHAW, Esq., Comptroller: 
(Signed) - MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


SIR, —You will comply with the above orders of the President. 
(Signed) J. G. CHALMERS, Secretary of Treasury 


Mr. Van Zandt said, this was a very important matter, and 
should not be hastily acted upon, and recommended that it- 
should be postponed to a future day.” 


Mr. Mayfield thought there had been an unnecessary degree 
of pomp and display in the report of the committee, and hoped 
an early day would be appointed, so that the question could be 
met without delay. 


Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, thought it was perhrps [sic] due to 
himself to say, that, although he agreed in the main with the 
committee, he had not been led to that result by the same process 
of reasoning, in all matters pertaining to the subject, and 
thought perhaps he might make a counter report. 


Mr. Wood said, that he had opposed the resolution of censure, 
offered to the House, because he thought they had no power 
to pass it—he said that in the examination of this subject 
expediency had had no weight with him—that he could give 
no room to its counsel, where law was final and definite. He 
said, that should the House entertain the proposition to impeach, 
he, for one, should not shrink from the performance of his duty. 

Mr. Wynns said, that although the proposer of the original 
resolution of censure, he hesitated in proceeding to the step 
recommended by that committee; a step never yet resorted to 
in any other Republic. He said that it was a consideration of 
policy whether we should impeach the President, when the 
Government was already tottering from other causes, and that 
it was worthy of serious and cautious consideration. The 
remarks of the gentleman were rather deprecatory of such a 
course. 

Mr. Van Zandt hoped the gentleman from Harris would allow 
him to correct him; he said that no definite action was recom- 
mended in that report, but that in order that the House might 


2he remainder of the journal for this day is taken from the Daily Bulletin, 
December 7, 1841. ` 
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have the matter fully before them, they had reported those 
resolutions. He said they had considered the conduct of the 
officers named unwarrantable, and unauthorized by law—but, 
he said, they had refrained from any final determination upon 
the matter. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, 250 copies were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Porter said, that it had been with a great deal of regret, 
indeed, that the committee had been able to make any report 
to the House, but, he said, that reports in relation to this matter. 
had gone abroad in the country, and it was but a right to the 
gentlemen accused that they should have an opportunity to 
rebut the charges. He said, he should not say what had been 
his own private opinion upon that committee—he did not think 
it would be right for him to do so. When the report was made, 
it was the report of the whole committee. Mr. Porter said that, 
for himself, whenever the consideration of this subject came 
properly before the House, if it was shown that their conduct 
would warrant such a course, he, for one, should beyond doubt, 
vote for their impeachment. He said the committee had not 
made a positive recommendation to impeach, because the report 
would have gone abroad over the country, that a packed com- 
mittee had reported in favor of the impeachment of the Presi- 
dent and all who had acted under him; they preferred bringing 
the matter fairly before that House, and have it properly in- 
vestigated, and give those gentlemen, through their friends upon 
that floor, an opportunity to make their defence. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the report only should be printed. 
250 copies of the report and resolutions were ordered to be 
printed. 

Resolution was offered that Congress should adjourn sine die 
on the 25th day of December next. The introducer wished to 
strike out the word next, which the House refused to permit. 


Mr. Robinson moved that the resolutions for impeachment 
be made the special order of the day for Thursday next, at 11 
o’clock.—Carried. 


On motion of Mr. Wood, the joint resolution for the recall 
of the Navy, was taken up. 


Mr. Robinson moved to defer its consideration to another 
day, because he thought the matter had already assumed a more 
important and more solemn appearance than was originally con- 
templated, in consequence of the report of the committee upon 
the resolution relative to the Santa Fé expedition; because, if 
a committee were appointed to draft articles of impeachment 
of the Executive, his whole official conduct would be before 
ete and all illegal acts of his would be the subject of those 
articles. 


Mr. Darnell rose and strongly urged the propriety of im- 
mediate action, and called upon the friends of the measure 
to sustain the immediate examination of the question. 
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Mr. Robinson said, if there would be an 
considering the matter, he would be the last ee to oppose it 
It might be recollected that he was the first man upon that 
floor to have the matter placed before the committee on Naval 
Affairs,—but that the navy was now beyond their control: 
that it was now too late—it had left New Orleans, and before 
this was on the scene of its operation whether for good or evil, 
and the work upon which it was sent wag probably already 
commenced, and any action of this House upon the subject. 
would be useless, inoperative, and inconsequential. It was 
known to him, and to the circle who associated with him, that 
the next Executive would immediately recal[1] the navy upon 
assuming his station, which would be now in a few days, and 
it was not worth while for the House to act in the matter. 

Mr. Darnell insisted upon taking it up and going into com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. Williamson supported the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. Forbes stated that he was in New Orleans on the 11th 
of last month, and that the navy sailed about that time. 

Mr. Cooke moved the indefinite postponement of the resolu- 
tions. He said, he could see no necessity for going into com- 
mittee of the whole or any other committee. He said the matter 
had been long enough before them, and he would like to meet 
the matter fairly, and decide upon it. He said, if this House 
was really in favor of retrenchment, as it professed to be, he 
could not see why they did not, without loss of time, decide upon 
this bill. The Gentleman stated that. every resolution passed 
by them, had cost them about 4,000 dollars. 

Mr. Darnell said, if the Gentleman would recollect, he (Mr. 
Darnell) had not asked for delay in this matter; perhaps, upon 
reflection, he would find the delay had been: upon his own 
account. 

Mr. Cooke replied, and said that he had not wanted delay, 
and made some remarks in explanation, and said he wished 
the question at once decided. , 

Mr. Williamson replied, and thought the gentleman from 
Travis had a short memory, and said the delay had been at 
the instance of that Gentleman, and another gentleman of the 
minority. He wished the subject acted on promptly. Me 

Mr. Cooke said, that if the Gentleman would go back in his 
winding and sinuous way to the recess of his memory, he 
would find the case to be otherwise, and that he had always 
wanted the question brought up and promptly determined. _ 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to strike out the preamble.—He said, 
that for reasons which had been before given to the House, 
he did not think it proper for the House to censure the Execu- 
tive, and that the House should take up the resolutions upon 
their merits, divested of all feeling upon the subject. 

Mr. Cooke moved that the joint resolution be stricken out 
with it. oye 

Mr. Van Zandt thought. the Gentleman out of order. 


utility in now 


4 
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Mr. Darnell said, that he introduced the preamble and resolu- 
tions. He said he saw from the message of the President, that 
he was not himself satisfied with the course he had taken. 
He said that when he introduced that preamble and resolution, 
he had no other view than to recall the navy. Since that time 
he had seen developments which induced him to wish for more, 
but that additional wish would be gratified in another way and 
on another question, and he was willing to dispense with his 
preamble. 

Mr. Parker said he had much to say in order to catch up, © 
but he moved to adjourn until to-morrow at ten o’clock. 

The bill was laid on the table until 11 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. i 

A committee of conference was appointed on the part of 
the House, to meet the committee on the part of the Senate, 
on the Retrenchment Bill. The committee were Messrs. Van 
Ness, Latimer, Dancy, Cooke, and Porter. 

[The committee on the part of the Senate, are Messrs. Dan- 
gerfield, Moore, and Barnet.]” 

House adjourned to 10 o’clock this morning. 


TUESDAY Dec. 7th. [1841] 


House met—roll called—present, Speaker, Bowers, Brown, 
Caldwell, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, 
Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, 
Latimer, McConnell, Mayfield, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker 
of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Roberts, Robinson, Williamson— 
quorum present—journals of preceding day read and adopted. 

The committee of conference on the retrenchment bill, re- 
ported in favor of the adoption of the Senate’s amendment 
appointing a superintendent of arsenal and the pay of armorer. 

Leaving the annual salary to the chief clerk of the House. 

Giving two Clerks to the Auditor. 

Salary of Chief Justice and District Judges at $1750. 

The chairman explained the result of the conference, and 
stated that the determination was unanimous.” 


To the Hon the SENATE— 


Thé Committee of conference on the Bill entitled an act to 
abolish certain offices therein named and to fix the salaries 
of the officers of the Civil list f 
have agreed to submit the following Report to the two houses 
and reccommend its adoption— 
ist Amendts 22 & 23 of the Senate the house will recede— 
from its refusal to concur and agree to them— 
2nd amendmts 24 & 25 the joint committee recommend that 
in lieu of the salaries of Chief Justices & Dist Judges as fixed 
by the Senate & house the original bill shall be so amended 
“The brackets are in the newspaper report. 


=Committee Reports, Sixth Congress, No. 2582. Endorsed: Report of a Confer- 
ence Committee. The report addressed to the Speaker has not been found. 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 113 


| as to fix the salaries of those officers at 1750 — 
38rd An amendt 26th of the Senate the at Pill ee 
4th The committee will further report as an amendmt to the 
bill that the 10th amendt of the Senate be so altered as to read 


The Auditor shall be authorised to appoint one Chief & one 
assistant clerk and no more— 


C. VAN Ness Chn. Com of H— 
. WM HEN[R]yY DAINGERFIELD 
Charm Committee Senate 


Message received from the Senate, stating that they h 

adopted the report of the committee of conference.” ee 
E Bill to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company; read 3d time 
and passed. l 

Mr. Mayfield introduced a bill to repeal a portion of the act 
supplementary to the act regulating the punishment of crimes 
and misdemeanors;” read ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell it. was resolved to appoint a 
Reporter; on motion of Mr, Porter he was allowed $4 per diem; 
on nomination of Mr. Williamson, Mr. Charles De Morse was 
elected Reporter of the House of Representatives for the 6th 
Congress. l 

The Joint resolution for the recall of the Texian navy, coming 
up, on motion of Mr. Caldwell, a call of the House was ordered; 
four members absent.” 

Mr. Williamson moved to strike out the preamble from the 
Te ORMON: Mr. Cooke moved to strike out the joint resolu- 
ion. ' 

Chair decided the gentleman from Travis out of order. Mr. 
Cooke asked for the rule, and endeavored to maintain the cor- 
rectness of his motion, and concluded by saying that he wished 
the whole subject at once considered, and called on the gen- 
tleman from Washington, for his reason for wishing the pre- 
amble stricken off. . 

Mr. Williamson made some remarks in reply. i 

Mr. Cooke appealed from the decision of the chair; and the 
question being put, the chair was sustained. a 

Question being called for on striking out the preamble, 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, objected to striking out, and wished 

. gentleman to meet the question manfully, as they proposed it, 
and not shrink from their positions. They had been summoned 
to hear and decide upon this matter, and he wanted the question 
taken upon the whole matter, and not upon a collateral branch 
of it. 

Mr. Darnell said he was fully prepared to sustain the pre- 
amble and resolution,—he thought the committee. would be 

2The above six paragraphs of the journal, and the roll call, are from the Daily 
Paget, Become Aen ap Ro pay elles December #184, A DU amond; 


ing the statute punishing crimes.and misdemeanors, so as to strike out the part 
making it criminal to speak “ill of a foreign minister, was T 


b 


read. : N 
“Frem. this point the journal for this day is taken from the Daily Bulletin) 
December 9, 1841. 
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fully able to sustain the Report they had made, and said there 
was no disposition to shrink. 

Mr. Van Zandt said he was in favor of striking out the pre- 
amble, not because he was disposed to shrink from any respon- 
sibility, but because he thought that all that was intended to 
be conveyed by these résolutions, would come up in another 
matter. He did not think it proper for the House to vote a 
censure of the President, and wanted the matter narrowed down 
to the propriety of recalling the navy. He denied the charge 
that the committee were disposed to shrink from responsibility, 
and said that when that responsibility was wanted, he should 
be found at his post. He hoped the gentleman from San Au- 
gustine, would again abandon the support of the preamble; 
he thought that the feelings of the President should not be 
hurt in this matter, and that no feeling should be excited in 
the House. 

Mr. Wood hoped the preamble would not be stricken out. He 
said the feelings of the President had nothing to do with this 
matter; he would like to see the matter discussed upon its 
merits. He said if the President had so acted as to subject 
him to impeachment, the case would soon be before the House; 
he for one did not believe the President had so acted. 

Mr. Darnell was disposed to sustain his preamble; when he 
had first consented to strike it out, it was at the request of 
other gentlemen, and not from any disposition of his to avoid 
responsibility. 

Mr. Williamson was one of the committee who reported those 
resolutions, and he was in favor of striking out the preamble, 
and always had been in the committee, and he hoped gentlemen 
woeld [sic] not consider him as shrinking or equivocating; he 
was, and always had been disposed to meet the President on 
the ground designated in his message, where he says, that if 
Congress did not approve of the arrangement made by him 
with Yucatan, it was not too late to recall the navy. 

Mr. Cooke said, he must confess that he was astonished at 
the motions to strike out the preamble coming from the quarter 
they did, and thought they evinced a disposition to shuffle in 
the ranks; that after having hurled an envenomed shaft at 
the executive head of the nation, they recoiled, to avoid the 
responsibility of their own acts. He for one was disposed to 
bring this whole matter up, and to speak the truth about it, 
regardless of whom it might offend. He thought there was 
an evident disposition to change the ground, else why did they 
enter so profoundly at this time, into the propriety of the 
preamble. He said the whole matter could have been avoided 
in the first place, by presenting a plain resolution upon the 
question of the recall of the navy; but they had chosen and 
marked out to themselves another course; they had fulminated 
to the world their censure of the Executive; they had sent forth 
against him charges calculated to injure his feelings and his 
reputation, and now sir, they wish to come down to the plain 
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question. If this was not shuffling: if thi : 
the question, he did not understand it, He sad tet Haier 
he should take the same stand which he had before done— 
in 1839—and he would permit no man to ride over the reputa- 
tion of an Executive who was about to surrender his office 
and who if he had favors still to dispense, might not be as- 
sailed in this manner. He said he despised the disposition to 
slime over the path of a new incumbent. 

Mr. Van Zandt thought that in no instance had that pre- 
amble been under consideration. He had told the gentleman 
from San Augustine and others, several days ago, that when 
the question came up, he should move to strike out the pre- 
amble. He said that if the gentleman from Travis was so 
anxious to defend the Executive on this floor, the day would yet 
come when he would have the opportunity. He said, let the 
E Ti eman treasure up his wrath for the day of wrath—it would 

The gentleman made some further remarks in answer to the 
more pointed part of Mr. Cooke’s speech, which the reporter 
did not hear. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales, said that gentlemen should not be 
permitted to withdraw from the position which they had as- 
sumed on this occasion. He said that gentlemen had brought 
this whole matter before the House and now they shrunk like 
the wily Parthian; they sped the envenomed shaft and fled— 
but he would hold the Gentlemen to the mark they had drawn. 
Their imputations against the Executive had gone forth to the 
country, and it was no time now to retract, and go upon the 
mam ance, after the injury and the imputation had gone 
abroad. 

Mr. Hewett said, he could tell the Gentleman from Gonzales 
that he was a member of that committee, and that he did not 
shrink—that he stood firm at his post. 

Mr. Jones replied, that of course then his remarks could not 
apply to his Hon. friend from Shelby. 

Mr. Mayfield said, that these gentlemen, after bringing up 
this matter in the form they had, had thought it more politic, 
upon a full understanding of matters, to concentrate their whole 
venom upon another question. He alluded to the discrepancy 
between the report of that committee, and the preamble to 
those resolutions; and said that now they were desirous to 
relieve themselves. He said this whole matter could have been 
avoided in the first place by presenting a report that it was 
inexpedient to permit the navy to go into the service of Yuca- 
tan, but the Gentlemen had not thought proper to take that 
course, and he now wished to meet the question as they had 
presented it. l : 

Question on striking out the preamble; 

Yeas, 15—Nays, 22. . ; 

Mr. Williamson moved the engrossment of the preamble and 
resolutions. 
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Mr. Mayfield said, before the question was taken that he 
wished to make a few remarks upon it. He said, if he under- 
stood the Hon. Gentleman from San Augustine he was prepared 
to prove the allegations which were made in that report and 
resolutions, but when the question came to a point, that Gen- 
tleman called upon the opponents of the reports to disprove 
the statements in them. He said in the little education which 
he had received, he had always been taught that men making 
allegations should sdstain [sic] them: but in this case the state- 
ments which they had made with so much pomp and circum- 
stance, they did not try to prove, but called upon the[ilr op- 
ponents to disprove. He asked what reflecting mind had been 
convinced of any allegation made in that report. He said the 
Gentlemen had assumed in their report that we were not an 
established Government, and that we were precluded from 
entering into treaties with foreign nations. He said: that the 
Gentlemen had assumed a ground which they could not sustain 
legally or on reasonable principles, either- as a matter of law 
or policy. The Gentleman went on to show our relations with 
Yucatan, and contended that it was proper to make the treaty 
which had been made. He went on to show that the arguments 
made by Gentlemen were, to use their own language, “strange 
and unnatural ;”—that we could not make a treaty with Yuca- 
tan, because forsooth Texas and Yucatan were not established 
governments.—He argued against the force of this position, 
and contended that the arrangements which had been made were 
just, proper and beneficial. These were the opinions he enter- 
tained, and he called upon Gentlemen to sustain their principles 
and report. He repudiated this system of a few individuals 
in this House making charges against the Executive, which 
would go forth to the world as true, without any evidence 
whatever. 

Mr. Darnell said the Committe[e] had made their report 
and he thought the gentleman had intended to refute the state- 
ments and position of it. The gentleman said so far as the 
preamble went he would prove, upon principles of fundamental 
law, that the charges there made were true. The gentleman 
said he was sorry to be drawn into a situation to prove im- 
propriety of conduct upon the part of the Executive, but he 
thought, taking the Message of the Executive and other docu- 
ments before him, that the Executive had committed such 
impropriety. 

The gentleman commenced his argument by reading the act 
relative to laying up the navy in ordinary. He then referred 
to the Message of the President which showed that the navy 
had been ordered out; and then asked for the authority which 
permitted his ordering it out, and directing its co-operation 
with, as he contended, the enemy of Texas. 

Mr. Williamson said that as he had been thrown from the 
position he wished to occupy, he now gave notice to the House 
that he should sustain the preamble and resolutions. He thought 
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the House was fatigued with the subject at present and would 
move an adjournment to three o’clock in the afternoon.” 


On motion the House adjourned until Thursday morning at 
10 o’clock.* 


THURSDAY, Dec 9th. [1841] 


House met—roll called—present—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bow- 
ers, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Dennis, Forbes, 
Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Latimer, McConneil, Morris, 
Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Por- 
ter, Roberts, Van Zandt, Wood, Wynns; quorum present— 
journals of Tuesday read and adopted. 


Mr. Jones of Galveston, presented a petition of sundry mem- 


bers of the Bar, praying the adoption of the common law system 
of pleading.” 


Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. Forbes presented the petition of James M. Harris of 
Bastrop county, in relation to mail contracts.” 

Referred to the Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads: 

Mr. Darnell, of the committee on Military affairs, reported 


on the petition of Capt. Thos. N. Greer, and recommended the 
passage of a bill for his relief.” 


Mr. Wynns offered a resolution to elect Judges for the first 
and sixth Judicial Districts on Monday.” 

Joint resolution to authorize the Judge of the 3d Judicial 
District to adjourn court until the Spring term, having passed 
the Senate was taken up. ; 

Mr. Cooke moved to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

Mr. Latimer moved a reference to a committee. 

House refused to suspend the rules. 

An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the town of 
Liberty, was taken up, on the motion of Mr. Wood, and passed. 


SNo afternoon session has been found in the Austin City Gazette, the Daily 
Bulletin, or The Weekly Tesian. , , 

“This paragraph is taken from the report in the Austin City Gazette, December 
15, 1841, £ i 

"This paragraph and the remainder of the Journal for this day are taken from 
the report in the Daily Bulletin, December 10, . 

The Petition of sundry members of the bar was that Congress pass an act 
introducing the system peculiar to the common law. The petitioners held t at in 
their judgment the harmony of the law demanded that the common law sys em 
of pleading should not have been rejected, and that it should „without delay e 
introduced. The petition is endorsed: ,emorial of Law Practitioners; No. 1, Dec 
Sth Jude mt. Memorials and Petitions. . 

James mM Harris, a citizen of Bastrop County, stated that when 3 ne, mail 
contracts were to be let, he made bids for contracts to the amount of $13,000, a 
amongst the routes was the one from Austin to Houston. His bid was, much 
lower than that of Highsmith and Jones to whom the route was given. He 150 | 
bid for four other routes which ithe same gentlemen got for a. hig er price han his 
bids. He offered as securities Mr. Cleaveland of Brazoria County, artlet A , 
James Smith and Mr. Matthews of Bastrop County and Senator Pi sbury ae 
Brazoria County. Harris believed that injustice had been done him and reques tes a 
Congress to refer the subject to the committee on Post Offices, and F ost Roads 
with power to send for persons and papers. Endorsed: A Pe ition of J ot. 
Harris to the Sixth Congress of the Republic of Texas POS, 

Reported Unfavbly. Memorials and Petitions. 


30 found. tes . 
ae reer has not been fo City Gazette, December 15, 1841, it is stated that 


i i tion of the judges for the first 
Monday, the 30th instant, was fixed for the elec 
and sixth districts. The judges were elected on December 23. 
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Bill for the relief of Andrew J. Titus and others, was referred 
to the committee on public land. 


Bill to appropriate five thousand dollars for contingent ex- 
penses of Congress, was taken up. 


Mr. Cooke moved its indefinite postponement, because the 
House had refused to appropriate promissory notes for amounts 
due individuals, and he thought it wrong for the House to 
deviate from the principle to supply its own wants. 

Mr. Porter thought it necessary to keep Congress together. 

Mr. Cooke was unwilling to make any appropriation in 
promissory notes; he would consent to any necessary appropria- 
tion in good money. 

Mr. Wood supported—showing the imperative necessity, and 
moved a suspension of the rules, which was carried, and the 
bill passed. Yeas, 32—Nays, 2 

Bill to provide for the erection of a Penitentiary, was taken 
up and referred to the Committee on the State of the Republic.” 


Mr. Raymond introduced a bill for the relief of those persons 
who furnished the second brigade of militia with supplies in 
1840; read Ist time.” 


Mr. Latimer introduced a bill to repeal the act creating a 
Board of Medical Censors. 


The resolutions for the recall of the Navy being taken up. 
the consideration of the bill was postponed to 3 o'clock, P. M. 


Mr. Porter introduced a bill supplementary to the act creating 
a Board of Medical Censors. 


Bill for the relief of Joseph Cecil was read a 3d time and 
passed. 


Bill changing the name of Ciais Denny Morse to Charles 
De Morse, was passed. 


Bill for the relief of the heirs of George McKnight: 

Bill for the relief of Edward Daniel: 

Bill for the relief of Elijah Bewnet [Bennett]: 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jennett [Jarret] Menefee: 

Were all passed. 

Bill to give Judicial Counties the same quantity of land, for 
the purposes of education, as given to other counties, was 
passed. Yeas, 23—-Nays, 11. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the bill giving to those who 
purchase lands at tax sales and improve thereon, pay for their 
improvements in case of redemption, was taken up and referred 
to the committee on public lands. 

“This is evidently the Senate bill in its progress through the House. Bills, 
Sixth Congress, No. 2342. Endorsed: 143 No. 4 A Bill To Be Entitled an act to 
provide for the erection of a Penitentiary Read Ist time Novr 3rd 1841 Read 2 
time Novr 4, 1841 & Refd to com. on Finance Ordered to be Engrossed Novr 22nd 
1841—-Engrossed Novr 23d 1841 T. Green Eng. Clk Senate Read 8rd time and 
passed Novr 24th 1841 A. C. Macfarlane Secretary Senate Read ist time Dec 
3 Read 2 time Dec 9 refd to State Repb passed to a 3d reading Dec 18th Read 


3d time Dec 21 & passed J H Raymond C. C. H. R. 


i ea paragraph is taken from the report in the Austin City Gazette, December- 
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Bill fixing the salary of the Clerk of the $S F 
read 3d time and passed.” e Supreme Court; 


Bill to authorize the corporation of Matagorda to levy a 
tax, was passed. 

A bill repealing the law requiring taxes to be paid before 
patents issued, was called up, and after a good deal of debate, 
was ordered to be engrossed.“ $ 

A bill to incorporate the Colorado Mining Company, was re- 
committed to the Committee on the State of the Republic. 

A law regulating Executions was read a 1st time. 

A bill regulating fees of office was re-committed to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. “3 

House adjourned to 3 o'clock. 


\ 
_ THURSDAY EVENING. [AFTERNOON] 


House met—-quorum present.* 

Bill to incorporate the Franco-Texian Commercial and Colon- 
ization Company; read 2d time and referred to a Special 
Committee. Committee—Messrs. Jones, of Gonzales, William- 
son, Raymond, Grimes and Van Ness.” l 

The bill to repeal the law exempting forced sales of slaves, 
was read a second time, and a substitute offered by Mr. Wynns, 
that the slave should be subject to sale for all debts contracted 
in this country. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. p ve 

The resolution for the recall of the Navy being under con- 
sideration— 

Mr. Williamson said, 

It is well known to the House, Sir, the part I have assumed 
upon the bill now before it. Upon a former occasion I moved 
to strike out the preamble; upon this occasion I rise to sustain 
the preamble and resolutions. The grounds I shall assume are 
tenable, and based upon good sound policy. That these grounds 
are true, will scarcely be controverted on this floor. What are 
the facts that were before the committee—they are, Sir, that 
the President has made a lawless disposition of the Navy; a 
disposition inhibited by law. A people -setting up for them- 
selves, and without declaring themselves free, open a cor- 
respondence with the President, and with him alone. A cor- 
respondence is conducted with a people unknown to the Nations 
of the earth as sovereign. Who are these people? They are 
an integral part of Mexico. What is Mexico? An enemy of 
Texas. Negociations are set on foot contrary to the policy of 
Nations. - For the truth of my positions, I refer to the cor- 

“This paragraph is taken from the report in the Austin. City Gazette, December 
Mtn the report in the Austin City Gazette, December 15, 1841, this paragraph 
rea making it the duty of the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 


; 3 i r z be engrosse 
issue patents in certain cases; read 2d time and ordered to A 
2The morning and afternoon sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly 


vi 1841. F ; 
Pethi Pe ae from the report in the Austin City Gazette Depeuhee a 
841. 
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respondence with Mr. Packenham. Where was the emergency 
that warranted this course. Gentlemen will tell you that the 
right was guaranteed under the Constitution. Sir, no such 
right was given—no such provision exists in the Constitution. 
They say it was one of the wisest acts of the Administration! 
It was a concomitant of that act of usurpation—it was cor- 
respondent with the Santa Fé expedition. It reminded him of 
a lesson of his boyhood—commit one error, and it required a 
hundred more to sustain it. Profligacy was a distinguishing 
character of the Administration. Tired of getting along as 
reason dictated, profligacy had characterized its career. There 
was an opposition of duty and feeling operating upon him, but 
duty should govern. Even since the last Congress, innovation 
had marked the career of the Executive. The President said 
that he intended sending this expedition to Santa Fé, and that 
Congress had not opposed it. Look at the Journals for evidence. 
The House had the matter before it, and had refused to act. 
It had been before the Senate, and been indefinitely postponed. 
Because Congress did not positively object to it, he had taken 
it for granted that he might set it on foot. It might result in 
glory to the Nation, but even if it did, he would still oppose it. 
He would oppose all efforts to trample upon the Constitution. 
Our Treasury had been broken in upon, and its means squan- 
dered. Unlawful appropriations had been made to carry out 
their wild schemes, by an Executive who gave no other reason 
than that it had been a favorite with him. But to th[e] point 
under discussion. His sending out of the Navy was the regular 
consequence of the Santa Fé expedition, and gotten up to sustain 
it. Did the Executive not send to the nearest Mexican post, 
ex dedimus potestatem Commissioners, who reported that all 
was quiet, and no prospect of invasion, and yet he had sent 
out the Navy. He would explain who the people of Yucatan 
were,—they were Mexicans, nothing else. And who were 
Mexicans? A semi-civilized race—faithless whenever opportun- 
ity offered. He would ask Hon. Gentlemen if they had forgotten 
that a Fannin once treated, and if they had forgotten the 
provisions of that treaty. His Excellency’s letter, while a 
member of the Cabinet, had opposed the negotiation of a treaty 
with Santa Anna, and placed a black: mark upon it, and yet 
he had sent out the Navy to aid Mexicans—to aid Yucatan. 
It had been said that the Northern Provinces of Mexico were 
about to enjoy the same liberty with the people of Yucatan; and 
what sort of liberty did the people of Yucatan enjoy? Had 
they read the papers of the day? — Were we benefitted by- 
sending out the Navy? The letters of Mr. Packenham begged a 
conciliatory policy. Our agents had done the same. Gentlemen 
insist upon it, that it was good policy to send out the Navy, 
but Sir, is it good policy to violate the law and trample the 
Constitution under foot! If that position be correct, Hon. 
Gentlemen have the question, and I the odds to combat. Hon. 
` Gentlemen would not say that, but if they had given any other 
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argument, he had not heard it. The Navy had been sent out 
contrary to law—but perhaps Gentlemen would insist that we 
were crippling the enemy by sending out our Navy to co-operate 
with Yucatan. Is there any evidence that Yucatan has a Navy, 
and anything to show the propriety of co-operation. After 
the memorable massacre of Fannin, there are still some who 
would repose confidence in Mexicans; after our repeated ex- 
perience and the result of our last mission. His Excellency 
might term the people of Yucatan free, but they were still Mexi- 
cans. Never, while he was a Representative in this House, 
would he give his sanction to any treaty with them. Inde- 
pendent of this, the arrangement had been made in violation 
of a law of the land. Now, Mr. Speaker, perhaps under the 
provisions of that law, his Excellency would endeavor to screen 
himself from blame, but there is nothing to sustain him. The 
attack of the party upon Corpus Christi, this House has already 
acted upon, and considered these men as friends, and sustained 
the Executive in opposition to the Secretary of War. He was 
satisfied that his Excellency was fully informed, through the 
confidential agents whom he had sent to Arista, that .there 
was no probability. of an invasion of the country, and there 
was nothing to warrant the course he had taken. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, said, , 

He was led to expect from what had been given out by the 
Gentleman from Washington, that every body in favor of 
sending out the Navy would be annihilated.—Before entering 
into the main argument in reply to the Gentleman, he wished to 
notice one or two of his positions. The Gentleman had said that 
the sending out of the Navy was a necessary consequence of 
the Santa Fé expedition. He said this argument required a 
great stretch of fancy. He said they were separate matters, 
and he should treat them as such. He said if he understood 
the matter, the great desideratum for this country, was to 
obtain a recognition of her independence from Mexico;. for, 
however weak and contemptible that nation appeared to us, 
and however incapable of troubling us, other nations did not 
so look upon her. Property in the country was looked upon 
as insecure.—People objected, and objected sensibly, to coming 
here and making investments. If then this was the desideratum, 
what was the course to be pursued to obtain it.— Had we not 
tried every means of treating? Had we not obtained the 
powerful mediation of England? And tkis [sic] was not all— 
had we not even given our consent to purchase it? If this was 
an evidence of the high value of a peace to us, and all our 
efforts to obtain had failed, should we not take other steps to 
effect our object? f 

The course that Mexico was pursuing was one very detri- 
mental to Texas, but not at all so to herself. It injured her in 
no wise. The nominal existence of the war served ‘her rulers 
as a pretext for extorting money from the people, and for 
maintaining a standing army. He did not believe that even they 


122 | JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


would attack us again. They knew too well the result of such 
a struggle. If then it was of so much importance to us to 
obtain this recognition, and so little to her, and we were unable 
to obtain it by negotiation, should we not endeavor to get it 
in some other way. It was of no use for us to attempt an 
invasion by land. Such a thing he believed to be visionary. 
He thought the country generally so considered it. But if we 
could use our Navy, we could cripple her power. He said that 
the Navy ought to stay at sea. It was there free of expense 
to us, and the expense of keeping it in ordinary was very- 
great. It had better go to sea even at our own expense, than 
to lay in ordinary. It was liable when laid up to rot— We- 
had already tried one experiment in that way. We had pur- 
‘chased the Potomac and let her lay at Galveston until she 
. rotted, and he believed she was now at the bottom of the Gulf. 
He said we had purchased some four or five vessels of war, 
and then had laid them up in ordinary. He said’ we had been 
at great expense in fitting out a Navy, paying for officers and 
men, and other heavy expenses, and struck not one blow. He 
described the defenceless condition of the coast of Mexico, and 
said it carried on an extensive coasting trade in small vessels, 
which were liable to annihilation—— He asked if this would not 
annoy Mexico, and be a,great injury to her, without any expense 
to ourselves. In assisting Yucatan do we merely assist her— 
do we not benefit ourselves? If only to assist her perhaps it 
would be better to recall the Navy. The Gentleman spoke of ' 
the populousness of Yucatan—said it would be weakening 
Mexico to lose her, and rendered our chances of success more 
certain. It was not probable she would invade Texas, but she 
would invade Yucatan. She could not invade Yucatan by land, 
but would have to do it by sea. Yucatan was inaccessible by 
land. He said this was the way in which Santa Anna had 
before attacked her. The Gentleman here read a letter of Col. 
Bee, giving information that Santa Anna had sent on $25,000, 
in gold, to N. York, for the purchase of a Navy. He said Santa 
Anna had himself declared the same, and that he would soon 
have a Navy that would drive the ridiculous little Navy of 
Texas and Yucatan from the Gulf. We had the same informa- 
tion from Peraza. Shall we see such a Navy, then, equal to 
our own, and wait until it comes along the coast, before we 
make any preparations to repel it, and prevent its opération. 
He said no—that it was an object to us to have our Navy out. 
If Yucatan was successful, and the party she belonged to shod 
regain power in Mexico, she would recognize our independence. 
She would be bound by every principle of honor to do so; but 
if we should refuse to co-operate, we could expect nothing from 
them. They would say, when we wanted help, you refused us. 
If we did not make common cause, we could not expect recogni- 
tion when they came into power. They would say—we will 
pursue the same blighting course which has retarded your 
growth and ruined your people. You would not help us when 
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you might have done so, and wi 

said if we kept out our Navy a e Gulf a aie fae = 
all revenue to Mexico by making use of the island Per 
along the coast, and carrying on'a contraband fade. “He Said 
it was well known that she collected no direct tax, and if w 

cut off her revenue we humbled her, and then he said we mi ht 
by extortion procure the recognition of our independence amen 
we could not otherwise get it. The Gentleman from Washington ` 
said Yucatan had no navy to co-operate with us; but he reads 
in the newspapers that they had one brig and two schooners 
Peraza represented the same, and thought that Navy about 
equal to our own. He said the Yucatecos did not consider their 
Navy alone sufficient; and therefore they wanted our assistance 

He would now consider the law of last Congress for laying 
up the navy, and he thought it a curious compound. (The 
gentleman here read the law.) Now Sir if an army of 20,000 
men were on the Medina or Nueces, of what use would it be 
to send out a fleet. How would they cheek an army on land. 
Our vessels could never be ‘sent out till they had first been to 
New Orleans to refit, and the President would have been 
criminally negligent, if he had waited until he saw the Mexican 
fleet coming before he ordered out. the Navy. : The law had 
been enacted at a time when every body expected peace. The 
mediation of England had been -promised, and every body 
supposed it would be effectual. Under such circumstances the 
law had been passed. The promised mediation proved of no 
avail, and under the new aspect-of things the President ordered 
ee out, and the gentleman contended that he had done 
right. 

Mr. Cooke said, 

That whenever a question was presented for the consideration 
of the House, he thought it would be well first to consider 
whether it was expedient for the House to entertain the ques- 
tion. This question presented itself to the House in such light 
as, in his opinion, to preclude the House from acting upon it, 

The Constitution gave to the President, in the most ample 
and complete manner, the power to enter into treaty stipula- 
tions, which were then subject to the action of the Senate. 

If an agent of a foreign Government presented himself for 
the purpose of negociating a treaty, to the Executive and the 
Senate belonged the power to act in the matter. 

The House had no right to enquire ‘into it. l 

The -people of Yucatan were like ourselves, driven by the 
despotism of the mother country from their political connexion, 
they had declared themselves a Government de facto, and their 
pen was stich a one as to warrant a treaty between us and 

er. 

He said that Yucatan had a navy, an army—a government ` 
and a population much greater than our own, and that she 
was carrying on a government in a manner much better than 
we had, that she was our superior in wealth and population. 
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Under this state of things Yucatan had sent us proposals 
for a treaty of co-operation, and the Executive had examined 
the proposals, and with the Senate, would conclude upon the 
matter. The subject was improperly before this House. 

We were told that because Yucatan was not an established 
and acknowledged: Government, that we should have spurned 
her proposals. He asked if the countries beyond the great 
Atlantic had not entered into treaties with the United States 
of the North, when she was in the position of Yucatan, and if 
Holland did not loan to her 2,000,000 of dollars at that very 
time. 

Had we not precedent sufficient to authorize the course we 
had taken—was it not warranted by the laws of nations. 

When the proposals were laid before the Senate, it would 
decide upon all this. 

What the President had done was done by virtue of the 
powers confided to him by the Constitution, and the House 
could not enquire into it. 

He said, it seemed to him that some other motive than the 
apparent one, had influenced and prompted all this movement, 
that he was disposed to resist this impression that his generous 
feelings so disposed him, but he was forced to that conclusion 
by the evidences before him, fairly pushed into it, he must 
adopt it. He said the President had toiled on through his term 
of service, and performed the duties incumbent upon him with 
how much expediency or integrity, gentlemen might appreciate 
differently. He was now about to pass from his station, he 
would have no longer the distribution of favors, but he (Mr. 
Cooke) cared not; as in 1839, his voice should be found upon 
the side of Justice, and against the disposition to assail a 
departing officer. 

He said the Santa Fé expedition must stand upon its own 
merits, that it had no connection with this subject, and if gen- 
tlemen wished to arraign the President for his conduct in it, 
let them present it to this House in the only proper form it 
could come before them, and as the Constitution prescribed. 

Mr. Cooke here went into a descriptive account of the Con- 
vention of Panama, and the part taken in it by the United 
States of the North, by the action of its President. He drew 
from this an argument in favor of the constitutional powers 
[of] the President, and showed by a reference to the proceed- 
ings ‘of the House of Representatives of the United States 
how very cautious they were in interfering with the prerogatives 
of the President. 

And now, Sir, said Mr. Cooke, as to the policy of this act 
of the Executive, which had been so bitterly commented on, 
we will take this law of last session, Sir,.and however crude 
its conception may have been, however hasty its legislation 
into existence, however indefinite in its character,—still it was 
a law, and he was disposed to have it obeyed, and he said it 
had not been violated. Mr. Cooke here endeavored to show 
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that the contingency contemplated by the law had presented 
itself. . 

He wanted to know how much longer the wretched people 
of the West were to endure the sacking of their towns, the 
plunder of their property and the carrying off of their citizens: 
how much longer was it to be subject to devastation and gen- 
tlemen to contend that we were not invaded? The gentleman 
went on to paint a vivid picture of the suffering and misery 
of the people of the West, and exclaimed in . forcible terms 
against the policy which would permit this state of things. 
The gentleman contended that we had already been invaded; 
he said that Mexico had declared and published a blockade of 
our whole coast, and that other nations would suppose the 
actual existence and enforcement of the blockade, unless we 
had otherwise demonstrated. He contended that, under these 
circumstances, the ordering out of the Navy was necessary and 
proper. The gentleman, in further illustration of his positions, 
contended that as the Constitution had made the President the 
commander-in-chief of the army and navy, that Congress had 
no right to interfere with that command; he said that they had 
no right to dictate to him that he should battle at one time 
or another; that he should do this thing, or not do that; he 
said that his order.in the direction of these matters was final 
and uncontrollable; he said it was true that he could not stand 
upon the deck of a ship and say hoist this sail or that, but 
still that his general command was absolute; that it was given 
him by the Constitution, and that Congress could do nothing to 
restrict it; that so long as we had one or the other, he had 
the right to control them, and the only way to prevent it was 
to legislate them out of existence. 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, Dec. 10. [1841] 


House met—roll called—quorum present—journals of preced- 
ing day read and adopted.” 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the President was requested to 
furnish the House with copies of all correspondence between 
the Texian Chargé d’. Affaires at Paris and the French Gov- 


ernment. ; 
On Motion of Mr. Van Ness, the following Committees were 


appointed :— 

Committee to make arrangements for the Inauguration— 
Messrs. Parker, of Fort Bend, Raymond and Wood. 

Committee to wait on the President——Messrs. Van Ness, 
Hunter-and Head. u 

Committee to wait on the President and Vice-President elect 
—Messrs. Van Zandt, McConnell and Grimes. 

Mr. Wood introduced a bill to suspend the printing of the 
laws in Spanish; read 1st time. 


“The roll call for this session is not given. 
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Bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue patents in certain cases; read 3d time and passed.* 

Bill to provide for the distribution of the laws and journals; 
read 2d time.” 

The resolutions for the recall of the Navy being under con- 
sideration— 

Mr. Wood said, 

He had intended no remarks upon this occasion, but as he 
was actuated by pure motives in the course he should pursue, 
he would say enough to justify the vote he should give. He 
would not impugn the motives of others, but he differed with 
some gentlemen on this question—which he thought of vital 
interest to the country. He said Gentlemen contended that 
the President had no right to treat with Yucatan; he contended 
that Yucatan was free and independent, and that a treaty with 
her was right and proper. Gentlemen were not disposed to 
consider this compact a treaty; he did not care whether it was 
called a treaty or an agreement.—He said the question was 
whether the agreement was a matter of expediency or not. 
He was of the opinion that it was. He thought the President 
had done his duty and acted wisely. Gentlemen had said this 
country was responsible for any depredations committed by the 
navy;'he denied this position. He said if any wrong was 
committed, the flag under which it was committed was respon- 
sible. Gentlemen had denied the right to treat without an 
acknowledgment of independence. He said no such thing as 
a recognition of independence ever had been known until the 
instance of the United States—He said that prior to that 
time, if a people rebelled, and their former sovereign had been 
unable to conquer them, he left them, and they maintained their 
freedom; but there had been no recogniti[o]n, and Yucatan had 
so rebelled. He alluded to the inconsistency of Gentlemen: 
at one time they said Mexico was unable to annoy us, and 
referred to the statements of Arista to sustain them; from 
this they changed to support other parts of their argument, and 
descanted upon the power of Santa Anna and referred to the 
letters of Mr. Packenham, that Mexico had powéxsful means 
within herself, and that if we coerced her to it, she would 
seriously injure us. Arista had made a different statement, 
and said she kept up a show of hostility without the means 
or the disposition to enter into active hostilities. The Gentle- 
men said Santa Anna would treat with Gen. Houston. All this 
was inconsistent. Gentlemen said that the Yucatecos would 
- treacherously capture our navy, which was in their power; 
in the next breath they said 300 marines could lay waste the 
whole coast of Mexico. Yet our navy had more men than these 

This reads as follows in The Weekly Tesian, December 15, 1841: The Dill 
directing the patenting of lands, although.the taxes had not been paid, was called 
up on motion of Mr. Raymond. An amendment was made that the bill take ef- 
fect from and after its passage, and the bill passed. 

The Journal to this point is taken from the report in the Austin City Gazette, 


December 15, 1841; the report for the remainder of the morning session is from 
the Daily Bulletin, December 13, 1841. 
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te prevent it: he could not comprehend this sort of reasoning. 
He said, Gentlemen tell you that Congress should direct the 
navy—that Congress should control it. He doubted the power 
of Congress to lay up the navy when we were at war. He 
l said the West was subject to constant depredations, and yet 
Gentlemen said there was peace. Gentlemen contended that 
we had no right to notice a paper blockade—no right to oppose 
it. -He wanted to know when they would prepare to prevent 
an actual blockade. He wanted to know if the President was 
to see the proclamation of blockade, and yet take no steps to 
prevent it; make no preparations until they came on, and 
have no body to oppose the landing of their troops. He must 
not notice the publications, according to the argument of Gen- 
. tlemen. He contended that the President had acted right—that 
hostilities had existed, and still existed. What had we to expect 
from Santa Anna? No more than we had from Bustamente. 
He did not believe we had much to expect from either. He said 
we had takefi‘ the right course; we had sent out a fleet at the 
expense of the enemy. The Gentleman from.Harris had spoken 
of the cotton-fields, and the farm-houses. He said these were 
to be found where that Gentleman lived, and where he lived; 
but they were not to be found in the West. Gentlemen had. 
talked of the existence of peace, but he was unable to compre- 
hend such a peace. If is [it] was a p Ace, it was of a kind 
that brought much pain and difficulty KDon the people.—Gen- 
tlemen had also introduced foreign matter into this discussion. 
He contended that it was very wrong to do so for the purpose 
of aggravating and exciting feeling upon this question. The 
Santa Fé expedition had nothing to do with this question, and 
that if the Executive had transcendéd propriety in that affair, 
it should not be mixed up with this question. 

House adjourned to 3 o’clock, P.. M. 

Í 3 o'clock, p. m. 

House met—roll called—quorum present.” 

“Mr. Darnell presented the petition of Philipa Sublett and 
Sam Houston, which was referred to the committee on Public 
Lands.” 

Bill for the relief of Capt. Thos. N. Greer and his company; 
after proposed amendments in favor of other companies in 
Fannin, Fayette, and Bexar, which were all rejected, and after 
much debate, was engrossed.” ` 


The two sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly Tesian, Decem- 

ae 1841. aa os à a , 
e petition has not been foun g 

This saraBTaDh and the one preceding are from the report in The Weekly 
Texian, December 15, 1841. From this point the rest of the journal for this day 
is taken from the Daily Bulletin, December 13, 1841. aa 

Jones of Gonzales offered the following amendments to the bill: 

Also Capts. Rabb & Dawson’s companies who served under Col. Jno. H. Moore 
against the Camanche Indians in the fall of 1840— : ; 

‘Also the claims of the volunteers under Major Geo T, Howard in campaign 
against the Camanche Indians in fall of the year 1840. es 

Smith submitted the following amendment, which was withdrawn. 

Capt Mark R. Roberts Capt Daniel R Jackson & Capt Joseph Sowell. 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2318. Endorsed: 68 6 Bill for the releif of Capt 
Thos N B Greer and his Company, called into service by order of the President— 
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Joint resolutions to recall the Navy under consideration— 
Mr. Van Zandt said, 


He had not expected to ask the indulgence of the House to 
any remarks of his upon this question, but from the range the 
debate had taken, he would give his views upon the question. 
It would be recollected that the Gentleman from Washington 
had moved to strike off the preamble from these resolutions, 
which motion he had supported. The House, in its wisdom, had 
refused to do this. He had then taken the position that the 
House should not pass a censure upon the Executive. He now 
thought the language of that preamble was not so strong as 
he at first supposed it, and that it did not amount to a censure 
of the Executive. 

[The Gentleman here read the preamble]” 

Whereas his Excellency the President in his Message of the 
3rd of Novr has informed Congress that an order has been 
issued by him authorizing the immediate cooperation of the 
Navy of Texas with that of Yucatan against Mexico—which 
countries according to all the principles of Warfare must be 
our enemies: and “whereas in the opinion of Congress, it is 
impolitic in this Government, which is now in a state of Warfare 
to cripple her state of defence for the purpose of assisting other 
countries in forming new Governments before her own is fully 
established: and whereas in the opinion of Congress, the policy 
of Texas in her present embarassed condition, should be strictly 
that of a defencive [sic] and not offencive [sic] Warfare with 
Mexico:—and whereas from the reading of the message of his 
Excellency the President it appears that the order of the 
President authorizing the cooperation of the Navy of Texas 
with that of Yucatan is without any law authorizing the same 
and believing that an immediate action upon the subject by 
Congress the order of the President may be countermanded in 
time to prevent the cooperation with Yucatan—Therefore—Be 
it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Fexas in Congress assembled That his Excellency 
be and he is hereby required to order the immediate recal[l] 
of the Navy of Texas from the cooperation with Yucatan and 
that the same be laid up in ordinary as the Law directs until 
otherwise ordered by Congress—* 

He said he did not think this language should be disagreeable 
to any officer of the Government. - 
He entertained different views from Gentlemen opposite, 
and considered no subject more plain, and no position more 
tenable, than the right of the House to consider and pass upon 
this question. The President had said that, this arrangement 
&c Read ist. time Nov 13 Read 2 time Nov 15 refd to Claims & Accts ordered 

to be Engd. Dec 10th Report favourable Hnerossed Tho H Hord E. C. H R. 

The brackets throughout the debate are in the newspaper report. 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2315. Endorsed: 67 Joint Resolution for the re- 
cal[l] of the Navy Read ist time Nov 13 Read 2 time Nov 15 refd Special 
Comt Darnelli—Cooke Robinson—-Williamson Van Zandt—Wynns Mayfield— 


Hewett Jones of Galveston Special order for Dec 9th Rejected by refusing to 
Engross—Dec 15 1841. 
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had not progressed so far but that it might be stopped. He had 
not said stopped by the Senate. He (Mr. Van Zandt) had 
no doubt that the matter was fairly before the House. He 
would enquire how this navy was set afloat; how the House 
took the subject under consideration previously. He said that 
Congress had passed a resolution, session before last, placing 
it within the discretion of the Executive to lay it up in ordinary, 
and at the last session they had bounded the discretion of the 
President. 

[The gentleman here read the law of last Congress directing 
the navy to be laid up]* 


Now, Sir, I hold that the President sent the navy to Yucatan 
in contravention of law. He was ordered to lay it up: all but one 
vessel for harbor service; but in case of an armed vessel appear- 
ing upon the coast, he was to employ, not an additional number 
of vessels, but an additional number of officers and seanian 
for the vessel then in service. He considered this as plain 
as the noon-day sun. Had he complied with the law? 

The Gentleman said he would examine this agreement with 
Yucatan, and see what it was. Early in the Spring, the Presi- 
dent addressed a letter to the Governor of Yucatan, expressing 
friendly views and a disposition to co-operate with them [Read 
the letter. ] l 

He would enquire, then, to whom these overtures had been 
made; to the people of Yucatan. -And who .were the people 
of Yucatan? They were an integral, part of Mexico. It was 
true that civil strife had reigned over the land—that there 
was difficulty between Yucatan and the General Government, 
but she was at that time a portion of Mexico. He asked, by 
what prerogative the President had the right to address this 
letter to them. He asked if the position of the two countries 
warranted it. He said it was contrary to law. Even if lawful, 
what right had Yucatan to enter into a treaty. Several things 
were required to make a valid treaty. In the first place, the 
parties must be independent, and Yucatan not having declared 
her independence, was not qualified to make a treaty; but 
admitting that she was competent to contract, the President 
of this country was not authorized to contract with her. What 
was the nature of this contract,—was it not a treaty to carry 
on a war? What right had the President of this country, to 
make any arrangement. of that description. He was acting 
without ‘the authority of the nation. 

What was the true state of things? There was news upon 
news, brought here last winter to induce Congress to invade 
Mexico; he feared some of it was created not far from here. 
` But this House had stamped its disapprobation upon it. But 
the President had attempted to carry out the principle which’ 
the House had refused to sanction, and involve the nation in 
a war. 


ere ic of Texas, Fourth Congress, 190; Laws of the Republic 
of Towa, ajir Gonoress, Detar : Gammel, The Laws of Texas, TI, 364, 569-71. . 
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The Gentleman here read the letter of Martin F. Peraza to 
the President, and argued from it that Peraza came here with 
authority from the Governor of Yucatan only, and not from 
its Congress, and that he had no power to make treaties, but 
that he came here from the urgent necessity of the case, the 
Governor wishing the immediate co-operation of our navy. 

He said that letter was not the only evidence that Peraza 
was not invested with the power to make a treaty. [Gentle- 
men here read the letter of the Governor of Yucatan to the 
President, delivered by Peraza.] He said there could not have . 
been language more conclusive that Peraza was not sent to 
make a treaty, but as soon as Congress met, he, the Governor, 
would lay the case before them. 

He said, even if Yucatan was an independent nation, he 
was not authorized to treat; but admitting that he (Peraza) 
had that power, he asked if the President of this country had 
the power to carry out the provisions of such a treaty, without. 
the sanction of the treaty-making power. What does it mean? 
Does the Constitution contemplate an authority of this kind? No. ` 
Sir. Then, Mr. Speaker, I hold that it was not a treaty—that 
it had not the proper contracting parties. 


The gentleman here took up the history of the Panama Mis- ~ 
sion, a case the gentleman from Travis had referred to as a 
precedent for the action of the President upon this occasion. 
The gentleman went into the detail of this mission, and the 
conduct of the President of the United States relative to it, 
and contended that it was not a case in point. He said that 
the President of the United States had obtained the sanction 
of the Senate before proceeding in that affair; but in this 
case, our navy was gone before the sanction of the Senate was 
obtained. But Sir, (he said) when gentlemen find their posi- 
tions are not correct, they contend that circumstances justified 
the measure. It was by some contended that the exigency had 
arisen. The gentleman from Travis had contended that Yucatan 
was authorized to make treaties previous to declaring her 
independence, and to send agents for such purposes, and had 
instanced other nations in support of his position, particularly 
the United States. He said that previous to the instances, to 
which the gentleman had alluded, a declaration of independence 
had been made, and they were then authorized to contract. 
The question with established governments, in these cases, was, 
were they able to sustain themselves, and until they were sat- 
isfied of this, they did not acknowledge them. 

The gentleman from Gonzales had contended that our object 
now is to obtain a recognition of our independence from Mexico, 
and that the object justified the means. Until now we had 
been at hostility with Mexico—we had found we should not 
obtain the recognition, and we had applied to Great Britain 
for her mediation, and we had made a treaty with her and 
were to have that mediation: but the ratification of the treaty 
had, by a protocol of conference, been put off until 1842. The 
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Gentleman said that we should have waited the result of that 
mediation. We should not suffer the faith of the nation to 
be jeopardized. We should not tell her we ask her mediation, 
and then seize an opportunity to stab our enemy to the vitals. 
He said England would now have the right to claim the pay- 
ment of the five millions that we were to pay for suecessful 
[ste] mediation, whether she succeeded or not. She might, 
with propriety say, that while the arrangement was pending 
we had taken an opportunity to draw a dagger and stab our 
enemy to the vitals. He said we should have waited for the 
mediation—that it had not yet been attempted; and he read 
letters of Mr. Packenham to sustain his position. He said we 
should not have played off this shuffling and dealing of cards— 
we should have abstained. The Gentlemen alluded to the vessels 
which were said to be building in New York for Santa Anna, 
and said the navy could not have been sent out to defend us 
against vessels which were yet upon the stocks. He said that 
argument was a petty sub[t]lerfuge. He said the excuses for 
sending off the navy. were false and palpable. He said if the 
President had desired to defend our northern frontier, which 
was exposed, that the money paid out to send off the navy, 
would have placed a post in every county. The gentleman 
descanted bitterly -upon the profligacy of the Administration. 
The gentleman said he had no acrimonious feelings toward. the 
Executive; that duty alone prompted the course he pursued, and 
that the power to dispense favors, made no difference with him. 
The gentleman spoke of the faithlessness of the Mexicans; he 
alluded to the fate of Fannin, and the probable fate of J ourdan 
had he not fought his way through the enemy. He said that 
all Mexicans were alike, and that they might treacherously de- 
liver over the navy to the enemy. The gentleman drew a picture 
of a wretched female, ragged and almost naked, with her chil- 
dren around her, wringing her hands in bitterness, on account 
of the money which had been drawn from her for taxes, and 
paid out to send the navy to Yucatan. He represented this 
female as calling upon the Government, in varied and pathetic’ 
terms, to know what had become of her money; whether they 
had paid off the national debt, or what they had done with it. 
The gentleman concluded by alluding to the outrage upon the 
Constitution, and portrayed the sealing it up and delivering it 
to the President as violated and useless, and declaring him 
Dictator. 

Mr. Dancy said,” ; . 

I have no wish to detain this House long in the discussion 
of the subject now before us, but as it is a question of so much 
importance to my country, I could not feel satisfied if I did 
not give the reasons which induce me to vote against the 
preamble and resolution. I hope this subject will be divested 
of all extraneous influences, and stand or fall by its own merits. 


Mr. Dancy’s speech is in the Daily Bulletin, December 14, 1841. 
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If I could believe that it would be good policy for this Govern- 
ment to recal[l] the navy, and not act in concert with the 
Republic of Yucatan, I would vote for the recall as willingly 
as any member in this House. But believing that such a 
course would be injurious to my country, I consider it my duty 
to vote against the resolution. 

Gentlemen on the opposite side of the question have said 
much about the violated laws of the country.—They have told 
this House that the navy was laid up in ordinary, and that no 
contingency had happened which could have justified the Presi- 
dent in sending it to sea. I stand on this floor, not as an 
apologist of the President, nor as his accuser, but to advocate 
that course which is best calculated to advance the prosperity 
of our infant Republic. 

I would ask those who are loudest in their denunciations, 
if our territory has not been invaded by, armed enemies? Have 
they not kidnapped and carried into captivity a citizen of our 
Republic? Have they not sacked Refugio, and robbed and mur- 
dered the inhabitants of that unprotected country? Still we 
hear from the opposite side of this House the cry of peace! 
peace! when there is no peace. Heavey. defend us from such 
peace! Do they wish us to fold our arms and remain in a 
state of inactivity until the enemy shall plant their daggers in 
our hearts, and die ingloriously, without lifting an arm in our 
own defence? 

I regard the policy of keeping our navy in ordinary as the 
worst which we could pursue with respect to it I have no 
wish to cast the slightest censure upon those who differ with 
me in opinion. In vain have I looked for a reason which could 
satisfy my mind that it is right to keep our navy in a state of 
inactivity. Our bonds for more than five hundred thousand 
dollars are in the hands of the liberal and generous individual 
who has furnished us our vessels. Was it to be supposed that 
those vessels would be kept in our harbors to decay at a heavy 
expense to the Government, or that they would be used as the 
most effectual means of securing the recognition of our inde- 
pendence by Mexico? 

Let us take a view of the relative positions of Texas and 
Mexico, when the President issued the order for our navy to 
co-operate with that of Yucatan against our common enemy. 
We had made every proposition which a just, honorable and 
magnanimous nation should do, and had been treated with con- 
tempt. When our Commissioner applied, during the last sum- 
mer, to the Mexican Government, through her Britannic 
Majesty’s Minister, to make a treaty of peace, and offered to 
assume the payment of one million of pounds sterling of the 
foreign debt of Mexico, what answer did he receive? He was 
told that they would not consent to a dismemberment of the 
territory of the Mexican Republic, and that they would never" 
“bind themselves to an act equivalent to the sanction and recogni- 
tion of slavery.” All hope of succeeding by a pacific policy 
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had vanished; news had reached this country tha i 

endeavoring to procure a navy which could drive that of Tes 
from the Gulf, and that they designed blockading our ports 
Yucatan had thrown off the Government of central Mexico, and 
driven every hostile foot from her soil. Mexico was preparing 
an expedition against Yucatan to reduce her to subjection. 
Peraza, as Commissioner from Yucatan, applied to Texas for 
assistance in order to prevent the contemplated invasion. He 
offered the means necessary to prepare the navy for active 
operations against Mexico as a common enemy. The proposi- 
tion was accepted, not merely to assist Yucatan, but to protect 
our commerce and maintain that ascendency upon the Gulf of 
Mexico which is essential to our prosperity. When we recollect 
that out vessels were decaying in our ha[r]bors, that the rigging 
was unfit for use, that the masts were liable to be carried away 
by even a slight gale, can we helieve [sic] that there was any 
violation of the spirit of our laws in anticipating the contem- 
plated movements of the Mexicans against this country? But 
we are told that we have no right to act in concert with Yucatan, 
because she is an integral part of Federal Mexico, and must 
be our enemy. And we are asked in triumph what is Mexico? 
and what is Yucatan? A set of faithless murderers the north- 
ern Mexicans have proved themselves to be, say gentlemen on 
the opposite side of the question, those of Yucatan are no better. 
Those gentlemen have as much confidence in Mexicans in gen- 
eral as I have. I will tell them, however, that there is a 
difference between the northern Mexicans and those of Yucatan, 
and that Yucatan cannot be an integral part of Federal Mexico, 
as that country is now stricken from the map of nations, and - 
Central Mexico occupies its place. Yucatan, as well as Texas, 
has refused to submit to the tyranny of that Government, and 
is now, as a distinct Republic, exercising all the functions of 
government herself, without regard to any other power. 

I would further tell those gentlemen that there are three 
distinct races of men in Mexico; the Spaniards and their de- 
cendants, the native Indians, and Africans with their different 
variations; that the most intelligent portion of the population 
is composed of those who are white, or have a large proportion 
of Caucassian [sic] blood in their veins; that the proportion 
of Indians and ignorant people’ is much larger in the States 
bordering on the Rio Grande than in Yucatan. There are many 
_ intelligent citizens in Yucatan who are determined to defend 
the liberty of their country, who are descendants of the bold 
and chivalrous mail-clad warriors who fought under the eye 
of the renowned Queen of: Castile, the worthy Isabella, „when 
the Moors made their last stand for empire in the city of 
Grenada [sic]. . se 

The lamented Zavala, ‘first Vice-President of the Republic 
of Texas, was a native of Yucatan, and an ardent friend of 
liberty. The difficulties growing out of the jealousies of the 
different races, fomented by designing individuals are not so 
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great in Yucatan as they are in many parts of Mexico. They 
have more intelligence and are more worthy of confidence than 
the northern Mexicans on the Rio Grande. Admit that they 
are the faithless wretches that they are described to be, their 
interest still makes them our friends. Admit that they are 
our enemies, and according to the laws of nations, we have a 
right to use them as a means to weaken a more powerful enemy; 
to keep up the Kilkenny cat-fight until they shall destroy each 
other. Like an young Hercules, we have a right to clip off the 
heads of the Hydra one by [one], and sear them with a hot iron, 
until it shall have no power to do us harm. But sir, Yucatan 
has every principle of interest, as well as honor, to induce her 
to remain true to her engagements. 


The gentleman on the opposite side of the question, have ` 
adopted a system of logic which I am unable to comprehend. 
They seem to have assumed the position that succeeding events 
depend upon, and are caused by those which precede them. We 
are told by the gentleman from Washington, that sending the 
navy to Yucatan was the legitimate offspring of the Santa Fé 
expedition. I can see no claims which the Santa Fé expedition 
has to paternity, but priority. As well might they tell me 
that an earthquake in South America had raised the price of 
Flour in New York, because the latter event succeeded the 
former. 

The gentleman from Harrison has pictured to this House a 
half-clad woman, with her almost naked children, exclaiming 
that she cannot pay taxes when the money is thus squandered in 
violation of the laws and Constitution of the country. I defy 
him to show that one cent more has been expended in sending 
the navy to sea than would have been spent in keeping it in 
ordinary. 

The gentleman from Harris thinks that sending the navy to 
Yucatan will bring ruin upon the country; that the plough-boy 
will no longer whistle his favorite tune at his daily labor; that 
the cotton-fields will not, as heretofore, whiten our beautiful 
prairies and unfold their rich treasures to the planter; that- 
the unfortunate negro will no longer be heard, singing his 
joyful songs; or, like a genuine Congo philosopher, repeating his 
well-known axiom, “if I never had come here, I never would 
have been here.” 

Not content with depicting to this House, an accumulation 
of horrors, which exist only in their distempered imaginations, 
they have called up the ghosts of the martyred Faanin [sic] 
and his brave compatriots, and now tell us that a similar fate 
awaits those gallant spirits who have gone to Yucatan—that 
they will likewise fall victims to Mexican perfidy and Mexican 
cruelty. Their fears are idle; our navy is under the command 
of our own Government, and of our own officers. .The wily 
Santa Anna will never be able to entrap the experienced officer — 
who commands the expedition. 
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It has been said that there are war men in this House. I 
am. as much opposed to war when it can be honorably avoided 
as any member of this House; but, Sir, when negotiation has 
become useless, when our overtures for peace have been spurned, 
and insult has been added to injury; when I see the loveliest 
portion of my country languishing and desolate on account. of 
the hostile attitude of .our vain, proud and imbecile enemy, 
my voice is then for War! Not for an invasion by land, be- 
cause we would only occommodate [sic] Mexico by destroying 
a population which will ever be troublesome to that distracted 
country whenever an artful demagogue shall excite them to 
rebellion, Let us attack her at her most vulnerable point :— 
attack her by sea, destroy her commerce and we destroy her 
revenue. She has no direct tax and is dependent on her custom- 
houses and forced loans for support; forced loans must soon 
cease. Deprive her of her revenue and she dies for want of 
sustenance. With a coast depending upon foreign nations for 
support, war will then be presented to her in its most horrid 
form, and she will be forced into a recognition of our inde- 
pendence. 


I have ever admired the course of republican France when 
Europe was in arms against her. When Bonaparte took com- 
mand of the army of Italy he turned the left wing of the Alps, 
fought the battle of Monte Notte, and after the most brilliant 
succession of victories recorded in history, he had Italy and 
Austria at his feet, the horrors of war far removed from the 
limits of Frnnce [sic], and peace at his command. 

Encouraged by an example so illustrious, let us use the 
means which we have under our ¢ontrol to annoy our perfidious 
and vindictive adversary. Let us make her feel some of the 
evils which have heretofore afflicted us; let us keep our navy on 
the Mexican coast, and lay every town, village and hamlet under 
contribution, until our independence is. recognized by the Mexi- 
ean Government. . The more violent the storm, the shorter will 
be its duration; and when the. hurricane of war shall have 
passed, and our sky shall have been cleared of the clouds which 
have so long obscured it, we will be able to enjoy a succeeding 
peace with all its happy and glorious results. 

On motion, the House adjourned until Monday morning.” 


MONDAY MORNING, Dec. 18. [1841]" 


House met—Roll called.—Present Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, 
Brown, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Hewett, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, 
Latimer, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, 
Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Van Zandt, William- 
son, Wood, and Wynns. 


s’This paragraph is taken from the report in the Austin City Gazette, December 


15, 1841. : 5 > 

sThé j f this day is taken from the Daily Bulletin, December 14, 1841, 
there See ae Tepot in ne Austin City Gazette. The journal is also in The 
Weekly Tesian, December 22, 1841. 
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Message from the Exéeutive, enclosing information requested 
of the House, and returning the bill to abolish certain offices, 
etc., with his signature; also the correspondence between our 
Chargé at Paris and the French Government.” 


Mr. Van Zandt offered the following resolution: Resolved, 
that a committee of three be appointed to wait on the Rev. 
R. E. B. Baylor and request him te attend the meeting of the 
Senate and House of Representatives at 11 o’clock, A. M., to 
perform: divine service previous to th[e] valedictory of his 
Exc[e]llency the President, and the inaugural address of the 
President elect. Adopted. The Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Porter, Fowler and Jones of Galveston, said Committee. 


Mr. Raymond presented the pet[iltion of A. E 
Mr. McConnell presented the petition of J. T. O. Riley, which 
were severally referred.” 


After some other business of no general interest, 
adjourned until 11 o’clock, A. M. 


At 11, the House met pursuant to adjournment, in the rear of 
the Capitol, where a covered platform had been erected for the 
ceremonies of the inauguration; back and above which, were 
flags of the battalions taken at San Jacinto, and in the centre 
the portrait of Austin. An awning had been stretched over 
head, and chairs were ranged around for the members of the 
Senate and House, and the ladies. On the platform were seated 
the President pro tem. of the Senate, and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. The rolls of the respective Houses 
were called, and shortly after the committees to whom it had 
been assigned to wait upon the President, and upon the Presi- 
dent and Vice President elect, made their appearance accom- 
panied by those functionaries, and Mr. Potter of the committee 
to wait upon the President, reported the performance of his 
duty; and the presence of the President, who was invited by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives to take a seat upon 
the platform. Mr. Martin, of the committee to wait on the 
President and Vice President elect, announced their presence, 
and they were also invited to take seats upon the platform. 
Judge Eves, the Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States, was 
invited to a seat. The Travis Guards, who had acted as an 
escort, then filed off before the platform, and the Hon. R. E. B. 
Baylor who had been introduced by the committee appointed 


sThe message has not been found. 

This paragraph and the one preceding are from the report in The Weekly 
Texian, December 22, 1841. 

Arthur Eldridge, a citizen of Milam County, obtained a certificate from the board 
of land commissioners of Washington County for two-thirds of a league and a 
labor of land as an augmentation to his headright for marrying previous to the 
first day of January, 1840, which certificate was rejected by the travelling board 
of land commissioners. He arrived in the country as a volunteer and on June 
12, 1836, joined a company of volunteers commanded by the Honorable G. A. 
Parker, now a member of the House of Representatives. He became the head 
of a family in October, 1839. Eldridge prayed Congress to confirm and make 
valid said claim or any other relief which might be just and proper. Dated 
Caldwell, Milam Cty Novr. ist 1841 Endorsed: 111 Petition of A. Eldridge To 
Congress for 2/3 of a league and one Labor of land P Lands Dec. 13. Memorials 
and Petitions. j 

The petition of J. T: O'Reilly has not been found. 
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by the House in the morning Session, rose in compliance with 


the resolution of the House to ask the divine blessing upon the 
solemn ceremonies of the occasion. 


The Hon. gentleman said that upon all important occasions 
of a similar character, it had been customary among civilized 
nations. to offer up a prayer for the approval of the Almighty. 
He then in a lengthy supplication to the Most High, asked the 
kindly protection of that Power for all around, and for the 
well being of the country. 


The Speaker then: rose and addressed the President elect, 
informed him that he would administer the oath of office, and 
that the assembled Representatives of the people would listen 
to any inaugural address which he might think proper to make. 
Gen. Houston was then sworn into office, reading the oath 
himself, and delivered his inaugural address. 


At the very instant the oath was taken, the firing of artillery 
commenced at the arsenal. A telegraphic arrangement had 
been made, so that there was scarcely a divisible space of 
time between the oath and the booming of the first gun. The 
PA was very fine, the arrangement not being generally under- 
stood. ; 


The President then rose and delivered an address at some 
length, which we expect to present to our readers to-morrow. 

After the delivery of the address, the Vice President was 
sworn in by the President pro tem. of the Senate, and then the 
whole adjourned.” 


“TUESDAY, Dec. 14, 1841. 


House met—roll called—present—Messrs. Speaker Bowers, 
Brown, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Dennis, Fowler, Forbes, Grimes, 
Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Kuykendall, Latimer, McConnell, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker 
of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Usher, 
Van Zandt, Wood, and Wynns—quorum present—journals read: 
and adopted. 

Committee on claims and accounts reported favorably on pe- 
tition of Wm. Young: unfavorably on petition of G. A. 
Sandifer ;* favorably on petition of Armistead Bennett and 
Thomas Lagow.” 


“See Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, T, 114-115. 

After adjournment, according to the Daily Bulletin, December 14, 1841, the 
Travis Guards proceeded to the Eberly House to partake of some refreshments. 
Generals Houston, Lamar, and Burleson, were oie on ra toasts: Gen. Houston 

ave—"“Citiz oldiers, and soldier citizens.” pplause. . * 
$ Gen. aner proposed, “A union of all honest men. for the good of the country. 
3 cheers. i E E 

Gen. Burl , “A speedy return to Wm. G. Cooke and his companions.” 6 cheers. 

The abort: Fs with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2328. Endorsed: 163 
A Bil for the relief of William Young Read ist time Dee 14 Peai 2 ne wee 
16 ordered to be Eng Engrossed am oe Bo H Hord Eng.. o f 
Re tt n Clames—Read Ist time. | Pr 

E wan une ee report reads: no evidence of validity of the claim 
3 ihe yep h t been found 

e as not been found. . 

“The Sa is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. n Pado on Pa T 

Bill for the releif of Armistead Bennett & Thos Lagow Rea st. ti 
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COMMITTEE Room Decr. 1lith 1841 


Hon K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of H. of R 

The committee on Clames & accounts to whom was Referd 
the Clame of William Young, have Instructed me to Report in 
favour of the Clame and Recommend the pasage of the following 


Joint Resolution 
ISAAC PARKER Carman [sic]. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled 


That the Auditor be and he is hereby required to audit the 
Clame of William Young for supplies furnished Capt. J oseph 
Daniels company in the year 1888. to the amount of forty five 
dollars and Twenty four cents in full for said Account 


COMMITTEE Room Decr. 11th, 1841 


Hon K L ANDERSON Speaker of H of R— 


The committee on clames & accounts to whome was Referd 
the Clame of Armsted Bennett and Thos. Lagow—have In- 
structed me to Report. That after a careful examination of 
said Clame, beleave it to be Just. Therefore Recommend the 
pasage of the following Joint Resolution 

ISAAC PARKER Chairman 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled— 


That the Auditor be and he is hereby authorised and Required 
to audit the Clame of Armsted Bennett, and thomas Lagow for 
five Hundred and sixty five dollars for supplies furnished the 


Army in the year 1839—proper returns thereof not having 
been made— 


Select committee reported favorably on .petition of Peggy 
Rankin” 


Committee on the Judiciary reported that they were unable 
to agree upon the bill to repeal the act prohibiting forced sale 


Read 2 time Dec 16 ordered to be Engd Engd. sa 
Endorsed: Report of Committee on Clames D Anjo Raay ist berda E. C. H. R. 
Armistead Bennett and Thomas Lagow furnished supplies to the army in 1839, 
but in consequence of the officers of the government having failed to make their 
returns, they could not get their pay without an act of Congress for their relief. 
Supplies were furnished to Captain G. H. Harrison’s company in the Cherokee 
service, Captain Solomon Adams’ company, Houston County Rangers, to Major 
Waters’ command, to H. Landers, commissioner of subsistence in 1839. The 


petition is endorsed: Petition of Armistead Bennett Clames & Acets Dee Tth. 


Memorials and Petitions. Armistead Bennett and Thomas Lagow had a claim 


against the government for $565 for su 
trolier’s Military Service eais supplies furnished the army in 1839. Comp- 


prhe report has, not been found. 

Peggy Rankin o ontgomery County wa 

Liney and her three children. Liney haa See Ca Treial, paulatto woman named 
such labor as was generally performed 
and obedient and remarkably kind to her mistress in her 

she could not long survive and being anxious to reward Meee. kindness and 
obedience, Peggy Rankin petitioned Congress to permit her to emancipate the 
slave. Her heirs were ready and willing to enter i igati opo 


: i à mulatto: woma d i 
becoming a public charge. -Addr : man and her children, from 
Austin City Texas. Endorsed t Tie bettie, ass P rimos House of Representatives 
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of slaves, and'asking leave to return the bill to the House without 
a report 2 leave granted. 

The select committee to whom was referred the -petition of 
M [H] Kloppenburgh, reported favorably. 


Resolution adopted returning thanks to the Hon. G. A. Parker, 
for his services as chairman of the committee of arrangements 
for the Inauguration. 


The correspondence between our Chargé at Paris, and the 
French Government, in relation to the difficulty with Mr. 
Saligny, was read, and, after some debate 250 copies of the 
correspondence were ordered to be printed. ` 

Motion supported by. Messrs. Mayfield, Morris and Porter, 
and opposed by Messrs. Forbes and Van Zandt. Ayes and noes 
were called for on the motion and stood thus—ayes 23, noes 9: 
earried and printing ordered.” 

Communication from the Executive, enclosing statements of 
money borrowed by this Government, and showing the uses to 
which it had been applied, was read and referred to the com- 
mittee on the state of-the Republic. 

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, moved that 250 copies of the Mes- 
sage and accompanying documents be printed. 

Motion supported by Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, and opposed 
by Messrs. Forbes, Wood, and Grimes. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes the message and documents were 
referred to the committee on the State of the Republic.“ 

Communication from the Secretary of State in relation to a 
mandate of the House of Representatives, denying the authority 
of the House to direct the immediate. advisers of the Executive. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE” 
AUSTIN. Novr 29th 1841. 
To the Hon. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES— 
SIR— 
I this morning received through the hands of the Chief Clerk 
of the House of Representatives a copy of a resolution in these 
words viz :— 7 
“Resolved that the thanks of the House are due and they 
are hereby tendered to William Kennedy Esar the distinguishd. 
auther [sic] of a work entitled “Texas, the rise, progress, and. 
prospects of the Republic of Texas,” for his very liberal present 
of his valuable work to the House of Representatives of the 
mothe report has not been found. WopreMinvestigation. of the’custom houses at 
the Ports of Calhoun, Matagorda, and Linnville from March 18, to April 30, 1841, 
at $5.00 per day. He held several offices in the Treasury Department—special 


i ; - in the office of the 
agent, book-keeper and chief clerk; he was also book-keeper in 
Commissioner Of Revenue. Comptroller’s Civil Service Records. per 22, 1841 
“This paragraph is from the report in The Weekly Texian, December 22, l. 
“Neither the message nor the communication has been found. This paragrap! 
and the two preceding are from the report in The Weekly Texian, December 22, 
184 


Department of State, Letter Book No.. 1, November 1836-January 1942, pp. 
251-254, . 
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Republic of Texas, and that the Secty of State be requested to 
transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Kennedy”.— 

The request in the foregoing resolution, must be construed 
as mandatory, otherwise the intentions of the House might be 
defeated by the mere whim or caprice of the Secretary of State, 
even though the competency of the House to act within the 
scope of the resolution, might be indisputed.—Regarding it 
then, as the mandats of the House, the question arises—has that 
body the constitutional right, acting in its separate capacity, 
to lay its commands upon the Secretary of State, to execute 
its bidding, in a manner totally disconnected with its legislative 
functions? 

That the Office of Secretary of State is an arm of the Execu- 
tive branch of the Government, is so well understood that I need 
only advert to it; and that the — Executive is, within his. 
sphere of action, entirely independent of the Legislative branch 
of the Government, is equally clear. : 


His duties are defined in the constitution and in the laws 
passed in conformity with the constitution; and neither House 
of Congress, has any more right to add to those duties, or 
to take away any power which has legally been confer[r]Jed 
upon him, than he would have to encroach upon their preroga- 
tive-—They are each independent, the one of the other. 


The framers of our constitution so intended it, and so ex- 
pressed it.—One of the prerogatives of the President, confered 
on him by the Constitution, is, that he should appoint, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, a Secretary of State, and 
such other heads of Executive appointments as may be estab- 
lished by law.—When once made, these different officers con- 
stitute a portion of the Executive power of the Government— 
bearing the same relation to the President, as the branches do 
to the tree—deriving their vitality from, and performing all 
of their functions through him.—He is the channel through 
whom all communications to [and] from them, must flow.—In 
contemplation of law, every act of one of the heads of Depart- 
ent, is the act of the President, for it is his duty to “see that 
the laws are executed”, and that he may “see” it, it is his 
privilege, as well as his duty, to direct the how and the when. 

_I am aware that the practice of this country has been, for 
either House of Congress to call directly upon the heads of 
Departments for any information they may desire, and it has 
always, I believe, been given without questioning the authority 
which demanded it.—It has thus grown into a kind of usage, 
and has so long been acquiesced in by so many men of eminence 
in this Country, who have occupied stations at the heads of 
the defferent [sic] Departments, that I have been extremely 
loth to oppose my opinion to such a weight of authority, 
especially as no occasion has yet arisen from which mischief 
would probably result, from an observance of the practice— 
But that either House of Congress has ahy right to demand 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 141 


anything from the heads of the Departments, has al 
to me, more than doubtful , ways seemed 


_Tt is made the duty. of the President to communicate, from 
time to time, to Congress information touching the public in- 
terest; and it is undoubtedly a right, which the Congress pos- 
sesses, to ask for any information they may desire from the 
President; but even then, he is to be the sole judge of the 
propriety of giving or withholding it—This position will hardly 
be questioned, and cannot be controverted—If then it be admit- 
ted that neither branch of Congress can compel the Executive- 
to transmit information, which he may think it advisable to 
withhold.—The conclusion is irresistable [sic], that they cannot 
compel one of the heads of the Departments, to answer any 
inquiry or to obey any resolution, adopted by the simple vote of 
one of the houses of Congress—for if either house be allowed to 
issue its orders to the heads of the different Departments, and 
if they are bound to execute those orders, without any reference 
to the President, then -could either house do indirectly, what 
they cannot do directly— they could place the heads of Depart- 
ments over the President himself, and thus usurp and exercise 
the whole Executive power of the Government.—They could 
not only make the laws, but they could take their execution out 
of the hands of the President (where the constitution has 
confided it) by making the heads of the Departments execute 
them under resolutions of Congress.— 


Thus might the heads of the Departments, who are constitu- 
tionally a part of the Executive power, become the ministerial 
officers of the two houses of Congress, instead of being the 
officers of the President, and either house, through them might 
surpersede the President altogether, and become the Executive 
of the nation. 

It would be easy to pursue the argument at still greater length, 
and to point out the absurdities into which we should be plunged, 
by yielding to the dangerous power, heretofore claimed and 
exercised by the two houses of Congress.—-But as the resolution 
now under consideration rests upon still narrower grounds, 
I have confined myself to what is absolutely necessary to illus- 
trate the position I have assumed. . 


I have heretofore supposed only such cases as related directly 
to the ordinary duties of Congress, I mean, to the legislation 
of the country.—The Resolution now in question has no such 
relationship.—It is a mere expression of opinion on the part 
of.the house upon a matter no wise appertaining to its ordinary 
legislative duties, and is communicable only through the proper 
organ of the house, the Speaker.—It can never bè even known 
by the Secretary of State in his official character—For he can 
énly know officially what it is his official duty to keep—The 
House keeps its own-record, and can alone certify from it—The 
seal of State can only be affixed to instruments originating with 
the Department of State, or certified from it, where the original 
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is on file and in the keeping of the Secretary.—The act now 
required to be certified by him, falls under neither description. 


I have already said that I greatly doubt any right in the 
House of Representatives, to require of the Secretary of State 
the performance of any act, even when he is in full possession 
of all the facts necessary to its execution—But here is a case 
where he is either required to set his official certificate to a 
fact, about which he has no official knowledge, whatever, nor 
‘ean he have any—or to perform a mere clerical act, which 
constitutes no part of his duty—upon either ground I feel 
constrained to decline to comply with the resolution, 


I have therefore the honor to return to the House of Repre- 
sentatives the Resolution, with the foregoing reasons for my 
non-compliance. 


I have the honor to be Your Obt Servant 
SAML A, ROBERTS Secty of State. 


Mr. Williamson moved that it be indefinitely postponed and 
not entertained. 


Mr. Porter moved that the resolution which induced the 
communication, be again forwarded to the State Department. 


Mr. Van Zandt moved that the communication lie on the table 
—thought the positions of the communication correct, and that 
the resolution be retained by the House, and not again sent. 


Bill for the relief of Capt. Thos. N. Greer was, after a great 


deal of debate upon that and contingent matters, laid upon the 
able. 


Mr. Kuykendall presented the petition of J. Harris Catlin.” 
Mr. Wynns presented the petition of Charles Sheron.” Mr. 
Parker of Houston presented the petition of John Tucker;” 


? 


®The journal from this point to the close of th i i 
in The Weekly Tesian Dber 22 TP e session is taken from the report 
. Harris Catlin, sheriff of Austin County, stated that early in the year 1841, 
Warren Adams and Asa Smith were taken into his custody, the former upon the 
charge of murder of Noah Smith and the latter for being an accessory thereto. 
There was no jail in Austin County and Catlin was under the necessity of 
employing a strong guard for the safekeeping of said prisoners. Adams and 
Smith obtained a change of venue to Brazoria County and Catlin was ordered by 
the court to employ an additional guard to conduct them to the Brazoria jail. He 
was compelled to pay from his own purse all expenses, some $2113, in promissory 
notes, incidental to the safekeeping of the prisoners. The auditor refused to audit 
Conroe ts stating there was no law authorizing such claims. Catlin petitioned 
Roeess to e act ad aw for his relief. The petition is dated December 12, 1841. 


> Harris Catlin Austi 
Kuykendall Patillo Usher McConnell Morris. ‘Memorials ad Petitions Dec 14 


In Tps Petition g Charle 
e petitioned the Second Congress to cause th i i 
> e 

claims against mounted mont for many articles furnished tor the muse ttle pis 
to the “Sixth Counted to $i "Comp is is evidently the subject of the petition 


November 2, 1838, furnished to J. D. Thomas, Quartorne rier er United States, on 
j. ag , Quarterm iliti 
powder to the value of $700.80 for the purpose of enabling the people of Baster 
said powder and now wh c He had never received one cent for 
for the money due him. Endorsed: 147 Jove anen him he petitioned Congress 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 148 


e . ( 
also the petition of Mary V. and T. E. Tozin > which were 
severally referred. E 

Mr. Latimer introduced a bill for the relief of Capt’s. W. B. 
and Henry Stout and their companies of Rangers. z 


On motion of Mr. Morris the messages of his Excellency the 
President, received on yesterday and laid on the table, were 
taken, up. 

A bill regulating the appointment and duty of Pilots at the 
port of Galveston, was taken up, and on motion of Mr. William- 
son was laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. Cooke, the preamble and resolution to recall 
the Navy, being the order of the day, was taken up. 


Mr. Morris moved that the House adjourn until 3 o’clock 
P. M.—Lost. l A 


Mr. Morris then moved a call of the House, and the Seargeant 
[sic] at Arms was despatched for absentees. 


On motion of Mr. Roberts, the House adjourned until half past 


2 o’clock p. m. 
Half past 2 Qelock, p. m.“ 


House met; roll called; quorum present. 

The question on the engròssment -of the preamble and resolu- 
tion to recall the Navy, was opposed by Mr. Mayfield, and sup- 
ported by Mr. Darnell. ` 4: 


Mr. Mayfield said," l 

That he proposed, so far as his strength would permit, to 
discuss in a brief and desultory manner, the subject under 
consideration, and also notice in a-desultory manner the argu- 
ments of some gentlemen. ; 

Gentlemen have said that the Executive had transcended the 
laws of the land, and violated the Constitution. The preamble | 
to this eeaclution contained strange doctrines: that the Execu- 
tive could not enter into treaty stipulations of any character; 
that our own independence is not established. He thought 
our enemies might use such an argument, but for Texian citizens 
he thought it strange doctrine. ; 

The preamble assumes that the President has stupidly, in- 
consistently, and unguardedly violated the law & constitution 
in making a treaty. If that doctrine is correct, we cannot enter 
into treaty with any power until Mexico, in her tardy move- 
ments, shall think proper to recognize us. Is this the dictum 
of a Texian patriot? It is a doctrine striking at every thing the 
country holds sacred. It is striking at the principles of recog- 
nition maintained by the nations of the earth, and I could have 

Mary V. Tauzin and her husband, T. E. Tauzin represented that she was the 
pellot of Anthony Weite, who died a dne Alaman aad TG aarete grant her the 


land. Endorsed: Petition to Congress Petition of Mary V. Tozin & T. E. Tozin 


For a League and Labor of Land Dec 14th Public Lands unfavorable. The petition 


i ¢ 18, 1841. Memorials and Petitions. . 
; wrhis soseion ta ts the report in.The Weekly Tesian, December 22, 1841. It is 
not given in the Austin City Gazette nor in the Daily Bulletin, 

®In the Daily Bulletin, December 18, ‘1841. 
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expected such doctrine from the abolitionists of England, or 
other violent enemies of ‘Texas, in derision of our position; but 
not from a Texian as based upon principle. A position so fal- 
lacious need only to be stated to refute itself. It is a doctrine 
that has not been maintained duting [ste] the last century. 
Texas has struck for liberty and assumed a. position among 
the nations of the earth, and that position is to be determined 
upon by those nations. Shall it be said, because Mexico does 
not acknowledge our independence, that we ourselves shall ques- 
tion it. It has been contended that this alliance with Yucatan 
is a declaration of war with Mexico. Sir, have we had peace? 
It has been called a high assumption of power by the Executive. 
Sir, war was declared against Mexico in 1835-6. A declaration 
of war pre-supposes a peace antecedent. I am astonished that 
such absurdity should be advanced in this enlightened body. 
I can establish that we have been at war since 1835 & 36. Sir, 
there has been no peace. Look at the Indian invasions of your 
frontier; has it not been fully discovered that Mexican emis- 
saries were stirring up the Indians to war against us, and 
yet we are told there is a peace. There has been a continued 
abduction of citizens from the west, and yet there has been 
peace. War exists in its worst form. The rights of Texas 
are kept in abeyance and her resources crippled. It has been 
said that the President has violated international law. [The 
gentleman here read from Wheaton to show the rights which 
war gives to a people extending to any sort of destruction which 
ean be accomplished by. open means or by stratagem, the ex- 
plosion of deadly contrivances, and even the poisoning of 
springs. | The people of Texas, whenever they have fallen 
into the hands of the enemy, have been crushed without refer- 
ence to the usages of war. Sir, the population of Yucatan is 
about half a million, its resources are great; it has great wealth, 
and it sought to co-operate with us, and to redeem itself from 
the trammels of the mother country. The gentleman from 
Fayette has very properly referred to the derivation of these 
people from the first people on the face of the earth,—the 
Castilian.—The gentleman expatiated on the distinguished qual- 
ities of the Castilians, their honor, their patriotism, and their 
chivalry. Sir, we have been told that we are humbling our- 
selves by this alliance. Sir, our country is subject to the devasta- 
tions of the enemy; our people are assassinated; and yet we are 
told that we cannot and shall not move. It is said that the 
President has violated the Constitution. How has he violated it? 
By entering into an alliance with Yucatan. Sir, the rights of 
war permit him to do this, and I contend that we are engaged 
in a war. [The gentleman again read from Wheaton on the 
rights of war. ] Sir, it is useless for us to wait a recognition 
from Mexico. Judging from Old Spain, under similar circum- 
stances, they will never acknowledge us, until it is their interest 
to do so.—Until we weaken her, molest her commerce, and crip- 
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ple her resources, we cannot expect to obtain a recognition. 
We cannot carry on a war of invasion, and it is apparent that 
the best means is to weaken her commerce. The navy might 
have done much to cripple her commerce for the last eighteen 
months, but it had been allowed to do nothing. The only cruize 
that it has been on, resulted in expense, because it was man- 
ackled [sic] in its operations. As to the propriety of the 
alliance we have made, there are similar instances recorded to 
sustain it. France entered into negotiations with the United 
States before its independence was acknowledged. The Nether- 
lands, during its fifteen years -war for independence, contracted 
various alliances before it was acknowledged by Spain. And, 
Sir, it may be so with Mexico. The arrangement that has been 
entered into, is consonant with the law of nations and with 
sound policy. . 

Gentlemen contended that the conduct of the Executive was 
wrong, because a law of last Congress directed that the navy 
should be laid up in ordinary. They say there has been an 
invasion and the President has violated the law. Sir, the 
Executive is by the authority of the Constitution, Commander- 
in-chief of the army and navy, and Congress cannot restrict 
that power so long as there is a vestage [sic] of either army or 
navy. It has not taken a dollar to send out the navy, and it is 
in a position that will not require any money from us, Sir, 
the history of this government will show a continued and pal- 
pable attempt upon Executive prerogat##e.. Has the Executive 
asked any thing of this Congress? If he had, the House might 
speak upon it, but not until then. The Committee had assumed 
that the Executive has entered into this arrangement in ignor- 
ence [sic], because we have interfered with England. England’ 
has not been so kind a nursing mother as is supposed. It was 
not expected that Texas was to wait for the mediation of that 
country. By the arrangement with her, Texas was to send a. 
minister to Mexico immediately. The gentleman read letters 
of Lord Palmerston to prove the assertion. 

Sir, gentlemen contend that we have violated the convention 
by sending out the navy, and that we are bound to pay the 
amount expended in ease of successful mediation. Mr. Pack” 
enham publicly admits that he made the attempt and failed. 
Mr. Packenham, it is true, advises that we should wait, but: 
he advises from interested motives, his country having an 
interest of $5,000,000 dependent upon a successful interposition. 

But Sir, are we to purchase a peace from such a people— 
are we to pay $5,000,000 for our independence, although gentle- 
men say we have peace. No, let us use the $5,000,000 as Texians 
—maintain our navy on duty and our soil inviolate. 

The navy by a little addition might be made powerful enough 
to keep possession of the Gulf. Let us establish posts on our 
frontier to protect us against these despised people who have 
violated our soil and abducted our citizens. England protects 
even her negroes. ’Tis but a short time since she despatched a 


À 


146 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


squadron to this country to look for some superannuated negroes 
who were supposed to have been taken from the island of 
Barbadoes, and whose residence in-her dominions had entitled 
them to freedom. We cannot even protect our own citizens. 
Our country violated, we shall not take redress, but purchase 
a recognition. We are told that Texas cannot treat because 
she has ‘not been acknowledged. We must take no stand, Eng- 
land is our kind mother, we must do nothing, and in the sequel 
pay $5,000,000. We must bow and truckle to every petty power 
that beats us. Santa Anna is in power in Mexico and the Hero 
of San Jacinto in power at the same time here, and this they 
say argues well. If report be true instead of meeting us in 
negotiation, he has made a proposition to put us in the market 
for sale. He has offered us to the United States, but is as likely 
to sell to France or England. Has Mexico ever been known to 
y[ileld to an enemy, interfering with her policy, as she considers 
us as interfering? Is it in the nature of man? Can it be 
expected that Santa Anna should recognize us? Should we not 
rather expect him as long as life lasts, to oppose us. Sir it is 
not in the nature of man to do otherwise. 


[The gentleman here alluded to Santa Anna’s diplomacy in 
affecting his liberation from the conqueror of the Napoleon of 
the west. ] i ' : 

The gentleman went on to sustain the position adopted by 
the gentleman from Travis. He said Congress had no right to 
interfere in this matter. The gentleman gave a history of the 
adoption of the Constitution of the United States, and said that 
in the convention which adopted the Constitution there was a 
strong party in favor of giving the executive the entire power 
of controlling treaty stipulations. He argued the impropriety 
of the House interfering in this matter. He said it was not 
certain that the arrangement was finished. There might be 
matter concerning it yet pending and not communicated to the 
House. He argued against cramping the Executive power, and 
refered [sic] to the time when in 1838, Congress removed from 
the President the power to call out the militia, and when suffer- 
ing inhabitants of portions of the frontier applied to the Presi- 
dent for assistance, he told them his hands were manacled, and 
that he was unable to relieve them, and that if they wanted 
assistance, they must apply to the Major General of the Militia, 
.who lived 200 miles in the East. The gentleman again alluded 
to the friendly disposition of Yucatan, and said the doctrine 
that we could not treat with her because we were not ourselves 
established, was absurd. He said if we could not treat, we 
roe have no outlet, no means of obtaining our own recogni- 

ion. 

_The gentleman again read from Wheaton doctrine to sustain 
his position and which expressly-referred to the well known 
instances of the Swiss, Cantons, and of the Netherlands. He 


said it was perfectly competant [sic] for us to enter into any 
alliance. 
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[Mr. Darnell spoke in support of the motion.]* 

MR. SPEAKER—J have listened very patiently to the arguments 
`of gentlemen, who have arrayed themselves in opposition to the 
resolutions under consideration, with a view of discovering when 
they would prove, (as was threatened by the gentlemen from 
Nacogdoches,) the fallacy of the proposition to recall the Navy. 
But I must confess, Mr. Speaker, that notwithstanding the 
length of time gentlemen have had for consideration, and the’ 
many speeches which have been made, no argument has as yet 
been adduced to convince my mind of the fallacy or the im- 
propriety either, of the proposed measure. This, sir, consider- 
ing the array of talents, and the weight of character which have 
been brought to bear upon the opposite side of the question, may 
seem somewhat singular. But whether this want of conviction 
results from a want of apprehension on my part, or the want 
of soundness in the arguments of gentlemen, I leave for the 
House to determine; if from the latter, it must prove conclu- 
sively the weakness of the cause they espouse; otherwise the 
arguments of gentlemen so talented, could scarcely fail to 

produce conviction upon the minds of all who heard them. 
And here, Mr. Speaker, while it is fresh in my recollection, 
I will advert to one argument used by the gentleman from 
Nacogdoches, (Mr. Mayfield,) lest it should not again recur to 
my memory. The gentleman urges as a reason why we should 
not condemn the conduct of the late Executive (Gen Lamar) 
in the making of this arrangement with Yucatan, that Congress, 
during the administration of Gen. Houston, had passed laws 
curtailing the powers of the Executive—that when the frontier 
was bleeding at every exposed point, and the cries of defenceless 
women and helpless children, bleeding under the tomahawk and 
scalping knife of a ruthless savage foe, were continually appeal- 
ing to the then President for succour and protection, this dis- - 
tinguished ‘patriot replied to their cries for help: _ ‘the Congress 
have fettered my hands, they have by legislative enactment 
deprived me of the power of affording you the aid you ask,— 
the laws of my country forbid me to act in your behalf.’ And 
here sir, I would draw an inference directly the reverse of that 
which is attempted to be drawn by the gentleman, from this 
conduct of the then President. Let us Mr. Speaker draw a 
parallel, between the then Executive, and him whose conduct 
is now under consideration, and mark the contrast! Here then 
we behold a President whom it has been a favorite theme with 
gentlemen to denounce as an arbitrary usurper of powers not 
warranted by the Constitution and laws, refusing to respond to 
the cries of innocent infants and helpless females for succour 
and relief, upon the express ground that his hands were fettered, 
by the Congress, and that the laws of his country forbid his 
interference. On the other hand, we have a President whom his 
friends represent as a perfect model of patriotism, talents and 
~ political sagacity, but who after the last Congress had enacted 
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a law, declaring that the Texas Navy should be laid up in 
ordinary; and which law received the sanction of the President, 
assumed to himself the right, in direct violation of this law, 
to form an entangling alliance with the State of Yucatan s by 
virtue of which alliance, thus made, by this patriotic and law- 
abiding President, in direct and palpable violation of an express 
and positive law, our Navy has been bargained away to fight 
the battles of this pretended government of Yucatan. And 
where, I would ask, Mr. Speaker, is our gallant little Navy 
now? Can any gentleman on this floor answer the question? 
Is it laid up in ordinary as was directed by an act of the last 
Congress? And if not, is it within the control of the Congress? 
Is the ‘Lone Star’ floating upon the quiet bosom of the broad 
Gulf for the protection of our commerce, or has it gone into 
the possession and control of our enemies? I assert the latter 
to be its present condition. It is now under the command and 
control of our deadliest foe. The State of Yucatan does not 
even profess to have any separate, independent, national exist- 
ence. She is then but an integral part of Mexico, one of the 
States of that confederacy. Yes, sir, this is the power to which 
the gallant little Navy of Texas, composed of as stout hearts 
and gallant spirits as ever floated upon ocean’s dark blue bosom, 
is now subjected; and this sir, in direct violation of an express 
and positive law of the Congress. Then sir, where is the parallel 
between the two Presidents? We have the one (President 
Houston) denounced for. usurping powers which did not belong 
to him, and yet he refused to violate an act of the Congress even 
to protect the frontier. While the other, (Gen. Lamar) who 
is held up as a law-abiding, Constitution-obeying officer, in 
direct violation of both law and patriotism, places the whole 
effective force of our little Navy, under the immediate control 
of our natural, hereditary and implacable enemy. This is a 
contrast of character and conduct, sir, which Gen. Houston 
and his friends, will never fear to bring before the country, 
and its decision they will most cheerfully abide. 


Mr. Speaker, although I do not feel myself authorized to 
cast any direct censure upon gentlemen, yet I must be permitted 
sir, to express my surprise at the course pursued by the gentle- 
man from Nacogdoches on this question. I had looked to that 
gentleman, sir, as one of the champions of the Constitution and 
laws, as one of the ablest defenders of that sacred instrument, 
as the strenuous advocate not only of the true intent and spirit, 
but even of the literal letter of that great chart of our rights. 
It will be recollected ‘sir, that at the beginning of this session 
of Congress, and while the vote for President and Vice President 
was being counted, that gentleman objected to the counting 
of the vote of San Augustine, Montgomery and other counties, 
upon the ground, not that there was any thing illegal, or even 
irregular in the mode of conducting the election, that there were 
illegal votes polled, or any other substantial objection, but solely 
because the votes had been returned to the State Department 
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instead of to the Speaker of the House of Repr i 
directed by the Constitution. l Ree AA 
It was not pretended that any thing was radically wrong in 
the votes thus returned. Yet no latitude of construction would 
then be allowed. The Constitution must be pursued to the very 
letter. This construction prevailing, reduced the majority of 
Gen. Houston about one fourth. I will not say this was the 
object of the gentleman; I will not impeach his motives, because 
` I have no right to do so. But how stands the case now sir? 
The tables are turned; the conduct of Gen. Lamar is under 
consideration, therefore a different rule of construction must 
prevail—the utmost latitude of construction must be allowed, 
for it is only by implication and remote influence, that the 
power now claimed for the Executive, can be derived from the 
Constitution and laws. Consistency, thou art a jewel. 


But, Mr. Speaker, we are told by the gentleman from Travis, 
that this is an eastern measure. ’Tis true, it was introduced 
by an eastern member; but I did not know that that constituted 
it an eastern measure. If it be so, I am not aware of the fact;. 
but suppose it is an eastern measure, sir, what will the gen- 
tleman have us infer from thatfact? That it is not therefore 
deserving the consideration of this House? And is it true, 
sir, that the East is not entitled to a voice on this floor? Or 
must a proposition be received with jealousy and voted down, 
merely because it comes from the East? I had always supposed, 
Mr. Speaker, that the East had as many Constitutional priv- 
ileges on this floor, as any other portion of the Republic, and 
I need not inform you, sir, that that portion of the country has 
labored under the impression, that she formed a component 
part of our common country, and that she had a right to be 
heard upon this floor by her Representatives; and that thus 
believing, she has never failed to furnish her quota to the 

_support of the Government. In these particulars, sir, it is 
known to you, that the East has never been wanting. No, sir, 
in the darkest hour of Texian troubles, when cheerless gloom, 
dismay and discord, had seized almost the whole country, the 
East never proved faithless, but on the contrary, always shewed 
ja willingness to pledge the fortunes, stake the reputations, and 
peril the lives of her citizens in the defence of the liberties, 
and asserting the rights of man. And as one of her Repre- 
sentatives, so long as I am honored with a seat on this floor, 
my voice shall always be heard in defence of her rights, and 
of the Constitution and laws of our common country. And 
although I may not be able to do so with the same ability of 
some other gentlemen, I will yield to no man in this House, or 
out of it, in zeal to promote the best interests of the country, 
or in the fearless expression of my honest opinions. I regret, 
Mr. Speaker, that any gentleman should have thought it neces- 
sary or proper to introduce so exciting a topic into this a 
cussion. Sectional prejudice, sectional jealousy, and poner 
hostility, have proved the bane of legislation to every country 
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into which this factious spirit has been introduced. Experience 
for centuries past, has been sounding her warning voice in 
the ears of the nations of the earth, against the fatal effects 
of this most deleterious principle of human legislation. And if 
we are to learn wisdom from the experience of all the nations 
which have gone before us, we should with ceaseless vigilance, 
guard against this fatal rock, upon which so many of the Re- 
publies which have gone before us, have been wrecked. I would 
therefore, instead of fostering this spirit of discord and faction, 
at its first entrance into the legislative halls of our youthful 
Republic, invoke the aid of every friend of his country, to unite 
with me in an effort to drive from our national councils the 
hyena-headed monster, and strangle the factious demon in his 
cradle. Texas is one country—her interests are the interests 
of one people, from the Sabine to the Rio Grande. May the 
foul fiend of discord never be permitted to scatter the blighting 
mildew of his destructive influence over the beautiful prairies 
and fertile valleys of this fairest portion of created beauty. 


It is again contended, Mr. Speaker, by the gentleman from 
Travis, and perhaps others, that this question has been im- 
properly brought before this House,—that there has been a 
treaty entered into between this Government and Yucatan. To 
this position, sir, I cannot assent. Aside from the fact that 
Yucatan does not possess the authority to enter into treaty 
stipulations—she not being an independent separate nation— 
it would have been a very strange course for the Executive to 
pursue, to have referred a treaty to both Houses. of Congress, 
and to have said, as he has done, “I have made a contract with 
the State of Yucatan; if Congress should be dissatisfied with 
the contract, it has not yet progressed so far but that it can be 
arrested, if Congress does not think proper to sanction it.” Now, 
Mr. Speaker, I would ask which of the features of a treaty are 
to be found in this arrangement? Has it any of the component 
parts of a treaty? Did the Executive himself consider it a 
treaty? If so, why did he not refer it to the Senate. alone, 
the treaty-ratifying power, for ratification? And then there 
would have been an end of the matter? Will the friends of the 
Executive place it upon the ground that he did not know to 
which branch of the Congress a treaty should be referred for 
ratification? I presume not, sir; they would be unwilling to 
claim for him exemption from such responsibility at the entire 
expense of his understanding. 

Moreover sir, Yucatan, as I said before, does not profess to 
be a separate independent nation. She cannot therefore, be 
regarded by other nations in any other light than as a component 
part of the Mexican confederacy. She has not as yet, so far 
as we have learned, even made a declaration of independence. 
It is true that Col. Peraza, the agent who entered into this 
far-famed “arrangement,” with our President, said it was the 
intention of Yueatan to make a declaration of independence, at 
her then approaching session of Congress; but, sir, we have 
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no evidence that it has been done. On the contrary, we have 
many and very cogent reasons to induce the belief that it has 
not been done. Yucatan pretends to revolt from the Central 
Government of Mexico, and declared for the Constitution of 
1824. Mexico herself has now declared in favor of the Con- 
stitution of ’24; and this being the only cause of quarrel between 
Mexico proper and Yucatan, of course all further hostilities 
will cease. Santa Ana, our deadliest enemy, is now at the head 
of the Government, and consequently will have the command 
of all the Mexican forces by sea and land, and with the rest, 
our Navy as a matter of course. . i i 
It is even suspected by some, that Col. Peraza himself was 


. in fact the agent of Santa Ana, instead of Yucatan. Should 


this suspicion turn out to be well founded, (and I believe that 
servile and faithless people capable of the basest acts of national 
perfidy, as well as of individual treachery,) we.will present to 
the world the unenviable and humiliating spectacle of a nation 
of anglo-Americans, gulled; entrapped, circumvented, and in 
her vital interests crippled by the perfidy of the imbecile 
Mexican. 

But sir, whether this conjecture be true or not, I am decidedly 
of opinion that the resolutions under consideration should be 
passed by the Congress. First, because the sending out of the 
Navy was an exercise of power, on the part of the Executive, 
not delegated to him by the Constitution and laws of the land; 
and lest this unwarranted assumption of power by the President 
should grow into a precedent, and afford to future Presidents 
a pretext for a similar usurpation of power, a vote of decided . 
reprehension should be passed upon it. Secondly, because it 
was unwise in policy, even if the President had possessed the 
power here exercised, inasmuch as it was endangering the safety 
of this great arm of our national defence without the remotest 
probability of any corresponding benefits resulting to us. 

Thirdly, the sending out of the navy was not only an exercise 
of power not delegated to the President by the Constitution and 
laws, but it was in direct violation of a law of the last Congress, 
laying up the Navy in ordinary: this is therefore a precedent 
fraught with such dangerous consequences to the rights and 
liberties of the people of this nation, that it deserves the most 
decided rebuke at the hands of the Congress, the representatives 
of the people. f A 

And lastly; supposing the exercise of this power to have been 
within the Constitutional prerogative of the President, and 
supposing it to have been a judicious arrangement at the time 
it was entered into, the circumstances which then justified 
it, or rendered it necessary, no longer exist, as the cause of 
quarrel between the State of Yucatan and the Government of 
Mexico has been removed, they both now contend for the same - 
principles; it is reasonable therefore to conclude that all exist- 
ing difficulties between them are, or speedily will be adjusted. 
And then our Navy, to say the least of it, will be in great danger 
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of falling into the hands of Santa Ana, our mortal enemy, and 
then sir, it will require no prophet to foretell what will be its 
fate. I therefore insist, Mr. Speaker, that if we do nothing 
more, we owe it to the best interests of our country to vote the 
recall of our Navy, and that immediately. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Travis argues as a 
reason why we should not recall the Navy, that sympathy for 
the feelings of the President ought to forbid it; (here the 
gentleman from Travis rose and disclaimed using such lan- 
guage.) I have so understood the gentleman, Mr. Speaker; I 
may however misconstrue his remarks. If sympathy was to 
have any control in the discussion of this question, it should 
be on the side of the people; they claim at the hands of their 
Representatives their attention in guarding their interest, and 
to preserve inviolate the fundamental law of the Government, 
that instrument which we. have all sworn to support, and that 
for which the brave and lamented Travis and his command fell 
at the Alamo, with their Constitution in their hearts, and their 
swords in hand, the cold blooded murder of Fannin and his 
command, and the achievements on the plains of San Jacinto, 
proclaim it the supreme law of the land, and be it good or bad, 
we are bound to support it. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it is argued by gentlemen who support the 
opposite side, that the Act of the President in his contract 
with Yucatan, was in accordance with the Constitution and laws 
of the country. I cannot, sir, so understand it. The second 
article of the Constitution reads thus: 4th Sec. Congress shall. 
have power to declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, 
and to regulate captures. 5th Sec. To provide and maintain 
an army and navy, and to make all laws and regulations neces- 
sary for their government. 6th Sec. To call out the militia, 
to execute the law, to suppress insurrection, and repel invasion. 
Tth Sec. To make all laws which shall be deemed necessary and 
proper to carry into effect the foregoing express grants of power 
and all other powers vested in the Government of the Republic, 
or in any officer or Department thereof. The last Congress 
passed a law to lay the Navy up in ordinary, and there it should 
have remained, Mr. Speaker, in my opinion, until otherwise 
ordered by Congress. But gentlemen say, that a contingency 
had arisen which justified the act of the President, that the 
frontier of Texas had been invaded by Mexicans and Indians, 
that our citizens had been murdered and carried off by our 
enemy. This, President Lamar denies being the case, in his 
last annual ‘Message; and if it had been the fact, it was.a very 
strange notion, to hire our Navy out to the Yucataca’s, to guard 
our frontier; it cannot have the desired effect in my opinion. 

We are also informed by gentlemen’s arguments upon this 


` floor, than [ste] Yucatan is our friend and ally. God save me ` 


from such friends or allies. Others may consider th such 
but with such, I beg leave to differ in opinion: and Mr. Speaker, 
when I recur back to the fields of San Jacinto, I am informed that 
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about two-thirds of the Mexicans whose bones lie bleaching 
on that field, were from the State of Yucatan. Is it not rea- 
sonable then, sir, to conclude, without any good cause for a 
change, that they are now our enemies? 


There has already been a considerable length of time con- 
sumed in debating this question, and I am satisfied, that any 
thing I may be able to say, will not change a single vote in 
the House, and I would not have intruded my remarks on the 
House, after the length of time that has been consumed, had 
it not been that my situation demanded it. I yield the floor. 


, Mr. Williamson also supported the motion under considera- 
ion. 

Mr. Williamson then moved the House adjourn until 10 
o’clock tomorrow morning. Carried j 


WEDNESDAY MORNING Dec. 15. [1841] 


House met—roll called—present—Messrs. Speaker Bowers, 
Brown, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowles [sic], Gaines 
[Grimes], Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, McConnell, Morris, Parker of 
Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennell, Porter, Ray- 
mond, Roberts, Usher, Van Zandt, Williamson, Wood, and 
Wynns; quorum present—journals read and -adopted.” 

Mr. Raymond presented the petition of the Executrix of 
Thos. Ross, dee’d., referred to the Committee on Claims and 


Accounts.” ` 

Mr. Mayfield presented the petition of H. L. Jones;” referred 
to the Committee on State of Republic. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of Jesse Gray;” referred 
to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition for the division of Mont- 
gomery county;" referred to Committee on State of the Re- 
public. 


"The journal of this day is taken from the. report in the Daily Bulletin, December 
16, 1841. : 

Thomas Ross in 1839 was employed by William H. Moore, assistant quarter- 
master of the first regiment commanded by Colonel Edward Burleson, to haul 
corn from the plantation of Ethan Stroud to the falls of the Brazos, a distance of 
30 miles, at one dollar per bushel par money. He hauled under said contract 
as stated by his widow, the petitioner, 30 barrels of corn containing 64 quarts to 
the barrel and before he obtained a receipt for ‘his services the assistant quarter- 
master, Moore was for seme reason dropped from the roll of officers. Colonel 
Pinckney Caldwell, the regular quartermaster had since died and neither Thomas 
Ross, the deceased, nor herself had ever been able to obtain any receipt or com- 
pensation for the services rendered aforesaid. The petitioner had to support a 
family and was dependent upon her own labor for their maintenance. She prayed 
that Congress would allow her pay for the services of her deceased husband. 
Endorsed: 116 Petition of the Hxecutrix of Thos Ross decd. Claims & Accts Dec 
To op emors ene eo F 

© petition has not been found. , : ; : 

wJesse Gray, a citizen of Montgomery County, had a bill against the Republic 
of Texas for $180 for boarding, lodging and nursing John W. Berry, a private in 
Captain A. Clendenin’s`company of Regulars, who had his leg broken on their 
march to Fort Houston and was left at his house and in his care by the captain 
with assurance that the government would pay him. Michael Kennard, a citizen 
of Montgomery County, testified that Gray took faithful care of Berry for one 
hundred and twenty days and that Berry was a “gradle of ,troble and that well 
yourt one hundred and Eighty- Dollars in taking care of him” Endorsed: 50 The 
Republic of Texas In A./c. with Jesse Gray $180.00 Claims & Accts Dec 15 1841 
Military Aff Dec 17. Memorials and Petitions. 

The petition has not been found. 
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Mr. Van Zandt presented the petition of A. C. Hinton;” 
referred to Special Committee. 

Mr. Dennis presented the petitions of Howard and Henry 
and Thomas Hunter;” referred to Committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of the Trustees of 
Washington College.“ 


Mr, Jones of Galveston presented the petition of Jonas M. 
Bringham.” 


Mr. Parker of Houston, presented a bill to prevent hunting 
with fire. 


Mr. Van Zandt presented a bill to incorporate the officers 
and members of the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas. 


Mr. Parker of Fort Bend presented a resolution that after 
the 20th inst., the House would receive no more business.—Lost. 
Ayes 15. Noes 16. 


Mr. Wynns presented a resolution that the House adjourn 
on the first of January 1842. 


Mr. Wynns sustained his resolution, he said it was one of the 
faults and failings of Texas—over legislation. He thought it 
a. great object for them to finish their business and go home, 
He was willing to sit there early and late to despatch business 
and get home soon. He said their finances were depressed, and 
that it was an object to their country and to themselves, that 
they should conclude business and adjourn. 


The House took up the special order of the day, being the 
joint resolution for the recall of the navy. 

Mr. Williamson said it was with regret that he took the floor 
again this morning. Sir, we have no king in the land— yes 
sir, we have, it is the law of the land. But sir, we have no 
equal if the law is to be trampled under foot. 


Mr. Grimes of Montgomery, wished to know if there was any 
thing before the House, and being informed by the Speaker 


See index: Hinton, A. Œ, petition of. 

%The petitions have not been found. 

Washington College, located in the town of Washington, was incorporated by an 
act of Congress, June 5, 1837, and was in successful operation under the super- 
intendence of a most worthy and competent teacher. From its location near the 
center of the Republic, the petitioners, the trustees of the college, believed that 
no institution could claim the consideration of Congress with more propriety 
than Washington College. The land granted to the college for the use of the 
common schools had never been located or surveyed and there was little or no 
probability of the said college ever drawing any assistance from the appropriation 
made to the county. Hence the memorialists prayed for such a donation of land as 
Congress in its wisdom and liberality might think proper to grant and that John 
Lockhart and Alfred Moore be authorized to have the same located and surveyed. 
The petition is addressed to Hon. R. M. Williamson City of Austin Rep Texas 


Endorsed: 154 Memorial of Trustees of Washinet i 
i7th Memorials and Petitions. TEIS PONPES education Tomb Deg 


Sy, M. Branham, county treasurer of Galveston County, 
to that office some time in April, 1840. A short time subsequent to his appointment 
and whilst receiving money for licenses due the Republic, certain promissory notes 
stolen from the government and counterfeit notes were paid in to him in licenses, 
prior to his knowledge of the fact that such notes were in circulation. It was 
exceedingly difficult to distinguish the counterfeit notes from the genuine. The sum 
of $335 in such notes had been received by Branham and he petitioned Congress to 
be relieved from the responsibility of refunding the amount. Endorsed: Memorial 
J J. M. Bonham Claims & Ac Dec 15—. Memorials and Petitions. The spelling 
of his name differs, his own signature shows: J. M. Branham. 


received the appointment 
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that the joint resolution for the recall of the navy was under 
consideration, he asked if it had been read. 

Mr. Williamson said, does the gentleman from Montgomery 
wish to read? let it again be thundered in his ears. 

The preamble and resolutions were read. 

Mr. Williamson again rose and said, let it be stated again, 
and again Mr. Speaker, that violence has been done to the only 
king in the country—the law. Violence has been done, it has 
been trampled upon and gentlemen would not meet the question 
on the floor. 

[There was at this time some noise in the House, members 
passing to and fro.]®* 

The Speaker said he must call the attention of gentlemen to 
the 21st rule of the House. oo 

Mr. Williamson said, I suppose Mr. Speaker that is a hint for 
me to sit down. I should like to hear the rule read. The Speaker 
then read the rule which required members to retain their seats 
and indulge in no conversation, while a member was speaking. 
Mr. Williamson said you wrung it in, in the right time. Sir, 
I have been endeavoring to look you full in the face for some 
time, but men over my size have been walking between us. But 
sir, those men would never do more good than I shall do on this 
floor. I have been endeavoring to prevent the Executive of the 
country from trampling the laws under foot, and I maintain 
that it should never be permitted. Did not Congress pass a law 
that the navy should be laid up in ordinary, and did not the 
Executive infract the very law he had himself subscribed: 

Sir, gentlemen beg the question upon this floor, when they 
come to the fact. The Commissioners sent out by him, Sir, 
reported that there was no active war existing, and yet gentle- 
men beg the question of war. 

Do gentlemen expect by begging the question, to carry it out 
so successfully. They may carry it upon the final vote, but 
nothing will give me so much satisfaction as to record my vote 
against it. Gentlemen have contended that it was policy to 
send out the navy—yes, it was policy that the Executive should 
put the laws and constitution under foot. I have been taught 
when I was a boy that, honesty is policy. Sir, this is a policy 


.. that will break the social compact; policy, sir; yes, sir, policy. 


‘ No body that has fought for the country, will sustain at once a 
policy. Have we not been summoned here by the -people in 
accordance with the provisions of the social compact. Have not 
laws been made, and yet gentlemen contended that policy should 
overn. 
z Sir, policy is the course of the ex-Executive. Give the priv- 
ilege of the same course to the Executive just appointed. Sir, 
we had better adjourn sine die at once than sustain such a 
course. I would sooner adjourn to the infernal regions than 
to do it. The country has been trampled under foot by the 
Executive. The Government was divided into Legislative, 


EAEE 
sThe brackets are in the newspaper report. 
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Executive, and Judicial; and yet gentlemen said that there was 
no assumption of power by the Executive in sending out the 
navy contrary to law. Sir, the navy will never return without 
an expense of fifty or sixty thousand dollars —That is the whole 
truth about your navy. Yes, Sir, an individual in this nation 
has swept off this strong arm of defence. Gentlemen say that 
he is brave—patriotic, and that he loves his country; but who 
gave him the privilege to trample upon rights, plain, sacred, and 
inviolate. He was elected by an overwhelming majority of the 
people to the Presidency, but was he elected merely for his 
patriotism. Has not that gentleman in the public speeches 
he has made—the books he has written— and the songs he has 
composed, maintained that the Mexicans were faithless. But 
the Yucatecos, they were a splendid people, entirely disconsonant 
in character with the Mexicans. Now it is well known that, 
of the Mexicans, the northern Mexicans are much the nearest 
to civilization. Gentlemen say that it is a splendid alliance with 
Yucatan, with a navy equal to our own. ‘Sir, I have called upon 
gentlemen for proof of this, but they have failed to give it. 
Gentlemen have spoken of the navy that Santa Anna was build- 
ing in Baltimore. No such navy is in existence. There was 
no proof of it before the House, and I trust honorable gentlemen 
will not beg the question on mere assertion. Sir, the Constitu- 
tion has been violated, and I want to know if this violation is 
to be. excused in the Executive? I say, no!—that his very sta- 
tion is a reason why it should not be permitted. Let this be 
understood, that it is only necessary to be an Executive to 
trample on the Constitution. Is that the sense of this House? 
No! — I say not. When the House, by their action, decides 
that it is, I will say that it is not sense—it is any thing that it 
might be called in contradistinction to sense. 
Mr. Fowler, of Lamar, said. 


MR. SPEAKER—By leave of the House, I will make a few re- 
marks, explanatory of the vote I shall give on this preamble 
and resolutions, for prejudices are too strong, and my own 
powers are too weak, for me to expect to sway even one vote 
by the remarks I shall make. 

I would first notice the positions assumed by the advocates 
of this measure; they assert facts set up their positions, and 
call upon those in the opposition to prove their fallacy, contrary 
to all rules of controversy; and when much debate has been had, 
and the discussion is about being brought to a close, they express 
their surprise that the affirmative of the question has not been 
disproved. 

Sir, I do not envy the ground upon which some of the advo- 
cates of this measure stand, inasmuch as it shows at least great 
apparent inconsistency. After a labored and lengthy investiga- 
tion of this subj ect by the select committee to whom this matter 
was referred, in accordance with their own wishes, after it had 
once been investigated and reported upon favorably by the 
naval committee, under whose legitimate control this matter 
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would naturally come; when this preamble and resolutions come 
up for action, as unnatural as it may appear, they wish to 
disown their own favored offspring, by striking off the preamble 
of censure from these resolutions. If this change of opinion 
has arisen from a conviction of error, I commend them for their 
magnanimity. But it must be recollected, Mr. Speaker, there 
was no evidence of a change of opinion on this subject until 
after they had reported upon the resolutions of censure upon 
the President for fitting out the Santa Fé expedition, in which 
they found it necessary to carry out their views of impeach- 
ment, to declare that Congress “has no right to pass resolutions 
of censure;” then it is for the first time that we hear of a 
desire to shift their position in regard to these resolutions. 
This inconsistency, Mr. Speaker, I do‘not say will lead us to 
suspect the purity of their intentions, but will, at least, bring 
us to the conviction of the error of their judgments. I hope 
Mr. Speaker, that these honorable gentlemen will be able to 
make explanations satisfactory to the people for they are their 
representatives ;—to their God, for with him they have entered 
into obligation to perform their duty,—and to their consciences, 
for it is the silent monitor. which dictates the course they shoul 

pursue, and approves or disapproves of their conduct. 

The policy this Government has adopted since the battle of 
San Jacinto, has been one of defensive warfare; and this policy 
was dictated in consequence of an exhausted treasury; for if 
at that time this Government had possessed the means of main- 
taining all her effective force in the field, the war would have 
been vigorously prosecuted even to the walls of Mexico, where 
we would have extorted from her the acknowledgement of 
our independence. And I do not now mistake the chivalry of 
this nation, when I say that if Texas possessed the means for 
carrying on an offensive war, that the Representatives of the 
people who are now assembled, would, with one voice, im- 
mediately pass an act for the equipment of a force of five or ten 
thousand men to send out against Mexico. But when the cir- 
cumstances that induced this policy of defensive warfare no 
longer exists, the true policy—offensive war—should be adopted 
_by the first opportunity; and that opportunity is afforded us 
by the arrangement with Yucatan.—For it is a ‘war on Mexico, 
with the aid and assistance and at the entire expense of Yucatan. 

By embracing the proposition of Yucatan, we will be in- 
creasing our own strength, and weakening our enemy, to the 
amount of half a million of. people, availing ourselves of the 
vast resources of that country, and securing to ourselves a 
theatre on which to prosecute a war, if the financial circum- 
stances of the country will at any future time justify active 
hostilities. 

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, if this Government had now the amount 
of money that has been advanced by Yucatan for an outfit for 
our navy, it could not be better expended than by employing 
that navy against the ports of Mexico in the destruction of 
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her trade and commerce; for, judging ‘from the past, it is not 
only useless longer to hope for an amicable adjustment of our 
difficulties with Mexico by a continuation of pacific measures, 
but humiliating to the lowest degree. But the advocates of the 
resolutions, contend that so long as Mexico refrains from an 
invasion of our territory or blockading our ports, we will 
prosper. Not so, Mr. Speaker, for so long as Mexico publicly 
declares her right of sovereignty over our soil, with the ap- 
parent circumstances of so decided advantages against us, it 
will prevent Texas establishing credit and confidence abroad, 
prevent emigration, and retard the development of her resources, 
` without which she cannot long continue to exist. 


Mr. SPEAKER, so far as the preamble to these resolutions cen- 
sures the President for a violation of law in ordering out the 
navy, cannot meet with my approbation; first, for the reason, 
some of the advocates of these resolutions assigned in their 
report on the Santa Fé expedition—“that Congress has no right 
to pass resolutions of, censure;” and secondly, because that 
clause of the Constitution that makes the President “Com- 
‘mander-in-chief of the army and navy of the Republic,” does 
evidently give him the perfect control of the navy in all its 
operations, and that the law of last Congress requiring the 
fe to be laid up in ordinary, is, consequently, wholly inopera- 

ive. 

But Gentlemen say that Congress only required the navy to 
be laid up in ordinary, and did not thereby infringe upon the 
constitutional prerogative of the President. Grant that power. 
to Congress, and it may forever keep the navy in that position. 
Send it abroad, or make any other disposition of it, which doc- 
trine would make that part of the Constitution of no more effect 
than a dead letter; where the two conflict, the Constitution must 
prevail. l i 
_ Grant, however, that said law is in accordance with the Con- 
stitution ; gentlemen tell you that it stood forth as the express 
legislative will of the nation, that our vessels should be laid 
` up in ordinary, and that the President in sending them to sea 

had violated that express will, and that, therefore, Congress 
ought (though contrary to their opinions elsewhere expressed) 
to pass the censure contained in the preamble to these resolu- 
tions. Let the gentlemen take care, lest they place themselves 
in a position in which they may be called upon to carry out these 
views, contrary, perhaps, to their own inclinations; for it has 
been intimated in this discussion that, whether these resolutions 
pass or not, the present incumbent of the Executive office will 
ore ee phoned recall of the navy. 

en, by the vote on this question, it should be deci i 

the negative, it will show that the express legislative will of the 
nation is in favor of the present operations of the navy, and 
verbally repeals the law of last congress; and if the present 
executive should order its recall, it will be a violation of that 
express will, and these gentlemen, however disagreeable it may 
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be, will be bound by their own views to pass resolutions of 
censure. 


As it regards the happening of the contingencies contem- 
plated in the law of last congress. I rely upon the informa- 
tion of them who have been intimately acquainted with the 
continual Mexican depredations upon our western frontier. The 
abduction of Dimmit and his companions ¢ertainly constitutes 
one contingency, and the fitting out two vessels in New York 
for the purpose of being employed against Texas, is the other, 
if we put a construction on the statutes in accordance with its 
spirit, which is always the proper construction for 


“Scire leges, non est legere verba earum, . 
Sed, vim ac potestatem” 


is a sound maxim in law. But gentlemen contend that a literal 
construction must be placed upon the statute; suppose then, 
Mr. Speaker, that the President shall receive direct intelligence 
to be relied on that a Mexican fleet has left the coast of Mexico, 
bearing down towards the ports of Texas; if the President 
would have to wait while it was actually “seen -cruising on 
the coast,” which might occur first in the offing of Galveston, 
before he should order out our naval force, such a construction 
would entirely destroy that arm of our national defence. And 
here, Mr. Speaker, the impropriety, and impractability, in the 
attempts of Congress to restrain the exercise of the legitimate 
prerogative of the President. ' 


If that law be really constitutional, to ascertain how it should 
be binding, we must first enquire into the reason that induced 
its passage. This reason was the want of funds to keep the 
navy in actual opperation [sic]; and so soon as Yucatan fur- 
nishes the means for its equipment, the reason ceased to exist. 
All the authorities upon municipal law agree that when the 
reason of the law ceases, so also does the law cease. 


Yucatan has advanced under the arrangement with Texas, 
$64,000 as an outfit for our navy, which will keep it in actual 
service for 8 or 10 months, and will prevent its rot or decay, 
if we should be compelled to keep it layed [sic] up in ordinary. 
And if Yucatan shall enter into the arrangement, in good faith, 
it will enable Texas to strike a blow upon the interest of Mexico. 
The inconven[iJence of which will be seriously felt. But if 
she should prove faithlesss [sic], as is strongly urged upon this 
floor, the arrangement will at least afford to Texas the means 
of keeping her navy actually employed, and amply pay her 
officers and seaman for several months, during which time she © 
will be fully prepared to ward off the attacks that may be made 
by Mexico upon our coast which it could not do if disposed of 
as required by the law of last congress. If the Mexicans are 
as proverbially treacherous as gentlemen represent them to 
be, the commander of our navy would be more silly than a 
fool and more duped than an ass to place himself in a situation 
to be entrapped, as is contended would be the case by the ad- 
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voeates [sic] of the resolution, and to say that Yucatan could 
vanquish her by fair contest would be casting a fine blot upon 
the escutcheon of the nation, that has been established by the 
chivalry of Texas. 


As it is with the navy that we may expect to attack Mexico 
at her most vulnerable point—the destruction of her commerce, 
thereby crippling her sole source of revenue, that we can hope 
to bring her to terms of accommodation. I hope this House 
will unite in opposition to the preamble and resolutions, and 
in sustaining the navy in its present operations with the fleet 
of Yucatan against our common enemy, Mexico. 


A call of the House was ordered.” 

Question, shall the main question be now put? 

Yeas, 32—Nays 5. 

Question on the engrossment of the preamble and resolutions ; 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, 
Head, Hewett, Kuykendall, McConnell, Parker of Fort Bend, 
Parker of Houston, Pennall, Porter, Roberts, Robinson, Van 
Zandt, Williamson, Wynns; 18. 


Nays—Messrs. Bowers, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Forbes, 
Fowler, Grimes, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Landrum, Latimer, Mayfield, Morris, Patillo, Raymond, Smith, 
Usher, Van Ness, and Wood—20. 


So the bill was lost. 


Mr. Forbes offered a resolution instructing the President to 
carry out the object and intention of the compact with Yucatan, 
ete. 


Mr. Forbes said, that as the House had expressed its opinion 
upon this subject, and argument upon both sides had been full 
and complete, he thought it unnecessary to debate upon this 
resolution. The House had resolved to sustain the compact 
entered into with Yucatan, and it was proper to make provision 
for its performance and continuance. He presented the resolu- 
tion, and wished it to take the ordinary course and come up in 
its turn, and be disposed of without debate. 


Mr. Grimes presented a bill to prescribe the mode of taking 
testimony in equity suits. 


“This paragraph and the two following read as follows in The Week i 
December 22, 1841: e Weekly Tesian, 


Mr. Wood moved the previous question. 


Mr. Latimer moved a call of the house, and the sergeant-at-arms was despatched 
for absentees. 

Mr. Cooke moved to suspend a further call.—Lost.. 

Mr. Jones of Galveston, stated that he had been informed that the hon. Tod 
Robinson was too unwell to attend, and therefore 7 
Le a Care. moved to suspend a further call 

The ayes and noes were then called for on the motion of M 
previous question, and stood thus: Ayes—32. Noes—5. Motion hice” ae 


~ 
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Mr. Wynns presented the petition of sundry citizens of Harris 
county, praying for the relief of Thos. Savoy :* also, the petition 
of James Robinett.” 


Mr. Dennis presented the memorial of Thos. Hanson: also 
the petition of Chas. Moward [Howard] and A. B. Fleury.” 

The committee on the judiciary, J. B. Jones chairman, made 
three several reports on bills and resolutions which had been 
referred to them.” . 


The House adjourned until 3 o’clock. 
3 o'clock, p. m. 
House met; roll called; quorum present. 


Mr. Williamson, moved a suspension of the rule prohibiting 
rules to be read twice on the same day, in order to take up the 
preamble and resolution to request the President to carry out 
and complete the arrangement entered into between the State 
of Yucatan and this Republic. Lost. ` . 

Mr. Forbes seconded the motion, and said he had no objection. 
House refused. 

Business on the Speaker’s table: 

Resolution to adjourn on-the 25th December next was laid 
on the table. Yeas, 20—Nays, 12. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved that a committee be appointed to wait 
on the President and inform him that the House was ready to 
receive. any communication from him—catrried. 


8Certain citizens of Harris County represented to Congress that Thomas Savoy, 
a free man of color, had resided in Houston for the last three years and had 
obtained an honest livelihood by his respectful deportment and steady attention 
to business as a barber and was useful to the community in his humble capacity. 
As his behavior was not such as would have any injurious influence upon the 
slaves and as he had no association with them, the citizens petitioned Congress to 
grant him permission to reside within the limits of the Republic by exempting 
him from the penalties of an act in relation to free persons of color approved 
February 5, 1840. Endorsed: 127 Petition in favor of Thos Savoy State of Rep 
Dec 15 Memorials and Petitions. 

she petition of James Robinet has not been found. James Robinet enlisted 
in Captain Wiliam H. Smith’s cavalry company on April 23, 1836, for six months 
and was honorably discharged. He was born in Indiana and was now a citizen of 
Texas. Height 6 ft. 1 inch, sandy ‘hair, fair- complexion and by occupation a 
farmer. Robinet had a horse killed in the service valued at $125. -Comptroller’s 
Military Service Records. n 
. Captain Thomas Hanson, a citizen of Matagorda, stated that in March,-1836, he 
was the true and lawful owner of a whale boat which he employed for piloting, 
lightering, ete. in the waters of Matagorda Bay. Said boat of the value of $100 
in specie, was pressed into the service of the Republic of Texas by Captain William 
Brown, then commanding the Man of War Schooner Liberty. It was taken from 
the-entrance of Matagorda Bay to Galveston or to some other port of the Republic, 
or of the United States, and had never been returned to Hanson, nor had he 
received:any remuneration whatever therefor. He prayed Congress for such relief, 
as seemed equitable and just. Several affidavits attesting the truth of Hanson’s 
statements are with the memorial. Endorsed:. 65 Memorial of Thos. Hanson 
Matagorda Co. Naval Affairs Wright Report to Naval Affairs Introduced by 
[Thomas] Dennis of Matagorda Cty. Memorials and Petitions. 

“Charles Howard and A. B. Fleury stated that during the struggle between 
Texas and Mexico in March, 1836, Captain W. E. Howth commanding Company B. 
ist Regiment, took one cart and one yoke of oxen from them for the use of 
the army of the Republic. The property was worth in good money $250 and they 
had never received said property back nor any compensation for it. At the 
time Howard and Fleury were carrying on a large mercantile business in Mata- 
gorda and in consequence of said cart and oxen being taken, were, when the 
Mexicans took and burnt the town, unable to move their goods and therefore 
suffered a considerable loss. They petitioned Congress to pass a bill ordering 
them paid the sum of $250. The certificate of Captain Howth is with the 
memorial. Hndorsed: 69 -Chas. Howard & A. B. Fleury Petition to Congress 
Military Afs Dec. 17 No proof that the payment has not been paid Refer to 
Milatory Committeé—Dennis Memorials and Petitions. 

. “This paragraph and the four preceding are taken from the report in The 
Weekly Texian, December 22, 1841. The reports have not been found. 
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Messrs. Van Zandt, Usher, and Parker of Houston, were ap- 
pointed said committee. 


Bill for the relief of Capt. Thos. N. B. Greer, was called up, 
and after a rational and forcible argument by Mr. Parker of 
Houston, for the propriety of paying those who have sustained 
the line of frontier, and thus protected the interior, and a warm 
support from Mr. Wood of the same character, in opposition to 
Messrs. Mayfield and Forbes, who opposed for fear of the 
badness of the precedent—was passed. Yeas, 27; Nays, 5. 


Mr. Wood presented the petition of L. Williams;“ referred 
to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 


Bill to repeal the law authorizing the five million loan, was 
laid on the table. 

Bill to provide for the distribution of the Laws and Journals, 
was passed. 

Bill to incorporate Trinity College, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. o. 
A bill to fix the time for the meeting of Congress was laid 

on the table. . 

A bill to amend an act organizing justices’ courts and defining 
the powers and jurisdiction of the same, was taken up, and the 
following amendments of the Senate: strike out all after the 
word “dollars,” in section first, line eight. Rejected.” 


A bill to organize the southern part of Milam county for 
judicial and other purposes. 


A joint resolution fixing a salary for the clerk of the supreme 
court. 


A joint resolution requiring the Secretary of State to suspend 
the printing of the laws in the Spanish language. 
A joint resolution for the benefit of Greenbury Logan.” 


“This paragraph is from the report in the Daily Bulletin, December 16, 1841. 

“Lewis Williams transported sixty Mexican prisoners from Galveston Island to 
Brazos St. Iago near Matamoros in the year 1837. ‘Williams was owner of the 
schooner Harriet in which the prisoners were transported. Leander Westcott, 
administrator of Lewis Williams, deceased, presented the petition for pay in 
January, 1845, Memorials and Petitions. A joint resolution was passed for the 
relief of Lewis Williams by the Fourth Congress. See Journals of the Fourth 
Congress of the Republic of Texas, 1839-1841, III, 248. See also Public Debt 

apers. - 

The journal from this point to adjournment is taken from the report in The 
Weekly Texian, December 22, 1841. 

The first section of the bill reads: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Texas in Congress assembled, That Justices of the Peace shall hereafter have 
jurisdiction of all suits instituted for the recover of specific articles of personal 
property where the realm of the articles sued for does not exceed.one hundred 
Dollars,” and in all action for torts trespasses and other injuries sounding in 
damages where the amount of damages claimed does not exceed one hundred 

ollars . 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 583. Endorsed: 73 A Bill to amend an Act organizin 
Justices Courts and defining the powers and Jurisdiction of the same “Appd ‘Dec 
20th 1836 Read ist. time Nov 16 Read 2 time Nov 17 Judey Comt ordered to 
be Engros Dec 2 Engrossed same day Tho H Hord Eng. Clk H R Substitute 
Order of day Noy 24 Substitute adopted. - 

. petition o reenbury Logan has not been found. The followi 

is in Papers of the Sixth Congress, No. 2582: "We the undersigned take “pleasure 
in stating that we have known for a long time Greenberry Logan, a free man of 
color, a resident of Brazoria County; that he emigrated to Texas in the year 1831— 
or 32; that he has ever borne a respectable character; served with alacrity and 
eredit in the early struggle of Texas, was present in most of the actions of 32 and 
35 and badly wounded in the taking of San Antonio, and thereby so severely in- 
jured as to render him incapable of hard labor, and therefore recommend his care 
to the favorable attention of Congress—Signed by Wm. B. Aldridge Geo: L. 
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All of which were read a second time. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Capt. John Peacock. 


A bill relating to land certificates which have been rejected; 
Were read first time. 


A bill to organize a portion of the counties of Robertson and 
Milam, for judicial and other purposes, was taken up, and the 


amendments offered by the committee on county boundaries; 
adopted. 


Mr. Raymond offered the following amendment: Strike out 
the word “Toweash,” wherever it occurs, and insert “Marlin.” 
Also strike out the word “Towakeny,” and insert “Albion.” 

Adopted, and bill engrossed.” 

A bill to repeal an act creating a board of Medical Censors. 

A bill supplementary to an act creating a board of Medical 
Censors. l 

A bill to repeal a certain part of an act to amend an act 
concerning estrays. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Capt. Lewis Sanches. 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit certain 
claims therein named. Bis 

A bill relating to the meeting of Congress, were severally 
read second time. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate Trinity College, - 
was taken up, and the amendments offered by the committee 
on education, adopted and bill engrossed.” 


Hammeken Anson Jones Edward Burleson A Somervell Endorsed: Papers in 
relation to Joint Resolution for Relief of Greenberry Logan. With the papers is 
found a letter from Logan to R. M. Forbes, dated November 22, 1841. 

i Ki amendments ‘offered by the committee on county boundaries have not 

een found. . 

The word “Toweash” occurs in the second and fourth sections of the bill; 
the word ‘“‘Tahuacana” in the sixth as follows: . 

Sec. 2nd; Be it further Enacted that the said district or County shall he 
known by the name and style of Toweash, and shall be organized in conformity 
with an act organizing the inferior Courts and defining the powers and jurisdic- 
tions of the same: and the Chief Justice of said district or County shall order 
an election on the second Monday of April next for a County surveyor and other 
Officers, whose elections may be authorized by this act. i 

Sec 4th. Be it further Enacted, That all suits which may be pending, after the 
adjournment of the spring Courts of 1842 of Robertson and Milam Counties, 
wherein the Citizens of said territory may be a party defendant shall be im- 
mediately thereafter transfered to the docket of Toweash County or district and 
be there adjudicated. 

Sec. 6th. Be it further Enacted, That Beden Stroud Robert H. Porter, John 
Marlin Jarret Menefee and James Scofield are hereby constituted and appointed 
Commissioners to select a site for the seat of Justice of said district or County, 
and shall be authorized to receive by donation, or purchase not exceeding three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, to be laid off in lots and sold at public auction 
and the proceeds applied to the erection of public buildings and other necessary 
expenses attending the establishment of said district or County: and the seat of 
Justice so selected shall be known by the name and style of Tahuacana; And 
should said Commissioners select a site for the seat of justice on the public 
domain, they are hereby authorized to have six hundred and forty acres of the 
same surveyed and disposed of for the benefit of said district or County as the 
said Commissioners may direct, Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2295. Endorsed: 137 
A Bill to organize a part of the Counties of Robertson & Milam Counties for 
judicial and other purposes. Read Ist time Dec ist Read 2 time Dec 3 refd ‘to 
Committee on County Boun’ds ordered to be Engrossed T. H Hord E, C. H R. 

The report of the committee on education has not been found. The following 
amendments are with the bill: . ; 

Sect. 1. Strike out “without charging any fees for the same, and. 

Strike out in same section in lines 20 & 21 “without charging any fees for the 
same and” 

In section first, last line, strike out, “in par funds” 

Section 3. Strike out. section three (3) Adopted P - 

Section one reads: “Be it enacted by the Sennate [sic] and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled that four leagues 


2 
t 
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A joint resolution authorizing the J udge of the 3d judicial 
district to adjourn the district court of Travis county, was taken 
up, and on motion laid on the table until called up. 


A joint resolution extending a certain mail route therein 
mentioned, was taken up, and on motion laid on the table until 
called up. 


House adjourned until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
THURSDAY, Dec. 16. [1841]” 


House met: roll called; present—Messrs. Speaker Brown, 
Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Gaines 
[Grimes], Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, McConnell, Morris, Parker of 
Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennell, Porter, Ray- 
mond, Roberts, Smith, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wood, and Wynns 
—quorum present; journals of the preceeing [sic] day read and 
adopted. 


Bill for the relief of Josiah N. Beaty and others; ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. Wynns presented the petition of Thomas G. Western;” 
referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 


Mr. Wynns presented the petition of Adolphus Sterne; re- 
ferred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 


of land be and the Same are hereby granted to the Trustees of Trinity College 
and their Successors to be located on any vacant and unappropriated land~-in this 
Republic in tracts of not less than one fourth league and that the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office is hereby authorized to issue certificates in tracts of 
not less than one fourth league without charging any fees for the Same and 
the Said Trustees are empowered to employ any legal Surveyor to locate and 
survey the same and make return of his field notes which shall be recieved and 
examined by the -County Surveyor in the manner prescribed by law without 
charging any fees for the same and the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
is hereby required to issue patents for the same to the Trustees aforesaid and their 
Successors and the said land shall not be disposed of in any way by the Trustees 
within a less time than five years after the same shall have been patented by 
the Government nor at any time thereafter unless the same Shall yield to the 
institution three dollars per acre in par funds 
Section three reads: Be it further enacted that the act of incorporating Said 
College Shall continue in force for the Term of one hundred years unless repealed 
at_the period of twenty five years from its passage 
Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2335. Endorsed: 132 An Act suplementary to an 
act entitled an act to Incorporate the Trinity College Approved Jan. 30th 
esd Weed ease ae p3 peaa gia ae refd to Education, ordered to be 
. C, Oo or n s i i i 
frorn Houston. : g The bill is signed Isaac Parker 
e journal for this day is taken from the Daily Bulletin, Dece 
Thomas G. Western was Spanish translator in the General Sands Office in 
ae fore eine a eer ee ate the Auditor to audit his claim for 
i e Lan ice became la i i ’s si Š 
ture. Comptroller’s Civil Service Records. Wy ero SBS tosis ne IE Ee 


1Adolphus Sterne, a citizen of Naco 


: person wou i ili 
incarcerated in the gloomy walls of a prison. He prayed that Congress would 
e ymen (a) th . . sge 
Adolphus Sterne Papers of A Sterne Rore tan a Endorsed: 140 Petition of 


able i 
Memorials and Petitions. 0 TSt time Dec 17th 
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Committe[e] on Claims and Accounts reported f l 
petition of L. Williams.’ ported favorably on 


Mr. Jones presented the petition of sundry citizens of Gon- 
zales for a new county; referred to a Special Committee. 


Mr. Porter presented the petition of sundry citi f th 
North-Eastern frontier.’ y citizens of the 


Mr. Fowler offered the following resolution. Resolved that 
this House receive no new business after the 25th inst. 


Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment: “Unless 
by leave of the House.” ‘The ayes and noes were called for 
on the adoption of the amendment, and stood thus,—ayes 21; 
noes 13. Carried and amendment adopted. 


Mr. Forbes offered the following amendment: after the word 
‘business,’ insert of a private or local nature; adopted; and 
on motion of Mr. Dancy, indefinitely postponed." 


Bill to give a salary to the Clerk of the Supreme Court was 
passed. 

Joint resolution requiring the Secretary of State to suspend 
Hae printing of laws in the Spanish language, was laid on the 

e. 

Bill to organize parts of the counties of Robertson and Milam, 
as a Judicial county, with the name of Marlin was passed. 

Joint resolution requesting the President to carry out and 
complete the arrangement with the State of Yucatan, was read 
second time, and referred to the committee on naval affairs.° 

Mr. Van Ness presented a resolution requiring all laws passed 
by Congress to be translated into the Spanish language im- 
mediately after its adjournment; read 1st time. 

The bill to repeal an act preventing the forced sale of slaves 
being called up, was laid on the table. 

Bill to prevent fire-hunting; after a great deal of amusing 
discussion, and the adoption of an amendment preventing its 
operation in all the counties of the Republic except Houston, 
Lamar, Red River, and propositions to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, Foreign Relations, Claims and Ac- 
counts, Post Office and Post Roads, Finance, State of Republic, 
and County Boundaries, was finally referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Parker of Houston, Van Ness, 
Raymond, Grimes and Caldwell.’ 

Mr. Van Zandt of the Joint Committee to wait upon the 
President, reported that they had performed the duty assigned 

eo tae EE E Congress for the creation of a new 
county out of the limits of Gonzales, Bexar, and Travis, inasmuch as they were so 
far removed from the county seat being from sixteen to thirty miles. Certain 
limits were specified as the bounds A no om i TA P enoo 5 
E A perigee ea Hon W. E. Jones M..C. Austin Travis 
Co Texas. Memorials and Petitions. 


‘T iti has not been found. l 
oT his Sian and the two preceding are from the report in The Weekly 


Tetana especies ne The Weekly Texian, December 22, 1841 
i i e , è 
Whe fames of Bho mien bers of the select ocmmittee are taken from the report 


in The Weekly Texian, December 22, 1841. 
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them, and had been informed by his Excellency that he would 
lay before Congress a message, but was unable to say on what 
day. , 

Mr. -Darnell introduced. a bill to punish public defaulters. 

On motion of Mr. Patillo, a bill to organize a part of the 
counties of Jefferson and Jasper for judicial and other purposes, 
was taken up on its second reading, amended, and ordered to 
be engrossed." 


A bill to repeal certain parts of an act to amend an act reg- 
ulating estrays. 

A bill to incorporate the officers and members of the Grand 
Lodge of the Republic of Texas, and for other purposes. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Capt. John Peacock... 
[illegible] been rejected; read 2d time. , 

On motion of Mr. Raymond, a bill to repeal an act prohibiting 
the forced sale of slaves. was taken up, and substitute offered 
by Mr. Wynns read; and on motion, the bill and substitute were 
laid on the table until called up. 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of sundry citizens of Bowie 
county, for the relief of Silas Porter, a free man of color, which 
was referred.’ 

A bill to amend the several acts regulating the recording 
of deeds and other obligations and written instruments, was 
taken up on its second reading, and on motion, indefinitely 
postponed. 

Joint resolution requiring prosecutors to pay costs in certain 
cases, was taken up, amendment offered by committee adopted ; 
and on motion, resolution laid on the table [until] called up.” 

Joint resolution concerning the fall term, 1841, of the district 
court of Refugio, was taken up on its second reading and 
ordered to be engrossed.” 


A bill to reorganize the judicial districts of the Republic, and 
to reduce the number to six, and to prescribe the time of holding 


‘There are no amendments with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2273. 
Endorsed: 60 Substitute An Act to organize a part of the counties of Jefferson, 
& Jasper for Judicial & other purposes Read ist time Nov 10 Rule suspd & Read 
2a time same day & refd to Comt on County Boundy—-Ordered to be Engd Nov 
27—-Engrossed Nov. 27 1841 Tho. H, Hord Eng. Clk H R 

oa penon nas not Weed found. 

e second section o e joint resolution is amended. The section reads: 
_ Be it further resolved, That if the Republic fail in the prosecution of any 
inferior offence, the court may, at their discretion, and on motion of the District 


attorney, if the prosecution appear to be frivolous or ici 
to pay costs. malicious, order the prosecutor 


It is amended as follows: 


Strike out the words, “frivolous or” in the 4th line of the 2nd Section— 
eet Dia page No. hoe Endorsed: 118 8 Joint Resolution eins 
sts In certain cases—R i i 
Dec 3 refd to Judey Comt Laid on table eee pee troy ae eames Fane 


uFrom this point the journal for thi i i 
December 22; mon j is day is taken from The Weekly Texian, 
_ Certain citizens, from personal knowledge as well as fr i i 
Brace ce Poe Felecia uae aeh oe people did Not ant a EE tees 
t held in the fall o . The situation of i 
rhor ee eon, = pred ae one They believed tet Ae aoc 
o e district court of Refugio County had b r 
destroyed and all cases must be commenced de nov h Meer eee 
mous in requesting the court not to proceed to that” oTe ey, hme he 
petition is dated at Victoria, e ne ean 
Paa Fut aa aN Bi, Ortober 23, 1841, and addressed to His Honor 


] 4 m the Judicial Distri : : 
Petition of Citizens of Refugio County. Memorials sat oe Endorsed: 
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the district courts therein respectivel » was taken up on motion 
of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table. if 

Bill for the relief of Wm. Young, and a joint resolution 
for the relief of H. Kloppenburg, were read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill more effectually to preserve inviolate the right of trial 
by jury, was taken up, and on motion laid on the table. 

Mr. Roberts offered the following resolution: Resolved, 
by the House of Representatives, that a committee be appointed 
to investigate the conduct of the hon. J. M. Hansford, judge 
of the 7th judicial district, touching the discharge of his official 
duties, and that the said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and that they report to this house the 
result of their deliberations as early as practicable. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the resolution was laid on the 
table until to-morrow. 

Mr. Wood introduced a bill to repeal in part an act to abolish 
certain offices therein named. a 

A bill for the relief of A. Bennett and Thomas Lagur 
[Lagow]. 

A bill for the relief of Capt. W. B. Stout and Capt. H. Stout 
and their companies of rangers; 

And a bill to authorize Peggy Rankin to emancipate slaves; 

Were severally read second time, and the latter, on motion, 
indefinitely postponed. 

A bill to amend an act regulating the descent and distribution 
of intestate estates, was taken up on its second reading, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to provide for taking the census; l : 

And a bill to regulate the slave police, were taken up on their 
second reading; and , 

On motion, laid on the table. 

Mr. Wood introduced a bill to repeal the law laying up the 
navy in ordinary.” 

Mr. Van Ness offered the following resolution: Resolved, 
that the judiciary committee be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of fixing by law the amount of reward which any 
person arresting a runaway slave may claim from the owner 
of such slave; and, also, to provide the means of receiving the 
reward so fixed by law and report by bill or otherwise. Adopted. 

On motion, the House adjourned until ten o’clock tomorrow 


morning. 
2 FRIDAY, Dec. 17, [1841] 


House met—roll called—present, Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, 
Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Dennis, Forbes, Fow- 
ler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones 
of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, 
Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, 


This paragraph is from the report in the Austin City Gazette, December 22, 
1841. 
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Smith, and Wood; quorum present—journals of preceding day 
read and adopted. 


Committee on Claims and Accounts, Isaac Parker, chairman, 
reported favorably on petition of Adolphus Sterne; on petition 
of James Robinett, requested to be discharged from the con- 
sideration, as there was not sufficient evidence to sustain the 
claim; on petition of Thos Hanson, recommended its reference 
to Naval Committee; reported favorably on.bill directing the 
Auditor to audit the claims of persons holding receipts of Quar- 
ter Master Wm. N. Mock for supplies, etc.; requested to be 
discharged from the consideration of petition of J. M. N. Bran- 
ham; recommended reference of Jesse Gray to committee on 
Naval Affairs: recommended the reference of the claims of 
pera Howard and A. B. Fleury to committee on Military 

airs.” 


The select committee on petition of citizens of Colorado, 
Jackson, Fayette, Gonzales, and Victoria, for a new county, 
reported favorably—recommended the creation of a county to 
be called Labaca. 


Committee on the state of the Republic, John D. Morris, 
chairman—recommended the indefinite postponement of claim 
of Edward Daniels. 


Recommended the passage of a joint resolution for relief of 
Greenberry Logan. 


Reported in favor of bill to provide for the erection of a 
Penitentiary. 


Reported favorably on bill to incorporate the Colorado Mining 
Company, as amended. 


Recommended reference of petition of Thos. L. Jones to com- 
mittee on claims and accounts. 


Recommended indefinite postponement of petition for Thos. 
Lavoy [sic], a free man of color. 


Reported favorably on bill to repeal the act creating a Board 
of Medical Censors, and recommended its passage. 


Select committee, Wm. E. Jones, chairman, reported favorably 
on petition for a new county to be composed of parts of the 


counties of Travis, Bexar, and Gonzales, and to be called 
Karnes.“ 


Mr. Caldwell presented the petition of K. L. Anderson :” 
referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 


The reports have not been found. 

pe repens have not been found. 

: . Anderson on October 10, 1840, advanced to Brigadi 
Smith the sum of $500 in Texas ‘Treasury notes for the use and beneri of "the 
Republic of Texas and received an order on the Acting Quarter Master General 
and he prayed that the auditor bo direcied 10 att ine sade eee ores oes 

itor be directed t i i i 

of $500, the same made receivable for all dovernment dues. gees a ste 
and payable to said Republic at and before the 10th day of October 1840. The 
order Oe Gene ee the Acting Quartermaster is with the petition. En- 
made to ils Dept by t a ee Ne pppropriation—Returns required to be 
is endorsed: 4 Petition of K L Anderson Gains æ Age ben ty ee 

emorials and Petitions. ie Favourable: 
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Mr. Forbes introduced a joint resolution requiring the comp- 
troller to approve certain claims, which was read first time.” 

Mr. Dancy presented a bill to amend an act creating a system 
of bankruptcy. 

Committee on Finance made a report.” 


COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 15, 1841. 


To the Hon. K. L. ANDERSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The most important subjects which have employed the atten- 
tion of the Committee on Finance in the performance of their 
duties, are the devising of means to raise a revenue for the 
support of the Government, to sustain national faith and public 
credit, to restore an exhausted Treasury, and to point out some 
mode by which the financial condition of the country may be 
promoted. The magnitude and importance of the object of 
their enquiry—a magnitude and importance only to be exceeded 
by the delicacy of its nature—impress upon the Committee 
the difficulty of the task assigned them, and give rise to a well- 
founded diffidence of their ability to execute it with success. 

In the prosecution of their enquiries, the Committee have 
found but little to encourage—but little to cheer them.. A sparse 
population, an empty treasury, a distressed population, a large 
and annually increasing public debt, present to the mind some’ 
of the diffi[c]ulties with which the Committee have had to 
contend, and indicate the necessity of much patriotic devotion 
and of self-sacrificing disposition on the part of the citizens 
of the country, in order for them to entertain a well-founded . 
hope of attaining the ends of their political existence, and of 
securing to themselves the objects for which the battles of the 
country have been fought. The Committee may be permitted 
to remark, that shadows, clouds and darkness have rested upon: 
their investigations, and that the recommendations which they 
now or hereafter feel themselves bound to make are not so 
much matters of choice as of necessity. 

Among. the most fruitful of the causes of the embarrassments 
which afflict the Government and the people, the Committee 
accord the priority to the adoption and long-continued use of, 
the Texas Promissory Notes as a currency. The necessity of 
the times, and the ardent expectation of the citizens generally 
of the rapid advancements of the Republic in prosperity, gave 
rise to the system; and, in the opinion of the Committee, the 
necessities of the times, of which necessities that system has 
been a most productive cause, now demand its abrogation. In 
the. history and experience .of other countries, the expediency 
of issuing Treasury Drafts has been confined to sudden and 
unexpected emergencies, and when drawn against a certain 

This paragraph is taken from The Weekly Texian, December 22, 1841. 


Pri hlet: Report of the Finance Committee. Committee Room, Dec. 
15, icra To the Hon. K L. Pidoron, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 


n. p. n. d. 7 p. Caption title. 


170 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


and proximate revenue; and when they have been resorted to, 
in most prosperous times, and .under the best regulated Gov- 
ernments, under .other circumstances, they have but served to 
increase the embarrassments they sought to avoid, and to in- 
troduce with their use the evils of a depreciated currency. What 
those evils are, a knowledge of the past and the sufferings of 
the present instruct us. 


An unsound currency is looked upon as the greatest calamity 
which can befall the pecuniary condition of a people. In those 
countries where gold and silver have served as the only cur- | 
rency, whenever this has been vitiated by the Government, a 
long train of ills has been its concomitants and consequences. 
The oppression of irredeemable bank paper and depreciated cur- 
rency upon all the employments of industry and upon all the 
interests of community are exhibited to us in the present con- 
dition of the United States, under which the inhabitants of 
that country are laboring. But the dis[t]ress and poverty of 
which such a currency is the origin is too apparent to require 
argument or illustration; or, if further proof be needed, it can 
be found at home, upon an attentive consideration of the causes 
of the present discontent and our present condition, to be at- 
tributed, in a great degree, to a depreciated currency and an 
irredeemable paper money. There is nothing distinguishable 
between an irredeemable paper currency issued upon the credit 
of a bank, and one issued upon the credit of a Government. 
In either case, its operation and consequences are the same; 
and whatever argument can be urged against the one, may, 
with equal force, be urged against the other; for it is no matter 
what the character or origin or nature of the currency is,— 
whether metalic [sic] or created by bank credit, or the credit 
of a Government,—it is its depreciation and vitiation that at- 
taches to it its powers of evil; and whenever these are to be 


found, want, poverty, distress and bankruptcy are attendant 
ills and necessary consequences. 


Scarcely, perhaps, has a national currency ever been so 
depreciated as that of this Republic, if we except the con- 
tinental money of the United States. For two years it has 
been fluctuating at a rate of discount, varying from seventy- 
five to eighty-seven per cent. With the exception of the officers 
of the civil list, who receive the money in payment of their 
salaries at par, the Government is compelled to pay-out its 
Treasury Notes for all other expenses at an average discount 
of eighty-four (84) per cent.; a debt is thereby incurred by 
- the Government of six (6) dollars for every one which it re- 

ceives. The amount of Treasury Notes and eight per cent 
Bonds now in circulation amount to nearly four millions 
(4,000,000) of dollars, which has yielded to the country at 
the average rate of discount between seven and nine hundred 
thousand dollars in good money; for which sum we have con- 
tracted a debt of nearly four millions of dollars, a portion of 
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which: bears an interest of eight per cent., and a portion is at 
an interest of ten per cent. 

But, independent of the consideration of the loss to the Gov- 
ernment in issuing this money, and the tax which must be laid 
on the country for its ultimate redemption, there arises from 
its use another and a more oppressive but less obvious loss to 
the citizens themselves. This arises from the want of a per- 
manent and determined value attached to these notes; The 
money in different parts of the Republic has different value 
when compared with the universal standard value of gold and 
silver ;—at Austin and its vicinity it passes, and for the last 
twelve-month has passed, at a discount of eighty-four per cent.; 
at Houston, and places on the coast, the discount has been 
greater, varying from eighty-five to eighty-seven per cent.; 
while in the eastern sections of the country it has generally 
sold at from seventy-five to eighty per cent. An individual in 
the East possessed of property which will yield a tax of one . 
hundred dollars in Texas money will pay in discharge of that 

tax from twenty (20) to twenty-five (25) dollars in par money, 
` while another with like amount of taxable property will pay 
from sixteen to seventeen dollars; and another at Houston will 
pay only from twelve and a half (12 1/2) to fourteen dollars. 

The Constitution requires us to make taxes equal; and it is 
the bounden duty of Congress so to order it, if it can be done, 
to remove all difficulties, if in their power, which obstruct the 
attainment of this end, and-to devise the best means to secure 
compliance with this constitutional mandate. So long as the 
present currency exists, this provision of the Constitution will 
be practically violated. It is uselesss [sic] for Congress to 
attempt to fix to it a determinate value; its value is regulated by 
circumstances, by a people and by interests, over which Congress 
have no control. In the opinion of the Committee, the only 
way to manifest our obedience, and to act in compliance with 
the fundamental law, is ‘to abrogate the system. 


Another of the pernicious influences which the system works 
upon individual wealth and prosperity from its depreciation and 
want of a permanent and standard estimation, is its mutations 
of value in the hands of different holders while performing 
the offices of currency and effecting the purposes of commerce 
as a medium of exchange. A citizen of this place, who receives 
this money at the rate of six dollars for one, purchases his pro- 
visions or his merchandize at Houston, and pays for them with 
the same money at the rate of seven dollars for one; the Houston 
merchant proceeds with his notes to New-Orleans and makes his 
purchases with the money at the rate of eight dollars of Texas 
money for one of gold and silver; and if necessity requires him 
again to obtain Texas money for the payment of the duties 
on his cargo or for other purposes, upon application to the same 
broker to whom he formerly sold, he procures it at Six or Seven 
for one. This statement is not apocryphal; it is the regular 
course of ‘business, and such results spring from every mer- 


172 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


cantile transaction in which this currency is used as a medium 
of exchange. It is a fact known to the Committeee [sic] that 
within the last two months at Galveston and at New-Orleans 
Texas money was sold in considerable quantities at eight dollars 
in Treasury Notes for one in New-Orleans bank paper. Owing 
to the arrival of several vessels at the former place laden with 
valuable cargoes, an extraordinary demand was created for 
the Treasury Notes for the payment of duties, and those mer- 
chants who had previously sold at twelve and a half cents on 
the dollar were compelled to purchase from the same brokers 
to whom they had sold, at twenty-five cents on the dollar; and 
this to a large amount. Upon this transaction there was a 
loss of fifty per cent. And it may with certainty be asserted, 
that, in all the transactions of buying and selling of these notes - 
in the common operations of commerce, there is a loss of from 
ten to fifteen per cent. Upon whom does this loss fall? Not 
upon the merchant; for he taxes it upon the price of the goods. 
The loss falls on the consumer,—the industrious, steady, labor- 
ious and most valuable portion of the community,—upon the 
planter, the farmer, the stock-raiser and all the productive 
classes of the country. Who are the gainers in the transac-. 
tions? A variously depreciated currency, and a fluctuating state 
of the exchanges have always opened a wide and an abundant 
harvest to the money brokers; they always profit largely in 
the disorders of the currency, and have the same interests in 
the existence of such disorders as lawyers have in litigation 
or physicians in the diseases of the human frame. The brokers 
are the only gainers by the depreciation and irregularity of our 
currency, and by the losses and suffering of the productive 
energies of the country. The persons so profited are not even 
our own citizens; it is to the brokers of New-Orleans, (for 
through their hands all the Texas money which is used for 
the purposes of commerce or as a medium of exchange must 
necessarily. pass), that the disordered state of our finances, and 
the | distressed situation of the country comes “with healing 
on its wings,” while to all classes of our own citizens it is 
a source of difficulty, impoverishment and ruin. 


It is, perhaps, impossible to estimate with accuracy the 
amount of the losses and injuries suffered by the inhabitants 
of this country in consequence of the derangement and the 
fluctuations in the currency. But an estimate may be made 
with sufficient accuracy to establish the fact that it constitutes 
one of the heaviest burthens which distress the people. In 
the United States, in the year 1815 and 1816, when the average 
depreciation of their bank notes was at fifteen per cent., it is 
supposed that the annual loss to the productive classes from that 
cause alone amounted to ten per cent. upon the amount in cir- 
culation, or six millions of dollars annually, there being then 
sixty millions. in circulation. Adopting this estimate as a 
standard, and admitting that the proportion would continue 
the same as the depreciation was augmented, it would appear 
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that the loss to this country would amount annually to fifty 
per cent. upon the circulation. But there are a variety of causes 
which operate to prevent the elements of this calculation from 
bearing this proportion to each other when the scale of deprecia- 
tion was increased. But the Committee are satisfied they speak 
within the bounds of probability when they estimate their loss 
at thirty thousand dollars per annum in par money. This sum 
is wrung from the hands of sturdy industry in this country to 
san toa the citizens of another, without equivalent and without 
value! me 

With the establishment of this fact, all further argument 
might cease. The friends of retrenchment cannot find a more 
suitable object upon which to exercise their labors and solicitude 
in the task of economical reform than this subject presents. 
By lopping off this cause of expenditure, they will save to the 
country annually a sum of money sufficient to pay nearly one- 
half of the whole contingent and civil list. 

But there are other views by which the subject may be illus- 
trated, and which tend to strengthen the conviction of the Com- 
mittee in the policy of the measure which they recommend. 

One of the necessary consequences of the unsoundness of 
the currency, and the profits it accumulates in the hands of 
the brokers in performing the operations of commerce, is its 
constant diminution and a constant withdrawal of a portion 
from circulation; consequently new issues must be made. This 
new issue will work a further depreciation, which will again 
demand a farther issue, until finally the money becomes more 
valueless than the paper on which it is printed. 

“The history of paper money,” says Judge Story, “without 
any adequate funds pledged to redeem it, and resting merely 
on the pledge of the national faith, has been in all ages and 
in all nations the same, It has constantly become more and 
more depreciated; and has, in some instances, ceased from this 
cause to have any circulation whatsoever, whether issued by 
the irresistible edict of a despot or by the more alluring order 
of a Republican Congress. There is an abundance of illustrative 
facts scattered over the history of those of the American Col- 
onies who ventured upon this pernicious scheme of raising; 
money to supply the public wants during their subjection to 
the British Crown; and in the several States, from the declara- 
- tion of independence down to the present time. Even the 
United States, with almost inexhaustible resources and with a 
population of nine millions of inhabitants, exhibited, during 
the late war with Great Britain, the humiliating spectacle of 
Treasury Notes, issued and payable in a year, remaining unre- 
deemed, and sunk by depreciation to one-half of their value! 

There are a variety of causes which create a greater degree 
of uncertainty and fluctuation in their value than has perhaps 
ever before affected the currency of the country. In other 
words, dealing in them has more of the character of a gambling 
speculation than of a business transaction. As hope or fears 
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predominate with regard to the present resources or future 
prospects of the country, or with regard to the action of this 
or any subsequent Congress upon the subject, their value falls 
or rises. What disposition will Congress make of the liabilities 
of the Government? Will they be redeemed? Will the Govern- 
ment repudiate them? What influence will the success or 
failure of the negotiation of the loan have upon their value? 
Will the Loan be effected? Has the country the means or the 
disposition to redeem these notes? Can any plan be presented 
to postpone the payment of them, which will be satisfactory 
to the holders, and secure to them a certain annually accruing 
interest? These inquiries indicate the doubt, anxiety and un- 
certainty which affect the minds of persons interested therein, 
and are calculated to disturb the permanency of their value and 
to enhance to an almost infinite degree the variableness of their 
worth. Such is the trembling uncertainty of their estimation, 
that oftentimes circumstances, too minute to be detected by the 
most vigilant, cause a rise or fall in their price. 


Among the high powers delegated to Congress are those of 
raising money to pay the public debt, to regulate commerce, to 
coin money and to determine the value thereof. In the opinion 
of the Committee, none of these great ends of sovereignty can 
be attained so long as the present depreciated and irredeemable 
paper is retained as the currency of the country. The national 
faith has been pledge[d] for the payment of the public debt; 
and that pledge should be redeemed. A contrary course would 
be in violation of truth, honor and justice. Commerce must be 
regulated, and the value of the money we use as a currency be 
determined. This the Constitution makes imperative on Con- 
gress. Whatever course the Committee may recommend relative 
to these subjects, they have not fully determined; nor is it, 
perhaps, now necessary. But while they feel the injunction to 
adopt measures to secure these ends resting upon them, with 
the responsibility of a constitutional obligation, they have no 
hesitancy in declaring that a recurrence to a sound currency is 
the only mode which has as yet suggested itself, or which, in 
their opinion, can be devised which will facilitate their ac-: 
ecomplishment. 


In conformity with these views, the Committee recommend 
the adoption of the accompanying joint resolution [making 


wold and silver alone receivable in payment of public dues.] 
All of which is respectfully submitted. f 


Top ROBINSON, Chairman. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That for all 
debts, fines, penalties, forfeitures, or dues of any other kind, 
which may accrue to the said Republic, after the first day of 
April, 1842, nothing shall be received in payment but gold and 
silver, until otherwise directed by law. 
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On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the resolutions to im- 
peach the President, Vice-President, and Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, for sending off thé Santa Fé Expedition, and drawing 
money from the Treasury without authority of law, were taken 
up. 

On motion the House proceeded to dispose of the business on 
the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the day.* 

Mr. Darnell moved a call of the House, and the sergeant-at- 
arms was despatched for absentees. 


Mr. Van Zandt moved to suspend a further call of the House, 
as the absent members were too unwell to attend. Lost. 


Mr. Parker of Houston, moved the House adjourn until 3 
o'clock P. M. Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Raymond, a further call of the House was 
suspended, and on motion of Mr. Van Ness, a commit[t]ee was 
appointed to wait on Messrs Williamson and Wynns, and receive 
their votes separately upon the adoption of the resolutions. 

Mr. Latimer moved the House adjourn until 3 P. M. Lost. 

The committee appointed to wait on absent members reported 
their duty performed. | ` : l 
a Mayfield and Robinson afterwards appeared’ in the 

ouse.” . 

The question was.then taken on the adoption of the following 
resolution: Resolved, by the House of Representatives, that 
his Excellency M. B. Lamar, President of this Republic, has 
been guilty of a violation of the Constitution in fitting out the 
Santa Fe Expedition, and the withdrawal of moneys from the 
Treasury for that and other purposes without authority of law; 
and that a committee be appointed to draft articles of impeach- 
ment to be preferred against him at the bar of the Senate. 

The ayes and noes were called for on the question, and stood 
thus: Ayes, Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, 
Head, Hewett, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Pen- 
nall, Roberts, Van Zandt and Wood—13. 

Nays, Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cooke; Dancy, Forbes, Fowler, 
Grimes, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuy- 
kendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Mayfield, Morris, 
Patillo, Porter, Raymond, Robinson, Smith, Usher, Van Ness, 
Williamson and Wynns—25. Lost. : a 

The question was then put on the adoption of the following 
resolution: Resolved, by the H. of Representatives, that his 
Excellency David G. Burnett, Vice President, while discharging 
the duties of President, has been guilty of a violation of the 
Constitution in the withdrawal of moneys from the Treasury 
without authority of law; and that [a] committee be appointed .Ț 
to draft articles of impeachment to be preferred against him 
at the bar of the Senate. . 

wThis paragraph and the six following are from the report in The Weekly 


Tesi 22, 3 s i 
phi ai is from the reports in the mA City Gazette, December- 22, 


1841, and the Daily Bulletin, December 18, ; 
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The ayes and noes were called for on the question and stood 
thus: Ayes, Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, 
Head, Hewett, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Pennaill, 
Roberts, Van Zandt and Wood—13. 

Noes, Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Forbes, Fow- 
ler, Grimes, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Mayfield, Morris, 
Patillo, Porter, Raymond, Robinson, Smith, Usher, Van Ness, 
Williamson, Wynns—25. Lost, and resolution rejected. 

The question on the adoption of the following resolution, was 
then put: Resolved by the H. of Representatives, that the Hon. 
Jno. G. Chalmers, Secretary of the Treasury, has been guilty 
of a violation of the Constitution, and of the duties of his 
office, in the withdrawal of moneys from the Treasury of the 
Republic, without the authority of the law; and that a com- 
mittee be appointed to draft articles of impeachment to be 
preferred against him at the bar of the Senate. 

The question was put on the adoption of the resolution, and 
stood thus: Ayes, Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Daniels, Darnell, 
Dennis, Head, Hewett, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, 
Pennall, Roberts, Van Zandt and Wood—13. 

Noes, Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Forbes, Fowler, 
Grimes, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuy- 
kendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Mayfield, Morris, Pa- 
tillo, Porter, Raymond, Robinson, Smith, Usher, Van Ness, 
Williamson, and Wynns—-25. Lost, and motion rejected.” 

[Burnet’s Reply to the Report of the Committee on the Santa 
Fé Expedition was read.]” 

OAKLAND, 17th January, 1842. 


To the Hon. I. VAN ZANDT, G. T. Woop, JOHN BROWN, and W.. 
N. PORTER, Select Committee on Resolutions relative to the 
Santa Fe Expedition: 


GENTLEMEN :— 
I have but recently seen your report to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and I cannot, in justice to myself and with a proper 


2This paragraph and the eight preceding are taken from t i 
Weekly Tesian, December 29, dsi E he report in The 
eply to the Report of the Committee on the Santa Fe Expedition. TBR i 
G. Burnet.] [At end:] Telegraph Press, Houston, 8 p. Bik cm. an tle 
_ Burnet’s reply to the committee is not a part of the Journal. However, the 
insertion at this point is justified, in the opinion of the editor, by the importance 
and the rarity of the document. The following letter from Burnet to the Editor 
of the Telegraph precedes the reply to the committee: 


To the EDITOR OF THE TELEGRAPH: OAKLAND, June 25th, 1842. 


The accompanying communication was written at th i i 
circumstances beyond my control, prevented its publication at as out 4 Gates Put 
I could have wished. The re-assembling of the Congress, presents a favorable 
opportunity for its appearance; and I think it due to the truth: to the many 
respectable citizens who have recently expressed their political partialities for me; 
to myself and my friends abroad, that some exposition of the very serious affairs 
to which it relates should be made, and that a “report” of a select committee of 
the Hon. House of Representatives, charging me with a violation of “every obliga- 
tion which te peld sacred by MaM should not remain on file among the “archives 

, out an e i iti 
onne Republie, without ort to expose the error of its positions, and the 
It is for these reasons, and not to gratif 


I request you will give the communication a plam i re for recrimination, that 


a place in your valuable paper. 
Your ob't. serv’t. 
DaviD G. BURNET., 
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regard for the correctness of public opinion, refrain from offer- 
ing some comments upon it. 

Your second resolution, reported for adoption by the House, 
has excited my astonishment; and did I not know some of you to 
be gentlemen of good intelligence and unblemished character, 
that feeling would speedily have resolved itself into unmingted 
disgust. But I am gratified in believing [sic] that some of you, at 
least, have acted under erroneous impressions, resulting from 
inadvertence or produced by the artifice of others. The second 
resolution charges: 

“That His Excellency, David G. Burnet, Vice-President, while 
discharging the duties of President, has been guilty of a viola- 
tion of the Constitution in the withdrawal of moneys from- ~ 
the treasury without authority of law; and that a committee 
be appointed to draft articles of impeachment, to be preferred 
against him at the bar of the Senate.” 

This is a grave and momentous charge, and is uttered with 
all becoming solemnity. It imports some high malfeasance in 
office, and if unexplained, might afford much material for 
vituperation. I regret, therefore, that you have not set forth 
your specifications a little more distinctly and at large. You 
have stated generally, the ground of your complaint, and have 
descanted upon it in a spirit of acrimony that would accord 
better with the virulence common to party disquisitions, than 
with the well-tempered urbanity which should characterise the 
report of a Congressional Committee. You have asserted that 
‘“nothwithstanding [sic] his (my) approval of an act requiring 
the Secretary of the Treasury to cancel or have cancelled and 
balanced, the unexpended balances of all appropriations that 
were made previous to that session of Congress: * * * * im- 
mediately after the adjournment of Congress, he assumed the 
high responsibility to order to be drawn from the public Treas- 
ury, under the pretext of the appropriation already cancelled 
by the act of Congress alluded to, the sum of 50,185 89 dollars.” 
And this alledged high assumption of mine, you have unre- 
servedly stigmatised as a breach of “every obligation which ts 
held sacred by man.” ; ; 

This is harsh language gentlemen: and a sweeping denuncia- 
tion. To uninformed minds, it is calculated to. impart a sus- 
picion that I have been guilty of many and various official 
misdeeds of the grossest kind. The official stamp it bears and 
the known respectability of some of you, give it point and vigor 
and a semblance of authenticity: while the fact that it remains 
of record, among the archives of the Hon. House of Representa- 
tives, changes its destiny and confers on what would otherwise 
be a mere ephemeral slander, something like perpetuity. 

Permit me to ask you gentlemen, in what section of the 
Constitution you find any authority vested in a Committee of 
the House of Representatives, thus to prejudge and villify the 
Chief Magistrate of the Republic? You have descanted some- 
what largely on that venerable instrument, and have “doubted 
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the power of the House to pass a resolution of censure upon 
another department of the government.” If the House cannot 
do so, and assuredly it cannot without a violation of propriety 
and order, by what rule of construction do you, infer that a 
Committee of the House may innocently fulminate its anathemas 
against a co-ordinate department without measure and without 
the grace of truth to sanction them? I am persuaded that the 
most of you have signed your report without considering the 
censorial tendency of some of its language. 

“The omnipotence of Parliament,” is a phrase familiar to 
English ears. Ht is a political fungus, exuded by time, from the 
stock of immemorial usages, which, with an occasional engraft- 
ing of written rights, constitute the ill-defined, tree of British 
liberty. But this very excrescence was one weighty greavance 
complained of by our revolutionary ancestors, and was carefully 
sought to be avoided by the adoption of a written Constitution 
for the government of the United States. We also have a writ- 
ten instrument, which is the organic law of your political being, 
as it is of the rights of the humblest citizen. In that law, I can 
preceive [sic] no exclusive authority confered upon the Congress, 
or any Committee of either House thereof, to interpret their 
own enactments.: My impression is, that the authoritative in- 
terpretation of the law is confided to the Judiciary, the Senate 
in certain circumstances excercising [sic] judicial functions. 
But there is an interpretation for use, for ones government, 
whether in official or private transactions; and it is this, the ` 
right to which I believe is not confered exclusively on the Con- 
gress or any subdivision of it: and I am persuaded, the more 
sensible portion of you will not dispute a co-equal right in the 
Executive, whatever may be your opinion of your superior skill 
in the exercise of it. Some of you are lawyers, and of course 
familiar with the diversity of interpretations of which many 
human statutes are susceptible. Even the Divine ordinances 
have not escaped constructions as diverse and incongruous oné 
with another, as the various fancies of men could render to 
them. It is, therefore, nothing marvellous that the Executive 
and a Committee of the House should differ in their interpreta- 
tion of a statute, and I confidently expect to convince such of 
you as are disposed to be convinced, that, “notwithstanding I 
approved the act which required the unexpended balances of 
all appropriations made previous to that session of Congress to 
be cancelled, &c.,” I did not violate “every (or any) obligation 
which is held sacred by man” when I “ordered to be drawn from 
the treasury the sum of 50,185 89 dollars.” I have not the law, 
before me nor any other data than are found in your report, 
in which, I presume, the law is correctly quoted. 

A portion of the sum above named, was ordered to be paid 
to a Mr. Jouett. That gentleman resides in Red River, e 
of the adjacent counties. He was a stranger to me at the time 
of his arrival in Austin, and I had no personal or political 
partialities to gratify or disturb. He came to the Capitol shortly 
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after the adjournment of the last Congress, with a considerable 
claim on the government, for provisions furnished Col. Cooke’s 
command, which was then employed on the projected military 
road. .Mr. Jouett had exhausted his own means and borrowed 
others to enable the troops to proceed with their interesting, 
and if they had not been prematur[e]ly suspended, most valu- 
able labors. His vouchers were found correct and his accounts 
were duly audited: but the Secretary of the Treasury enter- 
tained some doubts of the propriety of paying them, under the 
eancelling law, which had then recently passed, and been “ap- 
proved.” The case was referred to the Executive and I was 
required to give my interpretation of the law, or else, imperi- 
ously to reject the equitable demand of a citizen who had con- 
fided in the pledges of the government and advanced his sub- 
stance for the sustenance of its troops. I chose the first alterna- 
tive, from a conviction that governments were created for the 
protection and comfort of their citizens, and not to annoy or 
swindle them. 

I was clearly of opinion that the late Congress, by using the 
words “unexpended balances,” did fully intend that all claims 
which were then, at the passing of the law, subsisting against 
. any previous appropriation, should be punctually paid; that 
quoad hoc, the appropriation, was regarded as expended:. that 
the money thus due, if any there was, was virtually, and in the 
contemplation of the law, substracted from the “unexpended 
balance,” and remained in the treasury as a special deposit, 
subject to the order of the individual to whom it was bona fide 
owing and due. 


This, gentlemen, was my view of the law of cancellation ; 
and you will not question that it is in accordance with common 
justice, common sense, and the good faith of the government. 
Mr. Jouett had furnished the necessary supplies and received 
his legal vouchers, long before the law cancelling “unexpended 
balances,” had passed. His right to the money due was perfect; 
and to have denied it to him, would have been an egregious. 
violation of that right, if not of “every obligation which is 
held sacred by man.” ‘And it would also have been incompatible 
with the Constitution which you seem so sedulous to preserve 
inviolate, by giving a retroactive operation to the cancelling 
law. If I had given a different construction to that law, as 
you have done, and had, in the wantonness of power, unchastened 
by conscience, inflicted disappointment and pecuniary ruin on 
a worthy citizen, by an arbitrary withholding of his just dues, 
I should have felt rebuked at every recollection of some really 
honorable men, who were members of the Congress which passed 
the law; and who were utterly incapable of meditating a fraud 
so palpable and gross. And I can assure you, gentlemen, had I 
beleived [sic] that law would have been perverted to such a 
righteousness, it would never have received my approval. 
am more than willing to attribute you[r] different and, as 
conceive, very erroneous interpretation of the law, to immature 
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reflection, rather than to any invidious design to impute 
iniquitous legislation to your predecessors. 

The residue of the 50,185 89 dollars was, if I am not mistaken 
in my recollection, disbursed in paying the officers and soldiers 
of the late regular army, at the time of their disbandment. As 
you have justly remarked, “the last Congress adjourned leaving 
an army in the field without a dollar appropriated to the main- 
tenance of it;” and it is further true, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives passed a resolution recommending the President to 
disband that army. That resolution was only advisory, but 
the omission to make an appropriation for the pay and sub- 
sistence of the army, rendered its disbandment a matter of 
necessity. I accordingly ordered the army to be disbanded, 
and in doing so, I confess it did not enter into all my thoughts, 
that those officers and soldiers, the most of whom had been 
employed in very arduous duty on the extreme frontier, should 
be unceremoniously dismissed the public service, without receiv- 
ing the miserable modicum of compensation, which was paid 
to them in the form of “promissory notes;” and be suddenly 
cut off from their daily rations, without the means of purchas- 
ing a loaf of bread.—This iniquitous and inhuman policy, did 
not, I repeat, enter into all my imaginings; but if it had, and 
it had been possible for me to adopt it, (as it certainly was 
not,) and it had been carri[e]d out, what, think you, would 
have beea [sic] the consequence? Would those soldiers, the 
major part of whom had been enlisted abroad, and were not 
likely to be restrained by any powerful yearnings towards our 
government or country, have taniely submitted to be thus thrown 
destitute, from the toils and privations of a frontier camp, upon 
the charity of the world? I have heard there were some fierce 
and reckless spirits among them, and circumstances approve the 
report. Who could have predicted the manner or the measure 
of revenge for such cruel injustice, which those would have 
sought; whether it would have resulted in the conflagration 
of the Treasury and Land Offices, or in the promiscuous sacking 
of the feeble town of Austin? I have had- some experience of 
the wild frensies which accompany a military mob; and do most 
solemnly deprecate another exhibition of them in Texas.. 

But you, gentlemen, have assumed a more rigid rule of action, 
which precludes all consideration of consequences. You say, 
“the Constitution is plain and peremptory in its declarations; 
it admits of no exception, case of contingency, that possibly 
may arise;” and from the confident tone of your denunciation, 
it is fair to presume that you regard your own interpretation 
of the law as of equal authority with the Constitution. You 
seem to have adopted the hackneyed apothegm fiat justitia ruat 
coelum, in all its inflexibility; and to consider that imprac-- 
ticable abstraction, which usually serves to grace the schoolboy’s 
declamation, as expressing a necessary ingredient in human 
legislation and practice-—The Deity alone, can administer per- 
fect justice. He alone is above the influence of contingency: 
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and to Him only is the unvarying rigor of your doctrine of 
inflexibility, practicable. 

I do not, nevertheless, solicit any indulgence, on the score 
of human infirmity, in the matter of paying off the late army. 
As in the former case, I regarded the money due to the officers 
and soldiers of that army, as an expended portion of the previous 
appropriation made specially for their pay and maintenance: 
and therefore as excepted from the operation of the law sancel- 
ling [sic] the “unexpended balance” of that appropriation. To 
this conclusion I was directed by my own judgment: and I be- 
lieve the Executive is supposed to have and to exercise that 
faculty, as well as a Committee of the House of Representatives. 
But you, it appears, have arrived at a different conclusion: 
nnd [ste] with a confidence which is rather indicative of zeal, 
than of knowledge, have founded on your own misguided inter- 
pretation of the law, the monstrous charge that I have “violated 
every obligation which is held sacred by man!!”—Carrying out 
your postulate, that the Constitution had certainly been violated, 
you essay to magnify the atrocity of the act, by suggesting a 
happier expedient to which I ought, in your estimation, to have 
had recourse in “such extraordinary emergency.” You say, 
“the Constitution gives to the President power, upon extra- 
ordinary occasions, to convene both Houses of Congress.” This 
was indeed a very obvious recourse: and it would, probably, 
have been resorted to, had my mind been as awfully impressed 
with “the extraordinary emergency” and as limited and strait- 
ened in its understanding of the law and its intendments, as 
yours seem to be. But do you really think, that, regarding 
the whole matter as I did and still do, I would have been 
excusable for reassembling the Congress, who had just about. 
reached their several homes and subjecting the country to an 
expense of about fifty thousand dollars, for the idle purpose 
of consulting them on the propriety of paying out about a like 
sum, which was justly due and which, I entertained no doubt 
of law or Constitution, it was their equitable intention should 
be paid. It needs no effort of the imagination to conceive of 
the thousand tongues and the host of partizan pens, that would 
have assailed the author of such a ridiculous expenditure of 
the public funds: and really I should have been justly charge- 
able with excessive fastidiousness, if not with absolute incom- 
petency to understand a plain duty, enjoined upon me by law, 
sanctioned by justice and rendered necessary by the pledged 
faith of the Government, had I been guilty of that folly. 


But admitting the utmost latitude, or rather, the strictest 
rigor of your construction of the law and that the money was 
ordered to be drawn from the Treasury -without a shadow of 
authority, still gentlemen, your description of the offence Fa 
exceedingly overwrought and extravagant. It could not, by 
any rational measure of exaggeration, be supposed to involve 
a breach of “every obligation which is held sacred by- man 
These terms import every conceivable variety and degree. 0 
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moral turpitude of which a public officer is capable. I believe 
you do not pretend (and you could not in truth,) that the money 
ordered to be drawn was applied to any other than honest public 
uses. If it had been applied to any sinister purpose or had been 
mysteriously abstracted from the public treasury, as some others 
have been, your sweeping denunciation would have worn a more 

sensible aspect and the contriver of it, have been less obnoxious 
to a suspicion of stolid malignity. ‘Weak fancies are apt to 
expand into hyperbole: but a select Committee of the House, 
cannot be charg[e]lable with such weakness, and I am therefore 
the more surprised to find your names appended to a document 
which betrays so much of it. 

But how did it happen gentlemen that my name was dragged 
into your inquisitions at all? The style of your Committee (and 
the style is usually an index to the subjects committed,) would 
show that matters connected with the Santa Fé Expedition were 
alone submitted to your consideration: and the whole scope of 
the resolutions with which you were charged, seems to con- 
template no other subject. You knew or might have known, 
that I had no agency whatever in “fitting-up and sending-out” 
that unhappy expedition. My disapprobation of it was often 
expressed long before its organization, and I then apprehended 
and stated as more than possible, a catastrophe smiliar to that 
which we have too much reason to fear has befallen it. Why 
was it then that I was drawn under your sensorial [sic] consid- 
eration, on a special reference, in the subject-matter of which 
I had no participation or concern? You seem to have “travelled 
out of your record” to get hold of a name which many vipers 
have bit at and spent their venom for naught. But without 
intending to ascribe to you any unworthy motives of personal 
unkindness, I am persuaded that you have indiscreetly permitted 
your names to be used for purposes which your informed judg- 
ments would not have sanctioned, nor your better feelings have 
approved, had you bestowed upon your report, the customary 
consideration. 

I know not what disposition the House has made of your 
notable resolution relative to myself. I seldom see a newspaper 
and know little of what is being done at Austin. But I do 
well know that I have never done an act, as a public man, in 
Texas or elsewhere which I am afraid to avow and defend 
before any tribunal. While my conscience condemns me not, it , 
is a small matter to be judged of other men. 

Your obedient Servant, 
Davip G. BURNET. 


- Mr. Grimes rose and desired information from the Chairman 
of the Printing Committee, of the probable cost of the printing | 
of the yeas and nays taken some three or four times a day during 
the session, on questions of adjournment.” 

House adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M. 


=This paragraph is from the reports in the Austin Cit t 
1841, and the Daily Bulletin, December 18, 1841, anette, December 2i; 
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FRIDAY EVENING [December 17.] 


House met—roll called—quorum present. 


Mr. Parker of Fort Bend presented the petition of B. H. H. 
Butts; referred to the Committee on Public Lands.” 


Mr. Brown presented the petition of George W [D]. Me 
Gimsey ; referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 


Mr. Raymond moved to print 200 copies of the report of 
the Finance Committee; rejected. 


Mr. Jones of Galveston presented the petition of Charles F. 
Worcester; referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 


Mr, Roberts asked leave of absence for the afternoon: 
granted.” 


A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate Trinity College, 
was passed. 


Bill to organize a part of the counties of Jefferson and Jasper 
for Judicial and other purposes was passed. , 


Resolution that Congress would adjourn on the 1st January 
was laid on the table until communications ‘are received from 
the Executive. 


Bill to provide for the translation of the laws of each session 
of Congress into the Spanish Language and their publication in 
a public journal, was engrossed. 

Bill for the relief H. Kloppenburgh was passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Young, passed. 


#Benjamin H. H. Butts was a citizen of Virginia about the year 1836. General 
Memucan Hunt was at that time acting as the agent of Texas in the United 
States to induce people to emigrate to the Republic of Texas to aid in her 
defence. He represented to the petitioner that each man of family who would 
volunteer to come would receive a league and a labor of land and would have 
one year after his discharge from the army to bring his family. Butts arrived 
in Texas, November, 1836, and was received and mustered into service on December 
1. He continued in the service for eleven months when he received an honorable 
.discharge. Within a year afterward, he returned to the United States and brought 
his family, consisting of his wife and children, to Texas and they had been 
residents and citizens of the Republic ever since. He received a certificate for 
only 640 acres when he came under the express pledge that he should receive a 
league and a labor. Butts felt that his compensation had been inadequate and 
prayed Congress to grant him a sufficient quantity of the unappropriated_public 
lands to make with the 640 acres aforesaid a league and a labor. Endorsed: 
19 Benjamin H. H. Butts Petition to Congress 5th Jany 1841 P Lands. 
Memorials and Petitions. N L . 

“George D. McJimsey, a citizen of Harrison County, acting under special 
instructions from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, had compiled a 
complete transcript of all surveys and plats which now compose the present county 
of Panola. He had presented the account to the auditor, who rejected it, in 
consequence of instructions from the Secretary of the Treasury not to audit 
any more accounts unless there was a spécial appropriation made by Congress. 
As the appropriations made by the last Congress were now exhausted, McJimsey 
prayed that a special act be passed for his benefit requiring the auditor to audit 
his accounts and issue a draft for $621.50 receivable at the Secretary of the 
Treasury for government dues. Endorsed: 96 George D McJimsey Petition to 
Congress Refd. to Com on Claims & accounts .Dec. 17. Memorials and Petitions. 

3Charles F. Worcester represented that about the middle of October, 1835, he 
suffered serious loss and damage by. the collector of the port of Galveston seizing, 
contrary to law, a vessel.known as the “Schooner Buckeye.” As soon as the error 
became apparent, the vessel was restored, much injured and damaged, for all 
which reparation had been promised, but never made, notwithstanding the declara- 
tion of the present collector that the seizure was illegal, and the opinion of the 
Attorney General of the Republic that speedy reparation was due. The petitioner 
prayed Congress to redress this grievance, and save an humble citizen from litiga- 
tion with the government, as unnecessary as it, would be unjust. Endorsed: 155 
Petition of Chas. F. Worcester. Memorials and Petitions. i , 

*This paragraph and the four preceding are taken from the report in the Daily 
Bulletin, December 18, 1841. 
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Joint resolution concerning the fall term 1841 of the District 
court for the county of Refugio; was passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Armistead Bennet and 
Thomas Lagow, was passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Josiah H. Beaty and others, 
was passed. | 

House adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, Dec. 18th, 1841. 


House met: roll called; present, Messrs. Speaker Bowers, 
Dancy Daniels, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, 
Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, 
Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Parker of Houston, Parker of 
Fort Bend, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Van Zandt, 
Williamsons [sic], Wood; and Wynns; quoram [sic] present; 
journals of the preceding day read and adopted.” 

Committee on Engrossed bills, Thos. M. Dennis chairman, 
made the usual report.” 

Mr. Van Ness introduced an act supplementary to an act to 
raise a revenue by impost duties, approved July 5th 1841; was 
read ist time. 

Mr. Fowler presented the memorial of G. W. Wright; referred 
to Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 

Mr. Latimer presented the petition of the surviving children 
of Daniel McKenney, dec’d; referred to committee on Public 
Lands.” 


2The journal for this day is from the Daily Bulletin, December 20, 1841. 

2The report has not been found. 

2George W. Wright, a citizen of Lamar County, sometime during the month of 
February, 1841, entered into contract with H. L. Grush, acting quartermaster of 
the Republic, to deliver eight thousand pounds of bacon to him at George Town 
on Red River then in command of Captain Holliday; 2,000 pounds of which 
were to be delivered on the 15th of March, 1841, and the ‘balance on the ist 
of June, 1841. At a great loss of meat, and at great expense and loss of time 


and labor, he produced the requisite amount of bacon to fill the contract and - 


delivered 2000 pounds at George Town about March 15. About the first of April 
Wright was notified that the balance of the bacon on said contract would not 
be received in consequence of the army having been disbanded. Conceiving himself 
bound to comply with said contract he transmitted about the ist of June following 
to the Secretary of War a history of the whole transaction praying for some 
instruction as to what disposition should be made of the remaining 6000 pounds 
of bacon thus thrown upon his hands. No instructions were received from the 
War Department, and he faced almost a total loss. He prayed Congress to 
afford him such relief as a compliance with the contract on the part of the 
government would give, together with interest upon the money from the time it 
came due by the contract. Endorsed: Petition of George W. Wright for com- 
pensation for supplies. Petition Copy—of original Claims & Accts Dec 14th 1842 
Jan’y 20/53. Refd to Cims. & Accts. [The petition seems to have been presented 
to the 7th Congress and the 5th Legislature. "With it are two affidavits dated 
October 8, 1841, and November 18, 1844, respectively as to the correctness of his 
cinama aniones e E 
etition of heirs of Danie cKinney : Daniel McKinney, H. C. McKinney, G. Y. 
McKinney, Ashley McKinney, Rebecca Creager, Martha Collum, Mary Mckinney, 
Amy Brinlee, Elizabeth A. Brinlee, all surviving children of Daniel McKinney, 
deċeased, stated that they emigrated to the Republic of Mexico, what is now 
the Republic of Texas, and settled on Red River in 1824, Daniel McKinney died 
in 1825. The Board of Land Conimissioners appointed by Congress for Red River 
County granted to the heirs of Daniel McKinney a certificate and an order for 
survey of one league and one labor of land believing them to be justly entitled 
to the same. The Travelling Board of Commissioners condemned the certificate as 
fraudulent in tonsequence of the place of said Daniel McKinney being cut off by 
the Iate line run between the two governments. Daniel ceKinney died in land 
eee Coa laid Sy n ONTE ane first land law of the Republic of Texas 
n etitioners had lived in the Republic fro ime 
(1841), had served the country faithtally, Por Gan ene a ee 


, four of them being in the T 
Revolution. They prayed Congress to pass a special law for their benefit stance 


s 
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The petition of C. Grubbs; Referred to Committee on state 
_of the Republic.” 

Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, reported on 
petition of James N. Harris, and asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration.” 

The bill to repeal the act prohibiting forced sale of slaves 
was made the special order of the day for Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, “a bill to reduce into one and amend 
the several acts concerning “executions” was taken up; 

Mr. Williamson said he hoped the consideration of this bill 
would be deferred till Tuesday next. He said he considered it 
the most important to the people of any bill which had yet 
been before the House. He said there had been important 
measures before the House, but this affected the people more 
directly than any other. He said he could not speak for east. of 
the Brazos, but west of it, they were very nearly interested 
in it. He said the state of :his health would not permit his 
making any exertion at that time and give the bill the attention. 
that he wished and he asked as a personal favor that it should 
be deferred. After some further debate the bill was made the 
special order of the day for Wednesday. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, a bill to provide for the erection of 
a Penitentiary was taken up, and a bill of the Senate adopted 
as a substitute for the original. -7 : 

Mr. Forbes offered the following additional section, that the 
appropriation for it should not be paid out of the Treasury 
until the civil and civil contingent expenses of the Government 
should be provided for, which was rejected. 

Mr. Wood moved to strike out the 8th section, which provides 
that during the day the female convicts shall be employed in 
domestic duties, and that they shall at all times be kept sepa- 
rate and distinct from the men. - . . 

Mr. Van Zandt offered as a substitute for the motion. of Mr. 
Wood, provided that no female shall be sentenced to confinement 
in the Penitentiary. l 

The motion to strike out was supported by Messrs. Wood; 
Williamson and Van Zandt, and opposed by Messrs. Cooke, 
Morris, Fowler, and Raymond. 

Mr. Williamson thought it a bad plan to imprison women at 
all. He said if it was done, that when either husband or wife 
was imprisoned the other would be incited to the commission 
of crime for the purpose of remaining together; and cited the 


Endorsed: Cham Grubbs Petition ete S of Republic’ Dec 18th— Memorials and 
Petitions. oe 
2The report has not been found. 


186 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


instance of the notorious Murrell, whose wife, the gentleman 
said, pursued that course to get with him. 

Mr. Wood expressed himself, as strongly opposed to the sec- 
tion. 

Mr. Cooke said that if women were not to be liable to punish- 
ment, it would operate as a license to the sex for the commit- 
ment of crime; and inquired what part of the section the gen- 
tleman from Liberty was opposed to. 

Mr. Wood rose with the manifest intention of enlarging upon 
the subject, and opposing the restrictive clause of the section 
when the Speaker interferred [sic] and ruled him down. 

Mr. Fowler opposed the striking out. 

Mr. Van Zandt advocated it and thought the gallantry of 
the gentlemen [sic] from Lamar should forbid his taking such 
a course, as he was informed the gentleman had lately been 
presented with two new members of his family at one birth by 
one of the female sex. — 

Mr. Fowler rose and said, that the rebuke he had received, 
though touching on delicate matters, he should not have felt so 
deeply, had it come from any one holding a distinguished station 
on that floor, but as -it was, he could not but consider himself in 
the position of the dying Arab, who had been fatally bruised 
by one of his beasts of burthen and who in his last agony 
deprecating his fate, said that he could have borne without 
regret, to receive his death from the hoof of a gallant steed, 
but Oh, he exclaimed, it is horrible indeed, to be kicked to 
death by a jackass. 

Mr. Van Zandt made some reply which was lost to reporter 
in the laughter created by the previous remarks. 

The yeas and nays being taken on striking out,: were as 
follows—Yeas 16. Nays 19. 

So the motion was lost. . 

Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, moved the indefinite postponement 
of the bill; lost. Yeas 15, Nays 22. 

i > Williamson moved to lay on the table until Thursday: 
ost. 

On motion of Mr. Fowler, the bill was passed to a third read- 
ing: Yeas 22, Nays 15. 

The committee on the Judiciary made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the 
report of the Hon. Anderson Hutchinson, have had the same 
under consideration, and instruct me to report: that your 
committee have given to the Code proposed to be published by 
the memorialist, as full an examination as time and circum- 
stances would permit, from which they are entirely satisfied . 
that the work will be one of great public utility, and one almost 
imperiously demanded by the necessities of the country, and 
therefore confidently recommend it to the favorable considera- 
tion of the House. The committee are informed by the author, 
that a subscription by the Government for one thousand copies, 
at seven dollars and fifty cents per copy, will be. requisite to 
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authorize the publication of the Code; an act making an ap- 
propriation is herewith submitted, and its passage respectfully 
recommended. 

The Committee would suggest that by the publication of “the 
Code,” the expense of publishing the acts of the present session 
of Congress, as well as the acts of any previous session that 
may be out of print, would be saved to the Government. Your 
Committee have also had under consideration several “general 
acts,” prepared with great skill and care by the author of the 
Code, which they herewith’ submit for the consideration of the 
House, and respectfully recommend their passage. 


(Signed.) JoHN B. JoNES, Chairm’n. 


Which report was received and “a bill concerning the “Code 
of Texas,” read a 1st time; also read 1st time the several gen- 
eral acts which were— 

“A bill incorporating religious societies,” 

“A Bill incorporating Masonic bodies,” - < 

“A Bill incorporating literary and scientific institutions,” 
and various others, having a tendency to relieve Congress from 
legislation on private subjects." __ 

Mr. Grimes rose and presented a.specimen of lead ore, found 
near this place, which he had been requested to place on the 
Speaker’s table for the examination of gentlemen. _ 

Committee on Judiciary reported on the act requiring the 
Secretary of the Treasury to respect the accounts of the Com- 
missioner-General of Land Office as the head of a Department, 
and recommend the passage of a substitute giving the said 
Commissioner-General five hundred dollars in promissory 
notes as a part of his salary for the past year.” 

Bill to incorporate the Colorado Mining Company was taken 
up, and after some amendments, ordered to be engrossed.” 


The report and the various other acts “having a tendency to relieve Congress 
from legislation on private subjects,” listed here are found in the report in The 
Weekly Texian, December 29, 1841: 


A bill incorporating Insurance companies, , . TEESE 
A bill incorporating slumosynary [sic], charitable, and benevolént institutions. 


A bill incorporating companies for county roads, bridges, and improvements, and 
fire and water companies for towns and cities. , 

A bill granting franchises not specified in any other act of this nature. 

A bill constituting and governing municipal corporations. 

A bill allowing any person to change his name. 


“The report has not been found. ee R 

The bill was introduced by Jon W. Dancy. See Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2275. 
Endorséd: 985 A Bill to incorporate the colorado Mining Company Read Ist. 
time Nov 22 Read 2 time Nov 27. State Republic Select Comt Nov. 29th Jones of 
Gonzalfes} Dancy Brown Forbes Fowler substituted. i se , 

The amendments are to the first, second and fourth sections of the bill, which 


read as follows: 3 y 
Sec—1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 


Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, i , : 

That Thomas Ragsdale, Thomas J. Rabb Henry English, Jacob Pennington, 
James Č. Ragsdale, William W. Thompson, Jesse Burnam John H. Burnam & 
Peyton Johnson, with such other persons as they shall associate with them for 
the purposes hereinafter mentioned, their successors and assigns shall be, & they 
ate hereby, created a body corporate and politic, by the name and style of the 
“Colorado Mining Company” to be governed by such rules and by-laws as the 
company may establish not contrary to the constitution and laws of this Republic, 
and by that name shail be capable in law of purchasing, holding, selling, leasing 
and conveying estate, either real, personal, or mixed, so far as the same may 
be necessary for the purposes hereinafter mentioned, and ho further; and in 
their corporate name may sue & be sued in all courts whatsoever, may have a 
common seal which they may alter or renew at pleasure; and shall have, enjoy 


e 
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Bill to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company was taken up 
and some amendments adopted.” 


and may exercise all the powers, rights & privileges, which appertain to corporate 
bodies, for the purposes mentioned in this act, 


Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Company shall have the right to 
open and work all mines which they may discover in the Republic of Texas upon 
condition that they pay into the Treasury five per cent of the proceeds of said 
mines. 


Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in force for twenty 
five years from and after its passage. 

There are several amendments with the bill: . A 

Be it further enacted: That said Company shall have the right of Banking 
privileges; Capital stock to consist of not less than five hundred thousand, 
dollars, and issues not to exceed three dollars for one of the amount of Capital 
paid in . 

This was offered by Mayfield and rejected— 

Dancy offered the following amendment which was adopted : ; = 
And that all other persons who may discover mines within the Republic o 
Texas shall have the right to work them on the same conditions and no other. 
Robinson offered the following which was adopted: . 
Provided the lands on which the mines are worked belong to the Republic. 

Head offered the following which was adopted: 

After the word Persons Insert Citizens of Texas. 

Van Zandt offered the following which was adopted: 

That this act shall be in force till altered or repealed by Congress. 

Mayfield offered the following amendment which was adopted Strike out “5 pr 
et” and insert “20 pr ct” 

The substitute bill has the following endorsemerit: 98 A Bill To be entitled an 
act to incorporate the Colorado Mining Company, & other companies for similar 
purposes Read ist time Nov 22 Read 2 time Nov 27 State Republic ordered to 
be Engrossed Dec 18 Engrossed Dec 20 1841 Tho H Hord E C H R. See Bills, 
Sixth Congress, No. 2436. There are ten sections in this bill as against four in 


the first. The second, sixth, and eighth sections are amended. They read as 
follows; ; 


Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Company shall have the right 
to open & work all gold or silver mines upon lands which now or hereafter may 
belong to said Company, upon condition that they pay into the Treasury of the 
Republic, five per centum' of the gross amount of gold or silver which may be 
by said company derived or extracted from said mines. 


Sec 6. Be it further enacted, That it shall thereafter be lawful for any 
number of individuals, citizens of Texas, who may desire to work gold or silver 
mines upon any lands belonging to said individuals, to associate themselves 
together in companies of not less than five persons, and upon application to the 
Secretary of State in writing, he shall issue to said company a certificate under 
seal of his office, setting forth their application in terms of this law, and 
authorizing them to proceed, under the same restrictions and with the same 
privileges as are by this act granted to the Colorado Mining Company. - 


Sec 8. Be it further enacted, That the right of this Republic to all mines 
ores ae Rar aries golu, s ae mines only excepted) be & the same is hereby 
ever to the respective propriet i 
may be P ApS p proprietors of the lands upon which they 
ec. 9. Be it further enacted, That any person or persons who shall 
‘ f ; work an 
gold y silver mine, except upon the terms & conditions prescribed by this Bat. 
shall be liable to indictment before the District Court of the County in which said 
a ee oe situated, & subject to a fine at the discretion of the Court. 
ae ec n ae it further enacted, That any company brought into existence by 
Sted eck bie shall fail to commence working a mine within twelve months from 
: e ‘ y e of their charter or after having commenced shall discontinue the same 
o ee space of six months, shall forfeit all rights accruing to them under said 


See 11. Be it further enacted, That each com i 
, Tha pany applying to the Secretar 
va State for a caer under the provisions of this act shall at the time of iedetving 
e same, pay to the said Secretary for the use of the Republic, the sum of twenty 
dollars, for which a receipt shall be expressed in said charter. 
Beas sare ave ae amendments to this substitute bill: 
ee ee Gas A o ine Strike out “or” after “Gold”? and after “silver” in 3rd 


Sec 6th. i i Ay u s 
aa eae ea kepe Strike out “or” between “Gold & Silver” and after 


Sec 8th In 2nd Line, Strike out “anā” before “silver” 


“afte ©” Silver and insert “&’’ Lead 
ese amend : i 
the Repjabie nents are endorsed: [Ame]ndments—[C]ommittee on [S]tate of 


Forbes introduced the following amend i z 
Soa O ka esr k word pe in 3rd Tine. € inser eis 

s e it further e i i i i 
Stee & alinen a aun grag that the Right of this Republic to all mines, 


the Nueces and the Rio gran silver & Lead, Mines and the salt Lakes between 


Bilis, Sixth Congress, No. 2304. Endor : 
? p k z sed: 1309 A i 
the Brassos Canal Company Read ist time Nov 30 Read 2 av De ist Ored te 
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Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, moved to take up the bill providing 
for an annual adjourned session of the Supreme Court in the 
Kast, which was done and, ón motion of Mr. Williamson, was 
made the special order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. Robinson moved to take up the joint resolution reported 
yesterday by the Committee on Finance, which was done, and 
it was then laid on the table until Monday next. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, presented the petition of M. F. De- 
Graffenreid ; referred to Committee on Public Lands.” 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, the resolution to appoint a com- 
mittee to examine into the conduct of the Hon. John M. Hans- 
ford, Judge of the 7th Judicial District, was taken up. 

Mr. Roberts sustained the appointment of a committee, and 
said there were grave charges against Judge Hansford, and he 
believed they could be substantiated if the opportunity was 
given. 

Mr. Latimer opposed the resolution. He said that Congress 
would be here too short a time to permit the sending to the 
East for witnesses and the examination of the case. He said 
he was well aware of the charges against Judge Hansford, but 
he did not believe a man to be bad because rumor said so. He 
said there were very few men in the region of country where 
Judge Hansford lived but what there were charges against,— 
and serious ones. He said he knew Judge Hansford- well; that 
he knew him to be very unpopular; but he said that any one 
who had observed the decisions of that gentleman on the bench 
would acknowledge him to be a pretty good lawyer. He said 
that his judicial course had given entire satisfaction in the 
Red River country. 

Mr. Roberts said he was surprised that any friend of Judge 
Hansford should wish to screen him from an examination. He 
State Republic Ordered ‘to be Engrossed Dec 3d Engrossed same day Thomas H. 
Hord Eng. C. H. R. 

Sections one and eleven are amended and an additional section is added. One 
and eleven read as follows: 

Section ist. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That a Company be incorporated under 
the name and style of ‘The Brazos Canal Company” under the rules and regula- 
tions here after mentioned; and under this title may transfer their rights by 
succession or assignment, and shall be persons in law, capable of suing and being 
sued, pleading and being impleaded, answering and being answered unto,defending 
and being defended in all Courts and places whatsoever; and that they and their 
successors may have a common seal, and may change and alter the same at 
pleasure: and also, that they and their successors by the same name and style, 
shall be in law, capable of holding, purchasing and conveying any estate, real, 
personal or mixed, for the use of said corporation, and doing and performing, all 
things which are necessary and common for Companies of a similar nature to 


do, not contrary to the provisions of this Charter, as hereinafter enacted or to 
the Constitution of this Republic. S 

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted That at the expiration of twenty years from 
the date of this act, Congress shall have the power to purchase at par the whole 
of the Capital Stock of this Company—provided, that if the purchase be not 
made within six months after that period, then this Charter shall be considered 
as renewed for the next succeeding twenty years at the expiration of which second 
period the Canal shall belong to the Republic, 

The amendments read as follows: 

After the word “Mixed” and before the word for in the Ist. section insert that 


may be necessary—after Corporation insert “in carrying on and completing said 
work” 

Sec. 11. amended by changing six months into twelve months— 

Sec. 18. Be it further enacted that nothing in this act, shall be construed, so 
as to interfere with the free navigation of Bastrop Bayou—Adopted. 


The petition has not been found. 
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said the reputation of the eastern country had suffered from 
the conduct of this man, and he could prove it by witnesses 
now in town; and said if the House would appoint the Commit- 
tee, he could sustain the charge without sending to the Hast 
for evidence. 

Mr. Fowler moved a call of the House, as it was an im- 
portant matter. 

A eall was ordered when Mr. Jones, of Galveston rose, and 
said he thought it a subject for very serious consideration, 
which it would take time to enquire into, and moved that the 
resolution lie upon the table until 3 o’clock, which was car- 
ried. 

A bill to provide for taking the census was taken up, read 
2d time, and made the order of the day for 3 o’clock P. M.” 

House adjourned to 3 o’clock, p. m. 

- 3 o'clock, p. m. 

House met; roll called; quorum present. 

Mr. Usher introduced a joint resolution to annex a certain 
portion of the county of Victoria to the county of Jackson; 
read ist time. 

Mr. Roberts moved to take up the resolution to inquire into 
the conduct of Judge Hansford. 


Mr. Fowler moved a call of the House. 


Absent members, being brought in, Mr. Williamson rose and 
requested to know the object of the resolution—whether it was 
to impeach the gentleman as a judicial officer, or examine into 
his conduct as a man. 


Mr. Roberts rose and stated that, in his opinion, that man 
ought to be impeached, and that was the object of the resolution. 

Mr. Williamson said he certainly should record his vote 
definitely in favor of the resolution. He said no gentleman 
“should shrink from this examination, but he would wish to avoid 
being upon the committee. 

Mr. Dancy wished to know something of the ground for this 
resolution. l 

Mr. Roberts rose to explain, and said he charged and could 
prove against Judge Hansford drunkenness while upon the 
bench to try a man for his life, sottishness, and dealing in 
fraudulent land certificates. He said these were some of the 
charges. i 

Mr. Fowler had no wish to oppose this resolution, but he 
thought the investigation of such a subject on account of its 
serious importance should be made cautiously, and with the con- 
currence of a full house. 

Mr. Van Zandt rose and explained some of the charges 
against Judge Hansford, which were within his own knowledge, 
and made some statements, impeaching the honesty of that 


Se eat paragraph is taken from the report in The Weekly Texian, December 
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gentleman, giving the substance of the charges made by Mr. 
Roberts and others in addition. 


Mr. Usher said, if the individual accused in this case was 
guilty, he would go as far as any other man to impeach him, 
but he thought the charges against him ought to be embodied 


in the resolution or a preamble, and referred to the usages of 
the State of Kentucky. 


_ Mr. Van Zandt said the form the gentleman referred to was 
in accordance with a statute of Kentucky, and thought it was 
not applicable here; and went on to state further charges 
against Judge Hansford. 


Mr. Usher thought we had no right to act in this matter with- 
out coming directly to an impeachment; that there was no 
medium or preparatory course permissible. The constitution 
pointed out impeachment as the only mode for punishing of- 
fences of ‘such officers. 

Mr. Robinson differed with the gentleman from Jackson, and 
thought the member from Shelby had taken the right course. 
The gentlemen went on to explain why as a member of this 
House he had taken the right course. The gentleman entered 
into constitutional argument referred to the course pursued in 
the case of Judge Chase, the charges preferred against Mr. 
Jefferson by Josiah Quincey.—The impeachment of Warren 
Hastings, and referred to Jefferson’s manual .as authority to 
show that rumor was sufficient to warrant the appointment of 
a committee to‘examine into this matter. The gentleman made 
a luminous and learned argument upon the propriety of ap- 
pointing the committee and the House authorised the appoint- 
ment by Yeas 28. Noyes [sic] 5. 


Mr. Roberts wished to be excused from the committee. 


_ Mr. Porter said as this was an important matter, he moved 
that a committee be appointed of gentlemen who knew nothing 
of the facts in this case. 

Mr. Williamson and Mr. Robinson differed and wished the 
committe[e] appointed from gentlemen who lived in the section 
of country interested in this matter. : 4 

Mr. Porter opposed and thought the committee might be in- 
fluenced unknown to themselves, by their feelings in this -mat- 
ter, and said satisfaction would be given by the examination 
of gentlemen who had no direct interest in the question. © 

Mr. Wood took a contrary view and wished gentlemen who- 
lived in the section of country interested, to be appointed. 

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend -supported the view of the gentle- 
man from Bowie, and thought disinterested persons should be 
appointed. f 

The Chair named Mr. Jones of Gonzales, Grimes, Usher, Ray- 
mond and Cooke said committee. i 

Mr. Cook requested to be excused from the committee, and 
Mr. Brown of Nacogdoches was appointed in his place. 

Mr. Raymond desired to be excused. Refused. 
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The bill providing for the taking of the census being taken 
up. 

Mr. Wynns moved to strike out the 20th section; lost.” 

Mr. Van Ness moved to lay it on the table until Monday, to 
permit a full attendance of members, which was carried. 


Mr. Porter introduced a bill to form the collectoral district of 
Red River: Also, a bill for the redemption of certain Texian 
prisoners in the hands of the Indians, Mrs. Tidwell and two 
sons of Jesse Cox appropriating $900 par funds for the pur- 
pose.” 


Mr. Wynns introduced a bill to change the time of holding 
the Supreme Court. 


On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, an act to provide for 
holding an adjourned session of the Supreme Court in Eastern 
Texas, was laid on the table until Monday next. 

Mr. Van Ness chairman of the committee to whom was refer- 
red the claim of Messrs. Highsmith and Jones for transporting 
the mail, made a report and recommended that they be paid. 
Rules being suspended, the resolution providing for their pay- 
ment, was passed. Yeas 25. Nayes.7.* 


Mr. Williamson introduced a resolution to take ten copies 
of the Daily Bulletin for each member of the House and with- 
drew it. 


Mr. Van Zandt introduced a resolution directing the Printing 
Committee to close the contract with the daily papers. 


Mr. Wood was opposed to a discontinuance of all the news- 


papers, but was willing to dispense with all but one, the Daily 
Bulletin, and gave his reasons for it. 


Considerable debate followed, which was interrupted by the 
adjournment of the House to 10 o’clock, Monday morning. 


MONDAY, Dec. 20, 1841.” 


House met—Roll called—present, Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, 
' Brown, Cook, Dancy, Daniels, Dennis, Darnell, Forbes, Fowler, 

Gaines [Grimes], Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, 
Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Ray- 
mond, Roberts, Smith, Usher, Woods and Wynns. 


The House Bill for taking the census has not been found. Th 

four sections in the Senate Bill, See Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2516. Endorsed 

2 F fae TO r aes Cennus Read ist. time Jany. 19th 1842 
ea ime Jany efd. to select Com. 

26th 1842. Emngrossed same day To Green ie e a P ARTOS any, 
“Frank Brown, “Annals of Travis County,” Cha ; 

Tenas 530. y pter VII, 93. MS; Central 


Hiram W. Ryburn stated in 1851, that Mrs. Tidwell i 

were purchased from the wild Indians by Jim Shaw, a Dad eo eee 

the year 1840 or 1841. Petition of H. W. Ryburn. Memorials and Petitions. 
“The report has not been found. 


“The journal for this day is taken fr i i i 
P ao 38 eA om the report in the Daily Bulletin, De- 
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Mr. Dancy presented a petition which was, without reading, 
referred to Committee on Public Lands.” 

The Judiciary committee, John B. Jones chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill regulating fees of office, reported three 
amendments and recommended the passage of the bill.“ 


Committee on Claims and Accounts, Isaac Parker chairman, 
reported in favor of the claim of G. D. McGimpsey; favorable 
on petition of A. C[G]. Kimball; returned claim of C. F. Wor- 
cester to the House for its action;* favorably on petition of K. 


L. Anderson. 
COMMITTEE ROOM’ Decr. 18th 1841° 


Hon K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of the H. of R— 


The Committee on Clames and accounts to whome was Referd 
the Clame of George D;McJimsey have Instructed me to Report 


That in the oppinion of your committee the Clame is Just, 
Po Recommends the pasage of the following Joint Reso- 
ution 
ISAAC PARKER Chairman 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled—That the auditor 
be and he is hereby Required to audit the Clame of George D. 
McJimpsey for six hundred and twenty one dollars and fifty 
cents in full for all accounts against the Gov. 


COMMITTEE RooM Decr. 18th. 1841“ 


Hon. K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of the H. of, R 
The Committee on Clames and Accounts to whome was Referd 
the Clame of K. L. Anderson. have Instructed me to Report, that 
in the oppinion of your Committee the Clame is Just”? Therefore 
Recommends the pasage of the following Joint Resolution, 
ISAAC PARKER Chairman 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled 


That the Auditor be and he is hereby authorised and Re- 
qu[iJred to Audit the Clame of K. L. Anderson for five hun- 
dred dollars. in full for money advanced by him to, Genl. James 


“In The Weekly Texian, December 29, 1841, this reads: - 

Mr. Dancy presented the petition of John Ingram, which was referred. 

John Ingram represented to Congress that he had not received the amount of 
land to which he was legally entitled as would appear by the accompanying cer- 
tificate of James P. Hudson, County Surveyor of Fayette County, and he asked 
that the certificate for 299 9/10 acres of land by the Board of Land Commis- 
sioners of said county of Fayette, December 27, 1839, be legalized. Signed John 
Ingram By Jon. W. Dancy Endorsed: 75 petition of John Ingram & Certificate 
of James P. Hudson Refd to Com Pub Lands Dec 20th. Memorials and Petitions. 

“Neither the report nor the amendments have been found. 

The reports on A. G. Kimball and C. F. Worcester have not been found. 

“The report is with the bill. Endorsed: Report Committee Clames & <Accts. 
Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2334. Endorsed: 186 3 Joint Resolution for the relief 
of Geo D. McImpsey, Read ist time Dec 20 Rule suspd Read 2d time Dec. 20— 
Rule farther suspended Read 3d. time & passed Dec. 20. 1841. 

“The report is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2371. Endorsed: 191 
A Bill for the relief of K L Anderson Read Ist time Dec 20 Read 2 time Dec 
29 ordered to be Engrossed Engrossed Tho H Hord B.C H R Read ist time Dec 
20th Report of Committee on Clames & Ac/cts. : 
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Smith On the 10th of October 1840. for the use of the army, 


under his command 


The Finance Committee, Tod Robinson chairman, to whom 
was referred the “bill to prevent the collection of taxes on un- 
patented lands and to repeal the double tax law;” reported un- 
favo[rlable to its adoption, and recommended its indefinite 
postponement. 


The Special Committee, J. H. Kuykendall chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of J. Harris Catler [Catlin] ; reported 
favorably.* 


Mr. Latimer introduced a bill for the relief of Wm. M. Wil- 
liams. 

Mr. Wynns introduced a bill to authorise the corporation [of 
ie city of Houston] tovremove the obstructions in Buffalo 

ayou. 

Mr. Pennall presented a petition; which without reading was 
referred to Committee on Military Affairs.” 

Mr. Wynns moved to go into an election of District Judges for 
the ist and 6th Judicial District. 

Mr. Usher thought the House was unadvised of any vacancy. 

Mr. Robinson moved that the House postpone the election for 
the 6th district. He said the acting Judge for that District 
wished to be here before the election to attend to the organiza- 
tion of the District. 

Mr. Patillo said he was from that Judicial District, and wish- 
ed the election to proceed. 

Mr. Robinson explained that his motion was made in canse- 
quence [sic] of a request of the acting Judge, and that per- 
sonally he had no interest in the matter and should make no op- 
position to the wish of a member from that District. 

On motion, the Bill to repeal the act to prevent the force 
sale of slaves was taken up. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Cook, the bill was laid upon the table in - 
consequence of the absence and illness of Mr. Mayfield. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the Census bill was taken up. 

On motion a call of the House was ordered, and the Sergeant- 
at-arms despatched for absent members. 


Mr. Cooke gave notice, that on Thursday, he should introduce 
a bill for the protection of the Northern and Western frontier 
by a system of the establishment of a line of posts along the 
same—that he had designed to do so at an earlier period, but 
had deferred laying his plan before the House in consequence of 
the exciting subjects which had been under consideration for 


pe pas ba vere not peor Prp i 
is reads in the report in e Weekly Tesian, December 29, 1841: 3 
presented the petition of Seth Swift which was * referred. Seeman 
Seth Swift stated that in the month of November, 1836, Captain David Kokernot, 
commanding a Ranger company stationed on the Sabine River near Belew’s Ferry, 
took from a keel boat run by Captain James Chessher on said river $212 worth 
of goods and groceries belonging to Swift for the use of his company. Lt. Carlisle 
also received some groceries to the amount-of $5.72 for the use of said company 
in April, 1837. Endorsed: Petition of Seth Swift by Attorney,—Wm Myers— 


Military Affairs Dec 20 The Comt. Report fa : 
Petitions. P vourable $217.72. Memorials and 
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some time past—that he had conferred with many of his col- 
leagues upon and was convinced that it was the only possible 
plan of defence and protection. 

Mr. Parker of Houston, moved a suspension of [a call of] the 
House, which was carried; and then moved that a committee be 
appointed to wait on Mr. Mayfield and receive his vote, which 
was carried, and Messrs. Caldwell and Hewett appointed. 

Mr. Cooke said he should be opposed to this method of re- 
ceiving votes, but for the previous usage of the House, and the 
fact that his motives would be impugned, and as he and the 
gentleman from Nacogdoches would probably vote differently 
upon this question. i 

, Mr. Van Zandt moved that the bill be laid upon the table un- 
til 3 o’clock, to permit the President to deliver his message to 
the House, which he was desirous to do in person at 12 o'clock, 
which was near at hand. He wished a committee appoiated 
[sic] to wait on his Excellency, and inform him that the House - 
was ready to receive his communication. . 

Commiitee [sic] to wait on Mr. Mayfield, returned and re- 
ported that he declined voting, and had constitutional objections 
to voting out of the House; and as soon as his health would per- 
mit, should contest the principle upon the floor of the House. 

Mr. Pennall moved that the bill be laid on the table Lost. 


Question on the engrossment of the bill: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Darnell,: Grimes, Head, 
Hewett, Landrum, Latimer, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pen- 
nall, Raymond, Roberts, Van Zandt, Wood and Wynns—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Den- 
nis, Forbes, Fowler, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Kuykendall, McConnell, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, 
Porter, Robinson, Smith, Usher, Van Ness, and Williamson—21. 

So the bill was lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced a “Bill for the relief of the County 
Surveyor of Harrison and Panola;” read a first time. 

‘On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, rule suspended, bill read a 
second time, and referred to the committee on public lands. 

On motion of Mr. Wynns, the committee appointed to wait 
upon the President, ete., was requested to inform his Excellency 
that the House of Representatives was now ready to receive his 
message. l : 

On motion of Mr. Van,Zandt, the committee was permitted 
to withdraw. oe 7 ; 

On motion of Mr. Porter, a committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Porter, Morris, and Cooke, to inform the 
Senate. that the House was ready to receive his Excellency’s 
message, and to invite that body to attend the reading there- 
of in the hall of the House of Representatives. 

The committee returned and reported the duty performed. 

The Senate was announced, and invited within the House, 
and the Vice-President to a seat beside the Speaker of the 
House. * 
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The rolls of the Senate and House were called and a quorum 
of the two Houses found present. 


The committee appointed to wait upon the President return- 
ed, accompanied by his Excellency, who was invited to a seat 
between the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House. 


The President then rose and read from a manuscript his 
message to the two Houses.” 
` Mr. Williamson moved that 1,000 copies of the Presidents 
message be printed. 

Mr. Porter moved that 2,000 be printed, and said that the 
message proposed a change in the system of Government, so far 
as Finance was concerned, and that he thought it important 
that : proposition of such moment should be laid before the 
people. 

Mr. Wood opposed the printing of 2,000. 

Question on 1,000—Yeas 15, Nays 20. 

Mr. Latimer moved the printing of 500 copies. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved 800—Yeas 20, Nays 15. 

House adjourned to 3 o’clock, p. m. 


3 o’clock, p. m.” 
House met—roll called—quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Forbes, 250 copies of the Report of the 
Committee on Finance, made on the 17th inst., were ordered to 
be -printed. i 

A bill for the relief of Geo. D. McGimpsey, was taken up, 
and, D motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rules were suspended and 
passed. - 

Mr. Darnell offered a resolution that the Chairman of the 
Committee on Printing be instructed to contract with G. H. 
Harrison, of the “Texian” office, for printing 800 copies of the 
President’s Message, which was sustained by Messrs. Darnell 
and Van Zandt, opposed by Williamson, Jones of Gonzales and 
Raymond. 
~ Three or four other gentlemen took part in the debate, but 
the Reporter was unable to determine whether they supported 
or opposed. Considerable time was occupied in the debate, and 
the resolution, with sundry amendments that were offered, was 
laid on the table. f 
l On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the resolution and substitute. 
in relation to newspapers, which was under discussion when 
the House adjourned on Saturday, was taken up. A long dis- 
cussion followed, which can hardly possess much general in- 
terest. Mr. Van Zandt spoke several times against the eon- 
tinued subscription to the Daily Papers, as he said on account 
of the expense, which he thought very heavy. 

Mr. Parker, of Houston, took the same ground. 

‘Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, I, 133-141. See also Message of His Excellency 
the President, delivered to both Houses of Congress De 4 
o ae l Hou, o lee Austin: Ss Whiting, Ee nice Congres 


sIThe two sessi bi i ; y 
29, aa o sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly Texian, December 
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Messrs. Cooke, Jones of Gonzales, Williamson, and Wood, op- 
posed, and wished to continue part or all of the newspaper 
patronage. 

The debate lasted until night, the House, finally discontinuing 
its subscription to all newspapers whatever. 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o'clock.” l 

TUESDAY, December 21, 1841. 

House met; roll called; present, Messrs. Speaker,. Bowers, 
Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fow- 
ler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, Parker of Fort Bend, 
Parker of Houston, Pennal, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, Wood, and Wynns; quorum present; journals of pre- 
ceding day read and adopted.” i 

Mr. Dennis presented the petitions of George W. Ward and 
Seth Ingram; referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Fowler presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Lamar county, which was referred to the Committee on County 
Boundaries.” 

The Committee on County Boundaries, John Caldwell, chair- 
man reported favorably on petition of sundry citizens of the 
counties of Montgomery and Houston for a judicial district. 

The Committee on Military Affairs, N. H. Darnell, chairman, 
to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Captains Wm. B. 
& Henry Stout and their companies reported favorably; re- 
ported favorably on petition of E. J. Felder. 


' COMMITTEE Room 20th. Dec 1841" 


To the Hon K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives—would respectfully beg leave to report that they have 
had the case of E J Felder under consideration and after mature 
deliberation have come to the conclusion—that he is entitled to 
be honorably discharged from the same — and therefore re- 
commend that the adoption of the following Joint resolution— 

Be it resolved that the sec of war is hereby required to give E 
J Felder an honorable discharge from the muster roll of the 
Texas volunteer service—without securing any .pay for said 


services— 
N. H. DARNELL Chr 


®In the Daily Bulletin of December 22, 1841, appears a long editorial notifying 
the public that this is the last issue of the paper. The action of the House in 
discontinuing all subscriptions to newspapers removed from the Bulletin its chief 
means of support. The House of Representatives, on December 23,_ passed a 
resolution directing the printing committee to subscribe for 250 copies of the 
Bulletin, which with individual subscriptions warranted the continuance of the 
paper. Daily Bulletin, December 22 and 23, 1841. , 

sThe journal from this point is taken from the report in the Daily Bulletin, 
December 25, 27, 28, 1841. ` 

The petitions have not been found. 

The reports have not been found. , 

Captain Henry Stout raised a company of Rangers under General Tarrant in 
1841. W. B. Stout served three months as captain of a detached company of 
Rangers in 1840. He also served one month as captain of Captain Henry Stouts 
company in 1841. Public Debt Papers; Muster rolls, Soldiers of the Republic. 

The report is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No, 2388. Endorsed: 93 
6 Joint Resolution for the honorable discharge of E J Felder Read ist time Dec 
2ist Read 2 time Dee 30 ordered to be Engd Engrossed Tho H Hord E C H R. 
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Mr. Smith presented the petition of Thomas Jouett; referred 
to Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 


On motion of Mr. Darnell, “a bill providing for holding an 
annual adjourned session of the Supreme Court in the Eastern 
section of the Republic,” was taken up on its second reading. 


Mr. Darnell moved to fill the blank with San Augustine. 

Mr. Brown moved to fill it with Nacogdoches. 

Mr. Wood moved to fill with Swartwout. 

The motion to fill with San Augustine was supported by 
Mr. Darnell, and opposed by Mr. Brown and Mr. Parker of 
Houston. 

Mr. Parker, of Houston, thought it would not be accomplish- 
ing the objects of the bill, to place the court at San Augustine, 
which was within sixteen miles of the Eastern boundary and 
one hundred miles from the Trinity river. The gentleman said, 
he thought that the court ought to be located at Nacogdoches for 
the accommodation of the Eastern section of country, and, un- 
_der that impression, he had refrained from nominating the town 
of Crockett, which he considered as eligible as San Augustine. 

The question was taken on San Augustine, and it was reject- 

On Nacogdoches, which was rejected. 

Swartwout was rejected. 

Mr. Wood named the town of Liberty, which was rejected. 

Mr. Parker, of Houston, named Crockett, which was rejected., 

Mr. Wynns then offered ‘‘a bill concerning the Supreme Court 
of the Republic,” as a substitute. i 

Mr. Wynns said he could not go for two sessions of the 
Supreme Court; he did not think the situation of the country 
called for it, and he did not think it constitutional. He thought 
it best to settle upon some one place which should be most con- 
venient for all. 

Substitute was adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Darnell, laid 
on the table until called up.” 

Mr. Williamson moved to fill the blank in the substitute with 
the town of Washington, in the county of Washington, and 
said there were strong reasons for placing it there. He said 
there were some of the largest libraries in the Republic at Wash- 
ington. The Chief Justice of the Republic had a library there 
of 2,400 volumes. He said the records would be safe there—the 

s7Thoma uett, i -offict > 
o ae Board of Land Commissioners, stated that in the Serr E ea 
Fannin County, that he expended Tor Er r a a bi oe eo on 


par money; that he was required by John P. Borden, 


y Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to transcribe and return a true copy of all th i 
several boards of Land Commissioners on file in his office. pee nee Ok eee 


the same and made the returns. Afterwards the commi ifi i 
k $ ssion 
the same dad snot Peen gcelved and he immediately proceeded to make a new copy 
e labor thus bestowed, Jouett contended 
worth $150 par funds, which added to the above sum mak ge on reanna 
money to liquidate which no appropriation had b WAA Cn Mis aerount S210. par 
prayed that Congress would pass an act requiring th S aiditey (ene oe 
Endorsed: 79 Thomas J iti g the auditor to audit his account. 
Petitions. ouett Petition Claims & Accts Dec 21. Memorials and 


s¢And . . . called up” i , : : 
January 5, 1842. p is taken from the report in the Austin City Gazette, 
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anor ied was central, and he thought the inducement of libraries 
great. 

Mr. Wood nominated the town of Montgomery, and said there 
were as good libraries there, or could be brought there, as at 
Washington. He said he would go for Washington, if he could 
not get it elsewhere;—but he thought Montgomery more cen- 
tral, and therefore more convenient. 

Mr. Williamson said the gentleman from Liberty had present- 
ed no such inducements for the selection of Montgomery, as 
were held out by Washington. He said he would willingly go 
thirty miles out of the way if it would lead to such advantages 
as Washington held out. 7 i 

On motion, a call of the House was ordered. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to strike out the enacting words of the 
bill. He said if they could not get an adjourned session in the 
East, he thought the people he had the honor to represent 
would rather have the Supreme Court -at the seat of Govern- 
ment; he said they could, if it remained here, kill two birds with 
one stone and transact other business at the same time; and 
so long as the seat of Government remains here, they would 
prefer the Supreme Court remaining also. - 

Mr. Williamson was astonished to hear gentlemen avow such 
doctrines upon this floor—he had expected more liberality from 
gentlemen. He said if the gentleman meant any thing, he 
meant that a member of Congress who was a lawyer, could 
come here and spin out the public business upon that floor, until 
the Supreme Court should finish its session. He said it was an 
insult to the decision of the House, after they had determined 
to alter the present law. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, a bill to repeal “An act prohibiting 
the forced sale of slaves, and regulating the collection of foreign 
debts,” was taken up, with a substitute offered by Mr. Wymns.” 

The adoption of the substitute was supported by Mr. Wynns, — 
and opposed by Messrs. Parker, of Houston, Hewett, and Wood. ` 

Mr. Wynns said,— 

He should support the substitute, because in his estimation 
some protection from the Government was due the immigrant. 
‘Many persons, with the wreck of a large fortune, had left the 
United States and come to Texas with a small property to settle 
themselves in the hope of spending the remnant of their days 
in peace and domestic harmony, indulging the pleasing anticipa- 
tion of raising up their families in a manner agreeable to their 
wishes. If foreign debts should be turned loose upon them, the 
farm, family negroes, and. little property which they may have | 
gathered around, the spoils of a large fortune, would be sold to 
pay off the interest, leaving the principal unpaid, of debts 
contracted at a time when the spirit of speculation raised all 
property to quadruple its real value. He was convinced that not 
only policy but even justice itself required that some protection 
should be extended to such persons. He further regarded it 


soWynns’ substitute has not been found. p 
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as a matter of policy that slave labor should receive every 
encouragement possible; the resources of the country could not 
be developed otherwise than by the labor of slaves. To allow 
the merciless foreign creditor to sell the property of our citizens 
would not only discourage emigration to Texas, but it would 
annually carry out of the country a large amount of the active 
and available capital now in it, and thereby diminish the national 
and individual resources of the Government. To do this would 
be to throw the disheartened emigrant out of a country, which 
he regarded as an asylum in his old age, upon the public, desti- 
tute of the means of livelihood, and turn him into not only a 
useless but abandoned and bad citizen. While he would shield 
the defendant against foreign debts, he believed it his duty to 
do all in his power to repeal the law so far as it protected slaves 
from sale for domestice debts,—there was no reason why they 
should be protected from sale for all debts contracted in the 
country. He would support any measure to suspend the col- 
lection of all foreign debts for a time, until the people should be 
in a condition to enable them to pay. He did not conceive by 
supporting the substitute under consideration he was offering 
any violation to the Constitution. The law forbidding the sale 
of negroes was already in existence, he only proposed its repeal 
in part. The omission to repeal it as against foreign demands 
could not be regarded as an aggression on that instrument; he 
believed it incumbent on every one to take some course to ensure 
self-protection,—it was one of the first laws of nature; and 
although he did not wish to protect any one in a reckless dis- 
regard of his duty to others, yet he did believe that such as 
sought this country subjected themselves to our laws, and but 
asked protection,—and we could not well deny them a protection 
from foreign creditors. We can only look for a population from 
emigration; fail to protect them and we at once stop up the 
avenue through which we are to receive that population without 
which we must remain what we are—a little stinted nation, 
struggling to sustain itself. For these reasons, I care not what 
others may think, I, for one, feel bound to sustain by my vote 
the substitute. 
Mr. Parker, of Houston said,— 


MR. SPEAKER: I am bound to oppose the substitute offered 
by the gentleman from Harris. That substitute provides that 
negro property shall be exempt from the payment of debts 
contracted in the United States, but not so in regard to contracts 
made in this country. I am opposed to granting privileges to 
emigrants that we will withold from our own citizens—if we 
reserve negro property from the force or power of execution 
belonging to emigrants, let us act equally lenient to our own 
citizens. But, sir, I am unwilling that negro property, of either 
emigrants or citizens, shall be reserved from the force and 
power of execution; I wish to see this odious negro law (as it 
is called) swept from our statute books with one sweeping 
clause, and no longer suffer it to stand and disgrace the statutes 
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of the nation. What, sir, would be the character of emigrants 
introduced by this law? It would be those who have, from 
misfortune or corrupt design, sought an asylum‘ here, and not 
an inducement to the independent and more economizing portion 
of the citizens of the United States;—no, sir, it will prove a 
mighty obstacle in the way of that portion of emigrants which 
I wish to encourage, while it will be an inducement to all those 
who are disposed, to shelter themselves under the present law. 
I wish every gentleman on this floor to answer, in his own mind, 
which of those two classes of emigrants would be most profitable 
to the country, as citizens and ‘neighbors,-—-and, in short, in all 
the associations of life? This question, Mr. Speaker, appears, 
to me, to be a fair one; and one that every gentleman on this 
floor can answer, with one moment’s cool deliberation. Sir, we 
cannot protect the unfortunate emigrant by throwing the mantle 
of the law around him, and, at the same time, expose, to the 
rigor of the law, our own suffering fellow-citizens, who have 
sustained the country in its darkest hour: no, sir, let this law 
be repealed in the language of the original bill, and, by this act, 
we say to the citizens of the United States, that Texas is no 
longer a harbor for the lawless emigrant; but the home for the 
enterprizing, high-minded, industrious, and honest emigrants 
from all countries. 

Mr. Hewett of Shelby, opposed the substitute because it was 
exclusive in its character. He said he should oppose any bill 
to exempt property from forced sale, which was not general 
in its provisions. He said that emigrants came to the country 
who had no negroes, but brought other property, and who would 
not be benefitted by the substitute, and he was unwilling to 
protect one class of settlers to the exclusion of others, equally 
valuable and meritorious. 


Mr. Woods said . : o l 

He should vote against the substitute offered by the honorable 
gentleman from Harris, in lieu of the bill for the unconditional 
repeal of the negro law, because there was incorporated, in the 
substitute, clauses which he held to be unequal—consequently, 
unconstitutional; while, at the same time he would like to 
record his vote in the affirmative for other features in the sub- 
stitute, which he believed an act of justice, and to which we 
owed to a large portion of our population. The substitute pro- 
vided that negro property should not be sold for foreign debts. 
If all other property was exempted from a forced sale, under 
execution, for a limited time, he would vote for the substitute, 
at least, as a matter of policy. Gentlemen pretended to argue, 
upon this floor, that we have no right to pass such a law, and 
refer to the treaty between Mexico and the United States to 
prove the correctness of that position. He said he was ready 
to admit the right of foreigners in our courts; for no man, who 
had sense enough to-know right from wrong, could deny the 
right of a foreigner to collect debts in this country ; for, if an 
individual becomes liable in our country, his residence in a 
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foreign country could not impair the right: it still existed, and 
ought to exist, and be collectable. Gentlemen tell you that every 
man who is disposed to swindle his creditors in the United 
States, will run his property to Texas, under this law. I can 
inform the honorable gentleman from Houston, that if a man 
is disposed to act the rascal, he will do so, regardless of law; 
and if he is honest and able, he will pay his debts regardless of 
law. That, sir, is the view which I take of the case. I endeavor 
to look upon things as they exist; and, sir, I would spurn to 
argue contrary to what I, and every one else, see and know to 
be facts—simply because, forsooth, it would be popular at home: 
such honesty exists only in imagination; and its virtues, if any, 
will pass away like the morning dew. Sir, my constituents did 
not send me here to make votes for next year’s election; they 
sent me here to do them, and my country, justice, regardless of 
consequences, and in strict accordance with the oath which 
I subscribed to on taking my seat in this house; and, sir, I will 
return to them, conscious of having done my duty, and ask for 
justice at their hands. 


The yeas and nays being called for, upon the substitute of 
Mr. Wynns, for the bill to repeal the law exempting slaves from 
forced sale under execution, were taken and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Hunter, Parker of F. Bend, and 
Wynns—4. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Cooke, Daniels, 
Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Jones 
of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, 
M’Connell, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Ray- 
mond, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, 
Williamson, and Wood—8l. 

So the substitute was rejected. 

The question was then taken upon the 3d reading of the 
original bill to repeal. The ayes and noes were as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, 
Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, 
Latimer, M’Connell, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, 
Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, 
Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Williamson, Wood, and Wynns—34. 

Noes—Mr. Hunter—1. 

Mr. Usher introduced a joint resolution to prevent the mal- 
treatment and murder of Texian citizens; referred to committee 
-on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Van Ness introduced a bill to repeal the 5th section of an 
act granting land to actual settlers on ili 
on the northern frontier. or near the military road 

Mr. Raymond moved to take up the bill for the collection 


of revenue in par money, which was done, and ot 
order of the day for Monday next. made the special 


On motion of Mr. Van Ness, 


the joint resoluti idi 
for the compensation of person 3 ution providing 


s employed in bringing in the 
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Lipan and Tonkawa Indians was taken up. Rule suspended and 
bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill to incorporate the Colorado 
mining company, and for other purposes, was taken up—the 
8th section stricken out,” and the bill passed unanimously. 

Committee on Military Affairs, Mr. Darnell chairman, re- 
ported a joint resolution for the relief of Seth Swift. 


COMMITTEE Room Decr. 22nd 1841—" 


Hon K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of the House of Representatives 
The Military committee to whom was referd the petition of Seth 
Swift by his attorn[e]y Wm. Myres have had the same under 
consideration and be[g] leave to report the same back to the 
House and recom[m]end the passage of the following Joint 
resolution and begs to be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the same 


N. H. DARNELL Chir. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled that the auditor 
be and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the claims 
of Seth Swift for two hundred and Seventeen dollars and 75 
cents for sup[p]lies furnished the company of David T. Koker- 
nutt in Nov. 1836 in servis. 

On motion of Mr. Forbes, a joint resolution for the relief of 
Greenbury Logan was taken up; several amendments were 
offered, and the bill was lost.” 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a joint resolution for the relief 
of George D. M’Gimpsey, with the amendment of the Senate 
was taken up, and the amendment adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, moved that, with the concurrence of 
the Senate, the House would go into an election of judges of 
the 3d and 6th judicial districts. 

Mr. Parker, of Houston, offered a resolution to enquire into 
the expediency of reducing the number, and diminishing the 
salaries, of custom house officers and of giving a per centage 
for collection of duties, instead of stated salaries. 

On motion the House adjourned until 3 o’clock. 


3 o'clock, p. m.” 
House met—roll called—quorum present. 
A bill to provide for the publication of the laws in the Spanish 
language was read a third time 
` Mr. Van Ness supported the passage of the bill—opposed by 
Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend. 
Bill passed. 


See note 35, page 187. , . 

The report is with the joint resolution. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2369. 
Endorsed: 198 11 Joint Resolution for the releif of Seth Swift—-Read ist time 
Dec 21 Read 2nd time Dec 29 ordered to be Engd Engrossed Tho H Hord 
ECHR. , , . 

“There are no amendments with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2349. 
Endorsed: 158 9 Joint Resolution for the benefit of Greenberry Logan Read 
ist time Dee 10 Read 2 time Dec 15 refd to S of Rep rejected by refusing to 
Engross—— 2ist 1841. . . 

aihe two sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly Texian, December 
29, 1841, 
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A bill to create the county of Karnes was taken up, and, on 
motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the word “Karnes” was 
stricken out, and “Guadalupe” inserted. 

A bill to regulate the descent and distribution of intestate 
estates ;— . . . a bill to provide for the erection of a Penitentiary ; 
—were severally read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Williamson moved a suspension of the rule prohibiting 
amendments to a bill on its 3d reading.—Lost. 

Mr. Williamson then moved its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, requested the gentleman from Wash- 
ington to withdraw his motion, and let the question be taken 
upon the passage of the bill. 


Mr. Williamson said he was very much disposed to act with 
` courtesy, but declined a compliance with the request. He said 
he would as soon have the sense of the House, upon his question, 
or its nonsense, as upon the other. 


The question was then taken on the indefinite postponement, 
and was as follows: 

Yeas,—Messrs Brown, Forbes, Head, Hewett, Kuykendall, 
Parker of Fort Bend, Patillo, Pennall, Robinson, Smith, Wil- 
liamson and Wynns,—12. 

Nays.—Messrs Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, 
Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, M’Connell, Parker of 
Houston, Porter, Raymond Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and 
Woods,—motion lost. 

Mr. Wynns said he felt bound to vote against the passage 
of the bill. The attempt, at this stage of our affairs to create 
a penitentiary was in his estimation altogether premature; we 
have not the means to defray the necessary expenses of the 
Government. The bill makes an appropriation of two thousand 
dollars; that will not be sufficient to do anything towards the 
accomplishment of the object; nothing could be done with less 
than ten thousand dollars. We are not able to pay that. It is 
alleged that the establishment of a penitentiary will save the 
Government an enormous amount of expense for the -keeping 
prisoners. He did not think there would be much gained 
thereby. From his experience, nine-tenths of the money that 
was paid out was for costs accruing before conviction, which 
would have to be done in the same manner although we had 
a penitentiary. If we establish a penitentiary, we must create 
a penitentiary code; should we do this and fail to build our 
penitentiary, what would be the result? We could not punish 
offenders under the penitentiary code, for want of a place of 
confinement. We could not punish otherwise because the old 
law would be repealed ; thus offenders would go at large without 


“This paragraph is from the report in The Weekly Texian, December 29, 1841. 
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any means of punishment. For these reasons he felt himself not 
only authorized but compelled to vote against the bill. 
On the final passage of the bill, 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, 
Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Porter, Ray- 
mond, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Woods—21 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Forbes, Head, Hewett, Kuykendall, 
Parkar [sic] of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, 
Robinson, Smith, Williamson and Wynns.—13, Bill passed. ` 


Joint resolution for the relief of Adolphus Sterne; rules sus- 
pended and passed. 


On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning 
at 10 o’clock.® aon 


THURSDAY, Dec. 23 [1841]" 


House met; roll called; present, Messrs. Speaker, Bower, 
Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, 
Grimes, Head, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, M’Connell, Parker of Fort 
Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Usher, Williamson, Wood and Wynns: 
quorum present; journals of Tuesday read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Raymond, the Hon. Frederick Niebling, of 
the County of Milam, presented his credentials, took the oath 
and his seat. i 


Mr. Robinson presented the petition of R. J. Calder,” Sheriff 
of Brazoria County, which was referred to a select committee. 


Mr. Wynns presented the petition of Jesse White,” and of 
S. H. Robertson,” which were referred to the Committee. on 
Claims and Accounts. 


In The Weekly Texian, December 29, 1841, this reads: 

On motion, the House adjourned until Thursday 10. o'clock a. m. 

The journal for this day is from the Daily Bulletin, December 31, 1841. : 

“Robert J. Calder, sheriff of Brazoria County, represented that the Republic 
of Texas was justly indebted to him in the sum of $7,917.50 for boarding and 
keeping of prisoners and for services rendered as jailer of said county. He had 
presented his: accounts to the Auditor of Public Accounts who had refused to 
allow the same because there was no law authorizing him so to do. He petitioned 
Congress to pass a law requiring the auditor to audit his claims. Endorsed: 
25 Robt. J. Calder Shff of Brazoria County Refd to Select Committee Robinson 
Grimes Jones of Gal Fowler Smith The petition had also been presented to the 
5th Congress. Memorials and Fetitions. See also Comptroller’s Military Service 
Records. g : : ; 

Jesse White wrote the following letter to A. Wynns, from San Jacinte, October 
20, 1841: 
DEAR SIR i : F 

The object of this is to trouble you to do some little business for me—during 
the war, directly after the battle I had a fine Studd Horse pressed from me for 
Government service. The certificates of his valuation and impressment are in 
the hands of A M Tompkins Esq. You will please get them from him and do 
the best you can towards getting pay for him. I am not certain that Mr Tompkins 
has the certificates if he has not he can inform you where they are and this 
will be a sufficient order for them in whatever hands they are. I expect you 
will have to petition, and if it is necessary you will please do so. JESSE WHITE 

White petitioned stating that the horse was worth one hundred and fifty or 
two hundred dollars. With the letter and the petition are the certificate of 
valuation of G. W. Scott and the statement of David G. Burnet that he authorized 
the impressment of the horse. Endorsed: The petition of Jesse White Refd to 
claims & a/c Dec. 23d, 1841 Unfavourable. Memorials and Petitions. 

The petition was presented again on January 3, 1842. | 

The petition of S. H. Robertson has not been found. 
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Mr. Caldwell presented the petition of Henry Lynch.” 

Mr. Pennall presented the petition of Luman [Lyman] 
Phelps.” 

A committee from the Senate informed the House, that they 
would be ready to go into the election of District Judges at 
3 o'clock p. m. , 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, Isaac Parker Chair- 
man, reported favorably on petition of Executrix of Thos. Ross.” 

Mr. Williamson offered a resolution that each member of the 
House take five copies of the Daily Bulletin. , 

Mr. Pennal offered a substitute, that the Committee on Print- 
ing be instructed to contract for 250 copies for the House. Sub- 
stitute accepted and adopted. ' 

Mr. Smith introduced a resolution for the relief of Capt. 
Roberts, Jackson & Lowell [Sowell], and the officers and men 
under}their command, in 1839, ’40 and ’41. l 

Mr. Dancy offered a resolution that the Committee on- the 
Judiciary be instructed to enquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to pay for advertising lands for sale for taxes, 
in all cases in which sheriffs have not been able to make sales 
under the directions from the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Adopted. 

A “Bill to reduce into one and amend the several Acts con- 
cerning Executions” being the order of the day, was taken up. 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole, 
and after some deliberation upon the bill, the committee rose 
and reported progress, and asked leave to sit again.” 

The bill to make gold and silver alone receivable for public 
dues, was made the order of the day for Wednesday. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m. 


8 o'clock p. m. 

House met—vroll called—quorum present. 

Committee on Military affairs, N. H. Darnell Chairman, 
reported favorably on petitions of J. S. Kemper, John S [T]. 
Price and J. S. O’Reily.” 

On motion of Mr. Wynns, a committee consisting of Messrs. 
Wynns and Pennall were appointed to inform the Senate that 


the House were ready to go into an election for district judges 
of the Ist and 6th judicial districts. 


“Senate Journal, Siath Congress, I, 123. 

The petition has not been found. 

2YThe report has not been found, 

ophis reads as follows in are weekly Texian, December 29, 1841: 

n motion o r. Porter, e House resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on said bill Mr. Porter in the chair. $ a t 

"The report has not been found. 

Captain John T. Price, captain of a Spy Company on the Southwestern frontier, 
was appointed to that station on January 3, 1841. No provision was made by 
the Government for the payment of the troops and the Secretary of War did not 
authorize the payment of claims for services and provisions and Price was held 
personally responsible. _ Several horses were lost and Price also incurred con- 
siderable expense in raising the company. He prayed Congress to extend to him 
such relief as seemed meet and proper. Endorsed: 113 Petition of Capt John T. 
Price Claims & Accts Nov 19th Capt price in favor of Cemper 69.60, Price in 
favor of F. Giroud 214.72 Capt price in favor of J. F. Kemper 21.00 price in 
favour of John Vanbiber 18.00-—-$313.22 Report favourable. Memorials and 
Petitions. 
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On motion of Mr. Latimer, that part of the President’s Mes- 
sage relating’ to frontier protection was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs; the part relating to appropriations, 
to the Committee on Finance; and the part relating to Finance, 
to a select committee consisting of Messrs. Grimes, Usher, 
Brown, Wynns, and Jones of Gonzales. 


Mr. Caldwell introduced a biil to enable the Commissioner of 


the General Land Office to issue patents upon lands on or near 
the county lines, &c. 


A message was received from his Excellency the President, 
through his private secretary, in relation to the furniture in 
the President’s house, which communication was read and 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Republic” 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate was ready to proceed to the election of District 
Judges. 

The House then proceeded to the election. 


Mr. Wynns nominated Mr. Richard Morris for Judge of the 
First Judicial District. — 

Mr. Patillo nominated Mr. Patrick C. Jack for Judge of the 
Sixth Judicial District. 


Mr. Morris received 36 votes. 
Mr. Jack received 34 votes. 


Recapitulation of votes given, showed for Richard Morris, as 
Judge of the First Judicial District, 46. 


Mr. Patrick C. Jack, for Judge of the Sixth Judicial District, 
received 43 votes. 

Whereupon the Speaker declared those gentlemen duly elected 
to the respective offices before named. . _ 

Mr. Usher presented the petition of John Davis. Referred to 
Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, the House resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole on a Bill to reduce into one act 
and amend the several acts concerning executions; Mr. Grimes 
in the Chair. l 

After some time spent in Committee, it rose, reported and 
asked leave to sit again. Report adopted. ; 

Mr. Wynns moved to reconsider the vote adopting a resolution, 
requiring the Committee on Printing to subscribe for 250 copies 
of the Daily Bulletin. : 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the motion was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Williamson moved to reconsider the vote passing a Bill 
to repeal an act prohibiting forced sale of slaves. i 

The House adjourned until 10 o’clock tomorrow morning. 


t t isoner, Alfred Ducher, from Texana to Brazoria jail and_returning 
ie conveying. = pr pe itemized account accompanies the petition., Endorsed: 
37 John Davis Claims & Accts Dec 23 Bil. Memorials and Petitions. 
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FRIDAY, Dec. 24 [1841]" 


House met—present, Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Caldwell, 
Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Hewett, Hunter, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, 
Niebling, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Roberts, Rob- 
inson, Smith, Van Zandt, Wood, and Wynns; 


Mr. Mayfield presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Nacogdoches county; referred to committee on County Bound- 
aries.” 


The committee on Claims and Accounts reported want of 
evidence on claims of Lewis Sanches, William M. Williams, G. 
W. Wright, and asked to be discharged from their considera- 
tion. 


Claim of Lewis Sanches re-committed to a select committee. 


Select committee reported bill for the relief of Robert J. 
Calder, which, rules being suspended, was passed.” 


Mr. Wynns presented the petition of Zylpha Husk” and Nelson 
Kavanaugh ;* referred to committee on state of Republic. 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the motion to reconsider the 


vote taking 250 copies of the Daily Bulletin, was taken up and 
vote reconsidered. 


The question on again adopting the resolution was supported 
a Messrs. Williamson and Mayfield, and opposed by Mr. Van 
andt. 


Mr. Darnell offered an amendment that the House also take 
250 copies of the Daily Texian, and that the Reporter be re- 
quired to furnish the Editor of that paper with a copy of his 
reports ;—rejected. 


The resolution to take 250 copies was then rejected. 


On motion of Mr. Raymond, the House resolved to take 200 
copies. 


Mr. Van Zandt, by request, was excused from attendance on 
the House until Tuesday morning. 


“The journal for this day is taken from the Daily Bulletin, January 10, 1842. 
See p. 17, n 49. 


The reports have not been found. 


*Zylpha Husk, a free woman of color, a native of Richmond Coun i 

about 27 years of age, emigrated to the Republic of Texas sone tee Ve cic 
and had demeaned herself properly during that time. The law requiring all free 
negroes to leave the country by January, 1842, would bear heavily upon herself 
and her daughter Emily Husk inasmuch as she would not know where to go if 
Laeger Pes aigekin ees Ee grant her permission to reside in the 

er dau er. ifi i 
many of the leading citizens of Houston is fe Ca 


L J with the petition. : 
Husk § ef Republic Dec 24 Petition of Zylpha Husk Memorials ana Petitions 


&Nelson Kavanaugh, a free man of color, manumitted in Ri 
emigrated to Texas in 1837, and had since that time rence ene 
had been honest and industrious and he prayed Congress to grant him an exemp- 
tion permitting him to reside in the Republic. A number of leading citizens of 
Honen nee eat ae a E Monest, and industrious and a good barber 
and servant. mdorsed : emorial o el ; f 
Dec 24 Memorials and Petitions. son Kavenaugh [sic] S of Republic 
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Mr. Cooke presented the petition of [Milton] Perry ;* referred 
to committee on Public Lands. Also the petition of John R. 
Slocomb,” James Wall,“ Michael Ziller" and J oseph Rogers ;* 
which were referred to committee on Claims and Accounts. 


Select committee, Louis P. Cooke, chairman, reported bill for 
the relief of Nathaniel Moore. f 


SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE oF REP” 


The Special Committee to whom was refered the petition of 
Nathaniel Moore have had the same under . . . [blank] and beg 


leave to report the same back to the house with the following 
joint resolution 


Louis P CooKE Chairman 


®In 1838 Milton Perry bought seven lots on Galveston Island, Doswell & Adams, 
auctioneers, for which he was to pay between three hundred and thirty or forty 
dollars in four equal installments. He paid $167 which was worth from eighty 
to ninety cents on the dollar. Owing to the sickness that prevailed at the time 
he did not pay the other. The Treasurer refused to receive scrip which was due 
previous to his notes becoming due. He had made improvements on a vacant 
Austin lot and he thought it only just that what he had already paid should be 
applied as payment on this lot. He commenced the improvement the first of 
January, 1841, built a cabin and cleared five acres, fenced it, and put it in corn. 
He prayed Congress would let him have lot No. 68 in division [blank] Austin. 
Endorsed: Petition Perry for lot (Com) public Lands Memorials and Petitions. 
A statement from A. Brigham is enclosed dated Jany 4, 1842 that sometime about 
Feb.; 1, 1839, Milton Perry left a Treasury warrant with him for military services, 
about $190 for the purpose of receiving Treasury Notes to pay the balance due 
on lots he purchased on Galveston Island. There being no money in the Treasury 
at the time, induced Brigham to receive the draft in deposit; and he had sub- 
sequently paid him the amount of the draft. Memorials and Petitions. 


The petition has not been found. John R. Slocomb had a claim against the 
government for something like $425 in par funds for certain repair work in the 
Navy and Commissary Departments. The joint resolution, for his relief, is for 
this amount.. He also had claims for work done for and supplies furnished to 
the Santa Fe Expedition for a similar amount. Comptroller’s Military Service 
Records. ` 

“The petition has not been found. , 

SMichael Ziller purchased an account owing to Robert Little, formerly a soldier 
in the Army of the Republic. Little, when a member of Major George T. Howard’s 
Infantry Battalion had purchased a horse which was taken by the government and 
appraised at $60. Ziller petitioned Congress that the auditor be directed to pay 
the account. Endorsed: Petition Military Act. Dec 24 Military Committee. 
Memorials and Petitions, ‘also Public Debt Papers. 

Joseph H. Rogers contracted with William G. Cooke, the Quartermaster General 
in the year 1839, to deliver to him or his order at San Antonio 112 head of first 
rate Mexican or Spanish horses for the use of the first regiment of infantry 
at $25 par funds or $125 Texas Treasury Notes. He delivered the horses, but 
had not yet received the whole of his pay $2800 in Texas Treasury Notes. He 
requested Congress to direct the auditor to audit his claim. Signed—Joseph H. 
Rogers. Endorsed: 120 Petition Military account Joseph H. Rogers Com. 
Claims & Acts. Dec 24. With the petition is a copy of the bill showing the 
amount due $14,000 with $11,200 paid on September 20th and balance due of 
$2800. The account was certified by William G. Cooke, March 1, 1841. Memorials 
and Petitions. . . 

The report is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2672. Endorsed: 205 
Joint Resolution for the releif of Nathaniel Moore Read ist time Dec. 24 Read 
2 time Dec 30 ordered to be Engd Engrossed Tho H Hord Eng Clk H R Report 
Select Comm. Nathaniel Moore Read ist time Dec 24. 

Nathaniel Moore in 1839 made 23 saddles for the command of Col. E. Burleson 
of the ist Regmt of Regular infantry for the sum of 225.00. He was paid $40 
on this account and there yet remained due $185. These saddles were used in 
the Cherokee campaign of 1839. He had been a. resident citizen on the extreme 
Colorado frontier for a great many-years and had a large family to support. 
He prayed Congress to pass an act granting him the money due him. A certificate 
from the Land Commissioner stated that a certificate for one league and one 
labor of land had been granted him by the Board of Land Commissioners of 
Bastrop County. He had not received any land and was now prevented by the 
operation of the laws to detect fraudulent land certificates. Endorsed: Nathaniel 
Moore—petition—-$185.00 for saddles Special Com Cook Morris Smith Raymond 
Mayfield Nov 25th 1841 reported by Bill. The statement from the Land Com- 
missioner is endorsed: N. Moore’s proof. There is also a certificate from Green- 
lief Fisk, Chief Justice, Bastrop County, that a mistake was made in the return 
of the certificate of Nathaniel Moore, committed by the clerk of the Travelling 
Board of Land Commissioners. That he was entitled to a. league and labor was 
unquestionable. Memorials and Petitions. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and house of Rep. in Cong assembled. 
That the auditor is hereby authorized and directed to audit the 
claim of Nathaniel Moore for $1110.—for Saddles furnished 
Coln Edward Burleson’ command for the Cherokee campaign in 
1839— 


Mr. Wood presented the petition of Ralph McGee; referred 
to committee on Claims and Accounts.” 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Niebling was added to com- 
mittee on Claims & Accounts, and on the state of the Republic ; 
and, on motion of Mr. Van Zandt, to the committee on Publie 


Lands: and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, to the committee on Indian 
Affairs. 


— Mr. Head offered the following resolution 


Resolved, that the members of this House absenting them- 
selves from the House, during the present session of Congress, 
shall not receive pay, per diem, during such term of absence; 
and further resolved, that during adjournment for a longer time 
than one day, that no member of the House shall be allowed pay 
per diem, during the time of such adjournment. 

Which was, on motion, laid on the table. 


Bill the better to define the boundaries of Travis county” was 


The petition has not been found. : 

Ralph McGee was in Captain John Crane’s company at the siege of Bexar. 
He enlisted November 1, 1835 and was discharged December 18, 1835. Wis claim 
was for the pay due him for his services and for provisions furnished the Texan 
army. Comptroller’s Military Service Records. 

The first section of the bill reads: s 

Be it Resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives in congress 'as- 
sembled, that from and after the passage of this bill the county of Travis shall 
comprehend the teritory contained within the following limits, viz, commencing 
at the north east corner of a league of land granted to Isaac Carson on the 
dividing line between, said county and the county of Milam, Thence in a direct 
line to the lower corner of a half league of land granted to M. Duty on the 
Colorado River. Thence across'said River in a direct line to where a dividing 
line between the counties of Bastrop and Gonzales intersects the road leading 
from the town of Bastrop to Bexar thence with said road to the “Guadaloupe 
River—Thence up said river to the North West corner of Milams Colony”. Thence 
in a direct line to the head warters [sic] of the Pier danalis. Thence on a direct 
line to the dividing ridge, between the Head of Pecan Bayou and the waters of 
the Brazos River. Thence down the dividing Ridge, between the waters of the 
Brazos and Colorado River. 


Sre ma to ist, Sec—Strike out the 13th & part of 14th line & insert the 
ollowing 
“a point six miles eastward of the river San Marcos thence due west to the 
Rio Blanco, thence up the same with its meanders to its source, it being the 
north eastern boundary of the County of Wardaloopa” Caldwell . 

The passage within quotation marks is that amended. ( 
Be it further enacted that this act shall n 


i ot effect any locat 
heretofore made in the county of Bexar Dennis Rejected. aa 
Amendment to come in at the end of the third line of the 2d section “ 


to be given to the oldest location &c. survey. eens 
ips amendment follows Travis County in the third line. The second section 
reads: 
ae it oe goed Ta the location 
o exar ani astrop counties shall be respected by the i 
County and it shall be the duty of the county surveyor of the Scout t Ba 
as well as of Bastrop to forward to the county of Travis a correct copy of all 
the survey surveys {sic} heretofore made by them within the territory which is 
included in the County of Travis by the foregoing sections. 
m the pii miS e pecina ae crossed out. 
e amendment o e committee on county b ies is:: 
Strike out 4th Section Adopted AE ESETERE 
a the ie ETE fourth sections read: 
ection 3rd. e it further Resolved &c That h i a 
shall comprehend all that territory betw thenter the County of Milam 


en {sic} the 
River and the County of Travis as designated a the pre E e aot, the Brazos 


S and Surveys made by the surveyors 
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taken up on its 2d reading; amended, and, on motion; laid on 
the table. l 


Bill to establish a port of entry, to be called the “Port of 
Red River:” read 2d time, and referred.” 


Bill to regulate slave police was taken up on its 2d reading, 
and made the special order of the day for Wednesday next.” 


Mr. Hunter presented the claim of Wm. Snodgrass; which 
was, on motion, referred to the committee on Military Affairs.” 


Mr. Usher presented the claim of Francis F. Wells; referred 
to committee on Military Affairs. 


The committee on Military Affairs, N. H. Darnell, chairman, 
reported the petition of Jose Maria Cantee and others,“ back 


Section 4th. Be it further Resolved &c. that from and after the passage of 
this act the county of Robertson shall comprehend all that territory up to 32° 
North latitude, between the Brassos and the Trinity to their sources—Thence- 
between parallel lines due North- from the sources of the streams aforesaid to 
the South Bank of the Red River or the boundary line between Texas and the 
pane States which boundary line shall be the Northern Boundary of said 

ounty i 3 

See Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2396. Endorsed: 32 14 A Bill the Better to 
define the Boundaries of Travis County Read ist time Nov 6th Read 2 time 
Nov 8 County Boundaries Nov llth 1841 Laid on table until called up Dec 2 
Dec 24 Laid on Table until Wednesday next, Dec 29 Special order fér Dec 31st 
1841 taken up and special order for Monday Jany 3d 1841 strike out 4th. sec 
Rejected by refusing to Engross—Jany 3d 1842 

©The House Bill has not been found; in thé House endorsement of the Senate 
Bill the committee is not given. See Bills, Sixth Congréss, No. 2579. . 

“This paragraph and the two preceding are taken from the report in the Austin 
City Gazette, January 5, 1842. 


William Snodgrass had a bill against the Republic for boarding Captain 
Carosco and nine Mexican soldiers from August 17, 1841 to September 14, 1841— 
28 days @ $10 per day—$280. These were prisoners taken by the company of 
‘Minute Men of San Patricio County on Padre Island. Endorsed: 130 Petition 
of Ph pnoderase Claim of Wm Snodgrass to Com‘ on Military Affairs. Memorials. 
an etitions. - 


` 83FPrancis F, Wells, a citizen of. Jackson County, submitted an itemized account 
for $1600 for spoliation committed by the soldiers of the Republic. He returned to 
his home immediately after the invasion and found his dwelling house burned, 
his household property entirely destroyed and his crops ruined with the exception 
of an acre and a half of potatoes which was his sole dependence for subsistence. 
For all this he made no complaint, for`he was fully aware of the risks and perils 
to be encountered. He complained that in his state of helplessness and destitution 
the army took possession of his entire plantation for about twelve months, de- 
stroyed his fences and consumed his potatoes. He prayed Congress to reimburse 
him. - With the petition are statements from Thomas Simons and Nicholas MeNutt 
that his claims were not too high, and one from Patrick Usher to the ‘contrary. 
Endorsed: 23 Republic of Texas to F. F. Wells claims Jan 20—Referred to Claims 
and accounts. Memorials and Petitions. 


“The report has not been found. n i i 
Jose Maria Cantu, Francisco Maria Cantu, Francisco Gusman and Valentin 
Gutierrez were citizens of Mexico, who lived in the village of Reynosa on the 
Rio Grande. Relying on the laws of Texas and the proclamations of two of its 
presidents inviting and encouraging trade between the western settlements of 
the Republic of Texas and the citizens of Mexico on’ the Rio, Grande, they 
arrived in the town of Victoria in the month of July last with a considerable 
caballada of horses and mules, for the purpose of exchanging the same or their 
proceeds for various articles of merchandize. Although their intentions . were 
pacific and honest, their persons were suddenly seized and imprisoned by a body 
of troops acting in conformity with an order emanating from the Secretary of 
War on the 14th of July last past. They remained in prison for eleven days, 
and were utterly stripped of their entire property consisting of horses, cas 
bridles, guns, pistols, ete.; no part or tittle of which had ever been E T ae 
petitioners pointed out that their trade was conducted and maintained ou ace the 
plighted faith and protection of the Texas government. | By the laws o eae 
it was entirely prohibited. The joint loss of the petitioners amounted ny : 
sum of $2348. The documents to prove the same and what was due to pe (e) 
them respectively were on record in the War Department and for want of officers 
in that department the petitioners had no access to them. They prayed poneren 
to compensate them for the losses they clot rs by. ee age ae A waa oe 
this government. The petition was presente y ed 23 Poe 
: orial of Jose Maria Cantue & others Refer to 
Miltary Gone ‘pee 20 oe 3 or 5). re-referred: Dec 24th to Select Comt 
Smith McConnell Brown Dennis. Hunter. Memorials and Petitions. 


t 


7 ae 
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to the House, without recommending any definite action. Peti- 
tion referred to special committee. 

Mr. Brown presented the petition of O. C. Williams; referred 
to committee on Claims and Accounts.” 


The special committee on resolution to inquire into the con- 
duct of the Hon. J. M. Hansford, Judge of the 7th Judicial Dis- 
trict, Wm. E. Jones, chairman, made a report, [laying before 
the House the testimony heard during its investigations, from 
December 9, through the 21st, as follows:]” 


Testimony of M. F. Roberts: During the last session of the 
Supreme Court, in January 1841, I frequently saw Judge Hans- 
ford in a state of intoxication—I was then at this place as a 
member of Congress—I did not see him drunk on the Bench 
of the Supreme Court as I was not present in the room of that 
Court at any time during its session, but I frequently saw him 
drunk in the streets during that term of the Court. 


At a call term of the District Court of Harrison County in Au- . 
gust last, .for the especial purpose of trying Charles W. Jackson 
for murder, I saw Judge Hansford on the Bench in a state of 
intoxication, & to an extent that rendered him totally unfit to 
administer the laws or preside in the trial of an important case 
—I conversed with him at the time and cannot be mistaken as 
to his intoxication—frequently he would leave the Bench .& 
go to a grocery a little distance from the Court House in order 
to get liquor— a 

At the same call term of the District Court of Harris[on] 
County, spoken of above, the Jury for the trial of Jackson was 
empannelléed in the course of the day on Thursday & the Court 
adjourned until the next morning leaving the Jury in charge 
of the Sheriff with instructions to allow them nothing. but 
bread & water until the final decision of the case; during that 
night Judge Hansford left the County seat, and next morning a 
letter was received by the Sheriff from him ordering him to 
adjourn Court until the next regular term, assigning as a 
reason that he was unwilling to hold Court in the midst of a 
band of hired assassins, or words of that purport. I could see 
no reason on the part of Judge Hansford to apprehend any 
danger whatever; on the contrary he had the best guaranty 
that order would be preserved and the Court protected—indeed 
- there was no disposition on the part of any body to injure or 

overawe the Judge. The general impression among the people 
who were assembled, was that the Judge had adjourned the 
Court because [he] did not desire the acquit[t]al of Jackson 
which would probably have taken place upon a fair trial— 
Shortly after the adjournment of the Court Jackson was mur- 
dered by a band of men, and the people of Shelby county be- 


oe eae n pe no been found. 

. C. Williams of Nacogdoches County furnished t 

oe Waor eae H. Pori on the Northern e Sent ee poe 
o the value of one hundred and fifty dollars, Comptroller’ 2°) » corn 
Records 8 Military Service 


“The testimony is found in Impeachment Papers, Sixth Congress, No. 2553 
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lieving that Judge Hansford was determined not to administer 
the laws, took the matter into their own hands, and from this 
have sprung all the difficulties in the East. D 
Moses F ROBERTS 
Sworn to & subscribed in presence 
of the Select Committee 19th Dec. 1841 
WILLIAM E. JONES, Chairman” 


Testimony of A. C. Davidson: At the Spring Term of the 
District Court of Harrison County for 1841, I saw Judge Hans- 
ford on the Bench in a state of intoxication—during the trial 
of a case at that term of the Court & while in a state of in- 
toxication, I saw the Judge asleep on the Bench—a drunken 
man approached him & ‘waked him up, and he immediately 
commenced vomiting—I considered him in a very unfit condi- 
tion to preside in Court. The man who waked him up was not 
only himself intoxicated, but is withal a man of bad character— 
He met with no rebuke from Judge Hansford for his familiarity. 


I did not see the Judge drink any. thing, but I-am satisfied 
from all appearances that he was intoxicated & asleep—He 
appeared not to notice the attornies either while addressing the 
Jury or the Court during the progress & trial of the case—I 
-swear to the above to the best of: my belief— 

A. C. DAVISON 

Sworn. to & subscribed before f 

the Select Committee 20th Dec 1841 
WILLIAM E. JONES Chairman of Com.— 


I further state that I was summoned as a guard to attend 
W R. D. Ward & B. S. Vivian charged with being accessory to 
. murder of Josiah Pruitt, & that Judge Hansford appeared be- 
fore the Justices of the Peace before whom the prisoners were 
brought up, declaring that he appeared as prosecuting attorney, 
& made several speeches against the prisoners—Pruitt was the 
father in Law of Judge Hansford.” ` 

A. C. DAVISON 


Testimony of Geo. D. McGimpsey: At the Spring Term of 
` the District Court of Harrison County ‘for 1841, I saw Judge 
Hansford on the Bench in a state of intoxication—It was during 
the trial of a land case, Ferguson vs the Rebublic [sic], that I 
particularly observed the Judge in the condition above alluded 
to—He went to sleep on the Bench & on being waked up vomited 
—He again dropped to sleep, and continued asleep until after 
the trial was gone thro with” —the jury went out without 
any charge from him and without his knowledge—he continued 
asleep until after the Jury had gone out, and believing him not 
to be in a condition to attend to business should they agree on 
a verdict, the Jury dispersed of their own accord, leaving him 
‘Endorsed: Testimony of M. F. ponr Jackson, 


Endorsed: Testimony of A. C. Davidson. SEVEN 
‘case was disposed cr” is deleted and “trial gone thro with” inserted. 
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still asleep on the bench, in which condition he remained undis- 
turbed until after night. 

After the Jury went out & the spectators had dispersed, some 
person locked the door of the court House leaving the Judge 
still asleep—Genl. Rusk afterwards unlocked the door & left 
it open so that he could come out. 

I am aware of the fact that Judge Hansford held a Court for 
the purpose of issuing land certificates, at the House of Buck 
Jones, about twenty miles from the Court House of the County. 
He carried the clerk, & sheriff along with him. This was in 
what is called the 17th Range, in the territory formerly belong- 
ing to the U. States but annexed to Texas by the running of 
the Boundary line. At this Court a number of cases were tried 
& land certificates issued 

At a special call term of the District Court of Harrison Co. 
in July last, for the trial of Charles W. Jackson for murder, 
Judge Hansford was on the first day of the Court, quite intoxi- 
cated—so much so that I think he could not have gone to the 
Court House without assistance, which was given to’ him by a 
Mr Vaughn— 

GEO. D. McJIMSEY 
Sworn to & subscribed before 
the Select Committee 20th Dee 1841 
WILLIAM E. JONES Chrn Select. Com.” 


Testimony of Col. Robert Potter: At the spring term of the 
Court of Red River County for 1841, Judge Hansford was on 
the Bench in an state of intoxication, & during the argument 
of a case to the Jury, he fell asleep & continued so until near 
the close of the argument I waked him up—He was asleep some 
ten or fifteen minutes & I suppose would have continued asleep 
longer had I not waked him up. 

I happened at the House of Buck Jones in the 17th Range 
some time during the last summer, while Judge Hansford was 
holding Court for the purpose of granting Land certificates 
under a Law of the last session of Congress. This was at the 
distance of about 16 or 18 miles from the usual place of holding 
Courts in Panola County—-This Court was held, as I understood 
at the earnest solicitation of a large number of citizens who were 
anxious to get out their certificates. I have never understood 
` or believed that, any thing improper was done at this Court 
except the holding of it at an improper place. l 

Ros. POTTER 
Sworn to & subseribed before 
the Select committee 20th Dec 1841 
WILLIAM E. JONES Chairman Select Com.’ 


Testimony of Hon. W. H. Landrum: I was present, at a call 
Term of the District Court of Harrison County in J uly last, for- 
the purpose of trying Charles W. Jackson, at which time I saw 


wEndorsed: Testimony of Geo. D. _McGimsey. 
1findorsed: Testimony of R. Potter 
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Judge Hansford on the Bench in a state of intoxication—I 

thought him incapable of discharging the duties of a Judge in 

so important a matter, & unfit in his condition to be upon the 
ench— 

At the term of the Court alluded to, after empannelling the 
Jury to try Jackson, it being late in. the evening he directed 
the Constable to whom the Jury was delivered in charge, to keep 
them together until the case was decided & feed them only upon 
bread & water, and then adjourned Court until the next day— 
Next morning he was absent, and did not return to proceed with 
the business of the Court, but wrote to the Sheriff to adjourn 
the Court until the next regular term— 


-Some time during the past summer, I think in July, Judge 
Hansford appointed a Call Term of the District Court, to be 
held in Sabine County, for the purpose of trying Wm Means 
for the murder of [blank] Mulholland; the appointment I have 
always understood was made at the request of Means—the 
murder was committed in Sabine County, which is one of the 
Counties belonging to, formerly Judge Scurry’s now Judge 
Jack’s District & is not in Judge Hansford’s District—For some 
cause with which I am unacquainted the trial was not had— 


. W H LANDRUM 
Sworn & subscribed - 
21st Dec 1841 ' 


Wo. E. Jones Chrn Select Com. H. of R— 


Mr. Van Zandt being interrogated by the Select Committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the conduct of the Hon Jno M Hansford 
in Answer stated: That at the Spring term of the District court 
for Harrison county 1841 held at the town of Greensboro, he 
saw the Hon Jno M Hansford during the court frequently. in- 
toxicated, and during the trial of the case of Ferguson against 
the Republic he was so much so that this deponent believes he 
was almost if not entirely -insensible to. what was going on., 
during the argument of the Case above stated the said Hansford 
vomited once or twice. which was noticed by the Spectators 
and persons in attendance and caused considerable merriment 
to the crowd, which was evidenced by their remarks of contempt 
wit[t]icisms and laughter, the said Hansford on the same day 
but at what time deponent does not recollect, fell asleep and 
Continued to sleep till after night when he became somewhat 
sobered and left the Court house, 

At the fall term of the District Court for Harrison County 
1840 William P. Rose and others were indicted for the murder 
of Minor and Muris, deponent heard afterwards a rumor: that 
Said Hansford had bailed the said parties except William P. 
Rose without their being brought before him by habeas corpus 
or other like process afterwards when the deponent met with 
the said Hansford and inquired of him the facts of the Case, he 


2Endorsed : Testimony of Col W. S. Landrum Jackson... [illegible] drunk. . 
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was informed by him that he had taken bail from several of the 
parties in the manner alluded, to,— l 

Deponent further states that he was informed by the said 
Hansford that he had held two or more special terms of the 
District Court for Panola County—in the region of Country 
known as range 17. at the house or Grocery of Buck Jones a 
distance of 15 or 20 miles from the county seat that the said 
Hansford further informed him that he had inflicted several 
heavy fines on individuals`in attendance on said Court One of 
which was five hundred dollars. and had ordered one or two 
Others to be taken into custody by the Sheriff, Said Hansford 
informed the deponent that he knew that he had no legal 
Authority to hold Said court, but thought perhaps Congress 
would ratafy [sic] his acts—deponent was subsequently informed 
by the Clerk that said Hansford had held a special term of the .- 
District court at the county site and remited [sic] the fines before ` 
alluded to, 

Deponent further states that W. R. D, Ward and B S Vivian 
were arrested by the warrant of the said Hansford as being 
accessory to the Murder of Josiah Prewit & being Called upon 
to defend them he Appeared before the said Hansford who 
agreed to adjourn the trial before two majistrates [sic]. When 
- we had appeared before the Majistrates I inquired for the af- 
fidavit upon which the Capias was founded and was told by 
Judge Hansford that he had issued it without any statement on 
Oath whatever, I then asked him if the facts were of his own 
knowledge he said not, but had issued it from some tale that 
had been told him, 

I asked him in private conversation if he did not know that 
he was violating the Constitution from a course of that kind 
he remarked he did not care that the warrant had had the 
desired effect and was functus sufficio and could not be ques- 
tioned, that such had been the decision of the supreme court. 
I protested against this course when he afterwards agreed to 
quash the Warrant previously having Ordered the Sheriff to 
summon thirty or more witnesses 

Said Hansford then made the affidavit himself and continued 
the trial a Warrant having been issued by the Majistrate, at 
the trial Said Hansford appeared and acted as prosecuting at- 
torny [sic] and made several speeches against the parties ac- 
cused—who were finally acquitted by the Majistrate— 


f I VAN ZANDT 
Sworn to & subscribed 21 Dec 1841 
WILLIAM E. JONES Chairman of Select Com.’ 


Testimony of Hon. Wm N. Porter: At the Spring Term 1841 
of the District Court of Red River County, dare the argument 
& trial of the cause of Morton vs Butler, as well as I recollect, 
the Presiding Judge, the Hon. Jno. M. Hansford, was very much 
intoxicated with Liquor; and during the argument of said cause, 


3Endorseđ: Testimony of Hon. I. Van. Zandt Drunk. 
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the said Judge went to sleep and continued asleep until awak- 
ened, by the Hon. Robert Potter— 

Question by the Committee—Was the fact of his being in- 
toxicated observed by the spectators & persons about the Court, 
& if so what effect*did it produce? ` 

Answer—It was observed by those present, and evident marks 
of contempt were exhibited, such as throwing pebbles at him 
while asleep on the Bench & a great deal of laughing— 

Question by the Committee—What was his condition when he 
was aroused from his sleep by Col Potter? l 

Answer—He appeared confused & did not seem to apprehend 
noo condition or to know any thing about the cause then 

rying— 

Question by the Committee—Did he charge the Jury or at- 
tempt to do so— , 

Answer—As well as I recollect, he did not at the close of the 
argument, but directed the Jury to retire & make up their 
verdict—In the beginning of.the argument & before going to 
sleep he attempted to write a charge but failed, being too much 
intoxicated to be able to write— 

Question—Have you- ever observed an evident leaning or 
partiality on the part of said Judge while upon the Bench? 

Answer-——I am decidedly of opinion that I have—It is matter 
of opinion only & what I supposed to be gross partiality may 
have been the honest dictates of his own judgment— 

: i WM. N. PORTER 
Sworn to & subscribed ' 
this 21st Dec 1841 
WILLIAM E. JONES Chairman of Select Committee— 


[The Committee] concluded by recommending the impeach- 
ment of Judge Hansford, and offered a resolution to appoint a 
committee of managers to conduct the impeachment. 


The Speaker appointed Messrs. Mayfield, Robinson, Jones of 
Galveston, Wynns, and Raymond, said committee. 


House adjourned to Monday morning at 9 o’clock.’ 


TUESDAY, Dec. 28. [1841] 


[House met, roll called,] present—Messrs. Speaker, Brower 
[sie], Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, 
Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, M’Connell, Neibling, 
Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall,. Por- 
ter, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, Usher, Van Zandt, Wood and 
Wynns; [quorum present—journals] of Friday reád and 
adopted.° 


4Endorsed: Testimony of Hon. Wm N. Porter. |. : 

5In the Austin City Gazette, January 5, 1842, this reads: i 

On motion, House adjourned until Tuesday morning at 10 o'clock. 

In The Weekly Texian, December 29, 1841, it reads: ae a 

On motion the House adjourned until Monday morning half past nine o clock. 
The journal for this day is taken from the Daily Bulletin, December 29, 1841, 
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Mr. Kuykendall presented the petition of John Appleman.’ 
Referred to Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Wynns offered a resolution requesting the President to 
furnish the House with the items for which the contingent fund 
of his predecessor had been expended. Laid on the table. — 

The petition of G. W. Wright was re-committed to Committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Robinson offered a resolution that a committee be ap- 
pointed to go to the Senate, and at the bar thereof, in the name 
of the House of Representatives and of all the people of Texas, 
to impeach John M. Hansford, Judge of the District Court for 
the Seventh Judicial District, of high misdemeanors in office, 
and acquaint the Senate that the House of Representatives will 
in due time exhibit particular articles of impeachment against 
him, and make good the same; and that they further demand 
that the Senate take order for the appearance of John M. Hans- 
ford, to answer to said impeachments,—which was adopted; 
Messrs. Robinson, Jones of Galveston, Raymond, Wynns, Usher, 
were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Jones of Galveston presented a resolution for the exam- 
ination of the steam-ship Zavala; and, after such examination, 
either to reprir [sic] or sell her. 

Mr. Darnell presented a resolution which was adopted, that 
the House meet at 9 o’clock in the morning, and at 3 and 7 
o'clock in the evening. 

Mr. Fowler presented a resolution that Congress adjourn on 
the 10th of January, 1842. Read Ist time. 

Mr. Wynns introduced a bill to authorize the publication of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court. Read Ist time. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill for the protection of the northern 
and western frontiers. Referred to select committee. 

On motion, 100 copies were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jones of Galveston presented the petition of R. W. Tobin.’ 
Referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced an act providing incumbents dur- 
ing the pendency of impeachments, to take effect presently. 
On motion of Mr. Mayfield, it was made to read “if not sooner.” 


Mr. Van Zandt said he did not write the bill. Referred to 
Judiciary Committee. 


‘John Appleman, late lieutenant in the Texas Navy, stated that he wa is- 
charged from the Navy under the disbanding act passed at the last S la ais 
that the money appropriated for the- pay of officers and men was distributed 
mainly among those who were retained in service, while he was discharged without 
being paid off. He had been at much expense in coming to the seat of govern- 
ment for the purpose of procuring audited certificates which he wished to 
appropriate to the payment of land dues and for other purposes, but the auditor 
refused to audit his claims or issue certificates because there was no appropriation 
to pay this class of claims. Appleman prayed that Congress would authorize and 
require the auditor to audit his claims for whatever amount may appear just and 
right. Several certificates are with the petition. Endorsed: 5 John Appleman’s 
Tomon Naval Affairs Petition. Dec 28th 1841 Kuykendall. Memorials and 

The petition has not been found. Tobin was a private in Captain Owen’s 
Company A, ist Regiment, Permanent Volunteers enlisting May BL. 1887. and 
serving to November 1, 1837. He also served from June 1, 1836 to May 31, 1837. 
He was entitled to back rations and clothing for the period from June 2, 1836 
ee 4, 1887: $96, $47.27, $40; total 183.27. Comptroller’s Military Service 
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Mr. Wood introduced a resolution authorizing a su h 
Trinity River; read ist time. g a survey of the 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the “fee bill” was taken up, with 
the amendments of Committee on Judiciary, which were 
adopted; bill passed to a 3d reading.’ 


Message read from the Senate, that they had passed a “bill 
to raise a revenue by impost duties.” 


A bill for the relief of Elijah Bennett taken up and amend- 
ments of Senate adopted. 


Bill to repeal the act prohibiting the forced sale of slaves 
was taken up on a reconsideration of the vote passing it to a 
3d reading. 


Mr. Mayfield rose and made some remarks which we will 
furnish hereafter. 

‘House refused to reconsider. the vote passing the bill to a 
8d reading. l 


Bill was laid on the table until Thursday. 


Committee on State of the Republic, John D. Morris Chair- 
man, reported unfavorably on bill for the relief of free persons 
of color.” 

Mr. Smith, of Fannin, said he was of that Committee and had 
never seen that bill, and protested against the report. 

Mr. Forbes rose and explained that the committee was not 
full when the bill was under consideration, but all present were 

-of one opinion. l , 

Mr. Parker made a statement similar to Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Patillo the same. l 

Mr. Van Zandt the same. 

Mr. Van Zandt made a motion to recommit the bill. - 

Mr. Cooke opposed the recommitment strenuously, and 
thought the House perfectly acquainted with all the points of 
the subject, and as capable of deciding at once as they ever 
would be, and thought after a recommitment and report, the 
House would be just where it was then. There would be two 
committee reports and nothing gained by it. He said they had 
had notice in plenty of time and ought to have removed. 

Mr. Mayfield considered the free negroes in the country a 
serious evil and a nucleus for a great deal of harm. He had 
never heard of any wish among his constituents to retain them, 
and moved to lay the bill on the table until the first day of 
March. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, supported the bill. He thought the 
free negroes were entitled to some leniency at our hands. He 
did not think they were of any injury-to the country. He had 
seen them living in the heart of a slave population, without 
producing any improper effect. He said many of these negroes 
were in the country at the Declaration of Independence and 

"The amendments have not been found. 


“The message has not been found. 
UThe report has not been found. 
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had spilled their blood for the country. He said the law for 
their removal had not been promulgated, they could not read, 
and to take them up, and sell them, would be piracy in its worst 
and ugliest shape. 


Mr. Raymond said: 


Mr. SPEAKER:—I had hoped that this subject would not have 
been again agitated this session of Congress. The members of 
this House well recollect the case brought forward some days 
since, by the gentleman from Houston county—a case calculated 
to excite the sympathies, and arouse the humanity of every 
member; but the House then declared by its vote, that it would 
be impolitic to permit free negroes to remain in our country. 
The law of last session compelled all free negroes who. had 
arrived in the Republic, subsequent to the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, to leave the country by the 1st day of January 1842. 
—That law has been promulgated, and the free persons of color, 
designed to be affected by it, have had twelve months to comply 
with its provisions. — If we permit our sympathies to be 
enlisted in their favor, and permit them to remain among our 
slave population, such action on our part, will finally eventuate 
in a curse upon our whole country.—F ree negroes sow the seeds 
of dissension, and often produce insurrection among our slaves, 
and every member will, and does see the impropriety of permit- 
ting them longer to remain among us.—Open our doors to free 
negroes, and our country will become an asylum for that kind 
of population, and they will pour in upon us from every section 
of the United States. Let us then close the doors at once, make 
our laws positive, and compel them to be strictly obeyed. I shall 
vote in favor of the motion to postpone further action upon the 
bill now under consideration. 

Mr. Smith again rose and made some remarks, and hoped the 
question would not be postponed to the first of March. 

Question was then taken on postponement to the first of 
March. 

Yeas,—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, 
Dancy, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Gaines [Grimes], Head, Hewett, 
Holmes, Hunter, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of Galveston, Kuy- 
kendall, Landrum, McConnell, Mayfield, Parker, of Fort Bend, 
Raymond, Roberts, Rob[i]nson, Usher, Williamson. 

Nays.—Daniel, Latimer, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, 
Porter, Smith, Van Zandt, Woods, Wynns. 

House adjourned to 8 o’clock. 


‘TUESDAY EVENING, Dec. 28, 1841.” 


House met—querum present. 

House went into committee of the whole upon the execution 
bill, and after acting upon it the whole afternoon, the com- 
mittee rose and reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 


®The three and seven o’clock sessions are not reported in Th 
January 5, 1842. The journals for the three and seven o’clock i Be akai 
from the Daily Bulletin, December 30, 1841. 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 221 


Mr. Van Zandt introduced a bill to explain the duties of 
Associate Justices of the County Court; rules suspended and 
bill passed. 


D Mr. Mayfield gave notice that he would move'`a reconsidera- 
tion to-morrow evening. 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced a resolution that the managers ap- 
pointed to conduct the impeachment of Judge Hansford, be 
directed to draft articles of impeachment against said Hansford, 
and that they report the same to this House for its action 
thereon at as early a day as practicable. 

Mr. Roberts moved a reconsideration of the rule adopted in 
the morning to hold night sessions. 

Yeas 7; Nays 24. 


House adjourned until 7 o’elock. 


T o'clock. 
House met—quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Darnell, the House went into committee of 
the whole on the execution bill, Mr. Caldwell in the chair. 

The committee concluded to rise again, without action upon 
the bill, report to the House, and ask to be discharged from the 
consideration of it. This was done, and the bill then taken up by 
the House. 

Mr. Mayfield said it had been intimated. that there was a 
party in that House who would do any thing to defeat the bill— 
he said he knew of no such party,—that for himself, he did 
not form such associations: that his vote upon any question was 
an independent one, and he was willing for the world to know it. 
He said that after the bill should have been amended, and when 
it should come up on its final passage, it would be seen who 
voted for the true interest of the country. He said the country 
was in a situation dissimilar to that of any other in the world; 
that a part of our citizens were occupied, a portion of their time, 
in repelling the savages, part in defending the western frontier, 
and then, in addition, we were all affected by the general 
pecuniary embarrassments of the world. He said, from these 
facts, the country required a protection for individual interest 
which no ‘other did; and when gentlemen should pass rigid 
execution laws, and the property of citizens should be sold under 
them, they would then see who had supported the true interests 
of the country. 

Mr. Darnell moved to insert “land and slaves,” in place of 
“all the property” upon which the 12th section of the bill made 


13 


the judgment act as a lien; 


The, twelfth section reads: . : 

Be it further enacted, That whenever final judgment shall be rendered by any of 
the courts of record of this Republic, it shall operate as a lien on all the property 
of the defendant, from the day of the date of the judgment, provided that said 
lien shall cease to operate, if execution be not issued out within twelve months 
from the date thereof, and due diligence be not used to collect the same. 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2359. Endorsed: 123 A Bill to reduce into one 
and amend the several acts concerning Executions Read ist. time Nov 3 Read 
2 time Nov 4 & refd Judcy Comt reported Nov 27—-Special order Tuesday 7 Laid 
on table: Dec 7—until called up Execution Bill Nov 27 100 copies orderett Special 
order for Wednesday Dec 23 Select Comt Van Zandt Usher Jones of Gal 
Williamson Jones of Gonz Porter Cooke Grimes 
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Mr. Raymond opposed the amendment, because it would allow 
merchants and stock-owners, whose whole property. was personal 
a peculiar privilege, exempting them entirely from liability for 
their debts. 

Mr. Caldwell took a different view. He thought that giving 
a tien upon personal property would lead to a general swindling 
of the community; that such property was easily moveable, and 
there would be no safety in purchasing personal property; that 
after a man had purchased such property, both creditor and 
debtor might agree and take it from him. He said that it had 
been well known that he was opposed to this bill in toto, and 
for this reason he had avoided any attempt to hamper the bill 
by amendments. He thought the debtor would stand a very 
poor chance under this law, which, in his conception, would 
operate entirely for the benefit of the creditor and the lawyer. 
The gentleman said he did not stand in the position of a debtor, 
put he might purchase some property, and he did not wish to 
be swindled. 


Mr. Wynns was opposed to the lien on personal property, 
and although he received letters by every mail, urging him to 
use any influence he might have in the House to pass a law for 
the speedy collection of money, he would not go for a rigid 
execution law; but he wished some arrangement made by which 
laboring men who had small sums due them, should be able, 
at some time, to point out property, and obtain their .due. 
He said now, a man who had creditors for small amounts, 
could avoid paying them, because he could point out large prop- 
erty which the poor creditor was unable to pay the difference 


a upon, between his claim and the appraisement, and 
ake. 


Messrs. Darnell, Jones of Gonzales, and Hewett, favored the 
amendment, all taking the ground, that the effect would be 
bad; that there could be no safety in purchasing personal prop- 
erty, and the effect of the law would be to injure the value of 


such property, in the hands of men who were embarrassed, 
for fear of the title. 


Mr. Williamson said he trusted the amendment would carry. 
He said the government, legislative and judicial, had deceived 
the people. He said they had, in the first place, organized a 
splendid government, which, he conceived, was now about to 
fall. He said the people had been misled by the government, 
and for that reason, they were now in a situation requiring 
relief. He contended that the effect of a lien upon personal 
property would be bad. 

Mr. Smith, of Fannin, opposed th WI 
the bill passed in its Srnec ‘orn i ih a aca 

Mr. Darnell thought with some gentlemen, that there was a 


requirement for relief, but he thought th : ; 
creditor, and not the debtor. ` : e relief was due the 
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Mr. Mayfield was opposed to judgmehts -acting as a lien upon 
‘any property, on -Account of the ‘uncertainty in transfer of 
property produced by it. 

The 12th section was finally adopted by the House, to act 
as a lien upon real ‘estate only. ; 

Mr. Fowler moved to strike out 12th section, entirely. 

He was opposed to a judgment ‘acting as -a Hen ‘at al, and 
he thought this law ‘would ‘work anedually. 

Mr. Mayfield supported the ‘motion for the same reasotis, and 
because a judgment of ‘a pétty magistrate for a Small amount 
would so ‘bind à man’s landed property, ‘that ‘he could make no 
conveyance of any "of it. = l 

Mr. Caldwell offered a substitute, that a judgment or execu- 
tion should not bind the property until a levy Was made. 

Mr. Smith, of Fannin, ‘wanted a general Tien upon ‘all property. 

Mi. Raymond opposed the ‘substitute, ‘and said gentlemen 
would go on, until next, even a levy would not bind, and no 


WEDNESDAY -MORNING, Dec. 29. [1841] 

House met; roll called; present Messrs. Speaker, Brower, 
Brown, Caldwell, Daiey, Daniéls, Darnell, Forbes, Fowler, 
Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, M’Connell, Mayfield, 
Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennat, 
Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, Usher. Van Zandt, Wood 
and Wytiis: quortiii present, journals of preceding day read 
and adopted.” = pe 

Mr. Darnell presented the' petition of Sumner Bacon;” re- 
ferred to Committee on Claims and Aeeoùnts. . 


aw 
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Mr. Wood presented the petition of John S. Brown ° referred 
to Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. Wynns presented the petition of John Hoffman,” Admin- 
istrator of John Wells; referred to Committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 


Mr. Dancy presented a Joint Resolution for the relief of Wm. 
P. Smith; refeared [sic] to Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 


Memorial of Judges Hemphill and Baylor, was found on the 
Speaker’s trble [sic]; referred to Committee on the Judiciary.” 


A bill to organize the southern part of the county of Milam, 
as a Judicial county, with the amendments‘of Committee was 


taken up—amendments adopted, and passed to its third read- 
ing.” 


during her struggle for independence, The petitioner stated that he never received 
one cent by way of compensation for said powder, nor for his time, trouble and 
expense in making the purchase. The petitioner was a poor man and had to 
support a large family and was unable to sustain the loss of $561, and to 
contribute so largely to the ,welfare of the body politic. He now asked_Congress 
to remunerate and compensate him. This petition was presented on November 
9, 1843 and in the year 1842 a similar petition was presented. Endorsed: Petition 
of Sumner Bacon to Congress for Relief. Nov. 1843. Memorials and Petitions. 

The petition has not been found. The Government was indebted to John S. 
Brown $360.80 for sundry accounts for lumber, supplies, use of his boat, etc. in 
1836 for the use of the Army and Navy. Public Debt Papers. 

“The petition has not been found. 

wWilliam P. Smith was appointed surgeon general of the Volunteer Army on 
September 27, and served three months; on December 25, 1835, he was appointed 
Post Surgeon at Washington; on March 28, 1836, he was appointed regimental 
surgeon; on May 29, 1836, he was honorably discharged. He had claims against 
the government for pay as surgeon general, September to December, 1835, and, 
according to the bill for his relief, for medicines and medical services furnished 
and rendered in December, 1835, to William Crittenden and William Wadlington, 
sick soldiers belonging to Wyatt’s company. Comptroller's Military Service 
Records; Public Debt Papers: Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2372. Endorsed: 2134 
Joint Resolution for the relief of Wm P. Smith Read ist time Dec 29 Rule 
suspd Read 2d time & referred to Claims & accts Indeft postd Jany ist Un- 
favorable. 

See Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, I, 171. > 

»The amendments are to the second, third and eighth sections which read: 

Sec. 2. Be it further Enacted, That the above described District or Territory 
shali be known and. Styled by the name of “Burleson”, and shall be organized in 
conformity “with “an act organizing the inferior Courts and defining the powers 
and jurisdiction of the same”, And the election for the several County Officers 
shall be held in the same in the first Monday in February next; and the County 
Courts | shall be held on the Second Mondays of February, May, August, and 

ovember, 

Sec 3. Be it further Enacted, That the above District or Territory is hereb 
attached to the third Judicial District, and the District Courts shall be ‘hela in the 
same on the Seventh Mondays after, the fourth Mondays in March and September, 


in each year, and may continue in session at each term until all the business 4s, 
transacted. 
Sec 8 Be it further Enacted, That all laws and parts of laws contravening 
the provisions of this act be, and the same are hereby repealed, 
.The amendments are as follows: 


Strike out all in the Second section after the word “with”, in the 5th line to the 
word “and” in the 10th line & insert the following towit “law, and the chief 
Justice of Milam County shall order an eleçtion to be held in said District or 
territory on the first Monday in February next for a Chief Justice, County 
. Surveyor and all other county Officers for said District or territory and the 
returns of said election shall be made to the Chief Justice of Milam county. and 
be by him forwarded to the department of State” Adopted 


In section 3rd strike out all after the word “same” in the 5th line and insert, ` 


“At such times as shall be fixed by law” J H Raymond C C H R Adopted 
In section 8th after the word “that” in first line i i “ 

business pertaining to Canty Court arty etek ee owing all 
acted 2 e town of Caldwell shall be as valid in law as if it ha i 

at ie, legal seat of Justice of Milam County and [blank] adopted——J @ been done 
. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2381. Endorsed: 145 No 27 An Act i 

Southern part of.Milam County for Judicial & other purposes. Rend dat time 
Novr. 18th/41_ Read 2 time Nov 23/41 & refa to Com. on Judiciary Ordrd to 
be Engrossed Novr 24th, 1841. . Engrossed same day.. T Green Eng. Cik. Senate 
Read 3rd time & passed November 26th, 1841 A, C. Macfarlane Secty Senate 


of Milam county which has been trans- - 


\ 
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Select Committee, Wm. E. Jones Chairman, to whom was 
referred the petition for divorce made by David Hodges and 
Lucinda Hodges his wife; reported by bil” 


Mr. Cooke moved the indefinite postponement of the bill, and 
sustained it for the reason that the Courts of the country were 
open for the adjudication of such cases, and he was opposed 
to such legislation by the House. 


Mr. Fowler took the same ground, and was opposed to Con- 
gress acting as a court of judicature; lost. i 
The resolution for the adjournment of Congress was taken up, 


and on motion of Mr. Robinson was laid on the table until 
Monday next. 


_ Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, Brown. Cooke, Dancy, Dan- 
iel, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Grimes, Head Neibling, Hunter, 
Jones, Mayfield, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, 
Pennall, Raymond, Robinson, Van Zandt, Wynns. 

Nays.—Messrs. Caldwell, Fowler. Hewett, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Patillo, Por- 
ter, Roberts, Usher, Williamson, Woods.—14. 

Mr. Usher presented the petition of Sam. McCulloch; referred 
to Committee on the State of the Republic.” 

Mr. Mayfield offered a resolution that the Standing and Select 
Committees to whom was referred the appropriate portions of 
the President’s Message, are instructed to report the result of 
their deliberations to the House at.as early a day as practicable, 
in order that the House may take the necessary action on the 
several recommendations contained in said Message; adopted. 

Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, made a report 
recommending the establishment of a mail route from Fan- 
throp’s in Montgomery county, to Dunn’s Post Office in’ Rob- 
inson county.” pe t 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Louis P. Cooke; referred 
to Committee on Public Lands“ ` 


Read 1st time Dec 8rd Read 2 time Dee 15 refd to County Bound’s. amended 
& passed to a 3d Reading Dec 29 Read 3d time & passed to Dec 30th 1841 J H 
Raymond CCHR ` . F 
: 2The report has not been found. ; : 
: 2Samuel McCulloch, a citizen of Jackson County, together with his two colored 

women. Peggy and Rose, immigrated to Texas before the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. On his arrival, desiring that the aforesaid colored persons should be 
and remain free all the remainder of their days, he did not require of them 
indentures previous to or after coming to Texas. He considered the women free 
under the law regulating the introduction of such persons into Texas, Being 
desirous of securing .to them a permanent home, he prayed Congress to pass a 
law authorizing him to enter of record in the county of Jackson a deed. of 
emancipation authorizing them to continue in the Republic so long as they. shall 
properly demean themselves. P. Usher and J. S. Menefee signed the petition 
with Samuel McCulloch. Endorsed: 95 Petition of Samuel McCullock State 
of Republic Dec 29th mn ons and Petitions. l 

$ t been foun 3 

abais Ee Cooke tioned to Austin in 1839 as Secretary of the Navy and as such 
moved into & small government house on the outer verge of the improved Austin 
city lots. The house, when he moved into it, was ‘nothing but a shell, He had 
built 2 chimney and added other rooms at his own cost and erected a kitchen 
and other outhouses and enclosed the property at considerable expense. Cooke 
said he had formed an attachment to the place more from_having regarded it 
as his Home than from any great intrinsic value it had. He prayed Congress 
that, as the place was valueless to the government, it bè granted him on paying 
to the Secretary of the Navy such amount in four installments as that officer 
deemed right and proper. Endorsed: 28° Petition Louis P. Cooke Public Lands _ 
Dee 29th report a bill, Memorials and Petitions. , 
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On motion of Mr. Raymond, the House took up the Execution 
bill. 

Mr. Mayfield moved the House go into a committee of the 
whole. Lost. ‘ 

The House then took up the Execution bill and acted upon 
it. Mr. Van Zandt moved to refer the bill to a’ Select Com- 
mittee, which after some debate was done. Yeas, 25,—Nays, 11. 

Mr. Robinson moved to take up a bill from the Senate to raise 
a revenue by Impost duties, which was done and bill read ist 
time. 

House adjourned until 3 o’clock.* 

WEDNESDAY EVENING” 
House met—quorum present. 


Resolution to enquire of the President, how the contingent 
fund of his predecessor had been expended; was adopted. 


Bill to organize the county of Guadaloupe. 


A bill for the redemption of certain Texian prisoners, come 
[sic] up:on its third reading. 

Mr. Cooke moved a suspension of rule so as to include an 
appropriation for the son of Mrs. Smith of the City of Austin. 
The gentleman accepted an amendment to his amendment, so 
as to include the son of Mrs. Lyon of the La Vacca. 

Mr. Neibling wished to include in the bill an appropriation to 
redeem the son of Mr. Gragg of his county. 

Mr. Usher wished to include an appropriation for a case 
in his county. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales wished to include children taken from 
his county. 

Mr. Mayfield wished to pass a general law for the redemption 
of prisoners in the hands of Indians and considered it obligatory 
upon the country to pass such law, and authorize the payment 
of all necessary expenses, with a reasonable compensation for 
the trouble incurred by any who would bring them in. He 
thought it incumbent on the country to have a law of this 
character, so long as it would not exhaust the Treasury. 

Mr. Parker wished the bill to pass without any amendment, 
in as much the amount required for these cases was ascertained. 
He said he had two nieces and a nephew in the hands of those 
Indians, for whose redemption every effort had been made 
without avail, and he said it would give him relief, if he could 
hear that they were in their graves. He wanted a general law 
passed, but after these cases were provided for. 


The bill with the amendments of Mr. Cooke and Mr. Dancy 
was passed.” 


*The note on adjournment is taken from the report in the ‘Austin City Gazette, 
January 5, 1842. 


è RS two sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly Texian, January 
"27 he amendment of Dancy is not with the bill unless it is the amendment to 
ma suuenerent. eE E £ $80 

e it further enacted that the sum o 0. parfunds is hereby appropriated for 
the redemption of the son of Mrs. Angeline D. Smith taken from. the nelchbortiood 
of the City of Austin by the hostile indians in the year of 1840—& the further sum 
of 300$ par funds be appropriated for the redemption of the son of Mrs. Lyons 
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A Committee from the Senate, consisting of Messrs. Webb, 
Potter, Dangerfield and Moore, informed the House that on 
Monday next, that body would resolve itself into a high court 
of impeachment, for the trial of the charges preferred against 
Hon. John M. Hansford. 


The bill to organize the new county of La Bacca, was taken 
up and a long debate ensued, between Mr. Jones of Gonzales 
and Mr. Dancy, upon the particular territory to be assigned to 
the new county. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Latimer presented the petition of Minerva Ann Oliver; 
referred to Select Committee.* 

Mr. Caldwell, Chairman of Committee on County Boundaries; 
reported favorably on petition of certain citizens of Nacogdoches 
County, for a Judicial county. 

‘Mr. Robinson moved to reconsider the resolution of yesterday 
for night sessions. Sustained by Mr. Robinson at length, upon 
the necessity for time for the various important committees of 
the House to deliberate upon the great mass of business referred 
to them, and report. The gentleman made out a clear case— 
showing plainly by reference to particular and very important 
matters upon which they were required to make speedy reports, 
and for which purpose they would have no time if their pres- 
- ence were required from morning until late at night in the 
House, the necessity for the re-consideration. 

Mr. Darnell opposed, and thought it best to get through with 
the business pow on the Speaker’s table, before allowing time 
to committeés to produce more for its action. ` 

Mr. Mayfield supported the same ground with Mr. Robinson. 

Mr. Wood was urgent for night sessions, and thought time 
was wasted in the committees, and on reports comparatively 
useless, and that the questions might as well be discussed at 
once in the House, as in the committee. He wanted to get 
home—he had to go to work. The country was bankrupt and 
they were legislating at an expense of $1,000 per day, and 
he thought they had better get through business, and adjourn.. 

Mr. Cooke was opposed to night sessions. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, hoped the night sessions could continue, 
and the House would continue to meet at 9, a. m. 

Mr. Forbes gave his reasons for a change of- opinion upon the 
question, and would now go for suspending the rule. 


. On the motion to suspend the rule— 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, 
Forbes, Hewett, Niebling, Hunter, M’Connell, Mayfield, Parker 
of Houston, Patillo, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson and Usher—17. 


of Fayette county, taken by the indians in the latter part of the year °1837— 
Adopted Cooke 

See Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2348. Endorsed: 182 A bill to be entitled an 
act for the redemption of Texian prisoners—Read 1 time Dec. 18 Read 2 time 
Dec. 21 & ordered to be Engrsd. Engrossed same day Thos. H. Hord E. C.H R 
Read 3d time & passed Dec 29th—Engrossed over 


2The pétition has not been found. 


w 
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Nays—Messrs. Daniels, Darnell, Dennis. Fowler, Grimes, 
Head, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, 
Pennall, Porter, Smith, Williamson, Wood and Wynns—16. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, a bill regulating fees of office was 
taken up, read 3d time and passed. 


A resolution requiring information from the President, was 


taken up, read and adopted. 


Joint resolution for the relief of J. Harris Catlin; read 2d 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Captains Roberts, Jackson 
and Sowel[l]s co[m]panies of rangers, was read 2d time and 


ordered to be engrossed.” 


On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning ut 
[sic] 9 o'clock.” 


THURSDAY, Dec 28 [30], 1841 


House met; roll:.called; present, Messrs. Speaker, Brower 
[sic], Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Forbes, Fow- 
ler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones 
of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum. Latimer, McConnell, May- 
field, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, 
Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, Usher, Van Zandt, Wood 
and Wynns; quorum present; journals of preceding day read 
and adopted.” 


Mr. Van Zandt presented petition of Wm. Bryan; referred to 
Select Committee.” ' 


Mr. Darnell presented petition of Captain Thomas Bridges ;* 


*»This paragraph and the three preceding are from the report in The Weekly 
Texian, January 5, 1842. 

“This paragraph is from the report in the Austin City Gazette, January 5, 1842. 

3The journal for this day is taken from the report in the Daily Bulletin, 
December 31, 1841. and January 3, 1842. 

2The petition has not been found. ' 

Alexander Henry and William Bryan owned the schooner San Jacinto which 
was pressed into the service of the Republic and lost while in said service. The 
owners sued the Republic and the Board of Examination held that the claim 
should be allowed and the Second Auditor should be required to draw a draft 
on the Treasury in favor of Alexander Henry for $2500, and one for $1501.16 in 
favor of William Bryan who held a lien on said vessel for that amount. Also 
a draft should be drawn for the sum of $523.33 in favor of Thomas Toby and 
Brother who held a bottomry on said schooner. The above drafts were to be 
paid out of the promissory notes of the government. Endorsed: Com. Bryan 
ee oa June 1839—1551.16 Naval Service. Comptroller's Military Service 

ecords. 


BThomas Bridges cime to Texas in 1833 as master of the schooner Mechanic: 
in the following year he made a declaration of his determination to become a 
resident citizen. He bought lots in Matagorda, built a dwelling for himself and 
family and located a league of land at the mouth of the Trespalacios River. He 
was engaged during the war in transporting to Texas volunteers, provisions, arms 
and ammunition. ` Austin, Archer and Wharton, who were unable to procure a 
vessel, Induced him to carry a cargo of arms to Texas in the spring of 1836, 
instead of taking out his family as he had planned and that his failure in this 
particular should not militate against his interest or claims in Texas. Bridges 
procured the new schooner Urchin and carried the freight to Galveston. He was 
paid in government scrip which made it impossible for him to. meet the claim 
of the owners of the Urchin, and he was too poor to remove his family to Texas 
in time to conform to the law relative to immigrants. Hence his zeal for the 
public service had deprived him of the land which he located at an early period. 
He prayed that Congress would afford such relief to his family as in their 
wisdom and justice might seem meet. The petition_is dated Matagorda, February 
27, 1841. With the petition is a statement from Dr. B. T. Archer corroborating 
Bridges’ statement; also the endorsement of a number of. citizens of Matagorda 
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referred to Committee on Public Lands. C 


Mr. Wood presented petition of Henlin Steainnes [Hemlin 


Starnes|“ and Wm. Palmer,” referred to Committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 


Military Committee, N. H. Darnell, Chairman, reported 
favorably on claim of John S. Brown.” 


COMMITTEE Room. Decr. 30th 1841 


Hon K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of the House of Representatives 


The Military committee to whome was referd the petition of 
John S Brown have had the same under consideration and 
askes leave to report the same back to the house and Recomend 
the passage of the following Joint Resolution and begs to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the same 


N. H. DARNELL Ch.ir 


Resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled that the auditor be 
and he is here by aurthorized [sic] and required to audit the 
claim of John S Brown for three hundred and twenty five dol- 
lars and ten cents for supplies furnished' the army in 1836 


Committee on Claims and Accounts, recommended the refer- 
ence of the account of Michael Tiller [Ziller] to the Military. 
Committee. 

Same on petition of Joseph H. Rogers. ' 

Reported favorably on petition of S. H. Robinson. 

Unfavorably on petition of James Wall. 

Committee on Engrossed Bills made the usual report.” 

Select Committee on petition of Francis F. Webb [Wells]” 


County. Endorsed: Petition of Capt. Thos. Bridges to be presented to Congress 
Public Lands Dec 30th. Memorials and Petitions. i 

“Hemlin Starnes of the county of Liberty, stated that on June Z1, 1840, he 
furnished to Wiliam Henry Allen upon an express order sent by the Honorable 
Branch T. Archer, then Secretary of War, a horse valued at $360, for which Allen 
gave him a draft. Upon application to the proper department to obtain pay for the 
said draft, the petitioner was informed that Allen was not authorized to draw 
on any Department of the Government. He prayed Congress to investigate the 
facts and pass an act for his relief so that he be enabled to obtain his just and 
legal rights. Dated Austin City Dec. 29, 1841. Endorsed: 189 Petition of Hemlin 
Starnes for relief. Claims & Accts Dec 30th Unfavorable Jany Ist Memorials 
and Petitions. 2 

SWilliam H. Palmer, a citizen of Liberty County, was assessor in June, 1840. 
In September of that year, he returned to the Secretary of the Treasury the 
assessment for the county and also furnished copies to the clerk and sheriff 
as required by law. In November, 1840, the assessment was returned to him 
with the request that it should be transcribed and made out on paper of a larger 
size. This the petitioner complied with. , In consequence of a new secretary of 
the treasury being appointed, the failure of the mails, or some other unknown, 
cause, the Secretary of the Treasury issued an order to the assessor of Liberty 
County directing him to assess the taxes for 1840, altho he had made his first 
return within the time prescribed by law. The Department refused to allow his 
account for the sum of $365, being 5% upon the amount of property assessed. 
Palmer prayed Congress to pass a bill for his relief extending to him the small 
comnensation to which he was entitled under the law. Endorsed: 109 Petition 
of Wm H. Palmer for relief. Unfavorably Jany 5 [?]—no evidence. Memorials 
and Petitions. oe ot . b 

The report is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 1783. Endorsed: 115: 
Joint Resolution for the relief of John S Brown Read ist time Dec 30 

The reports have not been found. ; : ` , 

The report is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 1959. Endorsed: 70 
Joint Resolution for relief of Francis F. Wells Read ist time Dec 30th Read 
2 time Jany 18th Rule suspd Read 3d time Jany 18th & passed Engyrossed 


Tho. H. Hord. 
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To the Hon. K L ANDERSON Speaker of H. R. 


The Select committee to which was refered the petition and 
claim of Francis F Wells, have had the same under considera- 
tion and are satisfied from the testimony accompanying the 
same that the said claimant is justly entitled to relief from the 
Government, & being so convinced the said committee has in- 
structed me to report the accompanying bill and recommend its 
passage 


P. USHER Chairman 


Sec. 1. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the Auditor be and he is hereby authorized and required to 
audit the account of Francis F Wells, for the sum of one thou- 
sand and eighty dollars, in full for all his claims against the 
Republic of Texas. 


Sec. 2. Be it further resolved that the said amount when 
so audited be only receivable in payment of Government dues 
which have heretofore accrued and that this: joint resolution . 
take effect from and after its passage. ~ 

Bill from the Senate, to raise a Revenue by Impost Duties; 
referred to Committee on Finance.” 

Bill for the relief of John M. Kemper, J. Girard, and John 
Van Bibber, was passed.” 

Bill to repeal the act creating a board of Medical Censors, 
was laid on the table. 

Bill for the relief of Seth Swift, was passed. 
` Bill for the relief of J. S. O’Reily was passed. 

Bill for the relief of J. Harris Catlin was passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of K. L. Anderson, was passed.’ 

Joint resolution for the relief of Capts. Roberts, Jackson and. 
Sowell, and their commands, was passed. 

Bill for the relief of persons holding the receipts of Quarter, 
Master, Wm. N. Mock, was passed. 

Bill for the relief of the Executrix of Thos. Ross, dec’d. was 
passed. 

Bill for the relief of A. G. Kimball; was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Cooke, for the majority of the Naval Committee, reported 
against resolution to instruct the President to carry out the 
provisions of the treaty with Yucatan; laid on the table. 


In the report in The Weekly Tesian, January 5, 1842 i 
on motion of Mr. Robinson. = pepe eu Wes faeetae 


“The memorial has not been found. See Comptroller’s Military Service Records. 
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i following message was received from the President and 

read: 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

City OF AUSTIN, December 27th, 1841. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


A bill has been presented for the signature of the President, 
purporting to have for its object a change of the name of 
Charles Denny Morse to Charles De Morse: but it extends so 
far as to legalize all the past acts of the said individual both 
of a public and private nature. This, to my apprehension, is 
clearly unconstitutional; for that instrument declares in express 
language, that: “no retrospective or ex post facto law” shall be 
passed. Any law that refers to past acts must be retrospective 
or ex post facto. 

‘Whether it would be necessary to enact any provision, other 
than merely to change the name, as to its -future use, to De 
Morse, is left to the wisdom of Congress to decide. It is, how- ` 
ever, clear, to my perception, that if the name is so changed, 
the object of the applicant will be fully attained, without any 
reference to past acts or prospective provision. 

With this view of the subject, the President deems it his duty 
to return the bill to that branch of the Congress in which it 
originated, without his signature. 

l [SAM_HOUSTON] 


Bill referred to the Naval Committee, to repeal the act laying 
up the navy in ordinary, was reported on, and passage of the 
repeal- recommended. - 

Committee on State of the Republic, to whom was referred 
the bill to permit the corporation of the city of Houston to 
remove the obstruction in Buffalo Bayou, recommended a sub- 
stitute.” , 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a bill to repeal an act prohibiting 
the forced sale of slaves, being the special order of the day was 
taken up. - . 

Mr. Mayfield said 

The state of his health would not permit him to give his 
views upon the subject at the length he had intended. The 
gentleman said the bill had been much assailed as unequal in 
its operation, and vulgar prejudice had been arrayed against 
it, because it was said to give to the rich privileges of which 
the poor did not partake. He said that travelling politicians 
and demagogues had decried it, and that a distinguished person- 
age had passed through his county and exclaimed against May- 
field as the author of the bill. He said it was first sent into the 
world shorn of its proper dimensions. The preamble which 
explained its object had, by some mysterious arrangement, been 
separated from it, and it had been thrust into the world plucked 


aprecutiyve Records, Book No. 40, p. 11. 
“The reports have not been found. 
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and divested of its due proportions. The gentleman denied that 
the bill favored the rich more than the poor. He referred to the 
principles on which it was passed, viz: the necessity for sus- 
taining a great interest upon which the country depended for 
the development of its resources, and alluded to the fact that 
all the property of a poor man was already protected by existing 
laws. He said his cows, his pigs, his horse, his oxen, implements 
of husbandry—a comfortable homestead and a farm and pro- 
visions, were already protected. He said, then, there was no 
justice in the cry which had been raised. He said the fact of 
the protection of slave property, was an incentive to the poor, 
man to obtain it. He alluded to the fact, that there was scarcely 
any opposition to the bill upon its passage, either in the House 
or in the Senate. He said that whenever the bill had been 
defended before the people it had been sustained, and that the 
members generally who voted for it had defended it before the 
people. 

Mr. Anderson said 

He was one, who had perhaps contributed to increase the 
‘vulgar prejudice referred to by the gentleman. He said the 
law had been calculated to benefit, chiefly, late emigrants from 
the United States—that seven-tenths of the people of the 
country were opposed to it—that whenever it had been brought 
poe bone and sinew and the old settlers it had been repre- 

ended. 

Mr. Mayfield would not admit that the law was unpopular, 
although he said great efforts had been made to make it so. | 
He said it had been misapprehended from the first. He did not 
know of any instance in which the disapprobation of the people 
had been expressed. i 

Mr. Anderson said he knew of members now in the House and 
in the Senate, who had voted for the original passage of the 
bill, but had declined to defend it before their constituents; and 
that the general disapprobation of the country had been ex- 
pressed. 

The above remarks. of Messrs. Mayfield and Anderson. are 
mere skeletons of that debate, not taken down at the time, under 
the impression that they would be written out by the gentlemen. 
They are however, connected so far as they go. Mr. Anderson’s 
remarks as delivered were brief. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin said 

I, SR, may be classed as one of the vulgar to whom the gen- 
tleman frequently alludes. If, Sir, it be vulgar for a man to 
pay his debts, then, Sir, am I among the vulgar; and, Sir, if you 
contract a debt and then call upon your’ Senate and House of 
Representatives to relieve you from your debts, and they do it 
Sir, then I think they become rather vulgar. If a man turns all 
his property into slaves, and then endeavors to avoid the pay- 
ment of his debts, it is rather strange, Sir. The gentleman con- 
tended that the law worked injuriously to the poorer portions- 
of the community. 7s : 
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Question was taken on the final passage of the “Bill to repeal 
the law exempting slaves from forced sale under executions. 

Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, 
Dancy, Daniel, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowles [sic], Grimes, 
Head, Hewett, Neibling, Jones of Galveston, Kuykendall, 
Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of 
Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Smith, 
Usher, Van Zandt, Williamson, Woods, Wynns.—33. 

Nays.—Messrs. Hunter, Mayfield.—2. 

Bill to organize the southern part of Milam county was passed. 

Certain generic acts proposed for the adoption of the House, 
led to a long discussion, in which Mr. Cook took the principal 
part in the opposition. They were finally left by the adjourn- 
ment of the House without any action. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock. 


THURSDAY EVENING, Dec. 30.” 

House met—quorum present. 

The Generic law providing for the incorporation of religious 
societies being under consideration, Mr. Mayfield said he was 
disposed to see authority granted to religious societies to estab- 
lish congregations, and open grave yards, but was unwilling 
to see more extended power given them. 

Mr. Darnell said he thought that charters were not granted 
to Religious societies in other countries, and he did not wish it 
done here, and moved an indefinite postponement. 

Mr. Dancy proposed to amend the bill by inserting after the 
word “christians” “or professors of religion.” 

Mr. Dancy thought the privilege should be extended to all 
persuasions, the Mahometan who chants his muezzin at the 
mosque, and the Jew who is yet waiting the coming of a saviour. 
Rejected. 

Mr. Cooke supported the amendment. - 

Mr. Grimes wanted to vote on the indefinite postponement, 
and if that could not be carried, he would then go for amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Mayfield thought it would be precipitate to act on the 
indefinite postponement. a 

The bill gave no exclusive privileges and did not infringe on 
the Constitution. He said the bill provided that limited priv- 
ileges should be given these societies upon coming into court 
and making a certain showing. He said the bill gave no undue 
facilities, but tended to relieve Congress of much legislation.: 
He asked what was more common in the United States than the 
incorporation of churches. He said by the Constitution we could 
not favor any particular religious preference. He said gentle- 
men opposed the incorporation because the particular States 
they came from, did not incorporate religious societies ; but he 
wanted to know what injury could be done by it. He said he 
had usually been put down as much opposed to religious socie- 


“The two sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly Tesian, January 
5, 1842. 
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ties as any one: He said a Methodist Synod had on a previous 
occasion asked a vote of thanks from this House for converting 
sinners, but he thought upon that occasion that the House had 
nothing to do with the matter, that their reward was to be 
received from another source, and he had opposed it. He said 
persons inimical to him had made use of this report, and carried 
it to the Christians, among his constituents and endeavored to 
injure him by it, and until he had seen those constituents, and 
made explanation to them, it was answering its purpose. The 
gentleman said he was disposed if possible to favor the progress 
of religion. i 


Mr. Cooke said he was opposed to the policy of granting - 


away the rights of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
over which as one great blank with the signature of the Repre- 
sentatives of the Nation affixed thereto, it was possible for any 
man, or any set of men, to write whatever they might please, 
and sanction any thing as law, they might perhaps be operated 
upon by ignorence [sic], prejudice or corruption, to invest with 
the solemnities of legislative enactment. It is an old proverb, 
but one which time has verified beyond dispute, that in the 
midst of council there is wisdom, and whenever we, the repre- 
sentatives of the people, grant a carte Blanche to the various 
District Judges of the country to legislate for us, we depart from 
this wholesome rule, and throw off the responsibility with which 
the Constitution has vested us, and us alone; thereby, at the 
same time violating maxims of the golden letter, and the sacred 
injunctions of fundamental law. One Judge is but one man— 
and like all men is liable to the faults, and follies of human 
nature. With the passage ofthis heterogeneous pile of gene-r-ic 
[sic] legislation, we can not invest District Judges to whom 
they propose to delegate so much authority, with the collected 
wisdom of the Senate and House, or with the votes and views 
of the different members of Congress. Our judiciary.is yet 
unsettled—our country is yet in turmoil, and every thing ap- 
pertaining to Texas, still proclaims a want of harmony. Shall 
Congress under such circumstances as these, yield up the leg- 
islative reigns on the most important of all subjects—when 
vested rights of the most varied:and extensive nature are to 
be granted—merely, as Honorable gentlemen have said, to rid 
ourselves of interminable legislation. It is our duty to look well 
to every thing presented to this House—to look into every item, 
of every claim, and account, and to subject every thing to appro- 


a 


priate committees, and then to the general consideration of the 


House. Shall we then with a view to rid ourselves of inter- 
minable legislation, give the granting of charters of all species, 
and for all character of purposes, under a system of gen-e-r-i-c 
laws, as they are aptly termed, to this man, or that man; to this 
Judge, or that Judge. Propriety forbids it—prudence forbids 
it—the Constitution forbids it. This is the most latitudinous 
proposal for the most latitudinous grant during the p-r-o-p-e-n- 
s-i-o-n of the Government. These genuine g-e-n-e-r-i-c acts, Mr. 
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Speaker, are unpleasing adjuncts of a voluminous nature, to a 
voluminously codified compilation of our laws, by a certain 
honorable gentleman. And if they are not as I desire, indef- 
initely postponed, I am sure Sir, that it will not be for the want 
of all sorts of diligence manifested by the honorable gentlemen 
electioneering with members of this House on the floor, at their 
seats—even now, that the question is under debate. If we 
are to receive from any single man, a system of laws, let it be 
from some man, who knows something of our country from ex- 
perience among us in our struggle for independence—not a 
man of yesterday, popping down on us like a Jove, giving us 
law from the midst and power of his pervasive forecast. 

Let this superabundance of g-e-n-e-r-i-c trash pass, Mr. 
Speaker, and we will still be troubled in Congress as much as 
we are, or have been, for the granting of charters, and the 
incorporation of societies named in these generic laws, upon 
different principles, and for more extended favor than these 
g-e-n-e-ri-c laws contemplate.—So, Sir, we grant away our birth- 
rights, as legislators, without ridding ourselves of interminable 
legislation. 

This gen-e-r-i-c system, Mr. Speaker, will, to a limited extent, 
serve the purpose of old and well organized governments; but 
this system has been eschewed by ninety-nine hundreths of them, 
and when tolerated at all, tolerated under a different constitu- 
tion to ours; and then in a most restricted form. 


If, Mr. Speaker, it were not ridiculous to advert to the Con- 
stitution as a guide to this House, I should have appealed to it 
alone to seal the death of these codified gen-er-ic laws. But 
this sacred instrument has become a matter of burlesque; nev- 
ertheless, Sir, it is the fundamental law of the land, and although 
‘it may be often invoked to support false doctrines, by the 
ignorant or designing,—still, I shall always reverence it, and, 
when commanded by its plain injunctions, I trust, obey and 
respect it The first article, sec. 1, of the Constitution says 
“the Government shall be composed of the legislative, executive 
and judicial departments, which shall be forever kept separate 
and distinct.” The 3d sec. of 2d art. says—“Congress shall alone 
have power to grant charters to incorporations or to corporate 
bodies.” The ist section is conclusive against these g-e-n-e-r-i-c 
acts, which propose to grant away the legislative functions to 
the judiciary—it is blending the legislative and judicial func- 
tions of the Government. The 3d section of 2d art. renders it 
more.clear, if possible, and confines to Congress alone the very 
privileges which these bills propose to grant away to. the judges. 
—We cannot take this unwarrantable—this unpolitic step in 
legislation, without violating at once our oaths and the Con- 
stitution. . . 

Mr. Mayfield said after the extraordinary remarks offered by 
the gentleman from Travis, he felt compelled to throw himself 
upon the indulgence of the House, and answer-some of the 
arguments offered by that gentleman. The gentleman answered | 
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the objection that legislative power was given to the Judges, 
contending that the legislation was all performed by Congress, 
in specifying upon what terms the Charters of Incorporations, 
should be granted and that the Judges did not legislate, but 
merely saw that certain requirements before charter could be 
granted, were complied with. He contended that there were 
no more legislation on the part of the Judges, than there was 
in the Board of Land Commissioners in granting Scrip to ap- 
plicants, upon the terms and requirements of the law. He 
contended for the propriety of taking advantage of all general 
principles which would tend to relieve the country of legislation 
for individuals and special purposes. The gentleman contended 
that under the present state of things, Religious institutions 
needed the fostering of legislation, that they did not occupy the 
stand intended by the Constitution. 


The gentleman spoke feelingly in relation to the necessity for 
making some provisions for the graveyards which were usually 
attached to churches; and alluded to a case which occurred in the 
town of Nacogdoches some short time since. An individual 
there who owned the ground in which reposed the remains of 
many of its citizens, and among others the body of Bledsoe 
who in former years was the pride of Kentucky, and the only 
man who could enter into successful intellectual competition 
with Mr. Clay was disposed to cut down the trees which shaded 
the graves, and turn the place into a corn patch. He said the 
citizens of the place became indignant, and threatened the sordid 
creature with punishment. A company of citizens purchased 
the ground, and during their lives no sacrilege would be done 
to the purpose for which it had been appropriated, but the 
gentleman referred to the case as an evidence of the requirement 
for some action upon the subject. 


Mr. Dancy proposed an amendment to strike out the word 
“Christian,” and insert “religious persons.” Adopted. 


The question was then taken on the indefinite postponement 
of the bill, which was carried. 


Mr. Forbes said he would vote against the bills as inexpedient. 


Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke, Daniels, Dennis, Forbes, 
Grimes, Head, Neibling, Kuykendall, Landrum, Parker of Fort 
Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, Usher, Wood and Wynns.—21. 


Nays.—Messrs. Bowen[r], Caldwell, Dancy, Fowler, Latimer, 
McConnell, Mayfield, Raymond, Williamson—1l1, and bill in- 
definitely postponed. 


Bills to incorporate Masonic Bodies, Insurance Companies 
and Literary and Scientific Institutions, were laid on the table. 
Mr. Usher introduced a joint resolution for the reli 
Clerks of the Supreme Court. Per ew 


Message received from the President, and on motion of Mr. 
Darnell, taken up and read. . 
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The Message of his Excellency enclosed, and was recom- 
mendatory of certain parts of a communication from the Secre- 
tary of War and Navy.“ 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, December 30th, 1841. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES: 


I avail myself of an early opportunity to lay before Congress, 
for its consideration and action, the accompanying information, 
transmitted to me from the Department of War. It has some 
bearing on our relations with Mexico, and may be of consider- 
able importance. 


If these statements be correct, there can be no doubt that 
some movements against Texas are in preparation. Mexico, 
in my opinion (relying upon the current intelligence of the 
day,) has, at no time since 1836, been in a situation so favorable 
for annoying our country as at the present moment. If we 
should be invaded by Mexico, (and I now regard a demonstration 
as most probable,) I would recommend that Congress empower 
the Executive to procure, (if in our present depressed condition 
it be possible) as many Paixhan cannon as would be absolutely 
necessary for the protection of at least Galveston and Matagorda 
bays. A battery situated upon each of those bays, is conceived 
indispensable to prevent the entrance of the enemy, should they: 
obtain the naval armament. which, it would seem, is not without 
reasonable probability. I regard the fortification of those two 
points as important to the safety of the country in the event of 
any movement of the enemy. They will not invade us, unless 
they are assured they possess decided naval superiority. In that 
event, we should be prepared for every annoyance which they 
may be capable of inflicting upon us. This recommendation is 
made with due regard to our financial condition. The possession 
_ of Galveston would be an object of primary importance with the 
enemy; and comparatively trifling expense would be sufficient 
to render any attempt of the kind fruitless. 

On the subject of the naval agency I would make one remark; 
and that is, that I have always regarded, and do still regard 
the duties of executive and disbursing officers directly opposite 
in their character; and whenever amalgamated, they are cal- 
culated to produce confusion. They cease to operate as checks 
upon each other, and present every inducement to the individual 
so employed, to practise fraud and peculation upon the govern- 
ment to an amount much greater than would pay salaries to 
proper officers necessarily employed, who would operate as 
checks upon each other. The practice and experience of all 
‘governments go clearly to demonstrate these facts; and it is 
no matter whether they are monarchical or republican. 

Acco neeutive Records, Book No Se Department, City of Austin, Dec, 30th, 1841. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives : .. . [At end:} Sam 
Houston. ...n. p. n. d. 4 p. 20cm. Caption title. i 
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In relation to the proposition to fit out the Zavala by Yucatan, 
I would most especially recommend that we have nothing further 
to do with that state, as I regard it in no other light than as the 
theatre of insurrection—any movements, stimulated by motives 
of personal policy, and terminating in short lived and bloodless 
revolutions—the ulterior designs of which, when developed, 
we may have ample reason to regret. I regard all foreign 
alliances as wholly unnecessary to the prosperity of the Texian . 
nation. 

The other suggestions of the communication from the Depart- 
ment of War, are presented in a manner sufficiently explicit to 
supersede the necessity of any further remark from the Execu- 
tive. 

[Sam Houston] 


The Secretary of War and Navy reported the receipt of a 
communication from Com. E. W. Moore, stating the advance- 
ment of further money for the use of the Navy, by the Gov- 
ernment of Yucatan, and also conveying information of the 
building of two iron steamers, in England, and two brigs and 
one schooner, in New York, for the Government of Mexico, and 
a request of Commodore Moore that certain Paixhan guns be 
furnished the Navy, in view of the supposed force and armament 
of these vessels. 

DEPARTMENT OF WAR & Navy” 
22nd Decr 1841. 


To His Excellency SAM HOUSTON 
President of the Republic of Texas— 


By the mail of last evening despatches were received from 
Commr E. W. Moore, Commanding Texas Navy—dated the sixth 
Inst. reporting the fleet consisting of the Sloop of War Austin 
and the Schooners San Bernard and San Antonio ready for sea 
and to sail the day succeeding.— 


He also communicates to the Department the letters of Col 
Peraza, and of the Hon. Secretary of War and Navy of Yucatan 
that of the former advising him of a further advance of 5600 
dollars by the Government of Yucatan—and that of the latter 
stating that a further sum making the whole amount for the 
first month Hight thousand Dollars will be placed in the hands 
of Mr Breedlove, their Consu! at New Orleans, subject to the 
order of Commr Moore—as speedily as possible—We are fur- 
ther informed by letters from the U. S. that the Mexican Gov- 
ernment have now building at New York two Brig Schooners 
of about 170 tons burthen and to carry seven Guns each—and 
in England two Iron Steamers—these vessels will no doubt carry 
one or more Bomb Cannon or Paixhan Guns—and the request 
of Commr Moore follows for the same ordnance, two for the 
ship—two for the Zavala—two for the Wharton (Brig) and 


In Navy Papers. Endorsed: Report of Sec’y War & Na i 
Decr. 22, 1841. y vy relative to Navy. 
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one for each Schooner—indeed from the improvement in this 
Ordnance it would seem necessary that they be provided—that 
our Vessels may be able effectively to compete with that of the 
Enemy.—The Government of Yucatan have offered to furnish 
the means for fitting out the Zavala—and the dry dock at New 
Orleans can be procured for the purpose of over hauling her. 


_The Seamen, shipped in March last for the purpose of man- 
ning the Schooner San Bernard—when the Hon Judge Webb, 
was sent to Mexico—have not as yet been paid their wages or 
any part of it—the Officers are equally in want, having received 
“no pay since that time. l 


In the reduction of the Navy under an act passed 18th 
January 1841. The office of Navy agent and Naval store keeper 
was abolished and the duties imposed upon the Commander of 
- the Navy—lI wish to call the attention of Your Excellency to 
the utter impossibility of that officer performing the duty— 
he is now at sea and called upon to do the duties pertaining to 
one on shore or in the Navy Yard—omnipresence is imperative 
by the act of Congress but not within the power of the officer— 
many objections would arise even if the Commr of the Navy 
was required to remain in port—the responsibility of so many 
duties as would devolve upon him would be too great—and 
temptation to do wrong would be constantly before him—as a 
‘ matter of necessity. I would respectfully recommend, the ap- 
pointment of Naval Agent & Naval Store keeper— 


These duties have been, in part, performed by Mr Jas W. 
Moore, under the direction of the Commodore, and from the 
observation I was enabled to make during the last summer I 
believe him to be fully competent. 


Commr Moore reports Mid-shipman Duke Faulkner recently 
promoted from the San Bernard, by the late administration as 
a “Boy who can neither read nor write’—consequently totally 
unqualified to fill that station—I await your order for his dis- 
mission from service. 


I have the honor to be Very respectfully 
Your Mo. Obt Servt 
GEO W. HOCKLEY Sec. of War & Navy 


Mr. Cooke remarked, that he moved to lay the letter from the 
Secretary of War to his Excellency on the table. As for the 
communication from the Executive, he said he could not now, so 
far as he was concerned, say what disposition should be made of 
it. But, Mr. Speaker, I can say that this document, or one of 
its nature, has long been expected on my part; and I tell you, 
Sir, that the expressions of this document, so much at variance 
with the former opinions of the Executive, indicate more than 
is said. This communication speaks of war and the rumors of 
war; it is the fore-runner of a transaction yet to be transacted— 
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and let Austin tremble. There is a snake in this communication, 
I tell you, Mr. Speaker; there is a snake in this move. l 

Communications referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Communication received from Department of State, announc- 
ing resignation of Hon G. W. Terrell, Judge of the 5th Judicial 
District.“ 

DEPT OF STATE 
AUSTIN 30th Decr 1841 
SIR, 

I am instructed by the Secty of State. to notify the Honl. 
Congress, that the Resignation of the Honl Geo W. Terrell, 
Judge of the fifth Judicial Dist: to take affect on the. 1st 
January 1842 has been received at this Department 


Very Respectfully Your Obdt Servt 
JOS WAPLES Chf Clk Dept of State 


To the SPEAKER OF THE Ho OF REP 
And PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 


Mr. Williamson moved to take up a Bill concerning the session 
of the Supreme Court. Lost. l 
` Bill for the relief of A. J. Titus, B. W. Titus, Wm. Lewis, and 
heirs of James W. Smith, was passed. 

Bill for the survey and examination of the Trinity River, 
after being amended so as to include nearly all the streams, 
large and small, in the Republic, and an amendment proposed 
that it should be done without expense to the Republic, was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Republic.” 

Committee on Military Affairs reported favorably upon peti- 
tion of Chas. Shearne.* 

The Clerk was directed to inform the Senate, that on Monday 
next the House would be ready to go into election of District 
Judge for the 5th Judicial District. : 

Mr. Latimer introduced a bill regulating the time for holding - 
courts in.the 7th judicial district. 


On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o'clock.” ' 


* 


FRIDAY, Dee 31st. [1841] ` 


House met; roll called; present, Messrs. Speaker, Bower, 
Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, 
Head, Hewett, Neibling, Hunter, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, 
McConnell, Mayfield, Parker, of Fort Bend, Parker, of Houston, 
Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Smith, Usher, Wood; quorum 
present; journals of preseding [sic] day read and adopted.” 


“Miscellaneous Papers, Sixth Congress. Endorsed: Jas. Waples to C 

Decr. 30th 1841. Also in Records, Department : ; Pook AL D oes. 
“The bill has not beer fered p oi State, Letter Book 41, p. 258. 
The report has not been found. 
“This paragraph is from the report in the Austin City Gazette, January 5, 184 


Í 2 
sThe journal for this day is taken from th i A in, 
P a e report in the Daily Bulletin, 
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, Committee on Public Lands reported a substitute for the relief 
of James Cole and others. 


Mr. Darnell presented the petition of W. B. Stivers" Referred 
to a select committee, 


Mr. Parker, of Houston, presented petition of Wm. Perry” 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. Á 


Committee on Public Lands reported on case of heirs of 
Daniel MeKenney, unfavorably. Laid on the table. 


Committee on Public Lands, Mr. Van Zandt, chairman, re- 
ported favorably on a bill, entitled “An Act. regulating the 
granting and trial of Injunction.” Also a Bill for the relief of 
the County Surveyor of Harrison and Panola: 


Committee on Public Lands reported unfavorably on Bill to 
permit, transfers of payments, &c: on Austin City Lots. Also, 
on petition of Mary V. Tozin and J. E. Tozin. . 


Committee on Claims and Accounts reported on claim of ` 
Ralph McGee, recommending its reference to the Committee on 


el Affairs. Reported. unfavorably on petition of Jesse 
ite.” - 


Select Committee to whom was referred the portion of the 
President’s Message relative to the finances of the country, 
made a very able report, recommending the issue of Egchecquer 
[sic] Bills, to the amount of two hundred thousand dollars, to 
be issued only’ as the necessities of the country may require, . 
and be receivable for revenue, as equivalent to gold and silver; 
directing the destruction of the bills so fast as they could be 
redeemed, and directing all receiving officers to apply all gold 
and silver paid into them to the redemption of the bills when 
presented to them, to refuse the receipt of all the outstanding 
liabilities of the government for any branch of the revenue, 
and to authorize their funding—with accompanying bills for 
effectuating the project. 


Sisned—Jesse Grimes, Chairman. John Brown, Wm. E. Jones, 
G. A. Patillo, Patrick Usher, A. Wynns.” 


stWilliam B. Stivers ofthe county of San Augustine immigrated to Texas with 

kis father Samuel Stivers in 1834, and had been a citizen of Texas ever since. 
‘He was a minor at that time and did not leave the country until 1837, when his 

father sent him to Tennessee to finish his education. He did not refuse to 
participate in the Revolution nor did he give aid to the enemies of the country. 
He returned to Texas in 1840. He was over seventeen years of age when the 
land office was opened in 1838, but as he was absent from the country, he did 
not receive the quantum of land to which a single man was entitled. He prayed 
Congress to grant him one-third of ġ league of land. @ndorsed: Petition of 
Wm. B. Stivers to Congress 3ist Dec is4i w fe Select Daniell, Ramon, Mayfield 
Usher Neibling. Memorials and Petitions. í PTEN 

eWillia erry served in the army of Texas as surgeon to care for the si 
sa ene Port Houston, but in consequence of the proper returns not having 
been made he could not obtain his pay for his services without an at of 
Congress for his relief and for this he prayed. Endorsed: 112 Petition of William 
Perry Military affairs Dec 31st 1841. Memorials and Petitions. 

BThe reports have not been found. 


` i i he House of Repre- 
“Repért of The Select Committee on Finance By order of t 
sentatives, Austin : S. Whiting, Public Printer ... 1842, 8 pp. 19. 5 em. 
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CoMMITTEE-ROOM, Dec. 30, 1841. 


To the Hon. K. L. ANDERSON, , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred so much of the 
Message of his Excellency the President as relates to Finance, 
beg leave respectfully to report the following bills and recom- 
mend their passage, viz: 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the funding and 
redemption of the public debt of the Republic of Texas;” 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize the President to 
issue Exchequer Bills, and to declare what shall be receivable 
in future in payment of taxes and duties on imposts;” 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of persons who are 
in arrears for taxes.” 2 ; 

The advanced period of the session, and the limited .time 
alowed by controlling circumstances for the action of the 
Committee, render it impossible that the grave, important and 
intricate questions submitted for their consideration can receive 
that attention and profound reflection which they merit. Deeply - 
and sensibly impressed with the pecuniary embarrassments of - 
the country, and the necessity of decisive action to relieve the 
body politic of the lingering disease which threatens fatality, 
if the measures herewith proposed do not carry with them the 
healing efficacy of the touch of the apostle, the Committee may, 
at least, appropriate the humility of his language:—“Silver and 
gold have I none, but such as I have I freely give.” 

Having examined the matter with all the attention which their 
limited time afforded, they are of opinion that all the revenues 
which can be derived from every source, upon a scale of taxation 
which the country can reasonably bear without injury, will not 
be more, or but a trifle more, than will be actually necessary 
to defray the current expenses of the Government upon the 
most economical plan that can be projected. If this opinion be 
correct, or even apprroaches [sic] near the truth, from whence 
are to be drawn the funds to discharge the immense national 
debt which encumbers and harrasses us at every step, the interest 
of which, at any ordinary rate, is more than sufficient to devour 
every dollar of revenue which we could possibly raise from every 
source, without the application of a farthing to the support and 
sustenance of the Government? In view of these stern and 
undeniable facts, unable to pay either the principal or the 
interest of our debt, what shall we do?—what can we do, 

Self-preservation is the first and paramount law alike of 
Governments and individuals. The primary object, therefore, 
to be obtained is the preservation, support and maintenance of 
our Government, and with it the rights, privileges and liberties 
secured by it. To jeopardize all these, by the application of the 
means necessary to its existence to any purpose whatever, would 
be criminal to ourselves and to posterity. To impose extraor- 
dinary taxes upon our people, disheartening and impoverishing 
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them, for the purpose of meeting our national liabilities, would 
be the enactment of a practical despotism, from which relief 
would be sought, first by evading the law, and finally by revolu- 
tion.—To make promises of speedy payment, with a knowledge 
on our part that failure must follow the promise, would be a 
delusion which we can no longer practice upon our creditors, 
and would end only in sinking our already depreciated credit 
to a still deeper depth. The path of duty, then, is plain ;—let 
us levy and collect, for the present, only such an amount of 
revenue as will be requisite to defray the necessary current 
expenses of the Government, and when. our population and 
resources shall have increased to such an extent as will justify 
the collection of a larger amount than may be required for that 
purpose, let the annual surplus be punctually and faithfully 
applied to the extinguishment of our national liabilities,- Im- 
pressed fully with the necessity of this course, and its justice to 
ourselves and our creditors, the Committee have no hesitancy 
in recommending the postponement to a future period of any 
further attempts to redeem and pay off any portion of our 
liabilities at present existing and outstanding and to devote all 
the resources of the country to a vigorous support of the Gov- 
ernment, at least, until time and experiment shall have fully 
established the important fact of our ability to sustain one. 
When we shall have attained that point in the estimation of 
the world, our credit will resuscitate in proportion to the evi- 
dences of our national stability, and the disposable balances, 
which the account current of our receipts and expenditures, will 
exhibit from time to time, and. the faithfulness with which 
they are applied to the gradual diminution and redemption of 
the public debt. l 


For the purpose of carrying out the preceding recommenda- 
tions, the first bill mentioned in the commencement of this re- 
port is respectfully submitted. It proposes to fund all the 
liabilities of the Government for thirty years at their nominal 
value, drawing an average interest, which, if punctually paid 
and the entire debt finally redeemed, will make those liabilities 
worth much more than their present market value. It also- 
offers to our creditors the privilege of taking our public lands 
in payment of their claims at so low a price, and to be exempt 
for so long a time from taxes, as must remove all doubt as to 
the sincerity of the offer, and of our desire to do whatever may 
be in our power to satisfy the demands of justice. The interest 
which we propose to allow may appear small in the eyes of 
avaricious creditors, and the time distant at which we propose 
to commence the payment of that interest; but let it bẹ remem- 
bered, that they have neither paid, nor we received, a valuable 
and full consideration for the demands they hold. Whatever 
may be thought of its justice, it is. at all events, as much as we 
believe we shall be able, on our part, to perform; and believing 
that in all reasonable probability we shall be able to fulfil and 
accomplish all that we do promise, we leave the matter to the. 
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consideration of our creditors, who must determine their own 
course, and abide the event, whatever it may be. 

Having thus proposed to rid ourselves,. for the present, of 
the public debt, and to remove every incumbrance to the unin- 
terrupted application of all our resources to the necessary 
expenses attendant upon the very existence of our Government, 
the Committee herewith also report a bill to make an entire 
change in our financial system and to designate the character 
of the funds which shall in future be receivable in payment 
of public dues. By this bill the President is authorized to issue 
a new species of paper, to be called Exchequer Bills, which, with 
gold and silver, are to form the only currency receivable in 
payment of duties after the first day of February next, and 
taxes hereafter to be assessed. 


The Committee are not unaware that the belief is entertained 
that any issue of paper we can make must necessarily depreciate 
as the treasury notes have done. It is feared that too many of 
them will be issued, and that the channels of circulation becom- 
ing clogged with them, depreciation must be the necessary 
consequence. 


The bill herewith reported limits the issue of Exchequer Bills 
to two hundred thousand dollars.—They are to be paid out 
only for the current and necessary expenses of the Government, 
as designated in the general appropriation acts of Congress. 
They cannot be loaned out or issued upon discounts, and thereby 
thrown into circulation like bank paper; there is but one channel 
through which they can find their way to the public and be- 
come a part of the currency of the country. It is clear, then, 
that no greater amount of them can be put in circulation in the 
course of a year than the sum total of the current expenditures 
of the Government. If, then, the revenues of the Government 
equal or exceed its actual expenses, the Exchequer Bills being, 
together with gold and silver, only receivable in payment of 
taxes and duties, they must remain at par or be but a shade. 
lower than the standard metals. Again, as they are to be paid : 
out only in payment of the current expenses of the Government, 
it is not possible to get them into circulation any faster than 
those expenses actually accrue; if, on the other hand, the reve- 
nues are accruing concurrently with the expenses, and the 
process of redemption and collection goes on concurrently with 
the process of issue, and to an equal or greater amount, the 
Exchequer Bills must be absorbed and withdrawn from circula- 
tion as rapidly as they are issued; or, if not withdrawn, but 
remaining in circulation, a fund ready for their redemption in 
gold and silver is accumulating at the various points of col- 
lection, and a knowledge of their convertibility will always 
preserve them from depreciation. The position which the 
Exchequer Bills must occupy. as a part of the currency of the 
country, must always depend upon the relative expenditures and 
revenues, always remaining at par, while the former are within 
the limits of the latter, and depreciating, on the other hand, in 
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proportion to the preponderance of the opposite scale. The 
Treasury Notes for a long time maintained their ground, and 
finally sunk only through the fatal error of issuing them to an 
extent that blasted the hope of early, if not ultimate redemption. 
Should we, however, have learned nothing from the painful 
lessons of experience, or gleaned no wisdom from the past, and 
again commit the fatal error of permitting our annual expendi- 
tures to exceed our income, the new paper will suffer a depre- 
ciation proportionate to the over issue, and may lead to the 
loss of all confidence in our capacity for self-government. The 
curse of a depreciated currency is the greatest of all that cata- 
logue of silent and unseen evils which sap and undermine and 
impoverish by stealth; and, having once felt its blighting in- 
fluence, it will be the paramount duty of Congress to guard 
with a constant and unrelenting sternness, the purity and credit 
of the new issue of paper, to which we are compelled to resort 
at this time. 

But it may be urged that it will be imposing too much upon 
the people to exact the direct taxes in good money. Taxes are 
assessed and collected for the purpose of defraying the necessary 
expenses of Government, and for such other purposes as may be 
for the common benefit of those who are taxed. The depre- 
ciated condition of our liabilities, and the necessity of changing 
the character of ‘the currency in which the business of the 
Government is transacted, render it useless any longer to re- 
ceive them in payment of the revenues. If.received, they would 
be of no use or avail, and might as well be permitted to remain 
in the hands of the people as to be paid into the coffers of the 
Government. 

While they are recognized by the Government as a currency 
for so important a purpose as the payment of taxes, at the same 
time that we issue a new species of paper to be used and recog- 
nized as a currency in the receipt of a different branch of’ the 
revenue, the circulation of the less valuable medium must tend 
to endanger the credit of the better one. 

It is not believed that there is a greater amount of promis- 
sory notes in circulation in the country than. will be absorbed in 
the payment of taxes for the present and past years, and the 
Government dues on lands and the payments for patents. 


It is doubtful whether the entire resources of the country, if 
collected in par funds, will more than defray the expenses of the 
Government, and as it is designed to issue Exchequer Bills to 
the extent of those expenses, by receiving any portion of the 
revenues in unavailable funds, we run the double risk of failing 
to realize a sufficiency for the purposes of Government, and en- 
dangering the credit and character of the Exchequer Bills by 
an emission of more than can be absorbed in the payment of 
duties. i 

By refusing any longer to recognize them as a Government 
currency for any purpose, we rid of a fluctuating medium, 
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the use of which is continually entailing losses upon our citizens 
by its constantly varying price in the market. 

It is unjust to discriminate between the creditors of the Gov- 
ernment, and while we call upon all alike to come forward and 
fund their claims, we nevertheless, by continuing to receive the 
promissory notes in payment of taxes, give a preference to the 
holders of that description of our liabilities over those who hold 
claims even of a higher grade. 

It is urged that we should continue to receive them at the 
rate of six for one of par funds in payment of taxes. This 
would make the taxes unequal in their operations. He that paid 
a dollar in specie would contribute more than he who paid six 
in promissory notes for the support of the Government. 

Taxes are taxes still, whether levied directly, or indirectly 
drawn through the custom-houses; and there can be no reason 
why a distinction should be made in the character of the funds 
in which they should be severally received, unless it is drawn 
upon a supposed want of intelligence or patriotism on the part 
of the people. 

It is unnecessary to pursue this argument any further, and 
in conclusion the Committee beg leave to recommend a change 
in the direct tax law, so as to make the first day of April of 
each year, instead of the first day of November, the period at 
which Sheriffs shall make their settlement with the Treasury 
for taxes received, and that the taxes to be assessed for 1842 be 
payable to meet the proposed change in that respect. 


JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 
JOHN BROWN, (red) 
WILLIAM E. JONES, 

G. A. PATTILLO, 

PATRICK USHER, 

A. WYNNS. - 


On motion of Mr. Cook, 250 copies of the report were ordered 
to be printed. 


-On motion of Mr. Wynns, the communication of the Presi- 
dent was taken up and read, recommending, on report of the 
Secretary of War, appropriations for the soldiers heretofore 
employed at the arsenal." 


` Mr. Darnell presented a resolution of enquiry for the bene- 
fit of Ward & Ingram. 

_ Select Committee to whom was refered a bill regulating the 
time of holding the several District Courts of the 7th Judicial 
District, recommended its passage, Mr. Van Zandt dissenting.” 

Mr. Porter introduced a Bill to change the name of the coun- 
ty of Bowie, to Pulaski, and the town of Boston to Grenada. 

Opposition to the change in the name of the county was made 
by Messrs. Cook and Williamson. The change was sustained 


SSenate Journal, Sixth Congress, pp. 181, 182. 
5The report has not been found. 
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by Messrs. Porter, Latimer, Van Zandt and Smith.. Much dis- 
cussion ensued upon the proposal, in which the memory of 
Bowie, as one of the Spartan band who fell at the Alamo was ex- 
tolled by Messrs. Cooke and Williamson. 


Mr. Williamson called for the ayes and noes, that he might 
record his vote against the change. 


Ayes.—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Caldwell, Danger- 
field, [sic], Daniels, Darnell, Head, Hewett, Neibling, Hunter, 
Jones of Galveston, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Mayfield, 
Parker, of Houston, Patillo, Pennell, Porter, Raymond, Smith, 
Usher, Van Zandt, Wood, Wynns.—26. 

Noes.—Messrs. Cook, Dennis, Forbes, Grimes, Jones, of Gon- 
zales, Parker, of Fort Bend, Williamson.—7. 


During the calling of the votes, a question of privilege arose, 
Mr. Fowler refusing to vote, on conscientious scruples. 


Mr. Williamson moved that 150 copies of the message yester- 
day received from the President, be printed. Carried. 


Message from the President, in relation. to Post Office De- 
partment. Read and referred to Committee on Finance.” 

Mr. Robinson offered a resolution, which was adopted, that 
the Clerk furnish each Department of the Government, and 
each Foreign Minister resident in Austin, with a copy of every 
document heretofore published by order of the House. 


Committee on Public Lands reported favorably on Bill for the 
relief of the heirs of John Peacock, and on Bill authorising Com- 
missioner of General Land Office to issue Patents on lands on 
or near county lines.” 


House adjourned to 8 o’clock. 
FRIDAY EVENING, Dec. 31 [1841]” 


House met—quorum present. 


Mr. Parker presented the petition of Allen Killough; referred 
to Military Committee.” 


Mr. Van Zandt offered a resolution that the President be re- 
quested to furnish the House with the names of all defaulting 
agents of the Government since its formation. | 

Mr. Darnell moved to take up the act to provide for an an- 
nual adjourned session of the Supreme Court in the eastern 
section of the Republic, from the Senate; read ist time. 

A bill to organize the County of Jefferson for J udicial and 
other purposes, with amendment by the Senate. Adopted. 


“Senate Journal, ae ag Lied pp. 177-178. 

58The r rt has not been found. f i 

The EWO. aeasions are combined in the report in The Weekly Texian, January 
5, 1842. at Fort 

“Captain I. E. Box, commanding a Mounted Company of Rangers. 
Houston on Tiarck 26, 1839 appointed Allen Killough assistant comm 
subsistence and he served as such up to December 15, 1840. He was Ra so Fe E 
on June 20, 1841, assistant quartermaster and commissary. tor a aT ae 
against the Indians on the Trinity River under the comman A Tndorsed : 
Smith. He was discharged August 5, having served tony ve. aye Pg eae 
Allen Killough Comition. Captain A. Killough A. Q. M. Discharg 
Memorials and Petitions. 
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A bill to organize parts of the counties of Robertson and 
Milam for Judicial and other purposes, with amendments of 
the Senate. Adopted. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Huezer, Morgan, Turley, 
Jackson, Golden and Right, with amendment of the Senate. 
Adopted.” 

Mr. Cooke presented a bill for the recovery of the children of 
S M. Parker and Mrs. Plummer from the Indians; read ist 
ime. 

Bill for the relief of Capt. T. N. B. Greer and company; 
amendments by Senate adopted. 

Bill to organize the County of La Vaca. Amendments by the 
Senate adopted. | 

On motion of Mr. Wood, the Joint Resolution from the Sen- 
ate directing the Secretary of State to suspend the printing of 
the laws and journals in Spanish; read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Porter offered a resolution that no member shall be per- 
mitted to address the House after a question is put. 

Mr. Pennall presented the petition of Wm. Myers; referred 
to Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 

Committee on the State of the Republic, reported favorably 
on petition of Samuel McCullough.” 


Hon K. L ANDERSON, Speaker, H. R. 


The committee on the State of the Republic to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Samuel McCullock a Citizen of Jackson 
County, beg leave to report that they have had the same under 
consideration, together with testimony sufficiently conclusive 
to warrant them in recommending that the Hon Congress take 
favorable action thereon, in order however to enable Hon Mem- 
bers to arrive at a just conclusion the following facts are here- 
with submitted, The two coloured women named in petition to 
wit Peggy and Rose, arrived in Texas prior to the declaration 
of Indipendance [sic], consequently were welcomed under the 
13th article of the constitution of Coahuila and Texas as free 
persons, and as such were introduced by petitioner in good 
faith, as an evidence of which he declined requiring of them 
their indentures and has in no instance exercised ownership 
or controwl over them since their arrival, such being the facts 
of the case your committee feel no hesitancy in deciding in fa- 
vour of the passage of the law prayed for as it was not the 
design of the framers of our constitution to enslave free per- 


“These men were sent to bring in certain Lipan chiefs. In the Papers of the 
Sixth Congress is the following account: Republic of Texas To [blank] Turley 
Dr. For services rendered in bringing in Lipan Chiefs, by order of Hon. Chairman 
of the Comtee on Indian Affairs 6 days @ 3$ per diem 18.00 Mileage on 175 
miles @ 3$ per each 25 miles 21.00—$39.00 Approved December 15, 1841 Wm N. 
Porter To be paid out of the contingent fund of Congress J H. Raymond CC H R. 


9 
7 273.00 


Wm. Myers was the attorney of Seth Swift. See page 194, n 49. : 
“The report is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2898. Endorsed: 228 
22 Joint Resolution permitting SamI McCullock to enter of record a certain deed: 


Read ist time Dec 31 Rule suspd Read 2 i 
Engrossed Tho H Horda ECHR $ ae d time ordered to be Engrossed 
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sons, again your committee are warranted in saying that ne- 
titioners, heirs and creditors are in no way opposed to the ac- 
tion prayed for, for these considerations your committee sub- 
mit the following joint resolution and recommend its passage 


JNO D MORRIS 
Chairman of Committee. 
ISAAC PARKER, 
G. A. PATILLO, 
R. A. PENNALL, 
"THO F. SMITH, 
JON W. DANCY, 


Sec. 1. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled that 
Samuel McCullock of Jackson County be and he is hereby au- 
thorized and allowed, to execute and enter of record in the 
County Court of said County a deed or instrument to perpetu- 
ate the testimony of the freedom of two coloured women known 
by the names of Peggy and, Rose they having been introduced 
into Coahuila and Texas by said McCullock as free persons un- 
der the authority of law. 


Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, that the Clerk of the Court 
aforesaid be and he is hereby authorized and required on the 
receipt of the deed aforesaid to enter the same of record. and 
that this joint resolution take effect from and after its pas- 
sage, : 


I hereby certify that the annexed instrument is entitled to 
the favorable action of the Hon. Congress, as I can. bear testi- 
mony to the truth of its contents. 


City of Austin December 31st 1841 l 
CLARK L. OWEN. 


Bill from the majority of the Naval Committee to repeal the 
law laying up the. Navy in ordinary, was productive of some de- 
bate, which was finally cut off by adjournment. i 

A bill to provide for the funding and redemption of the pub- 
lic debt of the Republic of Texas; read Ist time. 

A bill for the relief of persons who are in arrea[r]s for taxes; 
read ist time. = 

A bill to amend an act to raise a revenue by direct taxation; — 
read 2d time.” 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o'clock.” 

“This paragraph and the two preceding are taken from the report in The 
Weekly Texian, January 5, 1842 


SThis paragraph is taken from the report in the Austin City Gazette, January 
5, 1842. 
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SATURDAY, January 1, 1842. 


House met; roll called; present, Messrs. Speaker, Bower, 
Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, 
Forbes, Grimes, Head. Hewett, Neibling, Hunter, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, Parker of Fort 
Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Potter [Porter], Van 
Ness, Van Zandt, Williamson, Wood and Wynns; quorum pres- 
ent; journals read and adopted.” 

Mr. McConnell presented the petition of J. W. Lyman; re- 
ferred to Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 

Mr. Bower presented the petition of P. McGloin; referred to 
Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 

Committee on Military Affairs, N. H. Darnell, Chairman. to 
whom was referred a bill for the redemption of captives among 
the Keechie and other Indians; reported favorably. , 

Committee on Claims and accounts, Isaac Parker, Chairman, 
reported favorably on claim of Helena Nelson, O. S[C]. Wil- 
liams and Thos. G. Western. 

Reported unfavorably on claims of Wm. H. Starnes; recom- 
mended the reference of claim of John Hoffman, to the Naval 
Committee.” 

The Select Committee, John B. Jones, Chairman, to whom 


was referred the petition of A. C. Hinton, reported a joint reso 
lution for his benefit, which was read a Ist time.” 


HOUSE OF REP. 3ist Decr 1841 


Hon. K L ANDERSON Speaker of the House, 


The Select Committee to whom was refered the Memorial 
of Capt A C Hinton have had the same under consideration, 
and have investigated the subject as fully as time and circum- 
stances would permit - It appears from. the testimony submit- 
ted to the consideration of the committee that in pursuance of 
the resolution of the last session of Congress a court of enquiry 


The journal for this day is taken from the Daily Bulletin, January 4, 1842. 

“J. W. Lyman, or Linam, a resident of Vietoria County, resided in the summer 
of 1840 about three miles above the town of Victoria. In August, 1840, he was 
attacked by the Indians in their invasion of the county. The Indians took seven- 
teen of his horses, and took or destroyed the apparel and furniture in his dwelling, 
together with a chest of carpenter’s tools and a box of merchandise of the value 
of twelve hundred dollars. They also killed many of his cattle, thus reducing him 
and his family to poverty and distress and disabling him from paying off some 
just debts due by him. Continual sickness had also prevented Lyman from, 
making effectual efforts to surmount his losses. Lyman served nearly three 
weeks under Captain John Allen at the siege of Bexar and for this service he 
had received no compensation. He prayed Corgress to pass a law for his relief. 
The petition is endorsed: 86 Petition of J. W. Linam Claims & Accts Jany 1/42 
Cannot pay for property taken by the enemy nor services in 1835. Memorials 
and Petitions. 

Patrick McGloin lost and had taken from him by the Mexican army in 1836 
seventy-two head of gattle, two horses and fifty head of hogs and household 
furniture all amounting in value to $1020. This was on account of the son of 
McGloin being in the Texas army. P. McGloin retreated from San Patricio and 
took with him household furniture which he lost at La Bahia. Endorsed: 94 Claim 
of P McGloin Claims & Accts Jany Ist. Memorials and Petitions. 

The reports have not been rae ae 

wThe report is with the bill. Endorsed: Report 12 Bill within Read jis 
time Jany ist 1842. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2401. Endorsed: 234 Don 
resolution concerning Capt Hinton Read ist time Jany ist 42 Read 2d. time 
Jan. 3. 1842 & ordered to be Engrossed—Engrossed T. H. Hord EC. H R 


a 
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was ordered, to investigate the causes that led to the dismissal 
of your Memorialist from the Naval service of the country, that 
a court was convened according on the [blank] day of May 
1841 for that purpose. It appears from the proceedings of said 
court, that there were no charges or specifications preferred 
against Capt. Hinton, and that the court adjourned sine die 
without coming to any conclusion rendering any Judgement [sic] 
or making any definite report on the matter upon the grounds 
that no charges had been made. It further appears by the let- 
ter of the Hon B T Archer late secretary of War & Navy that 
there exists neither charges or specifications calculated to re- 
flect upon the conduct of the Memorialist as an officer, or his 
standing as a Gentleman. 

Your committee therefore finding that no charges have been 
prefered against said Memorialist have instructed me to report 
the accompanying Joint resolution and recommend its passage— 


JNO. B. JONES chm. 


Sec Ist. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in congress assembled— 
That Captain A C Hinton late commander of the Steam ship of 
War Zavala, stand acquitted of any act of misconduct reflect- 
ing upon him as an officer or Gentleman whilst a commander in 
the Navy of this Republic. 

Mr.. Cook offered a resolution that the Executive be request- 
ed to instruct the Secretary of War, to lay before the House of 
Representatives the entire communications between the Secre- 
tary of the Navy and Captain A. C. Hinton, late commander of 
the Zavala, when ordered to New Orleans to have said vessel 
repaired—Capt. Hinton’s orders relative thereto, and the ac- 
counts and statements of accounts, and the amount thereof con- 
tracted by Capt. Hinton, whilst there for repairs, &c.. 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales introduced a bill to regulate the time 
of holding the District Courts for the fourth Judicial District. 

A message was received from his Excellency the President, 
returning the resolution for the relief*of T. H. O. S. Addicks, 
and furnishing a statement from the Treasury Department in 
relation to the expenditure of the Executive contingent fund 
for 1840 and 1841." - 

: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, December 31st, 1841. 


To. the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


I regret the necessity which imposes on me the duty of re- 
turning to the House of Representatives, without my signa- 
ture, and with my objections thereto, a bill for the relief of 
Thomas H. O’S. Addicks. The question involved in the pas- 
sage of the bill, so far as regards the quantity of land proposed 
to be granted, would, of itself, meet no objection. But the 
singularly broad and general authority given the beneficiary 


“1fxecutive Records, Book No: 40, p. 13. 
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of the bill to have his location and survey made upon “any 
lands” which he might “designate or point out,” whether they 
be vacant or not, is conceived by me to be not only dangerous 
in principle but opening the way to a direct interference with 
rights already acquired by others, out of which expensive liti- 
gation would necessarily arise. 

[SAM_HOUSTON] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,” 
CITY OF AUSTIN, January ist, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


In conformity to a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, I respectfully transmit the accompanying statements 
from the Treasury Department, exhibiting the items for which 
the Executive contingent fund, for the years 1840 and 1841, 
has been expended. As soon as a statement of the expendi- 
tures of the fund for 1839 can be made out, it will be laid be- 
fore your Honorable Body. 

[Sam HOUSTON] 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT” 
AUSTIN Decr 31st 1841 


SIR—In obedience to the Resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives dated 29th inst and refered to this Department on 
Yesterday. I have the honor to enclose statements of the Ex- 
penditures of Funds at the disposition of the late Executive for 
the Year 1840 and 1841. 

The particular Items for the previous Year not having been 
properly registered, it will take some [time] in preparing them 
for Congress 

I have the honor to be the Presidents obt servant 


E LAWRENCE STICKNEY Act Sect of Treasury 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


AUSTIN Decr 30th 1841 
His Excellency SAM HOUSTON ` 
, President &c 


SIR—As far as I have been able to ascertain the amount ex- 
pended, as per Your Memorandum, after a hasty examination. 


I estimate the Transportation Yearly of the Govern- 

Ment @ ..... ce eee eee cee eee eee $ 70,000.00 
The ‘cost of the executive Mansion & Repairs...... 18,700.00 
The Vouchers of the auditor show expended for 

Public Buildings Exclusive of the Fortifications at 

the seat of Government and inclusive of Transpor- 


tation of Workmen Lumber & ... .......... 119,920.48 
Removing the Archives originally from Houston.. . 21,855.— 
executive Records, Book No. 40, p. tio 


Letter Book, Treasury, 1836- 1842, D. 
“Letter Book, Treasury, 1836-1842, pp. 3389- 340. 
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Purchase of the seat of Government.............. 24,068.— 
Finishing Public Offices..... ...........2-.-000. 4,760.— 
An appropriation for the repair of Public Buildings 

has been Expended of..............0.0c cc eee cues 5,000.— 


The amount of the sales of Austin City and out Lots $469,826.31 


Commodore Moore received in the spring the sum of $96 320 
in the Bonds of the Government bearing interest at 8% Also 
$115 000 in certificates of the Comptroller and Treasurer. Full 
returns of the Disbursements of the amounts have not yet been 
received. Therefore it is impossible for me to advise You of 
the Kind of Money paid out by the Pursers Commodore or Com- 
modores Agent 


I have the honor to be the Presidents obt servant 


E LAWRENCE STICKNEY Act Secy Treasury 


On Motion of Mr. Latimer, a bill to provide for the holding 
an annual adjourned session of the Supreme Court, in the east- 
ern part of the Republic, was taken up and read a 2nd time. 

Mr. Wynns offered additional sections to provide for a 3d 
session, at Houston, and all cases appealed from the 1st and 2d 
Judicial Districts ‘be sent to it. Sustained by Mr. Wynns, and 
opposed by Mr. Mayfield. 

The yaes [sic] and nays were then moved on the previous 
question, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, 
Darnell, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Neibling, Jones of Gonzales, 
Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Mayfield, Morris, Parker of 
Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Pattillo, Porter, Raymond, Ro- 
binson, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wood.—27. 

Nays—Messrs. Bower, Cooke, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Hun- 
ae Jones of Galveston, Pennall, Williamson, Wynns—10. Car- 
rie 

The yaes [sic] and nays were then called for on passing the 
bill to its third reading, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Caldwell, Darnell, Grimes, 
Head, Hewett, Neibling, Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, 
McConnell, Mayfield, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of 
Houston, Patillo, Porter, Raymond, Robinson, Usher, Van Ness, 
Van Zandt and Wood. 24, 

Nays—Messrs. Bower, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Dennis, For- 
bes, Fowler, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Kuykendall, Pennall, 
Williamson and Wynns—13. 

Mr. Parker of Houston presented the claims of Martin Lacy. 
Wm. Perry and others, which were referred to Committee on 
Claims and Accounts.” 

The claims of the following were presented: Abe Bland, oe Blanton, Samuel 

H. Clif 


C. Box, C. C. Campbell, Malethel Campbell, Richard Chisholm H. ton, 
Wiliam Gregg, Crawford Grigsby, John Grigsby, Martin Lacy, James Latimer, 
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On motion of Mr. Darnell, a resolution requiring the Secre- 
tary of War to inform the House what disposition has been 
made of the powder, bought by Messrs. Ward and Ingram in 
1841, was taken up. 

Mr. Robinson offered an additional clause, that enquiry be 
made into the disposition of the money received by Commission- 
er E. W. Moore at Tobasco; accepted and resolution adopted. 

Mr. Bower offered a resolution to provide for the surveying 
and delineation upon the county map of the granted lands in 
the county of Refugio. Read ist time. 

Mr. Hunter moved a suspension of the rule, that the bill might 
be read and referred. Lost. 

Mr. Brown offered a resolution, that.the President be re- 
quested to furnish the House with an inventory of the furniture 
on board the Zavala when purchased, and what is now on board. 

The resolution requesting the President to furnish the num- 
ber of defaulting officers, was taken up, and adopted. 

e House adjourned until Monday morning at 10 
o'clock.” 


MONDAY, January 3d. [1842] 


House met: roll called; present, Messrs Speaker, Bower, 
Brown, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fow- 
ler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones 
of Gonzales, M’Connell, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of 
Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Robinson, Usher, 
Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wynns; quorum present; journals read 
and adopted.” : | 


P. O. Lumpkin, John D. Miller, John Nugent, William Perry, Humphries Ussery, 
Martin A. Walker, Hiram Williams, Richard Tankersly. 

Nothing has been found concerning the claims of-Abe Bland, William Gregg, 
James Latimer and John Nugent. The claims of Richard Chisholm, H. H. Clifton 
and William Perry are found on pages 278, 329; 241. . 

No claim for John Blanton for $40 has been found. He served as a private in 
Captain William Becknell’s Company from July 14, to October 14, 1836, at $8.00 
per month. Comptroller’s Military Service Records. 

Thomas William Ward, Commissioner of the Land Office, certified on February 
2. 1842, that Isaac Parker had deposited in that office a power of attorney from 
Crawford Grigsby and Louisa Grigsby, administrators of the estate of John 
Grigsby, deceased, authorizing him to receive $175 due John Grigsby for services 
rendered as assessor of Shelby County in 1839. Comptroller’s Civil Service Papers. 

Richard Tankersly served in Captain Becknell’s Company in 1836 and again 
in 1838. He also furnished supplies to the Texas Army to the value of $180. 
Public Debt Papers. i 

In Comptroller’s Military Service Records, filed under J. D. Miller, are the 
claims of Miller and Crawford Grigsby for supplies furnished the Texas Army 
in 1838 to the amount of $30; Martin Lacy supplies, $515; P. O, Lumpkin for 
services and supplies for himself to the amount of $75; as administrator of C. C. 
Campbell, deceased, supplies $30; Malethel Campbell, transportation for $16; 
Samuel C. Box for supplies $81.75; Martin A. Walker, Sheriff of Houston County 
fees to the amount of $46.10; John Grigsby the amount cited above; Humphries 
Ussery for $100 for services rendered in the Hospital at Fort Houston. 

Hiram Williams was a private in Captain John Swinney’s Company, Ist Regi- 
ment Volunteers, 2nd Brigade, Texas Army, enrolled May 18, 1836, to serve six 
months; honorably discharged November 18, 1836. Said Hiram Williams was 
born in Chesshire County, New Hampshire; age-30 years; height, 5 feet, 7 inches; 
complexion dark, eyes dark, hair dark; by occupation, when enrolled, a carpenter. 
Comptroller’s Military Service Records. - 

Bitis, Sixth Congress, No. 2004. Endorsed: Joint Resolution for the relief of 
sundry persons therein mentioned no papers ntd. Read 1st time Jany 5. Read 
2 time Jany 8 & laid on the table Read a 3rd. time 21. Jany Rule suspended and 
bil passed Jim Raymond C C H R Engrossed—T. H. Hord E C H R 
a paragraph is taken from the report in the Austin City Gazette, January 
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i Er journal for this day is taken from the report in the Daily Bulletin, January 
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Mr. _Wynns presented petition of Jesse White; referred to 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. _Patillo presented petition of H. Roberts; referred to 
Committee on State of Republic.” 


The Finance Committee,Tod Robinson, Chairman, made a 
voluminous report, taking a broad view of the situation and 
resources of the country and recommending the collection of 
all dues to the Government in Gold and Silver, or Exchequer 
Bills, which are to be issued to the extent of $150,000. They 
propose some modification and change of the :present Tariff. 
A reduction of rate in the Direct Tax, that the fiscal year shall 
commence on the 15th April, 1842. They recommend a ton- 
nage duty of one dollar per ton on all foreign vessels, and an 
alien duty of 6% per cent on all goods imported in foreign bot- 
toms, except such as are permitted by treaty to be entered on 
payment of the domestic duty. They exhibit a probable reve- 
nue from all sources of $238,000. And estimate the expenses of 
the Government, at $138,580.” 


COMMITTEE-RooM, Jan. 3, 1842. 


To the Hon. K. L. ANDERSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Committee on Finance, having given to the various bills 
and resolutions concerning the interesting subjects submitted 
to their deliberation the most attentive consideration, have di- 
rected me to make the following report :— 


Deeply impressed with the conviction, that in order to ob- 
tain any beneficial results from legislative enactments concern- 
ing the fiscal affairs of the Government, it is first indispens- 
ably necessary that a sound and wholesome currency should be 
provided as the medium by which the desired ends may be at- 
tained, the Committee on a former occasion exhibited to the 
House some of the reasons which induced them to recommend 
the entire abrogation of the Texas Promissory Notes as a cur- 
rency and the adoption of gold and silver as the only objects 
which can perform the offices of money, or furnish to a coun- 
try a proper circulating medium. The arguments and reasons 
which justified that recommendation appear to the Committee 
so cogent and irresistible that they might deem it superfrous 
to seek to sustain it by additional considerations. and might 
proceed to the further development of their views upon other 

Henry Roberts stated that it was a subject of much regret to him that his 
parents had chosen for him the ugly old-fashioned name Henry. It was originally 
found only amongst the European monarchs, some of whom were no better than 
they should have been. He believed that there was no good reason why he 
should not choose a name for himself. He prayed Congress to pass an agt 
permitting him to be named Franklin Washington Roberts in place of Henty 
Roberts and that this document. will be filed in the archives of the Republic as 
a memento. He chose the names Franklin and Washington to perpetuate the 


greatness of those two men. Endorsed: 119 Petition of H Roberts Jany 2nd, 
1842 S of Republic. Memorials and Petitions. 

Report on [sic] the Finance Committee. Committee-Room, Jan. 3, 1842. To 
the Hon. K. L. Anderson, Speaker of the House of Representatives. . . [At end:] 
Tod Robinson, Chairman. n. p. n. d. 15 p. 19.5 cm. Caption title. 
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interesting subjects coming within the scope of their investi- 
gations, upon the assumption. that the House of Representa- 
tives mill, on a similar examination, come to the same conclu- 
sion, that gold and silver shall hereafter be the only currency 
of thé people, and the only money recognized by the laws of the 
land. 


That a change of policy upon a subject so universally inter- 
esting as that of finance by a Government is calculated to be 
injurious in its operation on individual cases, and to be deleteri- 
ous in its influence upon some of the interests of the social econ- 
omy, cannot be denied. The abandonment of an old, or the 
adoption of a new system of policy by a Government, must al- 
ways be attended with some injurious consequences to some of 
the subjects of such Government—some individual interests 
must be sacrificed and some portion of the community must be 
injured. No law of general operation can be framed with such 
exquisite skill as to operate alike with equal justice on all. 
Were law-makers to refrain from enacting a law until they 
should be able to frame such as would operate upon all the va- 
rious and ramified interests of community in like manner 
and with similar consequences, they would delay, not only until 
they themselves obtained to perfect intelligence of all the mani- 
fold interests of society, but until all the wants, wishes, situa- 
tions, interests, character, pursuits and objects of every mem- 
ber of society itself were the same. To object to a law because 
from its operations some injurious consequences will result to 
some interests of the community, does not indicate a satisfac- 
tory apprehension of the imperfection of all human institutions, 
and the fallibility of all human capacity; for no ingenuity can 
devise a law or a system of policy in which ingenuity cannot de- 
test faults, and experience develope errors. The greatest good 
of the greatest number is a wise maxim of political economy, 
and he who aims at more will lament the disappointment of his 


hopes. He murmurs at God who complains of the imperfec- 
tions of man. 


The amount of gold and silver now in the country is confined 
to a small amount indeed,—none, in fact,—for all purposes of 
financial calculation. And it is one of the most objectionable 
features of the system of currency sought to be abrogated that 
it necessarily forced all the good money from the country.— 
It is the inevitable consequence of a vitiated currency to expel 
a good one from the sphere within. which it exists, and as un- 
avoidably overruns the country where it is permitted, as weeds 
overrun and destroy the fruits of a field unattended by the hus- 
bandman’s care. So long as a depreciated currency is admit- 
ted, gold and silver will be driven from general circulation. 
And this mischievous evil of a system is urged as an argument 
for the continuance of that system. It is represented that the 
tax-payers cannot obtain a sufficient amount of the medium 
of payment to raise the revenue assessed upon their taxable 
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property, because there is not a sufficient quantity of that me- 
dium in the country; and hence an enormous oppression will þe- 
fall the people, and the Government be disappointed in obtain- 
ing revenue necessary for its support. This argument would, 
perhaps, have the greater weight if the objector would establish 
the fact that there now is, or at any one time has ever been, a 
sufficient amount of Texas Promissory Notes in circulation in 
the country to have paid the direct taxes assessed to the Gov- 
ernment. So far has this from being the case, that it is a no- 
torious fact that the citizens of this country have been continu- 
ally compelled to purchase the Texas money in New-Orleans 
which has been necessary to discharge the dues coming to the 
Government. 

But in order to obviate the difficulty as far as possible, and 
to remove the objection that is urged, the Committee recom- 
mend the two following propositions, viz:— 


First,—That the fiscal year shall commence on the first of 
April ensuing, and expire on the thirty-first of March, 1843; 

Secondly,—That a new issue of a different kind of bills be 
made, which, for the sake of distinction, is denominated Exche- 
quer Bills, to an amount which will not exceed the revenue of 
' the fiscal year, 1842. 

The advantage of the first proposition is, that a longer time 
will be extended to the tax-payer to adapt himself to this change 
of things, and to make arrangements to meet the dues which 
will be owing to the Government; and a still greater benefit is, 
that the payment of taxes will occur at a period when the prod- 
uct of the year’s labor has been disposed of in market and 
when the returns of industry are in the hands of the producers. 
The citizen will be the more able to meet the tax-gatherer when 
the productions of the year have been secured and the money 
obtained thereon. The planter, farmer and the other productive 
classes will have an opportunity thereby to make arrangements 
in the disposition of their several products to obtain the proper 
medium of payment necessary to discharge the small pittance 
exacted from them by their Government; and the result will be 
that the proceeds of the next year’s labor will return to the 
country in a great degree in the shape of gold and silver. 

The Committee have ventured the second recommendation, 
after much hesitation and difficulty. The experience we have 
had of the utter incapacity of creating money by issuing bills 
upon the faith of the Government simply, without any adequate 
fund for their redemption, has taught them a lesson they would 
not willingly be unmindful of. The failure which has already 
occurred, of a similar system, is calculated to impair any confi- 
dence in the success of this, and to render hazardous and. doubt- 
ful any experiment of a character similar to the one now ex- 
ploded. The measure should not be resorted to except in cases 
of necessity; but that necessity, it is believed, now exists. Means 
must be provided for the support of Government during the 
present year; a compensation must be paid to the officers of the 
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civil list, and a temporary currency, or substitute for money, 
furnished to the citizens during the interregnum which will 
occur between the explosion of the old and the introduction of 
a new system.—And to effect all this, no resource is left but 
to resort to the measure herewith recommended. Our Treasury 
is entirely empty, our public domain unavailable, and confidence 
in our public credit so utterly shaken and impaired, that money 
cannot be obtained on a loan to any amount on any terms, and 
we are forced to draw bills of credit, predicated on the certain 
revenues of the present year. 


But there are some considerations which are calculated to give 
this new issue a higher and more permanent value; to place it 
on a different footing, and to remove it from some of the strong- 
est objections urged against the Promissory Notes. A new 
era is introduced in our monetary affairs; the old system is ex- 
ploded and new principles of economy adopted and a new policy 
pursued.—While at the same time we endeavor to relieve our- 
selves from the onerous and pressing demands of our previous 
engagements, an attempt is also made to enable us, at some fu- 
ture time, strictly to comply with those engagements,: and to 
provide a mode for the final and ultimate payment of the public 
debt to the uttermost farthing. If we show to the world a faith- 
ful statement of our monied affairs, and provide ample means 
for the future discharge of all claims against the Government, 
we will demonstrate that the postponement of the payment of 
these liabilities to some future day did not arise from a disposi- 
tion to evade their responsibility, or to impair or destroy the 
obligation of the contracts heretofore entered into; but that it 
is the result of a necessity arising from a state of things over 
which we have no control, and but limited power to alleviate. 
The public creditor, while he sees a full exposition of our limited 
resources, and every possible encouragement compatible with 
our present condition, given to their further development; while 
he sees every object of property or enjoyment taxed for the 
maintenance of Government, and the Government itself admin- 
istered in a manner consistent with the utmost frugality; while 
he perceives that the principles of economical reform has been 
introduced into every department of the social system; in short, 
when he finds that every exertion is necessary for the present 
existence of the Government, and that the postponement of pre- 
viously contracted engagements is only temporary, while every 
obligation is fully recognized and their validity admitted, will 
be constrained to allow that the measures proposed are recom- 
mended by principles of honesty, prudence and sound policy. 
The world will perceive that Congress has acted with a full 
knowledge of all the circumstances of the situation of the coun- 
try, and that it is willing to submit the wisdom of its action to 
the judgment of impartial candor. The old liabilities of the 
Government are deferréd for a time only to give ampler means 
for their payment from the increased population of the country 
and the progressive development of its resources. And this 
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load being removed for the present, a new state of things is 
commenced and a different system adopted. And if the lessons 
of experience do not pass for nothing with us, it will not be 
easy to induce the country again to run into errors so ruinous, 
and from. which it is so difficult to be extricated. If there is 
any remaining confidence in the integrity, honor and justice of 
the people of Texas or their governors, this confidence is likely 
to be increased by the candid exposition we have made of our cir- 
cumstances and the obvious policy, to say nothing of the neces- 
sity of the measures that are adopted. And whatever may be 
the existing or increased confidence in the character or responsi- 
bility of Texas obligations, it will all be available to support the 
value of the new issue proposed to be made, and to protect it 
from that extreme depreciation which has characterized the 
previous responsibilities of the Government. 


Again, these Treasury Drafts are not intended as a perma- 
nent system to be incorporated with the financial policy of the 
country, nor are they designed to furnish a currency as a sub- 
stitute or an equivalent for gold and silver. The measure is 
only resorted to as a financial resource to provide the means 
for the support of Government during its transition from a 
vitiated to a sound currency, and are intended to be used for 
this purpose only during the time of this transition. When this 
office is performed they have effected the purpose designed. 
They are not used for the purpose of providing a currency. It 
is true, that while they are outstanding they will perform for 
that time the offices of a currency. And this quality gives an 
additional recommendation to their employment; for being dis- 
tributed in a nearly equal degree through every section of the- 
country, and being used for all governmental purposes as the 
only substitute for gold and silver. they will, in the payment of 
all dues to the Government, have a value equal to gold and silver, 
and their limited amount and the short period of time during 
which they are to run will cause them to pass in the ordinary 
transactions between man and man, at a value but little below 
the constitutional standard. By directing that they shall be 
cancelled on their return to the Treasury, or by prohibiting their 
re-issue, a guaranty will be furnished that it is the permanent 
policy of the Government not to resort to them as the means of 
furnishing a currency to the country, and will further protect 
the Government itself from an expenditure of the public money 
beyond that which is authorized by law. The incidental advant- 
age that they will act for a short period as money is calculated to 
afford considerable relief to the citizens, by furnishing them 
with a substitute for a season, calculated to supply the want of 
gold and silver, and is further suggested as a satisfactory answer 
to the strongest objection urged against the expediency of re- 
sorting to a better system of currency than that which now ex- 
ists, while the prohibition to their re-issue is calculated to sus- 
tain them at their nominal value until by the operation of time 
and circumstances they are all returned into the Treasury. 
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It is proposed to issue these bills as draft against a proximate 
and aceruing revenue; and ample care should be taken that the 
amount issued should not exceed the certain revenues of the 
year. In fact, good policy requires that the amount should fall 
considerably short of the fund against which it is drawn. One 
of the most serious causes of the depreciation of the Promissory 
Notes was that no fund was provided or contemplated in the 
policy for their redemption, and a much greater amount was an- 
nually issued than the annual revenue of the country. If the is- 
sue of these Exchequer Bills is confined to a sum much below 
the known and well-ascertained income of the Government, by the 
expiration of the fiscal year 1842, not only will they have been 
all absorbed in the payment of taxes and other dues, but there 
will also be an amount of gold and silver in the Treasury at the 
expiration of that period equal to the difference between the 
amount so issued and the revenues of the year. 

The knowledge of these facts will serve as a substantial in- 
dication of the settled policy of the country, will restore In some 
degree confidence in the public credit, and will make these Bills; 
for most of the purposes of money, a full equivalent of that for 
which they are a temporary substitute. The amount to be iss 
sued should not exceed $150,000, and when it is known that the 
revenues coming into the Treasury will exceed that amount, and 
that in the course of a year the Bills will all be redeemed at the 
custom-houses and by the tax-gatherers, and when a further 
provision is inserted that all the Bills outstanding at the end of 
the fiscal year will be paid in gold or silver on presentation at 
the Treasury, it is but fair to infer that their value in the be- 
ginning of the year will not fall more than ten per cent. below 
the standard, and that a continual enhancement of value will 
progress with the lapse of the time, at the termination of which 
all are to be paid. 

If succeeding Legislatures adhere to the policy suggested, it 
is believed that its adoption will be co-eval with the return of 
prosperity to the country and the dawn of a better day for- 
Texas.—During the first twelve-month of its operation it is ad- 
mitted that it will be, in some degree, oppressive; but the rich 
harvest of future benefit will more than compensate for any 
temporary inconvenience or privation it may create. 

The Committee recommend the continuation of duties on im- 
posts with some modifications of the existing laws. The argu- 
ments for continuing the tariff are so obvious as to be perceived 
by suggesting the subject, and so well understood that a state- 
ment of them would be but idle repetition. The revenues from 
this source are more certain, the cost of collecting much less, 
the difficulty of evading them much greater, and the payment is 
easier for the citizen, than is presented in any other mode for 
the raising of public revenue. The merchant always makes the 
best tax-gatherer. 

The main object which has governed the Committee in their 
reflections are the modifications which they will submit, is to 
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obtain the greatest amount of revenue. They have kept their 
eye single to this object and have endeavored to attain it with 
undeviating purpose. It is believed that after all the objects 
of taxation have been exhausted, but little more money will be 
returned into the Treasury than is necessary for the support of 
Government. The only proper object, then, sought to be ob- 
tained, in the view of the Committee, in the allotment of taxes, 
and the imposition of duties, is, the increase of the financial 
resources of the country. We are happily not in a situation to 
enter upon a long-contested and still unsettled discussion upon 
the relative merits of a free trade and a protective policy; neith- 
er are we prepared, as yet, to enter upon the still more interest- 
ing and delicate enquiry of what class of productive industry 
need governmental encouragement, and what does not. -These 
questions are remote from our circumstances. The attention of 
the Committee has been solely directed to the examination of 
the most feasible plans calculated to render the revenues of the 
Government equal to its necessary demands, in a manner the 
most easy and the least burthensome to the citizen. If any in- 
cidental advantage in the way of protection or encouragement 
to any particular employment of industry, results from their 
recommendations, so much the better; but such results were not 
sought for to the detriments of the more interesting desidera- 
twm,—increase of revenue. And in the prosecution of this pur- 
pose, the Committee have been compelled to be regardless of 
the nice distinctions between articles denominated necessaries 
and those termed luxuries, as furnishing objects of taxation. 
Whatever is deemed most available for the purpose contemplat- 
ed, whether luxury or necessary, is pressed into the service with 
undiscriminating impartiality. 

Increase of duties does not necessarily produce an increase 
of revenue; nor do high duties always yield a large income. If 
duties on importations were progressively increased, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, they would ultimately attain to the point, 
which would amount to a prohibition through all the gradual 
stages of diminution. In the adjustment of a tariff for revenue 
alone, the principle which should govern, is, the ascertaining of 
that point at which the highest rate of duty would begin to ef- 
fect a diminution of importation, and consequently of reve- 
nue.—Or, to express it in a different manner, to adopt the 
highest rate of duty which is compatible with the greatest 
amount of importation. If the importations continue the same 
and the duties are increased, the revenue is likewise increased ;— 
if the duties continue the same and the imposts are increased, 
the revenues are likewise increased in that proportion; but if 
the duties are increased to an extent which will in any consider- : 
able degree diminish the importations, its influence upon the 
revenues will begin at that point to be deleterious, and if carried 
to the extent, prohibition—as a financial measure, it will be 
suicidal. 
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To illustrate this principle, let the article of hats, or ready- 
made clothing, be proposed as the object subject to an exhorbi- 
tant tax. If a duty of fifty or one hundred per cent. was laid 
on these articles, it would amount to almost an entire prohibi- 
tion. It is true, the domestic manufacture of these articles 
would be encouraged and would increase in the country, but of 
what value would this be for the purpose of revenue? Of none, 
unless an excise duty were laid upon their manufacture, and 
these articles which now furnish .a considerable amount of the 
Treasury, would be entirely cut off as a source of revenue to 
the Government. To ascertain, then, what would be the duty 
that should be laid upon hats and ready-made clothing, so as 
to secure the greatest amount of revenue to the Government, 
it would be proper at first to enquire what is the extent of the 
demand for them, the facility with which they could be manu- 
factured in the country, and what the highest tax which would 
still allow the foreign article full and fair competition with the 
domestic. 

Adopting this principle, the Committee have fixed upon fif- 
teen per cent. as the average ad valorem duty upon all articles 
of commerce imported into the country. Specific duties are 
laid in some cases from considerations which come within the 
scope of the reasoning above suggested. 

Some reduction in the direct and license tax is proposed. This 

mode of taxation is generally deemed more ‘burthensome and 
more vexatious than that which is laid by duties on imposts.— 
And ample weight has been given to this consideration in the 
reflections on this subject, and should materially influence the 
policy to be adopted. Upon all the productive property of the 
country as low a tax is levied as, perhaps, can be found in any 
country. This is done upon the consideration that the owners 
of this species of property are generally the largest consumers 
of the importations, and contribute in a large degree to the reve- 
nues derived from indirect taxation. 
- A planter, owning a league of land, with fifty negroes, a 
hundred and twenty-five head of cattle, and all other articles 
necessary for conducting the business of a well-established plan- 
tation, the whole of which property would not be valued at less 
than $60,000, will, according to the rate of tax suggested, have 
to pay for the support of Government an annual tax of not more 
than $85, or an ad valorem tax of not quite one-sixth of one per 
cent. 

Upon some articles, such as watches, carriages, &c., a higher 
tax is laid, inasmuch as such property is usually found to be- 
long to the wealthy and those more capable of bearing the bur- 
thens of Government.The duty upon licenses belongs to the class 
of indirect taxes, inasmuch as it is a consideration paid for the 
privileges of pursuing some trade or calling, or the being en- 
gaged in some business, the advantages of which offer an ample 
compensation for the tax so paid. In some cases, as the house 
for vending ardent spirits, &c., it is merely a tax upon consump- 
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tion, as much as an impost duty; consequently, it is politic to 
eontinue it at as high a rate as it will bear. 
__Of all the objects of taxation, land yields the lowest amount 
of revenue in proportion to its value. The landed property of 
the Republic, whether public or private, is the most unavailable 
of all of its resources. The public domain cannot be brought 
into market with any hopes of raising money from its sale. 
Large quantities of land are held by private individuals which 
is taxed at a rate not at all commensurate with its intrinsic 
value, and the owners of which frequently fail to pay the small 
sum at which it is assessed. Much of this land is held by for- 
eign citizens and speculators, who contribute little or nothing 
for the support of Government in any other way, and who have 
no particularly meritorious claims upon the Government for its 
forbearance.—Policy would prevent the accumulation. of large 
tracts of lands in the hands of individuals or companies of men; 
and where this has been the case, the levying a moderate tax 
would not only yield additional revenue, but would lead to the 
necessity that the large land-holder should dispose of a part 
to pay: for the rest. The objection,—that the land so owned 
has been purchased on a speculation,, that the speculator has 
exhausted his means: in these purchases and that he should not 
be taxed until the land has been profitably disposed of, is surely 
not entitled to much weight. Every chance of speculation or 
hope of profit is as much a subject of taxation as property itself. 
_ The: merchant is made to pay a duty on his goods before his 
profits are made. An Insurance Company will pay a large 
price for the opportunity of venturing in the speculation on in- 
surances; and a Banking Company will give a large bonus for 
the exercise of its privileges and the hope of gain therefrom 
before a single dollar is made. .Why. then, should the land- 
speculator be exempt from the payment of any consideration 
for the chances of speculation which the circumstances of the 
country have afforded him, and be permitted to gloat in untaxed 
idleness over the prospects of his future profits until he grows 
fat upon the accumulations of his successful speculations, while 
all the elements of productive industry, which contribute to 
the wealth of the nation, pay an adequate remuneration for the 
advantages they enjoy? The rate of tax upon landed property 
adopted by the Committee has been made more in conformity 
to what is believed to be the disposition of the House than in 
accordance with any sound maxims of political expediency. 
The attention of the Committee has been specially and anxi- 
‘ ously addressed to the enquiries— 
First,—Whether the permanent revenue is adequate to the 
expenses of the Government? 
Secondly,_— Whether any measures are necessary or would 
be advantageous to increase the revenue, and if so, what 
- measures should be adopted ? : 
` First.—It is the opinion of the Committee that the revenue 
. which will be received during the fiscal year 1842 is adequate 
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to the expenses of the Government. From the information 
obtained from the Commissioner of the Revenue it appears that 
the gross amount of the receipts from the several collectoral 
districts for the collection of impost duties for the year ending 
first Nov., 1841, was $324,237, which, at an average rate of 
duty of forty-five per cent., would show the importation of 
taxable goods to amount to $720,526. This amount, at an ad 
valorem duty of fifteen per cent., would yield $108,078; deduct- 
ing the expenses of collection, the revenue from this source 
would amount to $95,000.—To this should be added the probable 
increase of importation during the present year, which may with 
propriety be estimated at twenty per cent; making the revenues 
from customs $113,000. Judging from the returns in the 
Treasury Department- for the year 1840, (those of the year 
1841 not being complete), the gross amount of receipts from 
direct taxes would, at the rates now proposed, amount to $35,000, 
from which is to be subtracted ten per cent. for expenses of 
collection, and ten per cent. added: for probable amount of 
increase and value of taxable property. 


Second,—But it is believed that measures may be adopted to 
increase the revenues. If a custom-house were established on 
Red River, at some point near to that which the boundary line 
touches that river, for the purpose of collecting a duty on the 
goods imported into the eastern section from New-Orleans, and 
some adequate provision made for the collection of duties on 
the line between the counties of Harrison and Panola and the 
United States, a considerable addition would be made thereby 
to the fiscal resources of the country. Heretofore the eastern 
section of Texas, by far the most populous and wealthy, have 
paid in at the custom-houses but a bare sufficiency to compen- 
sate the officers engaged in their collection. It is represented, 
and believed, that this failure on the part of the citizens does 
not arise from any disposition to defraud the revenue, but is 
a consequence simply of the Government having made no ade- 
quate provision for its protection suitable to the circumstances 
of that portion of the country. A bill contemplating this object 
is herewith reported. 

The Committee recommend the laying of a tonnage duty, 
of one dollar per ton, on all foreign vessels trading to our ports, 
and a duty of twenty-five cents per ton upon all domestic vessels 
trading between foreign and home ports. This has always been‘ 
considered not only a legitimate but a favorite system of taxa- 
tion, and it is presumed that it would have been resorted to much 
earlier by the financial policy of the country, had it not been 
supposed that some provision in the treaty with the United 
States presented a solid objection to it. Whatever may have 
been the force of that objection, it will cease on the expiration 
of the treaty, which takes place on the 19th May, 1842; and 
we shail be left free and unshackled to adopt the policy as one 
of obvious importance. 
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.From the data furnished by the returns from the custom- 
houses for the year 1840, and allowing a reasonable amount of 
increase, it is probable that the tonnage of vessels entering our 
ports during the present year will be 50,000. At a dollar a ton 
this will yield an additional revenue of $50,000. This sum 
will be deducted from the profits of the vessels, and will be 
contributed mainly by the foreign ship-owner. Hitherto, from 
the high rate of freights to this country, large and extraordinary 
profits have been made by those engaged in that trade; but 
competition is now increasing, and in consequence of that 
competition, it is thought that no additional charge to the 
shipper will follow the imposition of this new duty. 


It is further proposed to lay an additional duty of five per 
cent. upon all goods imported into the country upon foreign 
bottoms, with the exception of goods imported in foreign 
vessels which are entitled by treaty or by acts of Congress to 
be entered on the payment of the domestic duty. The policy 
of this recommendation needs no illustration. f 


” 


By laying a small tax on all suits that are begun in the 
District Courts, payment ọf which should be made previous to 
the commencement of the suit, a fund may be raised sufficient 
to pay the salaries of the Judges. Heretofore a tax cost of ten 
dollars has been allowed in all suits, to be paid on the determina- 
tion of the case.by the unsuccessful litigant to the lawyer of 
the successful party. By a law of the present session, that cost 
has been abolished, and it is now suggested, as an appropriate 
fund for supporting the judiciary, foreigners and others, who 
resort to our courts of justice, can with propriety contribute 
a pittance to defray the charges of supporting those tribunals 
which administer the justice they seek. 

It is advisable to make some alterations in the law so as to 
provide for the better and more certain collection of the reve- 
nues, and to prevent and detect frauds thereon. To effect the 
first named purpose, it is deemed expedient.to have ‘the col- 
lectors of the direct taxes appointed by the President, and to 
hold their offices at the President’s will. The returns in the 
‘Treasury Department demonstrate the entire uncertainty of 
the collection through the sheriffs. These officers are too 
immediately dependent upon the people to aiithorize the belief 
that they would be faithful and vigilant in the performance 
of any duty generally obnoxious or disagreeable to the people 
at whose hands they hold their offices and by whose suffrages 
they expect their re-appointment; and as taxes are deemed 
the hardest and most onerous of all debts, their payment is 
frequently sought to be evaded by every device which promises 
to secure its avoidance. This too great sensibility of the col- . 
lecting officer to the-popular feeling makes him at times more 
regardful of the interest, wishes or convenience of his electors, - 
than faithful in the performance of his duties or mindful of 
the wants of the Government. Were the collector to hold his 
‘office from the President, and be removable at his pleasure, 
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vigilance and fidelity in duty would be prompted by a dup 
consideration of the wishes and obedience to the directions of 
the power to which he is accountable. 

The assessors should hold their office for a greater length 
than they do at present. in order that they may have ampler 
time to obtain exact and satisfactory information concerning 
the value and amount of taxable property in their several coun- 
ties, and to be able to ferret out property that is sought tp 
evade the payment of the tax. fe, ; 

For protection to the customs, it shouldbe required that a 
consular certificate should accompany the invoice of every 
consignment. The law of last session repealing the law of the 
session previous, rendering a certificate necessary, was im- 
politic. As a measure of protection to the revenue, it is in 
some degree indispensable, and should be restored on the score 
of economy; as, with its use, several officers in the custom- 
house may be dispensed, whose services are now necessary. 

If the plan above recommended, for the increase and protec- 
tion of the revenue be adopted, and if the information which has 
been received from the Treasury Department concerning the 
sources of revenue and objects of taxation be correct, the reve- 
nues for the fiscal year 1842 may be thus stated :— 


From Customs gaa oo et Bl aa $113,000 
sd Direct Taxes, 2 ic ois a a a ele — 85,000 
= NCCI CS a gn ss 20,000 
a TONAT n a aA eee ea — 50,000 
a Tax on Suits, —— od 10,000 


Other sources of revenue ————————————————— 10,000 


Makine in all, 


What will be the necessary appropriations for the present 
year, it is impossible at this time to determine, as the disposition 
of Congress towards the naval and military establishment is 
, a e The civil list appropriations will be something as 

ollows: mir 3 


For pay of Heads of Departments, Clerks, contingent 
expenses, Judiciary, Ministers, &.,. $ 71,580 
Pay and milage to Members of Congress and the pay of 
Clerks, stationery and other contingent expenses, 60,000 
To fill certain appropriations of the present session,.... 5,000 . 


Amounting to. $136,580 


Leaving a balance in the Treasury, -at the 
Pey y end of the year, 

It may be proper, however, to suggest, that considerable 
errors may have entered into the calculation, which time will 
develope, as the data upon which the computation is made is 
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by no means satisfactory or complete. The Committée have 
availed themselves of the best information which circumstances 
would permit. and their calculations have been made strictly 
in reference thereto. 


In a former report, the Committee took occasion to assert that 
they felt the injunction to make an adequate provision for tHe 
payment of the public debt resting upon them with the solemnity 
of a constitutional obligation. This responsibility is increased 
upon a fuller and more attentive consideration of the innumer- 
able mischiefs which would result from a disregard of the 
maxims which tend to support national credit and to sustain 
national honor. To exhibit the reasons which justify the 
solicitude of the Committee on the ‚subject would be but to 
enumerate the evils which would result from the destruction 
of all confidence between individuals as members of the same 
social system; for, in the history of nations as well as indi- 
viduals, experience has established the truth of the maxim, that 
honesty is the best policy. - Obligations solemnly entered into 
by a people should not be impaired; their faith, solemnly pledged, 
should not be violated, unless under circumstances of extremest 
necessity, and when this necessity is obvious and apparent to 
all those who are effected by its operation; whenever the 
- exigency arises which justify a departure from strictest faith, 
care should be taken that the departure should go no farther 
than the necessity; and the first moment of returning ability 
should be seized hold of to repair or remedy the injuries which 
the deviation has inflicted. 

“While the observance of good faith is recommended by the 
strongest inducements of political expediency, it is enforced 
by considerations of still higher authority. There are argu- 
ments for it which rest on the immutable principles of moral 
obligation; and in proportion as the mind is disposed to con- 
template in the order of Providence an intimate connexion þe- 
tween public virtue and public happiness will be its repugnancy 
to a violation of of [sic] those principles. 

This reflection derives additional strength from the nature 
of the public debt; it was the price of liberty. The faith of 
the country has been frequently pledged for it, and with solemn- 
ities which give peculiar force to the obligations. There is 
indeed reason to regret that it has not hitherto been kept; that 
the necessities of the country, conspiring with inexperience in 
the subjects of finance, produced direct infractions, and that 
there has been exhibited on the subject a continual scene of 
negative violation and non-compliance. 

It is to be hoped that this state of things is about to terminate, 
and that the present Congress will, secure to themselves the 
lasting gratitude of their country by making such a disposition 
of the public debt as will secure public confidence and give 
faith to the national character. 

This subject has been referred to a special committee and 
their deliberations had thereon, and happily your Committee is 


268 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


discharged from the duty of.making any recommendations upon 
a matter of such exacting importance, and surrounded with so 
much difficulty. To sustain the national honor; to redeem the 
national faith; to uphold public credit; to gain character and 
confidence abroad; to win respect at home, and to vindicate the 
cause of free government, are some of the great and important 
ends involved in this deliberation. Whatever may be the policy 
adopted by the House, the Committée may be allowed to express 
their ardent desires to lend every endeavor to sustain any 
measure which will be conducive to a successful determination 
of a matter involving such momentous consequences. 


With the expression ‘of this opinion, the Committee will close 
their review of the important matters submitted to their con- 
sideration. The House will duly appreciate the difficulties 
under which the Committee have acted, and will give due delib- 
eration to the subjects discussed. Were ampler time allowed 
for further examination into the subject matter of their delib- 
‘erations, new facts might be developed which would lead to 
new and additional views and opinions; but succeeding legisla- 
tures will correct the errors and supply the want of information . 
of those which preceded them, until, in the progress of time, 
the prosperity of Texas will be co-extensive with its natural 
resources, and its capacity to furnish enjoyment and gratifica- 
tion to the refined wants of civilized man. 


Top ROBINSON, Chairman. 


250 copies of Finance report ordered to be printed. 


The Judiciary Committee, John B. Jones Chairman, recom- 
mended the adoption of an amendment to the bill amending 
the act creating a system of Bankruptcy.” 


%2 An Act creating a system of Bankruptcy and regulating the Collection of 
Foreign Debts. Gammel, Laws of Texas, II, 502-509. 

Sec. 1, which is rule 4 of the original act reads: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Texas in Congress assembled, That hereafter the reservation to the petitioner in 
bankruptcy, shall _be, if a married man, with wife and a child or children, or a 
wife only, or a child or children only to support, or if a feme sole, with or without 
a child or- children, in full property, fifty acres of his or her lands, to include his 
or her homestead, or one town or city lot to include his or her homestead with all 
the improvements thereon, provided that the reservation hereby secured as above 
to a petitioner in Bankruptcy shall not exceed in value the sum of one thousand 
dollars, also one year’s provisions, two Cdws and Calves and one riding horse, 
team sufficient to work the cultivated land situate on the reserved premises, two 
beds and bedding and a sufficiency of Household and Kitchen furniture and 
farming utensils, provided such furniture including farming utensils do not exceed 
in value the sum of five hundred dollars; also in full property the apparel of the 
family, and the professional books or tools, and implements of the art or trade 
of the petitioner—always reserving the family Bible, and if the petitioner be a 
single man, without a child or grand Child to support, he shall have only one 
horse, saddle and accoutrements, his apparel, professional books or tools and 
implements of his art or trade, and if any of the things hereby reserved be not of. 
the estate, there is to be no equivalent, except only in respect to the Year's pro- 
visions if not on hand to be fixed by the Chief Justice. This reservation shall be 
exempt from all debts and pecuniary liabilities hereaftér contracted, and from 
any levy, distress or attachment hereafter issuing or to issue for the collection 
of the same, and from none heretofore contracted, and if there be on any of the 
estate of the petitioner a lien by law, the reservation shall be formed out of such 
of the estate as is not so bound 


The bill is signed by Usher who submitted the f i i 
was adonted, : olowing amendment, which 
ection Ist. e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled that the value of. the Homestead men- 
tioned in the first section of the above recited act shall in no case exceed one 
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Committee on Finance reported favorably on bill to establish 
the collectoral district of Red River. 

Committee on Judiciary, returned to the House without aetion, 
the petition of citizens of Washington and Montgomery counties. 

Reported amendments to the bill directing the publication of 
the decision[s] of the Supreme Court. 

Reported the inexpediency of making appropriations to pay 
for advertising lands for sale for taxes. 

Recommended the indefinite postponement of an “act con- 
cerning the collection of taxes.” 

Returned the memorial of the Hon. A. B. Shelby, and asked 
to be discharged from its consideration for want of information. 

Reported the inexpediency of employing two legal gentlemen 
to revise the statutes of Texas. 

Requested to be discharged from the consideration of a. bill 
to repeal certain portions of an act concerning executions, as 
the whole matter was before the House. 


The majority of the Committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jose Maria Cantin [Cantu]; reported favorably.” 


Mr. Cooke presented the petition of John [Samuel] Craig; 
referred to Committee on Claims and accounts.” 


Mr. Cooke presented the petition of B. F. Grayson; referred 
to Committee on Naval Affairs.” 


House appointed Messrs. Parker of Houston, Hewett and 
Dennis, a committee to wait upon the Senate, and inform them 
of the readiness-of the House to go into an election for Judge 
of the fifth Judicial District. 

Clerk of Senate informed the House that on Thursday they 
would resolve themselves into a high court of Impeachment, 
and requested the presence of the committee from the House 


Du aa Dollars, and that this act þe in force from its passage. substitute 
adopte . 

A second amendment, submitted by Usher,— i 

“provided that in no case shall this or the Act to which this is an amendmen 
apply to existing debts”, —was rejected. 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2284. Endorsed: 51 A Bill to amend an act creating . 
a system of Bankruptcy and regulating the collection of foreign debts Read ist. 
time Nov iil Read 2 time Nov. 12 refd to Judey Comt substitute inside adopted 
Dec 2d ordered to be’ Engrossed Engsd. same day. Tho H Hord Eng. Clk H, R. 
substitute adopted. , 

stThere are no amendments with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. .2375. 
Endorsed: 45 A Bill to authorize the publication of the decissions of the Supreme 
Court. Read ist time Dec 28. Read 2 time Dec 29 Judcy Comt 

®The reports have not been found. , o 

3John Craig stated that he was in a decrepit and helpless condition and prayed 
Congress that he be granted a ten acre tract of land to be surveyed out of the 
reserve immediately back of the town lots of the city of Austin, and adjoining 
the same to be surveyed at his expense so ds to include his homestead and 
improvements. Endorsed: 32 Petition of John Craig Public Lands Jany 3—. 
Memorials and Petitions. * te 

“The petition has not been found. a. i 

Shreeve and Grayson entered into negotiations with the Texas government to 
sell the “Tom Toby,’ a privateer, to be delivered for $12,000 payable in Texas 
land scrip at fifty.cents per acre. The vessel was lost in a storm in October, 
1837, before the contract was consummated. Shreeve and Grayson claimed the 
sale was made, A joint resolution requiring the second auditor to audit the 
claim of Benjamin S. Grayson for $15,000, the amount due for the purchase of 
the “Tom Toby,’ was rejected on motion to engross. A joint resolution requiring 
the second auditor to audit the claims iof Shreeve and Grayson for disbursements 
made by them on the schooner, “Tom Toby” for the amount of $2678.07 with 10 
per cent interest passed both Houses. No. 1441, Laws, Files, Fourth Congress. 
The claim of Shreeve and Grayson was presented later. Claims Suspended and 
Rejected, No. 317. 
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to present the articles of impeachment against Judge Hansford. 
Committee also stated that the Senate were ready to proceed 
to the election of Judge for the 5th Judicial District, and that 
they had put in nomination Wm. B. Ochiltree. : 

Mr. Van Zandt nominated Mr. Wm. B. Ochiltree as a candi- 
date. 

Mr. Mayfield nominated by request, Benjamin Rush Wallace. 
There was general acknowledgment of all the members from 
that section of country, of the competency: and gentlemanly 
character of both candidates. 

Vote being taken, there were for Ochiltree 24 votes—Wal- 
lace 4. 

Message from the Senate announced that Wm. B. Ochiltree 
had received in that body 13 votes, and Benjamin Rush Wallace 
1 vote. 

General result.—for Ochiltree, 47; Wallace, 5. 

So Ochiltree was declared duly elected. : 

Select Committee, I Van Zandt, Chairman, to whom was 
referred the claim of Wm. Bryan, reported a bill for his relief, 
granting him drafts for $20,248 48 in par funds, and $212 52 in 
Promissory notes.” 

A bill better to define the boundaries of Travis county. was 
taken up, and after debate, in which Mr. Van Ness, Mr. Cald- 
well, Mr. Cooke, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Raymond participated, 
and which occupied nearly .the whole morning. The House 
_refused to engross the bill. 

Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, 
Head, Hewett, Hunter, Neibling, Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, 
Parker of Houston, Roberts, Usher, Van Zandt, Williamson.—16. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bower, Brown, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, | 
Grimes, Jones of Galveston, Kuykendall, McConnell, Mayfield, 
Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, 
Robinson, Smith, Van Ness, Wynns.—20. 

Bill to provide for the publication of the Code of Texas, was 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, 
Daniels, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Hewett, Neibling, Hunter, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, Mc- 
Connell, Mayfield. Morris, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, 
Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Smith, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wil- 
liamson, :Wynns.—30. 

Nays.—Forbes, Kuykendall, Parker of Fort Bend, Robinson, 
Usher.—5. 

House adjourned to 3 o’clock, p. m. 


Guoan MONDAY EVENING, Jan. 3. [1842]" 


Mr. Porter moved to take up the bill authorizing the issue of 
exchequer bills for the use of the Government. On motion of 
Mr. Mayfield, the bill was laid on the table. 


The report has not been found. 


ie oN sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly Texian, January 
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Communication was received from the President, announcing 
that he had signed the act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Com- 
pany; that he had sent to the State Department, without sig- 
nature, a bill for the relief of H. Kloppenburg; and calling for 
the vouchers and evidences upon which the bills for the relief 
of Elijah Bennett and Janet Menefee were passed. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,” 
CITY OF AUSTIN, January 3d. 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES: 


I have to request to be furnished with the papers and evi- 
dences of claim in possession of the House, on which the joint 
resolutions for the relief of Elijah Bennett and Jarret Menefee 
are predicated, that I may thus obtain the information necessary 
= my correct action. The papers, &c., will be returned to the 

ouse. 
[Sam Houston] 


Mr. Van Zandt moved that the Clerk be directed to furnish 
the papers. 

Mr. Mayfield rose and moved an amendment “that the Presi- 
dent be clothed with the legislative powers of this House.” The 
gentleman reprehended the request as unparalleled and unwar- 
rantable. ra 

Mr. Williamson took the same view of the case, and said 
the President had no right to lok behind the record which was 
presented to him, and he hoped the Secretary who brought 
the document might be allowed to go without it. 

Mr. Porter said, that although he admired the independence 
of gentlemen, he differed with them. He considered it a request 
of a co-ordinate branch of the Government for information to 
which he was entitled, and he did not think it involved any 
disrespect to the House. 

Mr. Van Zandt thought it a mere request, without any in- 
tention to assume undue power. He was disposed to meet the 
different functionaries of the Government upon agreeable 
terms; and with as much willingness as any one to oppose any 
improper demand, he was disposed to comply with this request. 

Mr. Raymond explained that much of the evidence it would 
be impossible to furnish, as it was oral. 

The Speaker explained that the papers were in the Senate. 

Mr. Van Zandt withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Forbes offered a resolution, “That the claim set up. by 
his Excellency the President, in the Message just receiv [e]d, 
is in derogation of the authority of this House, and that the 
same be returned with a copy of this resolution.” __ 

Mr. Mayfield supported the adoption of the resolution, and 
said that if the principle of this Message was to obtain, it 


81Bxecutive Records, Book No. 40, P. 14. i 
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would be worth while hereafter to ascertain before passing 
bills whether they would be agreeable to the President. 

Laid on the table until 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Communication from the Secretary of War, showing the 
amount of powder purchased from Ward & Ingram, and show- 
ing the disposition of the 25,000 received from Gen. Anaya.” 

Mr. Robinson thought the action upon this communication 
important. He thought that the money being over and above 
the amount appropriated by law for naval purposes was not 
properly at the disposition of the naval officers, for if it was, 
it would follow that the cruise had been an expedition a mere 
speculation for the benefit of the officers and sailors of the 
navy, and not a national operation. 

Adopted. 


Bill providing for the publication of the laws in the Castilian 
Language was taken up, with the amendments of the Senate, 
which were adopted. 

Resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Brown, inquiring about 
the furniture of the Steamer Zavala was adopted. 

Mr. Morris offered a resolution that the House will devote 
two hours each day to the consideration of the financial projects 
before it, until disposed of. f 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced a bill to amend: an act relating to 
divorce and alimony. 

Military . Committee, N. H. Darnell Chairman, reported 
amendments to the bill to prevent the maltreatment and murder 
of Texian citizens, and recommended its passage.” 

Bill for the relief of Nathaniel Moore was passed. 

Bill for the relief of E. J. Felder was passed. 

Bill for the relief of A. G. Kimball was passed. 

Message received from the President, announcing that he had 
signed a bill’ for the relief of Adolphus Sterne, also a bill to 
extend the duties of Associate Justices of County Courts.” 

A bill to permit Samuel McCullough to perpetuate the evidence 
of the freedom of the two negro women, Peggy and Rose, was; 
after a good deal of opposition, principally by Mr. Mayfield, 
passed. 24 yeas; 9 nays. 


Bill to lay out and organize the County of La Bacca was - 
passed. 


Military Committee reported favorably on the bill for the 
redemption of captives among the Keechie and other Indians.” 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, offered a general bill for the relief 
of persons in captivity to the Indians, which was accepted as 
a substitute for the above and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, Mr. Robinson, of Brazoria, was 
added to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The communication from the Secretar 


oa f = 
to account of Ward and Ingram they fa ara has not been found. According 


d the government four hundred k 
of powder at $2582.03. See Comptroller’s Mili i Dia h 
Neither the bill nor the report has been fa i 
sThe message has not been found. j 
“The report has not been found. 
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On motion of Mr. Robinson, Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, was 
added to the Committee of Managers for conducting the im- 
peachment of Judge Hansford. 


On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o’clock. 


TUESDAY, Jan. 4. [1842] 


House met; roll called; present,—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, 
Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Forbes, Fowler. Grimes, Head, 
Hewett, Niebling, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, Par- 
ker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Pattillo, Pennall, Porter, 
Raymond, Roberts, Smith, Usher, Woods and Wynns; quorum 
present; journals of preceding day read and adopted.” 


Mr. Porter presented the petition of Willis H. Landrum ;” 
referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 


.Mr. Darnell presented petition of Isaac Campbell, referred 
to Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 


Mr. Jones of Gonzales presented the petition of R. H. Chisholm 
and Horace Eggleston.” 


Mr. Brown presented the petition of Sundry citizens of Nac- 
ogdoches county; referred to Committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Parker of Houston presented the petition of David Tally; 
referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 

Mr. Darnell presented the petition of White and Bedford; 
referred to Military Committee.” 


2The journal for this day is taken from the Daily Bulletin, January 6, 1842. 

8The petition has not been found. In the Claims Papers is the following com- 
munication : 

HOPKINS COUNTY, BLAcK: JACK GROVE 
August 12th 1853 

JAMES SHAW Bsqr 

Dr Sir I had a claim against the Republic of Texas for $320.00 for money and 
goods furnished for the use of the Army in 1835 and was acknowledged by 
Congress of the said Republic in the Year 1842 payable at the pleasure of govern- 
ment, You will please Inform me whether I can draw the money on the same or 
not and much oblige Yours Truly W. H. LANDRUM 

“Isaac Campbell had the misfortune to lose two land certificates for one league 
and one labor each, one located in Travis County, the other in San Patricio 
County. He wrote Messrs. Anderson and Darnell please to procure him patents 
to the same by petition to Congress. The field notes were returned to the Land 
Office, but by some neglect misplaced. All of the dues had been paid. The 
letter is Gated December 19, 1841. Endorsed: Petition of Isaac Campbell Public 
Lands 4 Jany 1842. Memorials and Petitions. 

*The petitions have not been found. , 

Richard Chisholm entered the service on June 27, 1836 and served until May 
31, 1837. He was entitled to $121.74. Comptroller’s Military Service Records. 

Horace Eggleston furnished supplies to the Texan Army in 1836 to the amount 
of $489.88. Comptroller’s Military Service Records. , 

*David Tally by his attorney, A. M. Tompkins, represented that the Republic 
of Texas was indebted to him in the amount of fifty dollars for a cart furnished 
the army of Texas in 1836. He prayed that the auditor be instructed to audit 
and allow the same. Endorsed: Petition of David Tally Claims & accts. 
Memorials and Petitions. , p : i 

White and Bedford were engaged in the mercantile business at Nashville on 
the Brazos River in the spring of 1836. They stated that on March 20, 1836, 
Lieutenant Griffin Bayne pressed into the service of Texas, guns and ammunition, 
a part of their stock of merchandize, and on October 24, 1836, they let_Captain 
Jewel have a gun for the Texas service upon the authority of General Houston. 
In 1837, the account of White and Bedford amounting to four hundred and fifteen 
dollars was placed in the hands of the auditor, but had been mislaid. They had 
suffered heavily during: the Revolution losing all their profits and a part of their 
capital. They prayed Congress to pass an act providing for the settlement of 
their accounts. The petition is dated September 4, 1841. „Endorsed: 167 Petition 
of White & Bedford To the Congress of Texas Ref to Military Com. Memorials 


and Petitions. 


274 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


Mr. Roberts presented the petition of N. B. Garner and 
others; referred to Judiciary Committee.” a 

Committee on Judiciary, returned the bill to divide the Coun- 
ties of Montgomery and Houston, by request of parties inter- 
ested, without report. 

Committee on claims and accounts, reported the bill for the 
relief of Helena Nelson without amendments. 

The majority of the Committee on Foreign relations, to 
whom was referred a bill to repeal that part of the act for the 
punishment of crimes and misdemeanors, which makes it penal 
to so speak of a Foreign Minister as to bring him into disrepute, 
made a report recommending its repeal. The Chairman said 
that such a provision as that proposed to be repealed, was 
unknown to the laws of other countries. 


The Committee on Enrolled and Engrossed Bills, made their 


usual reports, showing the regular progress of the business 
of the House. 


Committee on public Lands. I Van Zandt Chairman, to whom 


was referred the petition of John Ingram, reported joint resolu- 
tion for his relief.” 


Mr. Williamson presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Austin county; referred to Committee on County Boundaries.” 


8N. B. Garner and other citizens of Shelby and San Augustine Counties, peti- 
tioned Congress for protection from the lawlessness and violence that prevailed 
in’ Shelby County. Armed bands of self-styled Regulators were in daily action, 
pursuing their victims to the grave, laying waste the finest farms in the country 
spreading terror abroad in the land, and recognizing no law but force. The 


petition is endorsed: Petitions of Messr N. B. Garner & others Refd to Judiciary 


Com. Memorials and Petitions. With the petition is the following letter from 
N. B. Garner: . 


SAN AvuGUSTINH Decr. 18th 1841 

Col K. L. ANDERSON ; 

Dr SR Circumstances which have lately transpired I hope will plead a sufficient 
apology for me for thus troubling you I am now a resident of San Augustine but a 
few days ago was in the peaceable enjoyment of, my home and family and to day a 
proscribed citizen of Shelby—A frank and independent expression of my opinion 
against the principle of Regulating has called forth the malignity of that corps— 
and I have been compelled for security to come to this place The abandonment 
of my property is but a small consideration compared to the insult and indignities 
offered to the feelings of my family—You are apprised (without my troubling 
you with a detail) of the existence of the suit in relation to those Magee negroes, ' 
they have lately been taken from me by a Band of Ruffians numbering 13 and 
carried off Instigated by profit and a wish to gratify a prejudice got:up against. 
me by one or two in this place, T with with much difficulty got off with mv life— ` 
The dangers of the Regulating policy are just beginning to dawn and if some 
speedy enactment of Laws to suppress it are not made—I much fear it will extend 
itself into this country—Canfield has been visited by a party and he is now 
threatened that his office shall be burned for publishing some pieces against them 
——Messrs. Hewitt and Roberts have wrote to their party to desist from Regulating 
untill Congress adjourns—will you do me the favor to take some steps in the 
matter such as you think will secure us in the enjoyment of our rights—as 


citizens of a free country—Your family are well, no news—Let me hear from 
you your friend 


N. B. Ga 
NB My respects to Genl Houston & Lady GARNER 
The reports have not been found. 


Certain citizens of Austin County represented that they lived at so great a 


distance from the county seat as to experience great diffi i i 
public and private business. xe A E E oe ad. 


i They pointed out that an uninhabited strip of land, 
lying south of the Yegua and extending in the direction of Bastrop, ould have 
to be ‘made a part of Washington County in order to fulfill the constitutional 
requirements as to territory. The attachment of this strip of land to Washington 
County would, they contended, breed disturbance and make the location of the 
county seat a vexed question. The petitioners urged that.if their lands were 
attached to Washington County, they would counterbalance that uninhabited strip 
lying south of the Yegua and tend to quiet the existing disturbances in regard to 
the location of _the county seat. If their lands were ‘attached to Washington 
County, the petitioners stated that the line should run as follows: Commencing 
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The general bill to provide for the redemption of prisoners . 
among the Indians, was read 3d time and passed. 


Mr. Parker of Houston offered a resolution that no new busi- 
ness shall be introduced after the 10th inst., without the consent 
of two-thirds of the House. 


On motion of Mr. Wynns, the bill authorizing the President 


to issue Exchequer bills for the support of the Government, 
was taken up. 


Mr. Robinson moved to amend the bill so as to commence its 


operation on the first day of April, ‘instead of February as at 
present. 


Sustained by Messrs. Robinson, Forbes and Mayfield. Op- 
pose’ by Messrs. Morris, Dancy, Raymond, and Jones of Gon- 
zales. ooo 

Mr. Jones of Gonzales moved to make the time 1st of May. 
Rejected. - 

Question on the amendment of Mr. Robinson. 

Yeas.—Messrs. Dennis, Forbes, Jones of Galveston, and Rob- 
inson.—_4. i 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, 
Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Nieb- 
ling, Hunter, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, 
McConnell, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, 
Pattillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Smith, Usher, Van 
Ness, Williamson, Wood, and Wynns.—323. : 

Mr. Forbes moved to amend so as to exempt, from the opera- 
tions of the law, goods in transitu. : 

Rejected almost unanimously. OE: 

Mr. Porter moved to amend the bill so as to make Promissory 
notes receivable for direct and license taxes at six for one. 

Yeas.—Messrs. Latimer, Parker of Houston, Porter Ray- 
mond.—4. -à 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, 
Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Hewett, Niebling, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Kuykendall, Landrum, McConnell, Mayfield, Morris, 
Parker of Fort Bend, Pattillo, Pennall, Roberts,- Robinson, 
Smith, Usher, Van Ness, Williamson, Wood and Wynns.—34. 

Mr. Dancy moved to add to the third section, so as to direct 
the President to procure the stones or plates by which the bills 
are imprinted, and place them in the Treasury Department. 
Rejected. : g 

Mr. Forbes moved to strike out $200,000, as the amount of 
issue, and limit it to the appropriations for the fiscal year 
1842. 
at a given point on the Brazos River and Tun it res of the Stanley league so a8 
to include Miller Francis: Thence. in a. westerly direction to include Major 
Bonu A BENS ine 9,860 POR le Hae Bauer ae age 
town. Sin & Washington is intersected by said Road. The petition is.addressed: 


: Barnett Austin City Texas Endorsed: Petition of Citizens of 
es yes County Bound’s Jany 4th 1842. Memorials and Petitions. 
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Mr. Jones of Gonzales could see no necessity for striking out 
in-as-much as by the law no money could be issued except 
authorized by the appropriations for the year, and he thought 
it best to have a limit, so that whatever might be the require- 
ment, the country would know that no more could be issued. 

Mr. Cooke wished the question divided, he wanted to strike‘ 
out 200,000 and insert 150,000, which he considered a plenty 
for the use of the Government, and he thought the less issued, 
the higher it would stand—he concurred in the propriety of 
limiting the amount, because the world did not know what the 
expense of the Government might: be. 

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, and Mr. Williamson, sustained the 
bill as it was, because the mere signing of a certain amount 
of bills did not necessarily mean, the issue of them. | 

Mr. Van Ness favored the amount then in the bill.’ He said 
the bills were to be destroyed as fast as they came in, and 
he did not think a large amount could or would be put in circula- 
tion. 

On the motion to strike out. 

Yeas.—Messrs. Cooke; Dancy, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Hunter, 
Jones of Galveston, Kuykendall, McConnell, Mayfield, and Rob- 
inson.—11. 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Daniels, Grimes, 
‘Head, Hewett, Neibling, Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, 
Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Pattillo, Pen- 
nall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Smith, Usher, Van Ness, Wil- 
liamson, Wood and Wynns.—27. . 

The amendment of Mr. Forbes was then rejected. 

Mr. Forbes moved to insert after “silver” in the 3d section, 
the words “Promissory notes.” 

The gentleman contended that the exclusion of this paper 
would be unconstitutional. 

Mr. Williamson opposed this view of the subject. 

Question. 

Yeas.—Messrs. Fowler, Latimer and Smith.—3. 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, 
Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Grimes, Head, Hewett, 
Neibling, Hunter, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Mc- 
Connell, Mayfield, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of 
Houston, Pattillo, Pennall, Porter, Roberts, Robinson, Usher, 
Williamson, Wood and Wynns.—382. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, and Mr. Morris moved the previous 
question, which the House resolved to have. 

Mr. Porter moved the suspension of the rule, so as to pass 
the bill to its third reading. 

Opposed by Mr. Forbes and Mr. Mayfield, the latter gentleman 
objecting very strongly to the power given to receiving officers 
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in the 6th section to redeem the Exchequer bills, which he con- 
ceived would lead to dishonest speculation.’ , 


Mr. Jones of Gonzales, said if the bill gave those officers 
power, which they did not otherwise possess, the objection 
urged might be reasonable, but he conceived that the diffusion 
of the power of redemption would be beneficial to the currency, 
and said there was no preventing that opportunity, in as much 
as if they did not have the power of redemption, they would 
be able to make use of the specie, because the Secretary of the 
Treasury would be obliged to receive of them on settlement, 
exchequer bills, and although the power might me missued [sic], 
there was no way to better the section. l j 


Mr. Morris at first took the same view with the gentleman 
from Nacogdoches, but was convinced by the remarks of the 
gentleman from Gonzales that the matter could not be remedied; 
as a matter of courtesy, however, to the gentleman from Nac- 
ogdoches, he moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken 
upon the bill. 

Mr. Mayfield hoped the vote would be re-considered; he 
proposed making it penal for the receiving-officer to return 
any other money, than such as he received, to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. He said there would be no necessity for pack- 
ing mules with the specie, but upon a notification received 
by the Secretary of the Treasury of the amount in possession, 
he could always draw upon it. He said under any circumstances 
they ought not to legalize the frauds likely to be committed 
under the present section, even if they were unable to prevent 
them. , 

Mr. Cooke, although he did not at first notice the objections, 
was now satisfied, since his attention had been called to them, 
that they could be improved; he, however, did not wish the bill 
thrown open to a flood of amendments, but wished the rule 
reconsidered to admit this one amendment. ` 


Mr. Morris thought this was one of the most perfect bills 
that had ever been introduced here, but he had some objections 
to the section, and thought they might, perhaps, be remedied. 
He regretted that he had moved the previous question, and 
hoped the bill would be reconsidered. He did it from pure 
affection to the bill. 

Question on re-consideration: l 

Yeas—Messrs. Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Dennis, Forbes, 
Fowler, Latimer, Mayfield, Morris, Pennall, Raymond, Robinson, 
Usher and Williamson—14. , 

The sixth section of the bill reads; 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Collectors of Customs, 
Sheriffs, and other receiving officers of this Republic, whenever any gold or silver 
may be received by them in payment of Government dues, to apply the same to 
the redemption, upon presentation for that purpose, of any of the Exchequer Bills, 
authorized to be issued by the provisions of this act; Provided that such officers . 
shall in no case redeem the same at a Jess sum than it represents on its face. . 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 1820. Endorsed: Bill to authorize issuing Exchequer, 


Bills &C-—Read ist time De [blank] Laid on table Jany - 1841 Read 2d’ time 
& ordered to be Engrossed Engrossed T H Hord E C H R. 
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Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, Brown, Cooke, Darnell, 
Grimes, Head, Hewett, Neibling, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall. Landrum, McConnell, Parker of 
Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Pattillo, Porter, Roberts, Smith, 
Woods and Wynns—23. 

Message received from his Excellency the President, and was 
read, enclosing an account of the furniture of the Zavala, stating 
that nearly all of it was lost; exclaiming against the system 
of peculation and distribution which had been practiced, and 
‘asking for officers to establish a system of accountability, from 
the want of which he thought all this had arisen,—offices being 
so amalgamated as to put it in the power of the holders to do 
much as they pleased, and declaring that he must be freed from 
responsibility for results which he could not control for want 
of proper agents.’ 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY oF AUSTIN, January 4th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


In compliance with the request of your Honorable Body, con- 
veyed in a resolution of the 3d instant, I herewith transmit an 
inventory of the furniture of the Steamer Zavala when pur- 
chased, and of what now remains on hand; from which it will 
appear that there has been almost a total loss of the large supply 
of valuable furniture belonging to that vessel. This is, how- 
ever, but another example of the universal destruction of public 
property through a long course of shameful abuses practiced 
upon an impoverished people by agents of the government. 
How long this disastrous course of official dereliction, fraud 
and peculation is to continue, your Honorable Body can de- 
termine. 4 

I ask for the means of establishing and enforcing accounta- 
bility. If I am denied the power of arresting existing evils, and 
millions be squandered to save a few hundreds, I must be ac- 
quitted to the country as I shall ever be to my conscience of all 
participation in the resulting injury. 

Information says that the costly and splendid furniture of 
the Zavala is distributed to various families and friends of 
official functionaries. But who is to account for this disgrace- 
ful waste? The law combines in the same individual the duties 
of Naval agent to purchase, Naval storekeeper to take care of 
and Commodore to appropriate and use the public funds for 
Naval service; a law well adapted to the encouragement of 
fraud and the ruin of the nation, because it prevents the possi- 
bility of detecting official peculation and delinquency. 


[SAM Houston] 
NAVY YARD GALVESTON’ 


Saas aT Book No. 40, p. 15. 
e “inven ory of the furniture of the Steamer Zavala when purchase 
what now remains on hand” has not been found. The docaiiene’ Appi a S£ 


Zavala’s furniture, is inserted here. It is en : i i 
joneing to the Zavala, Nase Papcis, dorsed: Appraisement of Articles be- 
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9th May 1840. 

We the undersigned Pursers have appraised the articles 
enumerated in the following list formerly belonging to the 
Zavala at the annexed prices. 


Mattrass @ $ 4.00 each, 
Blankets @ 2.00 pr pair 
Linen Sheets @ 2.00 pr pair 
Moss Pillows @ 38 c ea 

~ Feather Do @ 50 c ” 
Pillow Cases @ 50 e ” 
Counterpanes @ 1.50 ea 
Towels @ 50 e” 
Dimity Curtains @ 25 e” 
Table Cloths @ 10.00 ea 


1 
Col’d Counter panes @ 50 c 
I F STEPHENS Purser 
Wm F. Maury Purser T. N. 


Upon this appraisement a portion of the articles have been 
issued to different Officers and charged to their respective 
accounts Very Respectfully 

E W. Moore Capt Comdr. 


Communication referred to Committee on Naval Affairs. 
On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m. 


3 o’clock p. m.* 

House met—roll called—quorum present. 

The committee appointed to examine into the condition of 
the General Land Office, reported “that they found every thing 
connected with the office in a neat and excellent condition ;” 
that the contingent fund of the office has been properly ex- 
pended; that the business of the office requires that an assistant 
draughtsman and three extra clerks be employed, and that in 
consequence of the responsibility attaching to the Chief Clerk- 
ship of the office, that the salary be enlarged; and, finally, 
recommended the Commissioner-General to the “kindest con- 
sideration of the citizens of the Republic,” in consequence of 
the zealous and able manner in which he has performed the 
duties of the office. 

COMMITTEE Room.” 


January 3rd 1841—[1842] 


To the Hon. K. L. ANDERSON, Speaker of the House of Repre- 
` sentatives of the Republic of Texas. ss ‘ 
The Special committee appointed to examine into the con- 
dition of the affairs of the General Land Office, and for other 
purposes. 
4The ee sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly Tesian, January 


13, 1842. 

Committee Reports, Sixth Congress, No. 2582. Endorsed: Report of Select 
Committes to investigate the General Land Office Jany 4th 1842. The report is 
printed in the Telegraph and Texas Register, January 19, 1842. 
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Would respectfully ask leave to report that they have dis- 
charged that duty; and find, from the examination which they 
have been able to make, every think [sic] connected with that 
office in a neat and an excellent condition—. 

They have discovered no evidence of a useless or unnecessary 
expenditure by that officer of the public Treasure—. 

Your Committee have deemed it unnecessary to go, in this 
Report, into a general detail of the expenditures of that public 
functionary; believing as they do, that no monies have been 
expended by.the Commissioner, but in strict accordance with 
the true object of the $30.000 appropriation. 

Your Committee find that of the above named appropriation 
still remaining on hand unappropriated one thousand, eight 
hundred and Twenty One Dollars & Sixty Seven cents. 

They are further satisfied that the constant accumulation of 
important business in that Department, and the dilapidated 
condition of most of the old Land Titles on file in said De- 
partment, that the interests of the country must materially 
suffer unless the Commissioner of the General Land office is 
allowed and empowered to employ one assistant Draftsman, and 
three additional Clerks, or two in addition to the two allowed 
him by the Joint Resolution Referred to your Committee, ‘from 
the Senate—For which purpose your Committee ask leave to 
report a joint Resolution as a substitute to said joint Resolution, 
and recommend its passage— 

Your Committee are Satisfied that for the preservation of 
the Old Spanish Titles, it is necessary that they- should be 
transcribed in a well bound Book. This they think a matter 
of too much magnitude to escape the notice & action of the 
present Congress— 

They find that the office of Chief Clerk of that Department 
is one of much responsibility and labour; inasmuch as he is 
required to give Bond & Security in a large amount for the 
faithful performance of his duties—in Said office. He is re- 
quired to perform the duty of Commissioner of the General 
Land office in the absence of that officer; and your Committee 
believe that the Salary of said chief Clerk is not proportioned 
to the Duties devolving upon him—They would therefore re- 
commend that the Salary of that officer be enlarged— 

Yn conclusion your Committee would state that the very abto 
[able], zealous & economical manner in which the Commis- 
sion[er] of the General Land Office has discharged his high 
and responsible trust entitles him to the kindest consideration 
of the Citizens of the Republic of Texas; Therefore your Com- ` 
mittee respectfully submit the following joint Resolutions, and 
recommen eir passage and ask to be disch 
investigation of the Subject— arged from further 

G A. PATILLO 

W. H. LANDRUM 
JOHN BROWN. (Red) 
THO. F. SMITH— 


+ 
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Mr. Hewett presented the petition of Noel Mixon. Referred 
to Committee on Claims and Accounts.’ 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness the bill to be entitled “An Act 
for the Relief of Persons who are in Arrears for Taxes,” was 
taken up and amended.’ 

The question was taken, shall the bill be engrossed ? 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, 
Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Hewett, Neibling, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuy- 
kendall, Landrum, Latimer. McConnell, Mayfield, Parker of 
Houston, Pattillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Williamson, Woods and Wynns 


kd 


Nays—Messrs. Morris and Usher—2. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. i 

On motion of Mr. [Van] Zandt, the rule was suspended and 
the bill was passed. i 

The Committee on Publie Lands, Isaac Van Zandt Chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of M. G. DeGraffenreid, re- 
ported a bill for his relief.’ 

The Committee on Military Affairs reported a bill for the 
relief of Ward & Ingram.’ 


COMMITTEE ROOM Jan. 4th 1841— 


Hon K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of the House of Representatives 

The Military Committee to whom was refered the petition 
of Ward & Ingohrane have had the Same under consideration 
and have instructed me to report the Same back to the house 
and askes to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the Same and recomm[en]d the passage of the following Joint 


resolution— N. H. DARNELL Ch.ir 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in congress assembled that the auditor 
be and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the claim 
of Ward & Ingohan for two thousand five hundred and eighty 
two dollars & three cents in full payment for four hundred Kegs 
of powder furnished the government— ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the funding and 
redemption of the public debt of the Republic of Texas, was 
taken up— 


‘The petition is in Public Debt Papers. On November 10, 1840, Mixon sold to 
Lieutenant E. S. Jones, Assistant Commissary and Quartermaster, 1st Infantry, 
Regular Army, one horse for the use of the army for four hundred and twenty- 
five dollars, Texas Promissory Notes. No return had been received by the 
Quartermaster’s Department and the debt was not paid. The petitioner prayed 
Congress to take his case into consideration and grant him such ¢elief as was 
deemed just. The petition is signed Noel Mixon By his atty William M. Hewitt. 
Endorsed: $425. Petition of Noel Mixon Military Affs Jan 6th 3¢ Class Texas 
Money 6 for 1 i , : 

1 as not been found. Bilis, Sixth Congress, No. 2218. Endorsed: 
3 Joint aden, far the relief of persons who have failed to pay their Taxes for 
the year 1841—Read ist. time Nov 4th 1841 Read 2 time Nov 5 1841 Refd. to 
Finance Com. 

8Nei ition nor the report has been found. . 

erie ERDUT is with the bill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 1949, Endorsed: 20 
Joint Resolution for the releif of Ward & Ingram—Read ist time Jan’y 4th Read 
2 time Jan’y 17 ordered to be engd Tho. H. Hord E. C. H R. 
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On motion of Mr. Robinson. the bill was laid on the table 
until a communication, which he held in his hand, could be 
read. The communication was addressed to Congress, signed 
by P. Edmonds for himself and others, professing to be holders 
of more than one-fourth of the public debt, and asking for in- 
corporation with peculiar privileges.” 

Jany. 4th 1842 


To the Hon the [HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES: ] 


Your petitioner respectfully represents that for himself and 
others he controls over one fourth of the entire national debt of 
the Republic of Texas. That himself and principals have long 
since become convinced their demands can never be paid unless 
the financial policy of the Government be changed. With this 
view of the matter your petitioner was requested by your credi- 
tors to frame such a scheme of finance as in his judgement 
would meet the emergencies of both the Government and 
its creditors. The task though difficult was undertaken and 
completed, and after having met the reluctant approbation of 
the creditors whom he has the honor to represent, he has been 
instructed to lay the same before your honorable body, not in 
a spirit of dictation, but of prayer, for adoption or rejection. 
The scheme is entitled “A short review of the Finances of 
Texas with a few suggestions for the future” and is as follows :" 

From the best information I can obtain, the Government of 
Texas is indebted about ten millions of dollars—its treasury 
empty—its credit so paralised and degraded that its issues in 
the shape of Treasury notes and bonds will not command more 
than 121% cents on the dollar in market. 

About one half of these liabilities are accumulating an annual 
interest of eight and ten per cent, payable in specie at any rate~ 
I infer from all the data I can collect, our yearly interest 
amounts now to from four to six hundred thousand dollars. 

If we continue in this condition for one year longer, will we 
not be still deeper involved ? And if one year adds so much to 
our desperate embarrassment will not a few years overwhelm 
us in interminable ruin or pecuniary infamy? 


We now owe ten milions- $10,000,000 
Add to this the interest for 1842, of at 
least, 400,006 - 


Also, the expenses of Government for same 
time, computing same at $150,000 par 


or 8 for 1 1,200,000 

f 11,600,000 

Deduct from this, probable revenue for 1842, j 300,000 
And we are in debt in one more year, $11,300,000 


Memorials and 
others Jany 4th 1 
uA short review of the Finances of Texas wi 


th a few suggestions . 
[By P. Edmunds.] October-1841. [At end:] Civilian E A Gale, ie e 


a ong Endorsed: Memorial of P. Edmunds for himself and 


x 


1 
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Being an increase in twelve months of one million three hundred 
thousand dollars. 

But this is not all—To carry out our faith fully according to 
our solemn pledges, the four hundred thousand dollars annual in- 
terest must be paid in specie, which is equivalent to three millions 
two hundred thousand dollars government currency. Our in- 
debtedness then at the close of the fiscal year of 1842, in ac- 
cordance with the high principles of national faith would be 
fourteen millions one hundred thousand dollars, and in the same 
ratio at the close of thirty years it would be beyond the power 
of figures to show our true position. 

_This melancholy state of things is not confined to our own 
citizens, but is known every where, and to persist in it, is to 
declare ourselves madly ignorant or foolishly dishonest to the 
civilized world. 

‘What then are we to do? Shall we declare ourselves bank- 
rupt to the world, and refuse forever to pay one dollar of 
our debt? Or shall we proclaim our willingness and ability to 
discharge the liabilities if an extension of time be given us 
with the privilege of changing our system of finance? 

To this interrogatory every honest citizen exclaims, “give. 
us time, with the privilege of changing our financial system, 
and we can and will pay to the utmost farthing.” This agreed 
upon, the two interested parties, namely the government as 
debtor, and the holders of our liabilities as creditors, must be 
looked to and consulted.for their mutual benefit. l 

Without entering into any labored detail, I shall come at once 
to the point, and on the part of the government (being the 
debtor) ask for it the privilege of collecting its revenues in par 
funds only—this granted—the next step is to reduce the ex- 
penses to the very lowest point—certainly much below the in- 
come. This is the main point, and upon it all depends for success 
or ruin. 

Let us examine facts, and ascertain what amount of revenue 
can be collected for the year 1842 in par funds, bearing in 
mind at the same time, that our taxes are placed at a rate the 
people can conveniently bear. 


The imports will amount to at least one and a half millions, 
on which a duty of fifteen per cent, can easily be paid in par 
money. 


This would make our revenue from this source, $ 225,000 
Our direct taxes, licenses, &¢___-----------___-_-__---____ — 50,000 
Land dues, tax on suits in District court. 


(as they are generally instituted by foreigners ) 
and of course able to pay,) &c. &c. at least ) 25,000 
Making our entire revenue equal to $300,000 


Out of this sum the expenses of conducting the government 
must be paid in par funds, and under ordinary circumstances 
$150,000 would be a high and liberal estimate—In fact I have 
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high authority for believing they should not exceed $100,000— 
This then would leave a balance of $150,000, or probably 
$200,000 in the treasury at the end of the year, which should 
be divided amongst the present creditors of the government 
in the manner hereafter proposed in this scheme. 

Thus far, I have proposed and argued for the benefit of 
our embarrassed government, and I doubt not my suggestions 
- will have all the influence to which they may be entitled ; but 
this influence mainly depends upon the attitude in which the 
present creditors of the government are to be placed—The 
agreement between the parties must be mutually agreeable and 
acceptable, otherwise a breach of faith on the part of the gov- 
ernment, is inevitable. ` 

The creditors agree the government shall collect its revenues 
in par funds. knowing there will be a surplus at the end of the 
year, of $150,000 or $200,000 to divide amongst them. Now 
- will this be a sufficient inducement for them to accede to the 
arrangement. They hold ten millions against the government, 
and will they be willing to hold on to these liabilities for the 
poor compensation of an interest of one and a half per cent, per 
annum, and release it from a higher rate of interest as well 
as the charge of a violation of national faith, when the very 
bonds they hold entitle them by all that is binding on a nation 
to an interest of eight and ten per cent, per annum in specie? 
As one of the creditors, I should assuredly enter my protest, and 
I doubt not others would do likewise. 

Having granted the government such relief as is needed from 
its creditors, I shall now take up the cause of those creditors 
and ask from it such protection and privileges as seem to me 
to be founded in equity and justice. 

“As holders of the liabilities of the government of Texas, 

and in consideration of having agreed on our part to release 
you, (the government) from receiving those liabilities for 
public dues as well as for the future payment of an interest 
of eight and ten per cent. per annum, we now ask to be incor- 
porated into a body politic with exclusive banking privileges in 
the Republic for a period of thirty years.” 
_ This application I am aware, will startle many at the first 
intimation—because the word “Bank,” has its terrors. I shall 
not, however, attempt to discuss the good or bad policy of 
establishing banks in any commercial country:—they have 
existed—do still: exist—and doubtless will ever continue to do 
so. My purpose is to present a scheme, equally for the relief 
of the government and -beneficial to its creditors. 

Incorporate, then, the holders of our debts into a Banking 
Company, and limit their capital to ten millions—put the shares 
in the bank at one hundred dollars each to be paid for when 
subscribed, in Bonds, Treasury Notes, or audited liabilities of 
the government. f 

These subscriptions to the Bank stock to be made under the- 
Superintendance [sic] of commissioners appointed by the 
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P[rJesident and so soon as the stock is taken, or a sufficient 
amount thereof to justify the Bank’s going into operation—the 
commissioners on the part of the Bank will take the amount 
of Bonds, Treasury notes and audited liabilities paid into their 
hands by subscribers for said stock and present the same to 
the Treasury Department of this Republic when they will be 
funded by law at the rate of three per cent. pr. annum payable 
at the pleasure of the Government. 


_ By this process all old liabilities of the Government will be 
liquidated by substituting three pr. cent. bonds, payable at the 
pleasure of the Government to the order of the Bank, in place 
of the present funded debt treasury notes &c of the Government. 


All this being accomplished the Government and its ereditors 
would stand in the following position—namely,—The Govern- 
ment has given its Bonds to the Bank for ten millions of dollars, 
payable at its pleasure with an annual interest of $300,000, or 
three pr. ct. Thus liquidating as it were an incubus which 
hangs like a mill-stone at present about our necks. 


The creditors of the Government, will hold ten millions of 
Dollars of the Bank stock, and the Bank will hold the same 
amount of Government bonds, bearing three pr. cent. interest 
payable semi-annually at its counters and for which the Bank 
becomes responsible by endorsement when it parts with said 
bonds by way of sale or hypothecation. 


This done, the next thing is for the Bank to commence opera- 
tion for the benefit of its stock holders—It has no specie, but 
holds ten million of Texas 3 per cents. Of course then the only 
step for the Bank will be to hypothecate a part or the whole 
of these bonds as may seem best, in order to raise specie 
upon which to commence operations. 


These ten million of three per cent bonds in the hands of 
skillful and judicious commissioners on the part of the Bank 
might be hypothecated for 20 cts on the dollar by allowing an 
interest of six to ten per cent. to lenders on the actual amount 
obtained from each one. 

I cannot doubt for a moment that the money could be thus 
borrowed, because the world would know the ten millions thus 
held by the Bank constituted the entire national debt of Texas 
—and it would also know under the new arrangement of finance, 
that our revenue was not only collected and disbursed entirely 
in par funds but that at the same time it far exceeded our 
disbursements leaving the surplus to be paid into Bank for the 
benefit of the stock and bond holders. 


Suppose the ten millions thus held by the Bank and belonging 
to its stock holders should be hypothecated to capitalists for 
twenty cts on the dollar or two millions of dollars for the whole 
amount. How then would the matter stand provided the bonds 
were hypothecated at an interest of six per cent on the amount 
actually loaned. Let us examine and See. 
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Government pays the Bank three per cent. interest per annum 
on $10,000,000, equal to $ 300,000 
Bank pays interest on $2,000,000, which it ) 
has borrowed by hypothecating the $10,000,000 ) 
government bonds, on which it pays an inter- 


) . 
est of six per cent. equal to | ) 120,000 


Leaving a balance of interest in favor of the ) 
bank of dS 180,000 


This excess of interest amounting to one hundred and eighty 
thousand dollars, should be allowed the government as a bonus 
for the banking privileges granted by it—provided the same 
would be appropriated towards the payment of its bonds issued 
to the bank for the same amount. , 

If this data be correct, the government at the end of the fiscal 
year for 1842, instead of owing $14,100,000 with her finances 
deranged and hurrying speadily to utter ruin, will owe of orig- 


inal debt 0 $10,000,000 
Which with three per cent. interest makes — 300,000 


Making a total amount at the end of 1842 of $10,300,000 
From which deduct amount as above allowed in 
liquidation or bonus of___________ $180,000 
Together with surplus revenue 
above expenses, as noticed in 
page 4 of this document, of... 150,000 making 330,000 


Would leave a balance of $ 9,970,000 


against the government at the close of 1842, being a decrease, 
from the present supposed amount, of $30,000—besides a clear 
saving of the interest of three hundred thousand dollars as 
proposed and computed above. 


From this statement is it probable the present holders of 
Texas liabilities would enter into the proposed arrangement— 
Interest being the great moving cause with the trading world, 
it becomes only necessary to enquire whether it is for the 
interest of our creditors to come into the proposed scheme.— 
This is the touchstone. 


At present a Texas dollar is only worth 1214 cts and a large 
proportion of it, at least an average amount, went into hands 
of present holders at 20 cts on the dollar. These holders then 
are unwilling to take 1214 cts for which cost them 20; of 
course then they will not sell, because they are unwilling to 
submit to the loss in the first place, and in the second place 
purchasers could not be found even at 1214 for the large amount 
now out. 

If then an individual holding $100 against the Government 
sells it he may chance to get $12 50 cts. for it—But if he vests 
it in one share of the proposed Bank stock, and the Bank then 
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borrow on the Government bond given in lieu of it $20— he 
has that which will at once command $20—or if he keeps it it 
will yield him an annual interest of: 16 pr. ct. on that which 
at present is only worth to him, in the absence of the proposed 
Bank, 1214 on the dollar. See calculation in appenpix [sic] (A) 


_ Nor is this all. The surplus revenue as well as excess of 
interest as contained in Page. 4, being applied each year to 
lessen the original debt of $10,000,000, makes the stock of the 
Bank more and more valuable each succeeding year—This will 
appear more fully in the appendix—B. 


Take it for granted then that this scheme becomes the finan- . 
cial policy of Texas how will the three parties, namely the 
government, the Bank, and the stockholders stand? First, 
government has not only postponed by general consent a debt 
of $10,000,000, now due, of which it can neither pay principle 
or interest, to such period as may suit its convenience, but 
has also reduced its interest from 8 and 10 to 8 pr. ct. pr. annum 
iSeccondly [sic], The Bank has such a charter as will enable 
it to obtain money, conduct business beneficially for its own 
interest as well as that of the commerce and agriculture of the 
country—and, thirdly, the stockholders have converted their 
Texas liabilities, now worthless and wholly unproductive into 
a Bank fund yielding immediate benefit as well as yearly en- 
hancement in value. 

I am aware, that in all this scheme whatever else may seem 
reasonable and desirable, will in the eyes of many, be destroyed 
by the terror of the word “Bank”. But to such I have only 
to say no matter what may be the fate of this Bank in five or 
ten years, broke and blown up, if you choose, yet the Govern- 
ment loses nothing. It may gain, but cannot lose. Our citizens 
are very much in the same condition, for they hold very little 
of our Government debt and consequently will own but a small 
portion of the Bank stock—Instead then of being creditors of 
the institution the great probability is they will become its 
debtors provided the Bank will lend them any money; and 
although I have sometimes heard of banks ruining men by 
lending them money yet in all the instances that have come 
under my observation I have found the bank the injured party.— 
Few men have been ruined by Banks—but many Banks have 
been ruined by men. 

The interest paid by government to bank should be contingent 
and at the same time positive: that is, government must not pay 
more than $150,000 per annum, nor less than $120,000. For 
instance, if the bank can only borrow $500,000 dollars on the 
government bonds which it holds, of course government must 
still pay the $120,000 interest—but if the bank can borrow 
two millions of dollars on the government bonds at an interest 
of 714 per cent. or $150,000 annual interest, then the govern- 
ment must pay the.same amount—and so on according to cir- 
cumstances which may fluctuate the interest paid by the bank 
from $120,000 to $150,000. Under any circumstances, however, 
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the government must not pay less than $120,000 nor more 
than $150,000 yearly interest. 

But suppose the whole scheme as contemplated should suc- 
ceed, and the commissioners on the part of the bank cannot 
borrow one dollar for the benefit of the stockholders—how then 
will the matter stand, and what will be the condition of the 
government as debtor and the bank as creditor? 


The bank not having gone into operation for want of means 
by the expiration of the time prescribed in the charter, it be- 
comes null and void. What then is the next step? Why, the 
commissioners announce the fact, call the stockholders together 
and return each one government three per cent. bonds for the 
amount of stock he may hold. $ 


On this three per cent. stock, the holder is certain to get 
1144 per cent. cash interest, because the government has secured 
the sum annually and a government bond for the remaining 
1144 per cent., making it equal to an interest of 24 per cent.’ 
per annum on the original outlay, valuing a Texas dollar at, 
1214 cents. Of this interest, 12 per cent. will be received in 
eash and 12 per cent in government bonds. 

The government then instead of being the debtor of the bank 
and bound for a contingent interest of $120,000 or $150,000, 
becomes the debtor of the multitude who were stockholders of 
the proposed bank; and: as this multitude cannot enjoy the bene- 
fit of banking privileges—they then have the full right of calling 
on. the government for the three per cent. interest as stipulated 
in the bonds—that is one half cash and one half in the form 
of a liability. oS 

But suppose the bank goes into operation and breaks in five 
or ten years. Will the government or people of Texas collec- 
tively lose any thing? Admit the privilege of banking tọ be 
dangerous, and also the probability. that this proposed bank 
may blow up in a few years, and what then I ask will be the 
consequences ? Government cannot lose, because instead of 
being the creditor of the bank she is the debtor, and will 
continue so for some twenty years to come. Our citizens are 
not creditors because they have no means to buy stock, and hence 
they will become debtors in all probability if the bank will lend 
them any money. ; 

But, say many, this bank will issue her notes in Texas and 
the people will get; them in payment of cotton, cattle, &c. &c. 
at par value—and by this means in a few years, the people will 
have at least one million of dollars of this bank in circulation 
amongst them. Well suppose they do—and just at that time 
the bank by its rascality and swindling managers breaks and 4 
blows up—what of it?—Why, the cry will be raised from the 
Sabine to the Rio Grande that the corrupt bank is broke and 
the people have lost one million of dollars by it. This charge 
will be true in fact but not in reality if I may be permitted to 
distinguish between the two terms. In fact then, the people have 
jost one million of dollars by the broken bank, but in reality 
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they have gained in five years the enormous sum of one million 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars over and above their 
losses by the reduction of interest brought about by this same 
bank; which excess of interest in the absence of the bank, they 
are bound by all that is sacred and binding on them as a nation 
to pay. I say the people will have gained this amount above 
their losses, because I am assured by high authority that the 
Interest of the government at present, instead of being $400,000 
as I have before stated, is actually $600,000 per annum. 

Again, one million of notes would be a large circulation for 
the bank, and in getting out this amount the people will of 
course owe a portion of it to the bank, and in case of failure 
takes place, the notes would command at least fifty cents on 
the dollar for the purpose of paying debts due the bank by the 
people of Texas. Instead then of losing the depreciation of half 
a million, they would gain $1,750,000 in five years above their 
losses. In any view then the bank will do good to the govern- 
ment and people, and cannot do harm. 


But again, by the failure of the bank. the government and 
the people are saddled with $1,000.000 of its notes—the former 
received it for taxes, &c. and the latter as the circulating 
medium. In this state of things government could protect both 
itself and its citizens, because it owes the bank $10,000,000 on 
account of its three per cent. bonds. The bank however has 
hypothicated [sic] these bonds to capitalists for two millions of 
dollars, redeemable at pleasure—of course then the government 
could pay itself and its citizens and hold the notes of the bank 
as an offset against the original debt. 

In case then of a failure on the part of the bank, the gov- 
ernment should assume all the liabilities: of said bank, provided 
they do not exceed the amount of her bonds held or hypothicated 
by the bank, and any excess should be paid by the govern- 
ment to the stock holders at its pleasure—after paying the 
amount of principal and interest due those who have lent the 
bank on government bonds or otherwise. 

But should the revenues not be sufficient to pay the govern- 
ment expenses and interest due the bank of 120,000 or $150,000 
then the bank must lend the government the amount wanted, 
provided it does not exceed the interest due the bank—on this 
loan the bank-must of course have the usual interest on its dis- 
counts. ; 

The scheme of finance having been adopted as suggested here- 
in, to commence on the first day of January, 1842, the govern- 
ment then stands relieved from all its present pecuniary em- 
barrassments. It has no debts due and payable on demand, nor 
has it any money in any shape or form to pay the current ex- 
penses of the year. Its reliance is on the revenue—some money 
however must be had to defray present expenses—such as pay 
of members of Congress, cabinet officers, clerks, &c. &c. How 
is this to be.raised? Congress is aware the revenue will be at 
least three huridred thousand dollars for the current year of 
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1842, and yet one hundred thousand dollars cannot be raised 
for present emergencies. To meet this contingency then, I 
would recommend Congress to issue $100,000 or $150,000, under 
the superintendance of the Secretary of the Treasury, of “Ex- 
chequer Bills,” payable twelve months from the Ist day of Jan- 
vary, 1842, without interest, and make them receivable for gov- 
ernment dues. 

These issues must not exceed the yearly expenses of the gov- 
ernment of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars: if they do 
every thing will be deranged. Our revenue being $300,000, this 
$150,000 in Exchequer Bills would remain at par and return in- 
to the. Treasury before the close of the year, while the balance 
of our revenue of $150,000 would be paid in par funds. l 

To this suggestion some will say, “your Exchequer Bills will 
share the same fate of the present Treasury Notes. Only give 
the power to issue $100,000 or $150,000 and millions will be 
circulated.” This supposition however will proceed from preju- 
dice, and can never bias the intelligent minds of the country. 
The accusation is in itself unanswerable, because to make it, is 
at the same time to declare we have no honesty in the officers 
of the government—and if so, it is folly to make an effort of 
any description. 


Previous to adopting this scheme, Congress would begin to ` 


inquire into the details of the bank charter, its power, priv- 
ileges, &c. &c. For myself I should say the charter must and 
should be a liberal one, otherwise the plan defeats itself—-cir- 
cumscribed, none will enter into it—liberal and expanded, all 
will embrace it. 


The stock holders should appoint their own directory from ' 


amongst the constitutional citizens of Texas—the directors 
should have power to appoint their own officers—in their dis- 
counts they should be left free and untrammelled as to whom 
they shall lend or to whom they shall not lend—compel the 
bank to use a stated amount of capital in Texas, and if neces- 
sary, define the places at which it shall have offices of discount 
and deposite—limit the issues to three for one, and by law 
cause every note to be countersigned by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. He should hold the controlling power in his hands, 
and having at all times access to the vaults and books of the 
bank, over issues could not take place, because he would know 
how much specie was on hand, and the proportion of issues au- 
thorized thereon—consequently he would only countersign the 
true proportion of notes. Of course, notes not countersigned 
by him would be spurious. i 

But should the bank not go into operation, then the govern- 
ment is bound to the holders of its bonds for $300,000 annual 
interest—half of this can be paid in cash from the revenues, and 
the remaining half will have to be funded at three per cent. in- 
terest: this last half unpaid, will accumulate a yearly interest of 
$4,500. At the close of the fiscal year for 1850, however, the 
revenue will be sufficient to pay all interest due and in arrears; 
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and from that time henceforward, will not only be equal to the 
whole amount of three per cent. cash interest, but will also 
leave a surplus to be applied each year by way of a sinking 
fund towards the payment of the original debt. In this manner 
the government would get entirely out of debt in 35 years—pro- 
vided its expenses did not exceed one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars per annum, and the income averaged the amount 
computed from 1842-1851, as contained in pages 15, and after 
that period did not exceed the sum of $707,884 yearly. 


From these calculations it will at once be seen that if our in- 
terest be reduced to three per cent. we can get out of debt in 
35 years without a bank. If, however, the banking privileges 
be granted upon the conditions proposed, then we not only get 
out of debt in 28 years, but actually have a surplus at that time 
of $467,811, as will more clearly be seen by reference to page 16 

From this conclusion the opponents of the banking privileges 
will at once urge that it will be bettèr to get out of debt in 35 
years without a bank, than to do so in 28 years with one. But 
here it must be recollected, that in coming to such conclusion, a 
great moral principle is involved—one of no less magnitude than 
that of implicating nay even tarnishing our national faith and 
character. We may reduce our interest from 8 to 10 per cent. 
to 114 per cent. by a mutual agreement with our creditors. On 
their part they agree to this reduction, provided we will, as a 
compensation for so doing, grant them banking privileges for 
30 years. But certainly we cannot reduce our interest and still 
preserve our faith, without the consent of those to whom we 
are indebted—but enough. 

I am aware, the scheme is subject to much improvement in 
many particulars, and, that in addition to the appropriation of 
$150,000 per annum from the revenues together with the pro- 
ceeds of land sales, towards the payment of interest and liquida- 
tion of original debt, many other important amendments may 
be suggested, but enough has been said to show the main fea- 
tures of the project, and I shall therefore submit it in the pres- 
ent form, knowing well as I do, that amongst all legislative 
bodies there are always to be found more destroyers than 
creators, and that this production will receive a full share of 
the anathemas and distortions of some of the former. 

And in conclusion I have only to add that apart from any 
patriotic motives, which may have led to this production, I have 
also been stimulated to the task by selfish considerations. I 
have selected Texas as a home for life; and if she adopts a 
system of finance that will redound to her future prosperity and 
greatness, that same system will also be instrumental in ad- 
vancing my pecuniary interest, provided industry and prudence 
should characterize my deportment through life. if the gov- 
ernment prospers, so will its citizens—but if confusion and em- 
barrassment continue to weigh it down, its citizens must share 
the disadvantages, and feelings of disaffection and inertness 
will prevade [sic] our whole ter friltory Let those then who 
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approve the premises herein laid down and believe in the prac- 
ticability of the scheme, lend their aid in endeavoring to es- 
tablish it as the future financial policy of the government, 
whilst those who oppose it because of a belief of its imprac- 
ticability, shall do honor to themselves and good for their coun- 
try by substituting a better one. 


AP[P]ENDIX. 
A—On ten millions of bonds issued by Government the bank 
borrows ~.--__-_- icra beastie eee eens Neri eee 2,000,000 
Interest on this amount at 6 per cent.is..tw 120, 000 


Leaving an excess of $180,000 as noted in page 6 which goes 
as a bonus to government. Bank holds $2,000,000—which 
might be used in Texas and the United States so as to yield an 
interest of 10 per cent. or $200,000 per annum, which is equal 
to 2 per cent. on the entire national debt of $10,000,000—or if 
a Texas dollar be valued at 20 cts. par—the dividend is equal 
to 10 per cent. per annum—or if valued at 121% cents, its pres- 
ent rate, the dividend will be equal to 16 per cent. per annum 
to present holders of our notes, bonds, &c. 

B—At the close of the fiscal year for 1842, the government 
will have lessened its present debt of 10,000,000 to $9,970,000. 
Thus saving by the operation of the bank $180,000 in interest, 
and actually appropriating $30,000 in exting[ulishment of the 
bonds held by the bank or in hypothecation. By this process 
the bank would in 1842 get $30,000 par from government for 
the same amount of its bonds, which amount would increase 
yearly. This $30,000 in the absence of the bank would pay 
$240,000 of Texas liabilities, which shows a savirig by means of 
the incorporation to the present holders during the first year 
of $210,000 Texas money in one item. 

Under this arrangement, how would matters stand in ten 
years, provided the revenue of the government should increase 
annually 10 per cent. and the expenditures remain at $150,000. 


Jan. ist, 1842—Amount due by gov't this day, \ $10,000,000 
Dec. 31. Interest due bank on 2 mills. at 6 per ct. 120,000 
Total indebtedness close of 1842, 10,120,000 
From which deduct surplus revenue, : $ "150,000 
Amount due 31st December 1842, 9,970,000 
Add interest on the 2 millions for one year, $ f 
Total indebtedness at close of 743, 10,090 
From which deduct surplus revenue, $150,000 Renee 
Also 10 per ct. increase of revenue on 1842 30,000 180,000 
Amount due 3ist Dec. 1848, 
Add bank interest as above for one year : once 


Total indebtedness close of 44. $10,030,000 
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From which deduct surplus revenue 
Also 10 per ct. increase of revenue on ’43 


Amount due 31st Dec.. 1844, 
Add bank interest as above for one year, 


1 Total indebtedness close of 45 
From which deduct surplus revenue 
Also 10 per ct. increase on revenue of 744, 


Amount due 31st Dec. 1845, 
Add bank interest as above for one year, 


Total indebtedness close of °46, 
From which deduct surplus revenue 
Also 10 per ct. increase of revenue on ’45, 


Amount due 31st Dec 1846, 
Add bank interest as above for one year, 


Total indebtedness close of 1847, 
From which deduct surplus revenue 
Also 10 per ct. increase of revenue on ’46, 


Amount due 31st Dec. 1847, 
Add interest due the bank for 1848, 


Total indebtedness at close of °48, 
From which deduct surplus revenue 
Also 10 per ct. increase of revenue on ’47, 


Amount due 31st Dec. 1848, 
Add interest due bank for 1849, 


Total due at close of 1849, 


$150.000 


63,000 . 
$ 9,817,000 
12 


$150,000 
99,300 


$150,000 


189,230 


\ 
\ 


$150,000 


183,153 


\ 
_ $150,000 


231,468 


293 


213,000 


? 


$ 9,937,000 


249,300 


$9,687,700 


120,000 


9,807,700 


289,230 


$ 9,518,470 


120,000 


$ 9,638,470 


333,153 


$ 9,305,317 


120,000 
$ 9,425,317 
381,408 


$ 9,043,849 


3 


$ 9,463,849 


From which deduct surplus revenue, $150,000 

Also 10 per ct. increase on revenue of °48, 284,615 434,615 
Amount due 31st Dec. 1849, $ 8,729,234 

Add interest as above for 1850, 120,000 
Total close of 1850 $ 8,849,284 

From which deduct $150,000 

Also 10 per ct. increase over 749, 343,076 493,076 
Amount due 31st Dec. 1850. $ 8,356,158 

Add interest for 1851 _....,.-.--.-—----------—-—---------n eso nnnn ence ence cne ene 120,000 
Total close of 1854..--.------------------------------++-7+--+------7--—-----7m=- $ 8,476,158 

From which deduct surplus of $150,000 

Also 10 per ct. increase of revenue, 557,384 


Amount due 31st Dec. 1851, 


407,384 


$ 7,918,774 


In this statement the government revenues are computed as follows— 


300,000 For 1847 $ 483,153 

i B. 730/000 For 1848 531,468 
For 1844 363,000 For 4849 584,615 
For 1845 399,300 For 1850 643,076 
For 1846 439,230 For 1851 707,384 
Total revenue for ten years- -$ 4,781,226 


Out of this revenue the expenses of the 
government must be paid, which at 
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$150,000 per annum for 10 years 


amounts to the sum of $1,500,000 
The bank must also receive $120,000 int. 
per ann. for same time which amounts to.............. $1,200,000 $ 2,700,000 
Leaving in the space of ten years a surplus of $ 2,081,226 
Which applied in liquidation each year 
to reduction of bank debt Of...-..-.22--2-0---2--22-------42---4725----77--74---- +-+ $10,000,000 
Leaves a balance due the bank of $ 7,918,774 


on the 81st day of December 1851, as per statement above. 

Continue this process for ten years more, and should the revenue of the 
country between 1851 and 1861 not exceed $707,384 per annum, and the 
expenses not overrun $150,000 per annum, and your debt to bank at that 
time will be $3,544,934 on which you are only paying an interest of 3 per 
cent. equal to $106,340. 

By this same course’ at the close of 1862 your debt of $3,544,934 with 


interest, Will be... uo... le cence eee Deere rae ae ee OPT $ 3,651,274 

From which deduct revenue of $707,384 
leaves 

Less government expenses of : 150,000 $ 557,384 

to be deducted. You then owe on the 31st Dec. 1862 $ 3,093,890 

Add interest one year at three per cent, 91,167 

$ 8,185,057 

Deduct revenue less expenses as above in 1851, 557,384 

Amount due 3ist December 1863, $ 2,627,673 


Whole am’t of government debt due to bank 31st Dec. 1868. $ 2,627,673 
Interest on this for one year at 3 per cent. 


? 


$ 2,706,503 


Deduct revenue, less expenses as in 1851 557,884 
Due 31st Dec. 1864, $ 2,149,119 
Interest on this one year at 3 per cent. 64,473 

$ 2,218,592 

Deduct revenue less expenses... 22.2 be Aane aE . 557,884 
Due 81st Dec. 1865 ,...-cccccccccccesnceeseeseeeceeccceeeeeesecsssescsetesuvettteseeseseeeeeece $ 1,656,208 
Interest on this for one year 49,687 

$ 1,705,895 

Deduct revenue less eXpeNnSeS....2.... oo .ececcececenceeeeseeteeeeeseeeueeeee 557,384 

Due 81st Dec, 1866)... ee eee cecceceeeceeneenes Pie eet Sea sbi a $ 1,148,511 

Interest on this for one yeaY,----------20000000000000000000000 000 00a0oaa00aa aonana 34,455 
1,182, 

Deduct revenue less expenses, eaeeeseec ee eee eee : B1284 
Düë 31st Dec. 10 lancet cS Ss oath ee aa a a8 2 
Interest on this for one yeary.. occ a. i pe 

Deduct revenue less expen SeS, eeeee eee cececeeceseeeceeeoeeeeeeeecc ce j EBT S84. å 
Due 31st Dec, 1868,.......... T ale onal ee Dees 5 
Interest on this for one ee eee ie 

Deduct revenue less expenses, occ a : a 


Leaving a balance in the Treasury 31st Dec. 1869 of $ 467,811 
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From this data, in twenty-eight years, (two years before the 
bank charter expires) the government ‘will be entirely out of 
debt and have a surplus of $467,811, while at the same time the 
bank will have received its full capital of $10,000,000, and of 
course that which is now worth $1244 to holders of our notes, 
&e. will then command $100 exclusive of the dividends which 
have been paid yearly by said bank to the owners of stock. 

But whilst we are investigating this subject, let us examine 
and see what would be the condition of the government twenty- 
eight years hence, in the absence of the bank, provided we fund 
our debt at 3 per cent. and apply our surplus reventie for each 
year towards the payment of said debt—computing our revenue 


for each year from 1842 to 1869 at the same amount heretofore 
supposed, viz: 


Funded debt bearing 3 per ct. interest 


TS Jare NOE sa eke eae a oA tole 2 ae in Se $10,000,000 

Interest till 31st Dec. 1842, 300,00 
Expenses of government for 1842, 150,000 
$10,450,000 
Deduct revenue of government for 1842, 300,000 
PGs 3 tst Decs ISAZA cdo AE $10,150,000 
Interest till 31st Dec. 1848, eee 300,000 
Expenses of government... nee 150,000 
$10,600,000 

Deduct revenue for 1848, lal ee a passin) fhe feel ,00 
Diesla DET iin seer ep teresa $10,270,000 
Interest till 31st Dee. 1844 ne ts et ede 300,000 
Expenses of government... -.-.----en2 ean aneneennnn ence nen eeeneeeee 150,000 
a l $10,720,000 
Deduct revenue for 1844, oo tenn 363,000 
Die s3Ist; Dec, TMA ean ee ee eee $10,357,000 


But it is folly to pursue the calculation as all will at once per- 
ceive, although we have been permitted to reduce our interest 
to three per cent. and postpone the payment of the national 
debt, yet after an experiment of three years ending 31st Dec. 
1844, we find ourselves not only pennyless, but actually $357,000 
more in debt than we were on the 1st January, 1842, the period 
at which we commenced our new system of finance. 

This state of things comes in direct opposition to the all im- 
portant position assumed in page 4 (marked thus*) an ob- 
servance of which saves us; otherwise bankruptcy and ruin en- 
sues at once. f 

Note—It may not be amiss to state here that the indebted- 
ness of a government rarely if ever affects its credit, provided 
its institutions are stable and the stipulated interest accruing on 
such indebtedness promptly and regularly paid. These are the 
two'main pillars of national faith, both at home and abroad, 
and violation of the one equally effects the permanency of the 
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other. In illustration of this, I will here allude to a fact which 
I had intended to embody in this scheme. st 

The government of England owed in 1727 fifty two millions 
of pounds sterling. At the conclusion of the peace of Paris in 
1768, this debt had reached £140,000,000, about which time the 
funding system commenced. At the commencement of the 
French war in:1798, the debt had augmented to £240,000,000, 
and now (1841) the total unredeemed funded and unfunded 
debt amounts to over £900,000,000. Of this amount £500,000,- 
000 bears an interest of 3 per cent. per annum, payable semi-an- 
nually in February and August. The balance of £400,000,000 
bears an interest of 314, 4 and 5 per cent. in different sums. 
Of these government liabilities the banks of England and Ire- 
- land hold over £20,000,000. 

From this statement it will be seen the annual interest is an 
immense sum for the government, and yet it has all been regu- 
larly paid or satisfactorily provided for, and hence we find from 
1820 to 1841, a period of 21 years, the market value of these 
funds varied only from £73 to £9334, on the £100. The reason 
- of this uniformity is, universal confidence in the government, 
which has been justly secured, by a prompt discharge of all 
liabilities against it as they matured—The most important of 
all which is the payment of interest regula[r]ly in accordance 
with the high principles of national faith by which the govern- 
ment truly professes to be controlled. 


Your petitioner is gratified to find that your honorable body 
has already adopted many of the suggéstions contained in the 
above scheme. That you have determined to make Gold and 
silver the standard—to place the impost duties. at an average 
of 15 pr. ct—to reduce the expenses of the Government below 
the income and also to authorise the issueing [sic] of $150,000 
in “Exchequer Bills” based upon the revenues of 1842 and used 
only for actual and necessary expenditures. This system will 
in the judgement of your petitioner produce a healthy state of 
things in the Financial Department of your Government if it 
be rigidly carried out and a spirit of liberality is extended to- 
wards those who are now the creditors of the Republic. But if 
your creditors are regarded, by your acts of legislation as having 
no claims on the Government, and entitled to no privileges 
under your Government and laws, by which they may reap some 
advantages, and no possible injury result to the people of Tex- 
as, then your petitioner fears, a spirit of retaliation will prompt 
many of the creditors, to endeavour to annul the act already 
past, refusing to receive Treasury Notes and bonds for duties 
through the instrumentality of the Judiciary of the Country. 
Already have many legal gentlemen commenced the discussion 
of this law & whilst many of them believe it a nullity others 
regard it as at least doubtful. That strenuous efforts will be 
made to obtain writs of mandamus compelling your collectors to 
receive Treasury notes &c. for duties as heretofore your peti- 
tioner is well convinced, and whilst he would never attempt an 
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act himself, so suicidal as this, yet your own intelligence will 
convince you many will attempt it—and if successful your “Ex- 
chequer Bills” will at once find a level with your present cur- 
rency, and the same deranged and degraded financial system 
that now lowers over the Country will again present itself, if 
possible in a more hideous form 


Your petitioner is fully aware the Government debt cannot 
be paid now, and that the adoption of the good money system 
is the only one by which the prosperity of the country can be 
secured. But you as. the representatives of the people should 
not forget you have creditors, and that these creditors have 
claims on you. It is true as your Memorialist now represents, 
that the liabilities of the Government under his control were not 
received dollar for dollar, but in some instances as low as 16 2-3 
cts on the dollar, whilst in other cases they were received at 
80c—60c and 50c. This indebtedness on the part of the Re- 
public was made in good faith. Indeed-your Legislation and 
statute books declare in the most solemn manner your issues 
shall be received as cash for all Government dues and that the 
faith of the Nation is solemnly pledged for their redemption. 
Confiding in this faith some of your creditors whom I here rep- 
resent, came to your aid when assistance was essential to your 
salvation as a nation—without it you never could have suc- 
ceeded. With it you have been crowned with success and we 
now appeal to your sense of justice, to your national faith al- 
ready solemnly pledged to mete out to us that common justice 
which we claim at your hands. If our claims are just then 
render unto us that aid which we of right are privileged to 
demand at your hands. If unjust reject them and cast them 
from your halls of legislation, bearing the stamp of that repudia- 
tion which properly belongs to them. 

All we ask is to be incorporated with certain privileges. We 
ask for privileges of this sort because by concert of action under. 
such authority we can realize something from our just claims. 
Without incorporation we can have no common standard under 
which to rally as your creditors, and hence divided amongst 
ourselves we cannot derive any benefit whatever from the liabil- 
ities we hold. In our demands we think we are moderate. All 
we ask is the privileges contained in the proposition before read. 
For this we release you from an annual interest of at least 
$400,000. We consent to a postponement of your National debt, 
now due, to such period as you may designate and place our- 
selves in a position by which we as your creditors may be bene- 
fitted, the Country will be benefitted and cannot be injured. 
Relying upon the reasonableness of this request and its justice 
we might appeal to the civilized world for our justification, but 
whilst your -Memorialist believes. the same public faith and 
patriotism which created the debt still remains unsullied by 
intention, he feels he has only to present the subject in its naked 
form to your honorable body in order to receive that justice 
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which he claims and prays for at your hands, and for which 
he will éver continue to pray &c. 


P. EDMUNDS for himself & others 


Which communication being read, the House again took up the 
bill, and proceeded to the consideration of some amendments 
proposed until adjournment.” ; 
On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o'clock.” + 
WEDNESDAY, Jan. 5th. [1842] 


House met; roll called; present.—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, 
Bower, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fow- 
ler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Hunter, Neibling, Jones of Gal- 
veston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Latimer, McConnell, 
Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Pattillo, Pennall, Ray- 
mond, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Usher, Woods and Wynns; 
quorum present; journals of preceding day read and adopted.” 


Mr. Bower presented the petition of John R. Tally; referred 
to Committee on Public Lands.” 


2ZAmendments were submitted to the first, fourth and sixth sections of the bill 
which read: . 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate &€ House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas in Congress assembled—That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, under the direction of the President to open upon the books of the 
Treasury Department, a Stock account, to be called the “consolidated Stock of the 
Republic of Texas”, and that it shall be his duty to receive for funding & to issue 
certificates of Stock for all the existing liabilities of this government, which may 
be presented for funding under the provisions of this act, whether they be 
promissory notes, eight per cent bonds, funded Stock certificates heretofore issued 
under the provisions of acts of congress previously passed, audited drafts., Bonds 
of the government of every description, or lianidated & acknowledged lia- 
bilities of whatever character, to include the interest due upon such as bear 
interest, up to the date of the passage of this act. 

Sec 4—Be it further enacted—That the holders of any of the liabilities of this 
government, shall be entitled to receive in payment thereof, or so much thereof 
as they may deem proper, any of the vacant and unlocated territory of this Re- 
public, at the rate or price of One dollar & twenty five cents of said liabilities, per 
acre, to be laid off in tracts or parcels of one mile square, or such other larger 
quantities as the holders may desire, so that said tracts shall always be in a 
square form, unless prevented by previous surveys, or a river, in which cases 
they shall be as nearly in a square as practicable. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted—That all laws heretofore passed, authorizing the 
funding of the liabilities of this government, be and the same are hereby repealed; 
and that the faith of this government and all its available resources & means over 
& above the amount necessary to defray current expenses, be & the same are 
hereby pledged for the full & complete payment of the principal & interest of 
the consolidated stock created by the provisions of this act, and for no other 
liability whatever, heretofore incurred or issued— i 

The amendments are as follows: 

Provided that the holders of the 10 pr cent stock created by the act of Congress 
of the 7 June 1837 be allowed to estimate interest upon such stock up to the ist 
of September 1842—Proviso to Sec 1. Van Ness Adopted 

In fourth Sec. and fourth line strike out “One dollar and twenty five cents” and 
incert [sie] Two Dollars and fifty cents Daniels Rejected 

Come in after “means” 3rd line 6th Sec’t not heretofore set aside for special 
purposes, Boe. Rejected ft it P 

ec 7—Be if & from after its passage—Patillo Adopted 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2406. Endorsed: A Bill bo be entitled An Act to 
provide aor ane funding and soe mption of the Public debt of the Republic of 

exas— Rea st time ecr S ea ime Jany 4th "d— 
Engrossed Thomas H Rora ECHR y ordered to be Eng’d 

“This paragraph is from the report in the Austin City Gazette, Janu > 

“The journal for this day is from the Daily Bulletin, January a” 1842 

Jobn R. Tally, County Surveyor of Refugio County, prayed Congress to grant 
him compensation for making a survey of the coast and islands, and running 

e necessary lines to make a connected map of the count i d 
returning the same to the General Land Office. The survey was one rapio ‘ten 
miles at $3.00 per mile. This work was done at an in 


dividual expe 7 
one hundred dollars. Endorsed: Public Lands Jany 4th 1842, enora a md 
etitions. 
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Mr. Grimes presented the petition of A. S. and Jas. Powell; 
referred to committee on Public Lands.” 2 

The Finance Committee recommended the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill to repeal the several acts to raise a revenue by 
impost duties. 

Finance Committee reported amendments to “an act to amend 
an act entitled an act to raise a revenue by impost duties.” Read 
lst time.” ; 

A communication was received from his Excellency the Presi- 
dent, inclosing one from the acting Secretary of the Treasury 
to him, and recommending its contents to the consideration of 
Congress. The acting head of the Treasury reccommends [sic | 
the allowance of a clerk for the Treasurer’s Office, and the re- 
establishment of the bureau of Commissioner of Revenue.” 


£ 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
AUSTIN Decr 29th 1841 
To his Excellency 
SAM HOUSTON President 


SIR—I have the honor to enclose a communication from A 
Brigham Treasurer of the Republic upon the subject of assist- 
ance in his office f 


The act approved Feby 5th 1840 entitled an Act “defining 
the duties of the officers of the Treasury Department See 14” 
merely creates that office for disbursements, beleiving [sic] 
that section vague and ifdefinite, and the important duty of 
keeping the Money of the Republic, not subject to reissue, con- 
fided to no officer of the Treasury Department. Under Sect 
2nd of the same Law. The Secretary of the Treasury instructs 
the Treasurer that he will not only receive such money as may 
be subject to re-issue, but that he will receive all the Money 
of the Republic accruing from Revenue, that he shall register 
the same and from whom received, that it shall be kept in his 
possession, cancelled or awaiting the orders of the Govern- 
ment. I need not state that there is a great necessity for the 
Keeping of a very intricate set of Books in this office, the neces- 
sity is obvious to any mercantile Business man. The registering 
of Money and attention to Book Keeping certainly will con- 
sume the time of One Individual, and I therefore take great 
pleasure in recommending to the proper Authority, that the 
~ Archi : d J Powell, mail contractors on route number two 
oa a te Oaoa Satoi that they had faithfully and diligently per- 
formed the service required of them. Under their contract they were to carry 
the Eastern mail; that is, to Montgomery, Cincinnati, Huntsville, Crockett, and 
Eastern Postoffices; but in 1841 the Western mail was imposed upon them by the 
postmaster at Houston; that is, to Washington, Independence, Milam, Franklin, 
and sometimes the Western postoffices. This was contrary to their urgent and 
continued remonstrances and to their contract. Because of the depreciation of 
the currency they had lost some thirty dollars. They prayed Congress to pass a 
law for their relief. Endorsed: No 7 Petition of James Powell indemnity for 


j C Mail and to make up for deficiency of payment made contracters 
Route en Houston to Cincinnati Petition of A G & James: Powell P O Roads 


Jany 5. Memorials and Petitions. 


The report has not been found. Dal 
The message has not been found, The communication Hom, e Secretary of the 


Treasury is found in Letter Book, Treasury, 1836-1842, p. 


300 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


Treasurer be authorized to employ a clerk during the Year. 
I believe it to be the interest of the country. 

In making the Communication to Your Excellency I would 
beg leave to state that the retrenchment Law of this Congress 
destroys the check imposed upon the Secy of the Treasury by 
the abolishment of the Commissioner of Revenues Bureau and 
amalgamation of that Office with the Treasury Department. 
Under the Act refered to in this Communication the Secy of 
the Treasury is created a receiver of Public Money, Taxes Li- 
censes, Land Dues, Public Domain, Patents and customs con- 
fided to his care and keeping. 

The Revenue Bureau was an important, and the only check 
upon. this office. The Department received the Money, and the 
office Kept the accounts of every Officer, and none were com- 
pelled to make a more rigid settlement or observe more strictly 
the Laws than the Secretary of Treasury. His vouchers were 
demanded quarterly and his accounts examined as often. Under 
the present Law without this check the Department can exist in 
fraud and the vigilance of the whole Republic can not prevent 
it The Books of this office now show thousands of Dollars 
which will be lost to this Republic and also large amounts which 
would have been had it not been established I would recommend 
that the Law be so modified as to allow a Desk in this Depart- 
ment for the control of the Revenue accounts of the Republie, 
which shall be seperate [sic] and distinct, and conform to the 
requirements of the Law regulating the office of Commissioner 
of Revenue. To do this more officers will be required. I will 
also state that no report was made from this Bureau for the 
present Year, and for this reason, having but one officer em- 
ployed in it, without any assistance from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and that officer compelled to act as tax collector from in- 
dividuals who visited the seat of Government, with the current 
business of the office prevented his attention to the same. 
Previous to the time prescribed by Law for its presentation the 
Retrenchment Law had passed the House of Representatives 

The Com of Revenue made a Communication to the Secy of 
the Treasury for Congress but it never reached that Body It 
would take fully One Month in the present crippled state of the 
Department to furnish it if desired. The papers of that Office 
are valuable to the Country, the checks imposed by its con- 
tinuance are of vital importance to her interest, without it the 
Treasury Department offers inducements to the dishonest which 
oe trae aay attempts to expose them : 

eeling it my duty Sir, to recommend previou iri 
from the post of honor which I now fill ae Hosier iar 4 
i oe ta I temporally [sic] preside, I submit 
r the informati i 
ad e Neen. on of Yourself and the Honl Con- 
I have the honor to remain the Presidents obt servant 


E LAWRENCE STICKNEY 
Act Secretary of Treasury 
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Committee on the State of the Republic, reported a bill for 
the incorporation of the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Tex- 
as, with amendments.” 


Recommended the reference of claim of Thomas Hanson to 
Commttee [sic] on Naval affairs.” 

Reported unfavorable on petition of D. Laughlin 

Asked leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of H. Roberts. 

Committee on County Boundaries reported a substitute for 
the joint resolution annexing a portion. of Victoria county to 
the county of Jackson. 

Committee on Claims and Accounts, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Wm. Myers. 

Reported joint resolution for the relief of Martin Lacy and 
Wm. Perry.” 

Reported joint resolution for the relief of A. Miller [Albin 
A. Mellier].” 


COMMITTEE ROOM 


Jany 4th 1842 
Hon K L. ANDERSON Speaker of the H. R 


The Committee on Clames & acts. To whome was Refered 
the Clame of A Miller have Instructed me to Report that in the 
oppinion of your Committee the Clame is Just—Therefore Rec- 
ommend the pasage of the following Joint Resolution 


ISAAC PARKER Chairman 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled 


That the Treasurer be and he is hereby authorised and Re- 
quired to pay to A. Miller or Order the Sum of Six hundred 
and fifty five dollars and Sixty five cents. in par Money at the 
pleasure of the Government in full for expenditures in estab- 
lishing the line between the Republic of Texas and the United 
States l 


Recommended reference of petition of John Craig, to Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


The report has not been found. : : 

There are no amendments with the Dill. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2325. 
Endorsed: 57 A Bill to incorporate the officers & members of the Grand Lodge of 
the Republic of Texas & for other purposes Read Ist. time Dec 15 Read 2 time 
Dee 16 State of Repe 

The report has not been found. 

“The report has not been found. . ; : , 

David Laughlin stated that he had lost all his property during the revolution. 
Other misfortunes befell him, and he was now lame and unable to work. He 
prayed Congress to grant him the liberty to peddle without a license, at least west 
of the Brazos. With the petition is a note asking permission to retail at any place 
where he might stop. He held an office, but the fees were not enough to buy the 


paper. He also addressed an appeal to the Committee on the State of the Republic ~ 


ear and explain his petition. This is dated January 4, 
ie ne Seiten z Gated, Austin, December 18, 1841. Endorsed: 88 Petition 
of D. Laughlin S of pe pe hg Memorials and Petitions. 

A ot been found. , 

athe Sy i Pra the joint resolution. ‘Bills, Sixth Congress, No. teh a 
dorsed: Report of Committee on Clames & Accounts Read ist ae Jany 5. 1842. 
95 Joint Resolution for relief of A Miller Read ist time arise ee ae 

Concerning Albin A. Mellier see Mellier to Smyth, April 10, eo oundary 
Papers: Public Debt Papers; Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, p. A 
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Select Committee, A. H. Latimer Chairman, reported joint 
Resolution for her [his] relief. 

Select Committee, John Brown (red,) Chairman, recommend- 
ed the passage of a bill to organize the county of Rusk. 

Committee on Public Lands, recommended the passage of a 
bill for the relief of Augustine Douglas.” 
` Reported a bill for the relief of N. B. Anderson.” 

Reported a substitute for the bill relating to land certificates, 
which have been rejected. 

Recommend the passage of a bill to repeal the 6th section of 
an. act to detect fraudulent land certificates, with amendments. 

Reported a bill for the relief of Louis P. Cooke.” 

Mr. Caldwell presented the petition of Jesse Billingsly. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Public Lands.” 

_ Naval Committee reported a bill for the relief of Jno. Apple- 
man.” 

Mr. Cooke presented petition and account of John Manson.” 
Referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts: 

Joint resolution for the relief Hiram Williams. Referred to 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Van Zandt presented a bill to regulate civil prosecutions 
and equity practice. 

Mr. Caldwell presented a bill authorising surveys to be made 
on the public domain that is not included within the defined 
limits of any county. 

Bill for the funding of the public debt of the Republic, was 
taken up and the following gentlemen participated in the debate. 
We will give their several speeches as fast as our limits will per- 
mit:—Messrs. Van Zandt, Wynns, Caldwell, Morris, Raymond, 
Forbes, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of Galveston, and Porter.” 

[Mr. Forbes spoke to the bill to provide for the funding and 


a of the public debt of the Republic of Texas as fol- 
ows: |” 


*4The reports have not been found. 
=The report has not been found. 


In a petition to the Fifth Congress, N. B. Anderson stated that he came to 
Texas before the first of October 1837, and was entitled to 640 acres of land 
under the existing law, but he had never been able to get a certificate because he 
could not get his witnesses together. He prayed Congress to allow him the 
headright upon proof of the facts. Endorsed: 3 Petition of N. B. Anderson 
favorable. Memorials and Petitions. 

ae URORT nare noe mm found. 

zIn a sui y Jesse illingsley against Rihard Young in May, . S 
Conlee, the sheriff of Bastrop County was ordered to levy. upon the P and 
chattels and estate of Richard Young and seize a 


i furlough or discharge given b 
R. M. Coleman, Captain of Rangers, to Noah Smithwick and by him lis naforrad 4 


said Young for the sum of $200. This discharge was sold to Billingsle by Youn 

who ordered that Smithwick’s pay be paid to Billingsley who also demanded ‘ne 

ot baie of bounty land. pte $ ae Conlee’s Deed to Billingsley J 
illingsleys paper as assignee of Noa mithwick. Memori iti 

*The report has not been found. Mh Se ERAON: 

a onm ee Pi ee of 1841 entere 
(3) ate for binding the journals and appendix of the House of R iv 
for the last Congress. No appropriation having been made for TERE he 
prayed Congress to order payment of his account as the materials and wages 
were now due. Endorsed : 60 Petition And Account of John Hanson Claims & 
a E z Femma and Petitions. 

e speeches of Messrs. Van Zandt, Wynns, Morris, 4 
Jones of Gonzales have not been found. Trp queen DE Galassi and 
aFrom the Daily Bulletin, January 7, 1842. 


d into a contract with the Secretary 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 303 


In discussing the merits of this Bill, MR. SPEAKER, gentlemen 
have insisted that there was no difference between the promis- 
sory notes of the Government, and the various stocks created 
under authority of the laws passed by Congress for funding the 
public debt. The friends of the 6th section have assumed the 
ground, that all the liabilities of the Government rested on the 
same basis—that they were all of the same dignity, and that we 
could draw no distinction between them. To any understanding, 
Sir, there is a wide—a palpable difference. The holders of the 
old funded debt paid, in many instances, valuable consideration 
in full for the amount held; and, Sir, the fact can be established 
that it cost a majority of the holders from 40 to 80 cents. The 
Government was in debt not only to its citizens, but to foreign- 
ers, for supplies furnished at a period when it was destitute of 
the means of obtaining the first n[e]cessities of existence—at a ~ 
period when we had neither money nor credit: and when the 
property of the citizen and of the stranger was alike taken to 
supply the absolute wants of the Government. Unable to pay 
their just and equitable claims, the Government proposed to the 
holders to fund them. It said to its creditors, Sirs, in the 
spirit of truth and of candor, we'are unable to pay you now, 
but if you will wait for a time—if you are willing to indulge us 
awhile, we will not only pay you the amount of your claims, but 
we will pay you interest. Such were the propositions made by 
the laws creating the 10 and 8 per cent. stocks; and the holders 
of these claims, Sir, relying upon the faith of the Government, 
trusting to the sanctity of the law, viewing it in the nature of a 
solemn contract, acceded to the terms proposed and funded their 
claims. Yes, Sir, the laws creating these stocks were to all in- - 
tents and purposes contracts;—contracts, Sir, to which the 
Government was one party and its creditors the other ;—con- 
tracts of the highest and most solemn nature, and possessing 
all the elements and requisites of law—contracts, made under 
all the pledges that a nation could give. Such, Sir, is the char- 
acter of the Funded Debt. The promissory notes, although is- 
sued under the authority of law, and bearing upon their face 
promises which we, unfortunately, cannot fulfil, are widely dif- 
ferent. They have been resorted to by the Government as a 
substitute for money,—they have been thrown into circulation 
and used as a circulating medium,—the holders have taken them 
at a speculation, and at a great depreciation; they have taken 
them as they would have taken bank paper of a doubtful char- 
acter, which might be worth something, or might be worth 
nothing. They have taken them with a perfect knowledge that 
the Government was unable to redeem them; they have never 
expected, nor do they expect now, that. they will be redeemed 
at their nominal value.—Strict justice could not require us to 
do more than is provided in this bill. No compromise has been 
made, no specific arrangement has been effécted, no contract 
entered into with the holders of this class of liabilities, and 
hence, Sir, the wide difference between them and the funded 
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debt. Stern, uncompromising, absolute necessity compels us 
to change the ruinous system we have been pursuing. Our very 
existence demanded that we should no longer receive the promis- 
sory notes in payment for revenue. No necessity exists that we 
should repudiate the funded debt; I do not propose to pay the 
interest—we are unable to pay it. If the holders are unwilling 
to accede to the terms of this bill, let them wait our pleasure; 
or, at least, until we are able; but, Sir, do not attempt to force 
them into the measure,—do not disregard all the previous and 
solemn pledges of the Government, and that, too, when there is 
no necessity. 

Sir, I approve of the general features of the bill; I believe it 
all-important to the interest of the country to dispose of the 
public debt; but, Sir, unless the 6th section be stricken out, 
I feel bound by every principle of justice—by every principle 
of honor and honesty—by the solemn oath I have taken to 
defend and protect the Constitution, to vote against it. For, 
Sir, if we pass this bill, we do it in the face of an express 
prohibition of the Constitution—we impair the obligation of 
contracts—we violate the pledged faith of the Government. 

And what will be the effect of this section of the bill if 
we do not strike it out? Will the holders of the stock, paying 
8 to 10 per cent. interest, consider themselves as bound to come 
forward and exchange it for one paying only 1 and 11% per 
cent.? Will they change the old stock, for the redemption and 
payment of which this Government has already pledged all 
that it has to pledge, for a new stock less valuable, and for 
which they hold no better security? What assurance have 
they that the next Congress will not repeal this law?—that 
they will not legislate away the solemn promises and pledges 
made now? We can expect them to do no such thing; they 
will look upon this section of the bill as null and void, as not 
affecting in the least the validity of their claims; and, Sir, 
the courts of the country will so decide. 

[Mr. Caldwell of Bastrop spoke to the Bill to provide for the 
funding and redemption of the public debt as follows:] 

My objection to the Bill under consideration, applied to the 
whole, viz that it is inoperative. I concur with the advocates 
of this measure, that the funded liabilities of the Government, 
are the most onerous and oppressive that we have, and that it 
was an ill-advised policy, adopted by our early legislators. I also 
admit that a large portion of this debt is in the hands of 
speculators and financiers, who have purchased it at a reduced 
rate; but that does not make the debt less just or obligatory 
upon us, who have received the quid pro quo. Furthermore 
there are many, very many of those liabilities in the hands of 
honest citizens, and worthy foreigners, who have given for them 
their full value, by contributions of money and provisions, at 
nye Parkent period of our revolution. They did not then, nor 

o they now, expect a prompt and speedy return for the same. 


*From the Daily Bulletin, January 10, 1842, 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 305 


They are fully aware of our inability to pay, and are perfectly 
willing to wait the pleasure of the government, provided we 
will deal justly with them in the end. The great portion of this 
debt, (as has been said,) is the price of our independence, and 
should be honorably dealt with. We may, by our legislation, 
impair its value in the hands of present holders, but cannot 
exonerate ourselves from the obligation, or release posterity 
from its ultimate redemption. Then let us adopt a system more 
liberal in its provisions—one that may relieve our creditors, 
who are impoverished by our broken and violated faith. The 
bill now before us, offers the plighted faith of the government 
for the ultimate redemption of all liabilities funded under its 
provisions, at a certain rate‘of interest. Your creditors have 
already got your plighted faith for the ultimate redemption of 
their debt, at a much higher rate than the one you now offer, 
and the plighted faith of one Congress is as good as another. 
Therefore, they will not sink their funds in this stock, which 
offers to them no inducements. Then the whole object of the 
Bill is defeated, for this onerous and oppressive ten per cent. 
debt will be still outstanding, accumulating year after year, 
until, truly it will become an obligation that we can never pay. 
Extend to your creditors some other facilities, (such as have 
been proposed to this House,) in addition to the small rate of 
one per cent. interest, contained in this Bill, and the whole 
of your debt will be obsorbed [sie], with credit to the country. 

[Mr. Raymond spoke on the funding law, and more particu- 
larly in support of the sixth section of the bill, as follows:]” 

MR. SPEAKER—Did I not consider the retention of this section 
in the bill of the first importance, I would not trouble the House 
one moment with my remarks; but Sir, I discover a disposition 
on the part of many of the members to pass the bill now under 
discussion, and if it passes, let us by all means adhere to the 
6th section. Dispense. with that section, and we destroy the 
entire efficacy of the whole bill. The object in view will be 
completely defeated, and our country destined to remain in 
her present deplorable condition. What is now our situation? 
Alas! we are on the brink of bankruptcy and utterly unable 
to meet our liabilities. The interest on our old funded debt 
alone, amounts to $160,000 yearly, in par money. That interest 
hangs over our country like an incubus, wasting our vigor and 
weighing down the energies of our citizens, and if permitted 
still to go on and accumulate, it of itself will be our ruin. The 
old funding law, under which we have issued our bonds drawing 
eight and ten per cent. interest annually, has fixed upon this 
country a curse which will finally sink us in the very depths 
of bankruptcy, unless we immediately devise some remedy 
against the impending evil. The great object to be attained by 
this bill is, to provide such a funding system ofall our liabili- 
ties, of whatever kind or description, as will eventually secure 
their payment, without, at the same time, destroying and over- 
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whelming our country. It must be evident to all that we are 
not now able to pay the interest upon the old funded debt, and 
much less the debt itself. Let us then make a plain and blunt 
confession of our affairs, and not endeavor longer to conceal 
our poverty and inability. If we will procrastinate the final 
payment of our debts for a few years by paying the creditor a 
reasonable interest—if we will reduce our expenditures below 
our revenue, we may yet have a hope that the clouds of gloom 
which now obscure our political horizon will soon be dissipated ; 
that the sunshine of prosperity will encircle our fair land, 
and the lone star of Texas rise like a meteor high amidst the 
galaxy of nations. But, Sir, how shall we effect so desirable 
an object? Self-preservation, which is acknowledged to be the 
first law of nature, & which must now be the paramount law 
of the land, impels us by a force which is resistless, to rid our- 
selves of the continuance of an annual interest which is sapping 
the very vitals of our country, and protracts the payment of the 
immense liabilities which now exist against this overburthened 
Republic. For this purpose the bill under consideration was 
incepted, as being the best and almost only mode by which we 
could arrive at our object, without manifest detriments to our 
country and injustice to our creditors. We propose that our 
creditors place our liabilities into a consolidated stock, or fund, 
and receive therefor stock certificates, upon which we agree to 
pay an interest of one per cent. per annum for the first five 
years; the interest to be paid at the expiration of the five years 
in the way of an addition to the fund. For the next five years 
one per cent. interest payable semi-annually; for the next five 
years one and one-half per cent., and for the next fifteen years 
two and one-half per cent.; at the end of which time we agree 
to pay the full debt. It will be recollected that most of the 
holders of our liabilities purchased them at about fifteen cents 
in the dollar, consequently, at an interest of one per cent., the 
holder receives the first year near seven per cent., and the 
last fifteen years near seventeen per cent. interest upon the 
amount of capital actually invested, besides eventually receiving 
the full amount of the nominal value of his debt. We also 
propose to receive the certificates of consolidated stock for our 
public lands, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, which, 
in reality, is but about twenty cents per acre in par funds. 
These inducements are not only fair, but they are offered in a 
true spirit of liberality and justice to those who own demands 
against our Government. The United States, at a time of 
great national embarrassment, not only procrastinated the pay- 
ment of her national debt, but actually repudiated it, without. 
any qualification whatever. Having thus laid a plan for our 
safety, as well as for the safety, security and benefit of our 
creditors, it is absolutely essential that we should provide some 
means to make the system effectual, otherwise the whole object 
might be defeated The 6th section, to which there seems to 
be so much unwarranted opposition, is designed to perfect and 
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carry into successful operation the previous provisions of this 
bill—it provides for the repeal of all previous funding laws— 
pledges the faith and available resources of the Government for 
the final redemption of the consolidated stock created by this 
bill, and the interest accruing on the same, and if the creditor 
desires to avail himself of the demands against the Government, 
it indirectly compels him to fund his claims in this. consolidated 
stock. It further relieves our country from an annual interest 
of $160,000, which, if suffered to accumulate, would inevitably 
bring destruction upon our country. But, say the opposition, 
if we adhere to the 6th section we violate public faith, because 
forsooth we are striking at the interests of the holders of our 
bonds in foreign countries, and depriving them of the eight 
and ten per cent. interest authorized by the old funding law, 
which has met the unqualified disapprobation of our whole 
country. Why did not gentlemen feel these conscientious 
scruples on yesterday, when they voted against receiving of our 
poor and honest citizens the promissory notes of Government 
for their taxes. They voted against their reception at even 
six for one. Do not those notes state upon their face that they 
shall be receivable for all Government dues? And is it no 
violation of plighted faith to refuse to receive them of the citizen 
for his taxes? The violation is no less and no greater in 
one case than in the other; and if necessity required it in one 
case, a sterner necessity demands it in the other; and as we 
have deprived our own citizens of the privilege of using the 
liabilities of the Government for payment of Government dues, 
let us be no respecter of persons, but do unto others as we have 
done unto ourselves. I regret the unpleasant necessity which 
has induced this bill, but, Sir, the salvation of our country is at 
stake, and must no longer be hazarded by indecision and want 
of energy on the part of her National Council. The disease is 
desperate and a desperate remedy must be applied, or our exist- 
ence as a nation must come to a speedy dissolution. ’Tis true, 
Sir, that I voted for permitting the citizens of our country to 
pay their taxes in the promissory notes of Government; but, 
Sir, I was greatly in the minority, and was obliged to ac- 
quies[c]e, according to the true Republican principle, in the 
potent will of the majority. I am satisfied that the patriotic 
citizens of Robertson county, whom I am proud to represent 
on this floor, will bear, without a murmur, an equal tax with 
the citizens in other sections of our Republic. Now, Sir, I 
maintain that the 6th section of this bill is the corner stone on 
which rests the entire fabric. On it mainly depends the utility 
or inefficiency of the whole plan now contemplated.—Strike it 
from the bill, and you at once defeat and destroy the only 
measure which will give our country relief from her many 
embarrassing difficulties. Retain it—pass the bill—carry its 
provisions into decisive operation, and Texas will soon rise like 
the Phoenix from her ashes, more vigorous and powerful than 
ever. 
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[Mr. Porter spoke to the funding law as follows: ]” 
Mr. SPEAKER :— 


After the extent to which this debate has been carried, I do 
not desire to make many remarks upon the question, but, as 
there appears to be some doubts whether the Promissory Notes 
were issued with the faith of the Government pledged to redeem 
them, upon that and upon several other points, I shall endeavor, 
so far as my poor abilities extend, to set the gentlemen right. 
It has been asserted, that the faith of the Government was 
not pledged for the redemption of the Promis[s]ory Notes, and 
that the wording upon the face of those notes—“Receivable for 
all Government dues,” was a mere ruse of the engraver, without 
the sanction of law. I would beg leave to refer honorable gen- 
tlemen to the 3d section of the Act authorizing the issue of 
the Promisso[r]ly Notes. That says, in express terms, that the 
Promissory Notes shall be receivable for all Government dues. 
Is not this as high a faith as the Government can pledge? A 
pledge, written in a statute, and published under the great 
_ seal of the Secretary of State. And what further validity is 
given to the Act authorizing the funding of the liabilities, at 
eight and ten per cent.? What peculiar sanction—what peculiar 
edict is there attached to the funding Act to give it a validity 
superior to that issuing the promissory notes of the Govern- 
ment? And yet, Sir, we are told by the honorable gentleman . 
from Brazoria, that there is a great and mighty distinction 
‘between the two; and that, if we pass the law now under con- 
sideration, authorizing the funding of all Government liabilities, 
the funded debt, the promissory notes, and every other species 
of Government liabilities, at one, two and three per cent., we 
will violate the Constitution. I must differ with the géntleman. 
As well might we contend that the bankrupt law and all species 
of laws that have been passed in our country, and in the land 
of our nativity, (whose Constitution is exactly the same as 
ours upon that subject,) for the protection of the bankrupt and 
insolvent debtor, were unconstitutional. We are poor, Sir, 
poor indeed ; we are unable to pay our debts, and we but ask 
of our creditors to extend to us the privilege to place their 
claims in such a position that we can pay them—Why, Mr. 
Speaker, should we at this time, when the House seems de- 
termined to rub out old Scores and began [sic] again, why should 
we continue the suicidal policy authorized under the eight and 
ten per cent. Act, when we. are totally unable even to pay the 
interest on our funded debt? Gentlemen say they know that 
we are totally unable to pay the interest upon that debt, but 
they wish the law not to be repealed. Sir, the annual interest 
on the funded debt amounts to one hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars in actual cash, almost as much as our entire annual 
income. Who, I must ask honorable gentlemen, is willing to 
pile up such a mountain of debt? And for this interest, too, 
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I would inform gentlemen, the public faith is pledged annually 
to pay in gold and silver; yet, not one dollar of which interest 
has yet been paid by the Government. Does it not seem, Mr, 
Speaker, more manly candid and honest in us to make such 
an arrangement as will ensure some pay to the creditor, and 
not bring ruin and disgrace upon our impoverished country? 
To me, Sir, it certainly does. 


Honorable gentlemen make a wide distinction in the liabilities 
of the Government—the funded debt and the promissory notes. 
They were both, as I have already stated, made by a solemn 
enactment of the Government; and the promissory note in the 
hands of the citizen or any other holder, is as much a liability 
of the Government, as the funded debt or any other. Yet, 
Sir, on yesterday, when I introduced an amendment to the 3d 
section of the Act which made the direct tax and all other taxes 
collectable from the people in gold and silver or exchequer 
bills, which provided that the people might pay their taxes in the 
promissory notes of the Government, at the great depreciation 
of six for one, those very gentlemen, who now contend so 
strenuously for the striking out of the 6th section of this Bill, 
which provides for the re-funding at the 1, 2 and 8 per cent. 
rates, that liability which was formerly funded at eight and 
ten per cent., could see nothing heinous, nothing startling, 
nothing unconstitutional, in their refusing to receive the prom- . 
issory note liabilities, from their own people, at so great a 
depreciation. But, Sir, when we touch the funded debt, then, 
Sir, we tread upon sacred ground. 

Honorable gentlemen say that many of those liabilities were 
bought and funded at nearly their nominal value. I grant the 
fact; but how much the greatest quantity was bought by the 
speculator, the shaver and the usurer, of other lands, the books 
will show. By far the largest amount was bought by foreigners, 
who entered into the speculation on this principle: that if we 
make, we make a great deal, and if we lose, we lose but little; 
for the fact is well known, and not attempted to be denied, that 
a great amount of the funded liability was bought at the great 
depreciation of fifteen or twenty cents on the dollar. Those 
liabilities were not funded, in many instances by the original 
holder, but by those who had purchased them without paying 
scarcely any consideration for them. 

Is there a man on this floor, Mr. Speaker, that does not recol- 
lect the time when the soldier who had fought through the 
many hard battles of your revolution, bartered his claims upon 
this Government for a mere song, and that to support the merest 
necessities of life? And many of those brave soldiers lay dead 
in the city of Houston, who had left home, friends, kindred and 
all that renders life happy in our dear mother country, and 
came to battle for our rights, without the poor pittance left to 
pay for their interment. Some of these claims are funded, and 
were bought then for any price the charitable purchaser might 
give. No, Sir, gentlemen vote with a great deal of pleasure, 
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when the people are to be refused the right of paying their 
taxes in the promissory notes, and see nothing strange in it, 
but shrink back in horror and dismay when you touch the dear 
holders of the funded debt. 

It is with a warning solicitude that we are reminded of what 
other nations may think of us. Have we not the illustrious 
example of the United States before us? They even repudiated 
their national debt of three hundred millions. We do not 
repudiate, but only fix a time and interest that we may expect 
to meet. It is astonishing with what great care gentlemen 
guard the rights of England, France and the United States. 
Nothing of national importance can be done, but we hear on this 
floor, what will England, France and the United States think? 
I must here beg the indulgence of the House to relate an anec- 
dote, I believe, in point. An honest countryman had, by in- 
dustry and economy, accumulated a considerable property, and 
his wife, elated with their increased prosperity, was lavish in 
extravagant expenditures, and had cultivated the acquaintance 
of what is called fashionable society; their property decreased, 
and the countryman, seeing ruin’s inevitable approach, often 
tried to suggest retrenchments and salutary economy. On 
these occasions, his wife would cry out—well, what will Mrs. 
Grundy say? This he bore for a long time, until, out-done with 
the constant cry—what will Mrs. Grundy say? at last, goaded 
to desperation, he exclaimed—damn Mrs. Grundy! Such ap- 
peals, Mr. Speaker, always make me think with the countryman 
. —damn Mrs. Grundy! If we legislate for our own good, we 
have enough and I am fearful more, than we can do. I am one, 
Sir, who laments, as much as any gentleman, the circumstances 
which impels us to the course we are about to pursue. I have 
prayed that this hour might pass by, and that we should not 
be driven to such a course. The continuation of the policy we 
now pursue, will add millions to the debt we are now struggling 
in, without a hope of redemption. Who is so short-sighted that 
he cannot see the day in future when we would be over run 
by foreign troops, demanding payment for their debts. The 
people ridden to death with the load of their taxes, and our 
once fair land a conquered province of some haughty creditor. 
Under a different policy, the day may and I trust in God will 
come, when the lone star of Texas shall float proudly over a 
land which acknowledges the superiority of no nation on earth. 


Question was then taken on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Forbes, on the evening preceeding [sic], to the effect that Gov- 
ay would pledge aor the redemption of the fund, all its 

lable resources and means, “not h i 
E ERN eretofore set aside for 


E E i Dancy, Forbes, Niebling, Hunter, Robinson, 
Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Bower. Brown C i 

3 ; A , Cooke, Daniels, - 

nell, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Jones of A r e 

of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, McConnell, Morris, Pattillo; 
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Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Smith, Usher, Van Ness, Woods and 
Wynns.—28. 

Mr. Robinson proposed a substitute for his amendment of the 
evening previous, limiting the section to guaranteeing the public 
faith for the redemption of the principal and interest of the 
new stock.” 

Mr. Cook called for the previous question. 

Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Cooke, Daniels, 
Darnell, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Jones of Gonzales, 
Landrum, McConnell, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, 
Pattillo, Porter, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Williamson, Wood 
and Wynns.—23. 

Nays.—Forbes, Niebling, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Kuy- 
kendall, Latimer, Morris, Pennall, Raymond, Usher and Van 
Ness.—11. i 


Mr. Robinson moved a reconsideration of the vote, and ap- 
pealed to the justice of the House to permit the minority a fair 
opportunity for action. He thought the moving of the previous 
question was an extraordinary proceeding, only resorted to by 
the majority when it was apparent that the minority were using 
the privileges afforded by the House to obstruct and misdirect 
its action. 

House adjourned until 3 o’clock. 

3 o'clock, p. m. 

House met—quorum present. 

Question on reconsideration: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, 
Darnell, Forbes, Fowler, Hewett, Neibling, Hunter, Jones of 
Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, McConnell, Raymond, Roberts, 
Usher, Wood, Wynns—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Darnell, Fowler, Grimes, Landrum, 
Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Robinson—9. 

Mr. Head moved a call of the House. . 

Question was then taken on. amendment of Mr. Robinson. 

Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, Forbes, Neibling, 
Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Mayfield, Parker of F. B., Raymond, 
Robinson, Van Ness and Van Zandt—13. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Darnell, Dennis, 
Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Jones of G., Landrum, McCon- 
nell, Parker of H., Patillo, Porter, Smith, Usher, Williamson, 
Wood—20 Lost. , 

Mr. Mayfield proposed, as a substitute for the whole bill, 
the funding project of Col. Menard, proposed for the adoption 
of the House last session. The gentleman supported at length, 
the adoption of this project by the House, in a speech we will 
present to our readers in a few days? , 

Ayes and noes were taken on the adoption of the substitute. 

Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Forbes, Niebling, Hunter, Jones of 
Galveston, Mayfield and Robinson—7. 


A i d 
“Neither the amendment nor the substitute has been found. 
=Neither the substitute nor Mr. Mayfield’s speech has been found. 
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Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, Brown, Cooke, Dancy, 
Daniel, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Jones 
of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, 
Parker of F. B., Parker of H., Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, 
Roberts, Smith, Usher. Van Ness, Williamson and Wood—30. 


Mr. Van Ness offered an amendment to the first section of the 
bill, allowing holders of the first stock to compute interest up 
to 1842. 


Amendment was adopted.” E 
The question was taken on the engrossment; of the bill. 


Yeas Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Cook, Dancy, Daniel, 
Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, 
Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, 
Porter, Roberts, Smith, Usher, Van Ness, Williamson, Wood 
and Wynns—30. 


Nays—Messrs. Caldwell, Forbes, Neibling, Hunter, Jones of 
Galveston, Mayfield, Robinson and Van Zandt—8. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Cooke introduced a bill for the incorporation of the 
Colorado canal company. 


Mr. Cooke, as chairman of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred a bill for the protection of the northern and western 


frontier, reported amendments, and recommended the passage 
of the bill.” 


Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Lucy [Dicy] Hopkins 
for divorce. Referred to committee on the Judiciary.” 

Mr. Cooke presented-the petition of Dennis Walsh which was 
referred to committee on Claims and Accounts.” 


Military Committee requested to be discharged from consider- 
ation of petition of Allen Killough. 


Mr. Van Ness introduced a bill to change the time and place 
for holding the Supreme Court. 


The Bill authorizing the President to issue exchequer bills 
was read 3d time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Robinson, the Bill to recall the Loan Com- 
missioners was taken up, and ordered to bė engrossed. 

The fee bill was then taken up, and a committee of conference 
appointed, to meet a like committee from the Senate. 

House adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


See p. 298, n. 8. 
“The report has not been found. 


*Dicy Hopkins prayed to Congress for a divorce from Abijah Hopkins, her 
husband of fourteen years, on the ground of cruelty and desertion. eine advised 
that her case was not fully provided for in the statute relating to divorce. The 
petition is dated January 4, 1842. Endorsed: 63 Petition of Dicy Hopkins for 
oe ped ae ees 5. Memorials and Petitions. * 

ennis alsh came to Austin in 1839 under a contract with Edwin Waller 
Government Agent. He did much hard and valuable work for the government 
and had received no pay therefor, except a set of blacksmith’s tools, which were 
now claimed by the government. He prayed Congress to grant him the tools. 
With the petition is a duplicate of the agreement with Edwin Waller. Endorsed : 
163 Petition of Dennis Walsh and Accomp. Documents Claims & Accts Jany 5 
favourable. Memorials and Petitions. 7 
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THURSDAY, Jan. 6th. [1842] 


House met; roll called; present,—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, 
Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Forbes, Fowler, 
Grimes, Head, Hewett, Neibling, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, 
Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, Pattillo, Pennall, Porter, Ray- 
mond, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Van Zandt, Woods and Wynns: 
quorum present; journals of preceding day read and adopted.” 


Committee on Finance reported a resolution to require the 
Auditor to audit the interest due on the Funded debt, to be 
receivable for Taxes. 


Committee on Claims and Accounts, reported favorably on 
petition of Robert H. Tobin, and reported a resolution for 
$487 80, for the adoption of the House.* 


Reported favorably on the claim of Joseph M. Harris for 
$193 00." 


COMMITTEE RooM Jan 5th 1842 
Hon K, L, ANDERSON Speaker of the house of Representatives 


The committee on claims & accounts to whom .was referd 
the Clames of Joseph M. Harris have had the Same under 
consideration and beg leave to report the Same back to the 
F and Recomend the passage of the following Joint Reso- 
ution— 

ISAAC PARKER Chairman 

Be it resolved by the Senate and house of Represeïítatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled that the auditor be 
and he is hereby required to audit the Cla[i]m of Joseph M. 
Harris payable to the administratrix or heirs of the estate 
for one hundred and ninety three dollars for supplies furnished 
the army in 1838— Receaveable [sic] for all public Dues here- 
tofore accrewd [sic] 


2nd Be it further Resolved That this Joint Resolution take 
effect from and after its pas[slage 


Committee on County Boundaries reported a bill better to 
define the boundary line between Lamar and Paschal counties.” 


Select Committee, John W. Dancy, Chairman, reported a 
uniform system of Weights and Measures for the Republic, 
founded on the system of France.“ 


“The journal for this day is taken from the report in the Daily Bulletin, January 
7. 1842, 

“The reports have not been found. SET a P 

The report is with the joint resolution. Bills, Sixt ongress, No. s 
Endorsed: 6 Joint Resolution of Joseph M. Harris Read ist time Jany 6th Read 
2d time Jany 29 Rule suspended Read 3d time & passed—Engd. Tho H Hord 
E CHR Report of Committee on Clames & Acpts. Joseph M. Harris. 

The report has not been found. ar m ittee-R 

“Report the Select Committee on Weights an easures. Committee-hoom, 
‘Austin, fous 1, 1842, To the Hon. K. L. Anderson, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives: . . . [At end:] Jon W. Dancy, Chairman... [n. p. n. d.J 4 p. 
20.4 cm Caption title. 
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COMMITTEE-ROOM, AUSTIN, Jan. 1, 1842. 


To the Hon. K. L. ANDERSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Select Committee to whom was referred the bill to be 
entitled “An Act to establish a uniform system of Weights and 
Measures,” after considering the same, respectfully make the 
following report. 

Convinced of the importance of establishing a system of 
weights and measures for the Republic of Texas, which shall 
be simple and uniform, the Committee have given the subject 
that patient reflection which it so justly merits. Nothing, 
perhaps, facilitates commercial intercourse between the dif- 
ferent nations of the earth more than a permanent system of 
weights and measures, which is easily understood by all classes 
of persons. As civilization advances, and the human mind 
becomes more expanded and enlightened, we must expect to 
see almost everything around us altered and improved. The 
spirit of change is necessary to improvement, and, without it, 
the dark clouds of ignorance and superstition which hung over 
the human mind during the middle ages, would never have been 
dispelled, and there never could have been any amelioration of 
the condition of mankind, physically, morally or intellectually. 
The legislators of the most powerful nations of modern times 
have directed their attention to the subject now under consid- 
eration. 

During the revolution in France, to avoid the confusion 
which was produced by the diversity of weights and measures 
in the different provinces, and to overcome the prejudices of 
the people for the particular customs of their respective dis- 
tricts, the ancient provinces were abolished, France was divided 
into Departments, and a uniform system of weights and 
measures was established for the French Republic, founded 
upon new principles. It would have been unjust for the Leg- 
islature to have declared that the weights and measures of one 
province should be the standards for the whole country, with- 
out giving some good reason for the selection. The weights 
and measures were all arbitrary, and any choice or distinction 
would have flattered the pride of one province, and would 
have given offence to the others. The scientific men of that 
mighty era, with an independence characteristic of those who 
had burst the bands of despotism which had held their country 
enslaved for centuries, contrived that admirable system, known 
as. the Decimal System of France, founded upon unalterable 
principles, —upon the immutable laws of nature, —which is the 
most beautiful and perfect that human ingenuity has ever de- 
vised. The weights and measures are all based upon the linear 
measure. One-quarter of a meridian, or the distance on the 
surface of the earth from the Equator to the North pole, is 
divided into ten millions of equal parts; one of these is called 
a meter, which is the basis of linear measure. This unit is 
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increased or diminished, in a decimal ratio, by prefixing the 
Greek or Latin numerals to the name of the basis. “The Latin 
numerals express division—the Greek, multiplication. The 
Latin are—decem(10), Centum(100), Mille(1000). The Greek 
are—deka(10), hekaton(100). chilion(1,000), myria(10,000). 
For division—dect (1-10), centi(1-100), milli (1-1,000) ; for mul- 
tiplication—deka(10 times), hekto(100 times), kilio (1,000 
times), myria(10,1000 times), are used, the word meter being 
always understood. All the names which express division end 
in t; those which express multiplication end in a or o; thus: 


Ten millt-meters make one centi-meter; 


”  centi-meters á deci-meter ; 
”  deci-meters g meter; 

” meters, ”  . deka-meter ; 
”  deka-meters id hekto-meter ; 
”  hekto-meters ” kilio-meter; 
”  kilio-meters " myria-meter. 


The same process is applied to all other measures. The units 
are—Ist, of square measure, the are, (100 square meters) ; 2d, 
of solid measure, the stere, (one cubic meter) ; 3d, of measures 
of capacity, the leeter, (one cubic deci-meter) ; 4th, of weight, 
the gram, (one cubic centi-meter of distilled water.) 


The English Act of Uniformity, which went into operation 
Ist Jan., 1826, made the standard weights and measures of 
London the standards for weights and measures throughout 
the realm; this is called the Imperial System. ‘If we take a 
pendulum, which will vibrate seconds in the latitude of London, 
on a level of the sea, in a vacuum, and divide that part thereof 
which lies between the axis of suspension and the centre of 
. oscillation into 391,393 equal parts, then will 10,000 of those 
parts be an imperial inch, and thirty-six inches one yard. The 
metal must be at 62° of Fahrenheit’s thermometer. This yard 
is denominated the Imperial Standard Yard, and all other 
measures of lineal extension must be computed thereby. Divide 
the weight of a cubic inch of distilled water at 62° (Fahrenheit) 
into 252,458 equal parts, then will 1,000 of such parts be a troy 
grain; 7,000 of these grains will be a pound avoirdupois, and 
5,760 grains will be a pound troy, which is declared to be the 
Imperial Standard Troy Pound, and is the standard measure of 
weight from which all others are computed, ‘A measure which 
shall contain ten pounds avoirdupois of distilled water at the 
temperature of 62° (Fahrenheit), and the barometer at 30 
inches, is declared to be the Imperial Standard Gallon. The 
standard gallon is used for wine, beer, ale and all sorts of 
liquids, as well as for dry measure. This is a decided improve- 
ment upon the old system.—Coal, culm, lime, fish, potatoes, 
fruit, &., are sold by heaped measure, heaped in the form of a 
cone, the summit of the cone being six inches above the level 
of the base, the outside of the bushel to be the extremity of the 
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base of such cone. Other goods sold by stricken measure are 
to be stricken with a round, straight stick, of the same diameter 
from end to end. The other weights and measures bear the 
same proportion to the imperial standard weights and measures, 
which they bore to the corresponding weights and measures 
before the Act of Uniformity. 


It is to be regretted that any distinction was made between 
a pound troy and a pound avoirdupois. A pound should be a 
pound to the jeweller, the blacksmith, the farmer, the merchant 
and the man of science. To have two different pounds in the 
same country, is to create confusion and complexity, and is 
unworthy the intelligence of the nineteenth century. 


The English system is not so regular, so simple, or so 
philosophical as that of France. The length of a pendulum 
which vibrates seconds differs in the different parallels of 
latitude. The distance from the equator to the poles will remain 
the same until the Earth itself shall assume a different form. 
The French metrical system, then, must be eternal as the globe 
which we inhabit. 


With these views, the Committee will not hesitate to recom- 
mend the French Decimal System as the basis of a system 
of weights and measures for the Republie of Texas. Aware of 
the fondness with which we cling to names to which we have 
been accustomed from our earliest infancy, the Committee feel 
satisfied that it would be better to retain as far as possible our 
own names, and make a slight alteration in quantity, than to 
introduce a nomenclature entirely new. This can be done 
without difficulty, and, as the Committee believe, without any 
perceptible inconvenience. The Committee have thought it best 
to introduce the French system in the substitute in order to 
exhibit, at a glance, the quantity of the different weights and 
measures of the Republic of Texas. The French meter is taken 
for the standard yard of Texas,—is the basis of linear measure, 
and all other weights and measures are regulated thereby. 


The Committee, therefore, respectfully report to the House 
a substitute for the bill, and recommend its passage. 


JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman of Select Committee. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That the Decimal System of France shall be the basis of a 
System of Weights and Measures for the Republic of Texas. 
The Meter of France is the one ten millionth part of a quarter 
of a Meridian, or of the distance on the surface of the earth 
from the Equator to the north pole, & is the basis of linear 
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measure which is increased or diminished in a decimal ratio as 
follows 


10 Milli-Meters make 1 Centi-Meter 
10 Centi-Meters ” 1 Deci-Meter 

10 Deci-Meters ” 1 Meter 

10 Meters ” 1 Deka-Meter 
10 Deka-Meters ” 1 Hekto-Meter 
10 Hekto-Meters ” 1 Kilio-Meter 
10 Kilio-Meters ” 1 Myria-Meter 


The Meter shall be the Standard Yard of Texas & shall be 
divided into forty equal parts called inches. Thus; 


10 inches make 1 quarter of a yard 
4 quarters ” 1 Yard 


5 Yards ” 1 Rod or Perch 
10 Yards ” 1 Chain 
40 Perches ” 1 Furlong f \ 


8 Furlongs” 1 Mile 
This shall be the linear measure for Texas. 
The square measure shall be as follows: 


25 square yards make 1 square rod 
4000 square yards ” 1 Square acre 
1 Mile square ? 640 acres 


For measures of Capacity one cubic decimeter constitutes the 
French Leeter which is increased or diminished in a decimal 
ratio as follows 


10 Milli-leeters make 1 Centi-leeter ' 
10 Centi-leeters ” 1 Deci-leeter 
10 Deci-leeters ” 1 Leeter i 
10 Leeters > 1 Deka-leeter 
10 Deka-leeters ” . 1 Hekto-leeter 
10 Hekto-leeters ” 1 Kilio-leeter 
10 Kilio-leeters ” 1 Myria-leeter 


The Leeter or cubic decimeter shall be the Standard Quart for 
ey and shall be divided mits ten equal parts called gills, 
us, 


5 gills shall make 1 pint 

2 pints ” ” 1 quart 
5 quarts ” ” 1 gallon 
2 gallons ” ? I peck 
4 pecks ” ” 1 Bushel 


This shall be the measure used for measuring all liquids & 
for dry measure for every thing excepting coal, lime, fish pota- 
toes & fruit which shall be sold by heaped measure, heaped in 
the form of-a cone the summit of the cone being six inches 
in height and the outside of the measure being the extremity 
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of the base of the cone, which measure shall be cylindrical and 
twenty inches in diameter, 

For solid measure, . 

2 Cubie Yards shall make 1 Cord. oe 

For Weights, the French Kiliograrn is equal to the specific 
weight of the distilled water contained in one cubic deci-meter 
& is increased or diminished in a decimal ratio as follows, 

10 Milli-grams make 1. Centi-gram 


10 Centi-grams ” 1 Deci-gram 

10 Deci-grams ” 1 Gram 

10 Grams ” 1 Deka-gram 
10 Deka-srams ” 1 Hekto-gram 
10 Hekto-crams ” 1 Kilio-gram 
10 Kilio-grams ” 1 Myria-gram 


Five Hekto-grams shall be equal to the Standard pound of 
Texas. There shall be but one pound for the Republic & no 
distinction shall be made between Avoirdupois & Troy weight, 


thus 


25 grains shall make 1 ounce 
20 Ounces ” ” 1 pound 


20 hundred pounds shall make 1 Tun. 


Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish standard weights & 
measures to the Clerks of the County Courts of the different 
counties of this Republic as soon as he can conveniently do 
-sọ after they are procured by the Government. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That each one of the Clerks 
of the County Courts of the different counties of this Republic, 
shall, as soon as such standard weights & measures are received 
by him, be required to give notice that they are in his office, 
and require the citizens to come forward and have their weights 


and measures compared with the standard weights & measures ° 
and regulated thereby. 


Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That all dry goods sold by 
the bushel, except coal, lime, fish, potatoes and fruit shall be 


sold by stricken measure, stricken ‘with a round straight stick 
of the same diameter from end to end.” 


*The original bill was framed by Dancy and was very simple, proposing the 
enactment of the decimal system as the basis of the system of weights and 
measures for the Republic of Texas, 


The following are amendments to the substitute: 

Be it further enacted that an interpreter shall be appointed by the President 
by and with the advise and consent of the senate to interpret to the secretary 
of state such terms and language used in this bill as shall not be understood in 
our language and to give a clear and literal translation to the same and that 
the secretary of state is required to publish the same in a suppliment [sic] to 
this bill and that the said secretary be hereby a[u]therised to call into service the 
en and learning of the Honbl Gentleman from Fayette to elucidate same 

arne 

Sec Be it further enacted—that the Hon. Member [from] Fayette be appointed 
to travel through the Republic & lecture on the ROER ana that he Dhall þe 
entitled to every odd quart in every gallon of whiskey to be found in the Republic 
for his compensation—Latimer 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2114. Endorsed: 109 A Bill to establish a uniform 
system of Weights & Measures Read ist time Nov 25 Read 2 time Dec 3 refd 
to Special Comt Dancy Chm Substitute adopted & within ordered to be Engd 


Jany 28th Rule suspd Read 3d time January 29th taken up & d E 
Tho. H. Word E. C. H. R. e ere PEROT EOD: 


\ 
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Mr. Forbes introduced a bill to repeal an act to dispense with 
the necessity of protesting instruments for dishonor. 

Mr. Raymond introduced a resolution directing the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads, to enquire into the expediency 
of reducing the rate of postage and fixing it in par funds. 
Adopted. 

Mr. Dennis introduced an act supplementary to an “act to 
provide for persons disabled in the service of Texas.” 

Mr. Bower introduced an act to provide for the protection 
of the western frontier. Read ist time. 


On motion of Mr. Cooke, the bill for the protection of the 
Northern and Western Frontier, was taken up with amendments. 
Bill was read—some amendments were proposed, and the bill 
was finally laid on the table until to-morrow. 

Mr. Forbes moved to take up a resolution offered by him on 
Monday last, concerning a communication of the President, and 
make it the special order of the day for 3 o’clock p. m. Lost. 

Yeas, 14. Nays, 20. 

Mr., Robinson introduced a bill concerning surveys. 

Bill to incorporate the Colorado Mining Company—amend- 
ments of the Senate concurred in. 

Mr. Robinson offered a resolution that the House in committee 
of the whole would attend at the bar of the Senate, at half past 
3 o'clock this evening, to prefer charges against the Hon. John 
M. Hansford. Adopted. : 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of George McKnight; amend- 
ments of the Senate concurred in. 

Bill to regulate the descent and distribution of intestates 
estates: amendments of the Senate concurred in. , 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill to repeal the charter of the city 
of Austin.“ 

Mr. Wood introduced a joint resolution to exempt the citizens 
of Liberty from double tax, for the years 1839 and ’40. 

Communication from the general Land Office, presenting to 
the House two copies of the report of the proceedings of the 
Travelling Board of Land Commissioners.” 

Bill to repeal the act authorizing the five million loan was 
passed. ‘Two nays.—Messrs. Morris and Smith. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas G. Western, was 
passed. 

An act concerning the Code of Texas, was passed. 

Yeas, 26. Nays, 7. 

An act for the relief of O. C. Williams, was passed. 

“Certain citizens of Austin petitioned that Congress reject the bill introduced 
into the House of Representatives for the repeal of the charter for Austin City. 
It was not, they stated, signed by citizens of the place nor was it in conformity 
with the desires or wishes of holders of city property. Endorsed: Petition of the 
Citizens of the city of Austin for a repeal of the City Charter Referred to comte 
on the Judiciary. Memorials and Petitions. This was a Senate Memorial, but its 
presentation in the Senate was not found. 

“The communication has not been found. The report is the Abstract of Land 
Certificates, reported as Genuine and Legal, by the Travelling Commissionera 


Appointed under the “Act to Detect Fraudulent Land Certificates;’ passed Jan- 
wary, 1840. Austin: Cruger & Wing, printers, 1841. 356 p. 28 cm. 
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An act to provide for the funding and redemption of the 
public debt of the Republic of Texas, was passed. 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Dancy, Daniels, , 
Darnell, Fowler, Grimes, Hewett, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, 
Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, 
Parker of Houston, Pattillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, 
Smith, Usher, Van Ness, Wood and Wynns.—27. ; 

Nays—Caldwell, Forbes, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Robin- 
son and Van Zandt.—6. , 

A bill to provide for the holding of an annual adjourned 
session of the Supreme Court in the Eastern section of the 
Republic. — 

Mr. Van Ness moved to suspend the rule so as to permit him 
to offer a substitute for the bill, removing the Supreme Court 
to the town of Washington. À 

Yeas—Forbes, Grimes, Head, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, 
Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend. 
Pennall, Raymond, Robinson, Smith, Van Ness, Wood and 
Wynns.—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bowers, Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, 
Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Hewett, Landrum, Latimer, 
McConnell, Parker of Houston, Pattillo, Porter, Roberts, Van 
Zandt.—18. 

So the House refused. The bill being then on its passage, 
Mr. Wynns moved a call of the House, which was carried. 

Several members being brought in, Mr. Fowler moved a re- 
consideration of the vote just taken. 

Yeas—Messrs. Bower, Cooke, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Neibling, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuy- 
kendall, Mayfield, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Pattillo, Pennall, 
Raymond, Robinson, Smith, Van Ness, Williamson, Wood and 
Wynns.—23. 
` Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, 
Darnell, Dennis, Hewett, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Parker 
of H., Porter, Roberts, Van Zandt. 

Question on the suspension of the rule. 

Yeas—Messrs. Bower. Cooke, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Neibling, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Kuy- 
kendall, Mayfield, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Pattillo, 
Pennall, Raymond, Robinson, Smith, Van Ness, Williamson, 
Wood, Wynns—23. : 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Caldwell, Dancy, Daniels, 
Dennis, Hewett, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Parker of 
Houston, Porter, Roberts, and Van Zandt—15. 

Not being two-thirds in the affirmative, the motion was 
bi and the question was then taken on the passage of the 
Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Caldwell, Darnell, Hewett, 
- Neibling, Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, 

Parker of Houston, Pattillo, Porter, Roberts, Van Ness and 
Van Zandt.—16. 
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Nays—Messrs. Bower, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Dennis, Forbes, 
Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hunter, Jones of Gonzales, Kuykendall, 
Mayfield, Morris, Parker of Fort Bend, Pennall, Raymond, 
Robinson, Smith, Williamson, Wood and Wynns. —22. 

Mr. Morris moved to reconsider the vote just taken so as to 
introduce the substitute for the bill. 

Mr. Cook” said he could not understand the conduct of hone 
gentlemen on this subject, and especially thos ‘honorable gen- 
tlemen from the West, and amongst them the Bexar delegation.. 
Their conduct is not faithful to the interests they were sent 
here to represent; it is fraught with political legerdemain and 
juggling, or I am unconscious in what such conduct is- mani- 
fested. I have voted against the division of the Supreme Court, 
—first, because I believed it to be unconstitutional; and sec- 
ondly, because it was presented to me as a compromise on a 
subject that could not be compromised, even granting that hon- 
orable gentlemen meant to keep good faith: I allude to the 
seat of government question, with regard to which, all plights: 
and vows of quiescence, silence, or forbearance, are made with-. 
out sincerity. The bill for the division of the Supreme Court, 
however, was engrossed; and its engrossment supported by the 
Bexar, Bastrop and Gonzales delegations, upon a spirit of com- 
promise and convenience to the honorable members of the East, 
and came upon the final vote for the passage of the bill, I find 
the honorable gentleman from Bexar going the whole question 
through, strange to tell, he now introduces a bill to remove the 
entire Supreme Court to Washington—and that, too, between 
the time of his vote for the engrossment of the bill for the 
division of the court, and his vote for its final passage, which is. 
a betrayal of the eastern interest, as well as the interest he 
should represent. If the honorable gentleman from. Bexar want- 
ed to remove the entire Supreme Court from Austin, why did 
he not come forward with his bill openly and fairly, without. 
mixing the question up with other measures as he has? -I can- 
not account for his conduct upon any of the fair principles of 
legislation, nor can it be done to my satisfaction; and I have, 
therefore, denominated it political juggling, because no other 
word will signify my meaning on this conduct, better. 


Mr. Van Ness” said, that so far as the strictures of the 
genleman from Travis were pointed at him, he neither regarded. 
nor cared for them. That upon that floor he acted upon his 
own responsibility, and as might best suit his ideas of propriety 
or policy, and the advice of the gentleman from _ Travis was 
neither asked, nor, if given, regarded by him. 

So far as the bill for dividing the Supreme Court was con- 
cerned, he had hitherto at all times and upon all occasions, sup- 
ported it as a measure expedient, and not. unconstitutional_— 
And even this day he had given his vote for it—but upon more 
mature reflection, he had become convinced that not only might 


-®The remarks of Mr. Cooke are -from the Daily Bulletin, January 8, 
“The remarks of Mr. Van Ness are from the Daily Bulletin, January Ey tiaa, 
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the views of those mostly interested in the passage of this bill 
be met, but the interest of the whole country advanced by re- 
moving the Supreme Court undivided, to some point other than 
the seat of Government. By this step, while the objections 
which many entertain to a division of the Court are overcome, 
and the call of a large and populous section of the Republic re- 
sponded: to, you achieve the great and permanent object of 
placing the highest judicial tribunal of your land beyond and 
above the deleterious influence exercised, and which always will 
be exercised, by a contact with the Legislative and Executive 
Departments of the Government. He had witnessed instances 
in which the popular will had been brought to bear, through the 
Legislative Departments, directly upon the action of the Su- 
preme Court, and so would it ever be, unless some stronger 
barriers were erected between the Departments.—That until this 
was done, that tribunal could not take that high and independent 
stand which it ought to maintain, considering the thousand 
élashing interests existing in this country in land matters, and 
in fact, when perhaps it may be truly said that every citizen is a 
suitor, you will find parties in interest making parties upon this 
floor—and with the Supreme Court at their very door, and 
every breeze bearing rumors of the anticipated or imagined 
course of that tribunal—efforts will be made, as they have been 
hitherto, to warp and control the conduct of the Judges. For 
these, and other reasons, he wished to see it removed, and 
should strenuously advocate it: And as to the propriety or in- 
consistency of his course upon this floor, upon any and all oc- 
easions, he was perfectly willing to contrast with that of the 
gentleman from Travis, and abide the judgment. 

The question was then taken on reconsidering the vote, and 
was carried. Yeas, 24. Nays, 18. 


Committee on the State of the Republic, reported a bill writ- 


ten by the petitioner, to change the name of Henry Roberts, to - 


Franklin Washington Roberts.” : 
On motion, the House adjourned to 3 o’clock p. m. 


3 o'clock, p. m” 
House met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mili[t]ary Committee reported on the claim of Chas. Howard 
and A. B. Fleury, reported that there was no evidence before 
them, that the claimants had not been paid,” 


Mr. Wynns presented the petition of Mr. Cronican; referred 
to committee on Claims and Accounts.” 


“The report has not been found. 
Se sessions 
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Mr. Robinson presented the articles of impeachment against 
the Hon. John M. Hansford, for the adoption of the House. 

The articles being read, the House resolved ìtself into commit- 
tee of the whole. 


The Republic of Texas ) 
In the name and by the ) 
authority of the same. )° 


Articles exhibited by the House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas, in the name of themselves, and in the name 
of all the people of the Republic of Texas, against John M. 
Hansford, Judge of the seventh Judicial District of the Republic 
of Texas, and constitutionally one of the associate Judges of the 
Supreme Court thereof in support of their impeachment against 
him for misdemeanors in Office— 

Article first 

That the said Jno: M. Hansford Judge of the District Court for 
the Republic of Texas and one of the associate Judges of the 
Supreme Court thereof did at a called session of the District 
Court of Harrison County ordered by the said John M. Hans- 
ford Judge of the District aforesaid to be held” at the Court 
House in said County on or about the 2nd" Monday of July” last, 
for the especial purpose of trying one Charles W. Jackson, 
charged with the crime of murder, then and there unmindful of 
the solemn and high duties of his station, and that he held the 
same by the Constitution and laws of the Republic of Texas, 
wrongfully, wilfully, and unjustly-in a manner caleulated to 
endanger the lives and rights of the Citizen and with the intent 
directly to bring the high and sacred Office which he fills into 
disrepute ridicule and contempt, go on the bench in a state of 
drunkenness and inebriation, in a state unfitted to administer 
the laws in their purity, and to maintain the dignity and char- 
acter of the bench, and did while in said state of inebriation 
and intoxication empannel [sic] a Jury for the trial of the said 
Charles M. Jackson and afterwards, to wit: on Thursday during 
the said term, the said Jno: M. Hansford, yet laboring under 
the effects of intoxication, and still drunk and inebriated, ad- 
journed the Court until the next morning, ordering and directing 
that the Jury Jury [ste] Empannelled as aforesaid be taken in 
charge by the Sheriff, and kept with nothing but bread and wa- 
ter until the final decision of the cause—and then left the place 
of holding said Court under circumstances to warrant the 
Suspicion of improper motives, and wrote baek to the Sheriff to 
adjourn the Court, until the next regular term, and ordering 
the Prisoner, who had previously been out on bail to be kept in 
Irons, thereby destroying public confidente in the purity of the 
Judiciary Department of the Government, which above alt oth- 

“Impeachment Papers, Sixth Congress, No. 2553. Endorsed: No. 1. Minutes 
of the High Court of Impeachment of the Republic of Texas January 6th, 1842 
deca the word “held” figure 2 penciled in. Notes 55 through 69 are in the 


After the word “2nd” the figure 1 penciled in. 
5s August” stricken out and “July” substituted. 


4 
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ers, should be preserved unpolluted, and above suspicion and 
thereby at the same time trifling with the rights, liberties, and 
lives of the Citizens to the great disparagement of public Justice 
abusing the Judicial authority of the Republic 

Article second. 
l That the said John M. Hansford, Judge of, the District Court 
aforesaid ‘and one of the associate Judges of the Supreme 
Court of the Republic of Texas, did on [blank] day of July” or 
August one thousand eight hundred and forty, or about that 
time in the County of Harrison, Republic aforesaid, wholly 
unmindful of the high and solemn duties of his station and of 
the Constitutional rights and liberties of the Citizen, within 
[sic] intention wrongfully, unjustly, and illegally to oppress, 
imprison and otherwise greatly to injure and harass, one cer- 
tain W. R. D. Ward, and one certain B. S. Vivion, Citizens of 
the Republic of Texas issue warrants for the arrest, appre- 
hension and imprisonment of the said Ward and Vivion, as 
being accessory to the murder of one Josiah Prewet, in the 
absence of, and without any affidavit, being made as required 
by the Constitution and laws, or any personal knowledge of the 
facts as contemplated by law to justify or sanction such a pro- 
cedure, but acting in the premises as is expressly charged and 
averred merely upon rumor, thus arbitrarily oppressively, wil- 
fully, and unjustly, and under color and pretense that the said 
Ward and Vivion, were answerable for the Charge aforesaid, 
and under and by virtue of which warrant of arrest, and ap- 
prehension caused the said Ward and Vivion to be arrested, im- 
prisoned and brought before him” on the [blank]day of July or 
‘August A. D. 1841, in the custody of the Sheriff of said County, 
and the said Jno: M. Hansford as aforesaid, did afterwards on 
the same day,” under the color and pretense aforesaid and with 
the intent further, arbitrarily, oppressively and unjustly to 
‘harass and imprison the said W. R. D. Ward, and the said B. S. 
Vivion adjourned thé trial before Joseph W Fields and John J. 
Kennedy, Justices of the Peace for said County, and then and 
there, at or about the time aforesaid himself made an affidavit 
upon which a warrant was issued by Joseph W Fields one of 
the” said Magistrates-for the apprehension of said Ward and 
and [sic] Vivion, and afterwards, to Wit: in the County afore- 
said, at_or about the time aforesaid the said Ward and Vivion, 
having been arrested, imprisoned and brought before the said 
Magistrates, Fields & Kennedy” the said John M. Hansford 
unmindful of his high and sacred station in open violation of 
law, and in derogation of the dignity and character of the 
Judiciary of ‘the Republic with the intent as aforesaid pre- 
judging and pre-determining as to the guilt or innocence of the 
said W. R. D. Ward and the said B. S. Vivion, appearéd before, 
. Figure 3 written in pencil preceding the word “Judges.” 
sakeur e weten iA penall A eon TROL ne Tein “him.” 

sOn the same day” stricken out and figure @ in saree reat acai 


Figure 7 in pencil in margin. 
“Fields” stricken out and figure 8 in pencil in margin. 
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the Magistrat[e]s aforesaid, and acted as prosecuting: Attorney 
or Solicitor for the Republic at which time and place, the said 
John M. Hansford made several speeches against the said Ward 
and Vivien [sic] all which it is averred was to the great dispar- 
agement of the public Justice to the abuse of the Judicial author- 
ity of the land in. express violation of the law, and to the entire 
subversion of the liberties of the people of the Republic of Texas 
Article third. 

And that the said John M Hansford, Judge as aforesaid, dis- 
regarding the high and solemn responsibilities .of said office, 
and in violation of the laws of the Republic aforesaid, declaring 
and fixing the times and places of. holding the District. court for 
the said seventh Judicial district, ordered and held a special 
term of the District Court aforesaid on or about the [blank] 
day of June or July“ 1841, at the house of one Buck Jones, in 
what is known as the seventeenth Range, in the County of 
Panola, a distance of more than fifteen miles from the seat of 
justice for said County; and it is expressly charged that the 
time and place of holding said special Court above stated were 
unusual, and unauthorized and unwarranted by any law of this 
Republic, or by any of the powers vested in him, the said John 
M Hansford, by virtue of his office of Judge as aforesaid; that 
the said John M. Hansford at the unlawful court above speci- 
fied, empannelled a Jury and proceeded to try causes arising 
upon the petitions of certain citizens of said County for said 
certificates; that said causes were then and there adjudicated 
by him and certificates for headrights to lands granted and is- 
sued to the eitizens aforesaid; all of which the holding of said 
court at the time and place specified, and the granted [sic] and 
issue of the land certificates aforesaid, it is expressly charged, 
were in violation and fraud of the laws. of this Republic, and 
that the said John M. Hansford Judge; well knowing the same, 
but intending to aid the purposes of fraud .against the interest 
of the Republic in her public domain, ordered and held the said 
special court, and adjudicated the causes above specified: And 
it is further charged, that at the said unlawful special term of 
the District Court, above specified, the said John M. Hansford 
Judge as aforesaid, imposed and inflicted large and extraordi- 
nary fines, to wit a fine of one hundred and fifty dollars upon 
one Gamblen® then and there a spectator in court, and the said 
sheriff being unable to arrest the said Gamblen* the said John 
M Hansford Judge as aforesaid imposed and inflicted upon the 
said sheriff a fine of five Hundred dollars; and other large and 
illegal fines were then and there imposed, and other illegal and 
unwarrantable acts-done by him the. said John M Hansford, 
Judge as aforesaid, all tending to subvert justice, to violate the 
laws, to defraud the Republic, to oppress private citizens, and 
to bring the Judicial tribunals of the Country into contempt, 
- “Figure 9 in margin in pencil. 
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disgrace and ridicule; and the said John M. Hansford, Judge 
aforesaid, well knowing the illegality of his acts herein charged 
and specified, and their evil tendency, committed the same with 
intent thereunto—and it is further charged that the said John 
M Hansford intended still further to violate the laws of the Re- 
public, and to bring the same into contempt and disrepute, 
ordered and held another unlawful special Term of said Dis- 
trict Court, at the town of Marshall” in the county of Panola at 
which said second ‘special court, he remitted the fines inflicted, 
and revoked the orders for arrest and imprisonment which had 
been given, at the first special Court above specified, all of 
which was to the great disparagement of public Justice, the 
abuse of the Judicial authority of the country, and to the sub- 
version of the rights and liberties of the people. 
Article fourth. i 
That the said John M— Hansford Judge as aforesaid, 
whol[l]y disregarding and unmindful of the high and solemn 
duties of the station and that he held the same under the con- 
„stitution and laws of this Republic, did wrongfully, wilfully, and 
disregardful of public decency and propriety on divers occasions 
and at sundry times, and sessions of the Courts in his district 
special and general terms of the same enter upon the perform- 
ance of his high and sacred duties as Judge aforesaid, in a state 
of intoxication and drunken[n]ess wholy disqualifying him for 
the performance of those duties imposed upon him by virtue of 
the station he filled as Judge aforesaid; and to that due and 
Just administration of the laws alone so eminently Calculated 
to command that respect and to insure that obedience to the 
Judicial authorities of our country objects so essential to the 
just rights of the citizen to the honor and dignity of the Coun- 
try; and more particularly and especially that the said John M 
Hansford as aforesaid, did at the spring term of the District 
court begun and holden for the County of Harrison [blank] on 
the ist Monday of Mch A. D. 1841" at the town of Greens- 
borough frequently became intoxicated, and drunk to an extent 
during the term of said Court, so as to bring himself and the 
Judiciary of the Country into disrepute; and especially during 
the trial of the cause of Ferguson against the Republic, he was 
so intoxicated and drunk as to be partially if not if not [sic] 
wholly insensible to the business then pending in the Court; 
and that during the argument of said cause afore stated, the 
said John M. Hansford Judge as aforesaid was intoxicated, and 
drunk to a degree, to vomit once or twice, which was observed 
and commented upon by the Spectators, and persons in at- 
tendance, and caused considerable merriment and laughter 
amongst the crowd, evidenced by their remarks of contempt, 
witticisms and the casting of stones and pebbles” towards the 
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said John M. Hansford Judge as aforesaid; and that the said 
John M. Hansford as aforesaid, has repeatedly been drunk and 
intoxicated, while on the bench, and more especially at the time 
and place mentioned and upon the occasion named, so far as to 
render him incapable of administering the laws of the land, and 
to such an extent as to endanger the rights and lives of Citizens 
to bring the high and sacred office which he holds into con- 
tempt, ridicule and disxgpute and to destroy the publie confi- 
dence in the Judiciary Department of the Government to the 
great disparagement of public justice to the injury of judicial 
authority, and to the subversion of the rights and liberties of 
the people of the Republic of Texas and the House of Repre- 
sentatives by protestation, saving and reserving to themselves 
the liberty of exhibiting at any time hereafter any further 
articles, or other accusation or impeachment against the said 
John M. Hansford, and also of replying to his answer unto the 
articles herein preferred against him and of offering proof of 
the same and every part thereof, and to all and every other 
articles acccusation or impeachment which shall be exhibited by 
them as the case may require do demand that the said Jno: M. 
Hansford may be put to answer the high misdemeanors in of- 
fice herein charged against him, and that such proceedings ex- 
aminations, trials and judgments may be thereupon had, and 
given as may be agreeable to law and justice— 
3 K. L. ANDERSON 
Speaker of the House of Repst 


Attest J H RAyMonp CCHR 


Mr. Hewe[t]t presented the petition of R. W. Cannon and 
Joseph Hall;” referred to committee on Claims and Accounts. 

' Mr. Brown presented the petition of J[W]. F. Sparks;” re- 

ferred to Military Committee.- > 


Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, introduced a bill to establish a mail 
route from the town of Lagrange to Mrs. Hallett’s, on the La 
Vaca river. 


Mr. Caldwell, chairman of select committee, reported a bill for 
the relief of D. M. Wiseman.” 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House resolved itself into 
committee of the whole, Mr..Van Zandt as chairman, and pro- 
ceeded to the Senate room, and there, through the committee of 
managers of the impeachment, preferred articles against the 
Hon. John M. Hansford, Judge of the 7th judicial district. 

Bill for the relief of Charles Shearne, passed. | 

Communication from the President, enclosing and recom- 
mending to the attention of Congress, a report from the Secre- 

*The petitions of R. W. Cannon and Joseph Hall have not been found. 

uThe petition has not been found. Filed with Memorials and Petitions is the 
following receipt: - 

Received of William F. Sparks a rifle gun valued at thirty dollars for the use 
of my Company in the Campaign against Bexar in the fall of 1835.—This 5th 
of Janerey 1842 W H Landrum former Capt Adopted Brown Endorsed: 134 Claim 


of Wm Sparks 
2The report has not been found. 
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tary of War. which was read and referred to the committee on 
Military Affairs.” 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY oF AUSTIN, January 6th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


I herewith transmit a communication from the Department 
of War, with accompanying documents, to which the attention 
of your Honorable Body is respectfully invited. The observa- 
tions of the Secretary of War embrace recommendations of deep. 
importance to the country. The object is to avoid increased con- 
fusion in the transaction of the public business, and to prevent 
the great losses now likely to ensue. 

I am convinced that the law “to encourage frontier protec- 
tion,” has signally failed to achieve the object of its enactment. 
It seems to have been inefficient and is certainly enormously 
expensive. No reports are made to the War Department of the 
operations of the companies acting under its provisions; conse- 
quently but little information can be obtained of the state of 
the frontiers, or the services rendered the country. In this way, 
too, frauds are liable to be practised upon the Treasury. 


[SAM HOUSTON] . 


On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
10 o’clock. 


FRIDAY, Jan., Tth. [1842] 


House met; roll called; present, Messrs. Speaker, Bower, 
Brown, Caldwell, Dancy. Daniels, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Hewett, Neibling, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, Par- 
ker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Pennall, Porter, Ray- 
mond, Roberts, Smith, Van Zandt and Williamson; quorum 
present.” 

Journals of the preceding day having been read and approved, 
Mr. Van Ness rose and observed that legal investigation was 
about to be had, of the unfortunate affair of the evening 
previeus [sic], (the rencounter between Messrs. Kaufman and 
Mayfield) and that several of the members would be required 
to attend as witnesses, and as it would be impossible to retain a 


quorum, he moved an adjournment to 3 o’clock, which was 
carried.” 


Executive Records, Book No. 40, p. 17. icati 
Of Tee ee ne re Book p The communication from the Secretary 


“The journal is taken from the report in the Daily Bulletin 

wAn account of the affair is given below from the Daily Bulletin: January 1 and 
8, 1842.. qcconts are, to be found in The Weekly Texian, January 11, 12, and 

, ; in Ci azette, Janu ; nd 1 
Register, January A ki , January 12, 1842; and the Telegraph and Texas 

n attack was yesterday made by Mr. Kaufman, the fo 

House of Representatives, upon Mr. Mayfield, the present member fae Nacoe. 
doches, in consequence, we presume, of some remarks made by the latter gentle- 
man, in the House, yesterday morning, reflecting upon the political character of 
Mr. Kaufman. That Gentleman was within the bar of the House at the time 
and the remarks were of a very pointed and severe character. , 

Immediately after the adjournment, last evening, Mr. Kaufman walked up to 
Mr. Mayfield, in the passage between the Senate chamber and the House, addressed 


THE House J OURNAL 329 


7 o'clock, p. m.” 
House met; quorum present. 


Mr. Latimer presented the petition of H. H. Clifton” and 
others. Referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 


Mr. Neibling presented petition of Jas. H. and Alexander. 
Johnson.” Referred to Committee on Public Lands. 


Select Committee, John Brown (red) Chairman, reported 
amendments to bill to authorize the Auditor to audit just and 
legal claims against the Government. Bill passed.” 


him by name—raised a stick in a threatening position, and commenced drawing 
a pistol. Mr. Mayfield who had been cautioned some few minutes before, and 
furnished with weapons, drew a pistol. Mr. Kaufman then retreated, apparently 
unable to get out his pistol from some cause, passed off the end of the gallery, 
and got on, the ground in front of the railing to the gallery, and made a show 
of continuing the fight. Two pistols were then discharged, by Mr. Mayfield, In 
succession, the second of which took effect upon Mr. Kaufman, entering the upper 
part of the abdomen. The wound is a dangerous one—perhaps mortal. The 
unfortunate man suffered very much. We hope he may survive; and we know 
his opponent hopes so. There is general regret for the occurrence, but no possible 
blame can attach to Mr. Mayfield. 

The examination of the unfortunate affair of yesterday has been going on all 
day and last night, and is not yet concluded. The House of Representatives 
adjourned yesterday morning, and also at an early hour in the evening, on 
account of the number of members required as witnesses. The Republic is 
represented by Messrs. H. J. Jewett and A. M. Tompkins. On the part of Col. 
Mayfield, Judge Webb, Col. Potter, Mr. Van Ness, Mr. Tod Robinson, Mr. Barry 
Gillespie, Judge Mills, and others, have volunteered their esrvices. 

We are afraid the affair will prove fatal to Mr. Kaufman, for whom a great 
deal of sympathy is manifested. 

Such difficulties, beside their unfortunate result to the parties concerned, set 
a bad example to the imitative portion of the community, and induce an uneasy, 
unsettled feeling in society, tending to the severance of kindly association. 

There seem to be bloody eras in every generation—periods when some inhuman 
agency sets men to seeking each other’s blood. These eras are plainly marked 
upon the history of the time, and stand forth prominently, throwing a ghastly 
shadow upon the otherwise pleasant aspect of the record. The present, seems 
to be one of those periods in this country. What, with the movements of the 
Regulators and Moderators in the East, the murders on the Colorado, the shooting 
of a prisoner in jail in Fort Bend; the murder of Stewart in Brazoria, and the 
fearful revenge upon his murderer by an, enraged and excited mob, which sent 
him forth from life, with all the burthen of his crime yet hanging over him, 
unannealed; some four assassinations in the lower part of this county, a short 
time since, and the unfortunate affair of yesterday, and others which seem to be 
brewing and impending, it is enough to make quiet people, living in quiet countries, 
shudder; and if we, here, have lost that tenderness of feeling, and our nerve, 
less excitable, refuse such action, perhaps we are not wiser or better, or= more 
courageous for it—only more hardened. We hope public opinion will interfere 
to prevent such acts in future—it-is the only power which can stay them, for 
law is, in a great degree, ineffective without its aid; and we wish man would 
learn a more sensible course of action; and cool reflection will bring it to men 
of naturally sober temperament. R 

Our article, which was intended, at first, to be merely a notice of the examina- 
tion, which it commences with, has drawn itself out to greater length. We do not 
wish to be understood as expressing an opinion that this community is a quarrel- 
some one, for we do not think so; but there are, at present, men here from all 
parts of the country, and we deprecate the results which collision of opposite 
feelings may engender in one or two cases, and which one unhappy example may 
serve to inflame. These settlements of difficulties are not adjustments of them— 
they do not prove correctness of position or action for the suceessful party; they 
inflame the social system, and they are foully discreditable to the actors and to 
their country. 


The two sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly Tesian, January 
19, 1842. In the report in the Daily Bulletin, January 8, 1842, this is given as 
Evening Session; in the Austin City Gazette, January 12, 1842, as above. There 
seems to have been no thrée o'clock session. 


"The petition has not been found. . 

Henry H. Clifton served in Captain William B. Stout’s company of Rangers 
from June. 11, to September 11, 1840; and in Captain Joseph Tilly’s company of 
Minute Men from July 23, to August 4, and September 12 to 14, 1841. In 1839 
he furnished thirty-four bushels of corn to General Dyer, Brigadier General, 4th 
Brigade, Texas Militia. This amounted to fifty-one dollars. He also had a claim 
for hauling sixteen days at ten dollars per day. These claims were presented by 
his administrator, G. B. Clifton. Public Debt Papers. 


The petition has not been found. 
®The report has not been found. 
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Committee on Post Offices and Roads, reported a bill to repeal 
in part, and amend the law creating a General Post Office, 
providing for a new mail route and altering rates of postage. 

The bill to provide for an adjourned session of the Supreme 
Court, was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Raymond, who moved 
to suspend the rule preventing amendments on the third reading, 
rule was suspended, 21 in the affirmative. 

Mr. Van Ness proposed a substitute, that the Supreme Court, 
undivided, should be held after the next ensuing session, at 
the town of Washington, in the county of Washington, on the 
first Monday in June of each year. 

Mr. Caldwell proposed to strike out Austin, and insert Travis. — 

Mr. Williamson vigorously sustained the proposition to hold 
the Court at Washington, for reasons once previously urged by 
him in the House. 

Question on striking out. Yeas, 11. Nays, 27. 

The question was then taken on striking out Washington, and 
inserting Austin.. Yeas, 13. Noes, 24. 

Mr. Forbes moved to strike out and insert Galveston. 

Mr. Raymond offered an amendment, that the session for 
1842, be adjourned to meet at Washington in June 1842. Yeas, 
18. Nays, 19. 

Mr. Cooke strenuously and at length, opposed the location 
at Washington, and proposed Nacogdoches in preference, giving 
his reasons why he preferred, if it was to be moved, that it 
should be moved further east than Washington. 

Mr. Williamson again rose, and supported the selection of 
Washington. 

Mr. Morris rose, and explained the motives guiding his course 
upon the subject. Substantially, that as a Legislator, he re- 
garded the interest of the whole country, and that as the East 
wanted a division of the Court, he preferred accommodating 
it by holding the Court there entire, to dividing it, which he 
considered unconstitutional. 

[The judiciary committee made the following report concern- 

ing the constitutionality of the question.}” 
The Committee On the Judiciary to whom was refered [sic] a 
resolution inquiring into the constitutionality and expediency of 
establishing a term of the Supreme Court in the town of 
Nacogdoches in the County [of] Houston have had the same 
under consideration and beg leave to report that a majority of 
said committee are of opinion that the establishment of said 
term contemplated is both constitutional and expedient & have 
directed me to submit a bill to that effect—changing the 
same so as to read Nacogdoches in the County of Nacog- 
doches and recommend the passage of the same— 

Mr. Forbes expressed and explained his opposition to the 
removal of the Supreme Court, but if it was to be removed, he 
wished it to go to Nacogdoches as central. ' 

Question was then taken on striking out Washington, and 
inserting Nacogdoches. Yeas, 7, Nays, 29. 


Reports, Sixth Congress. Endorsed: 22 Rept of com of Jud. Read & Recd. 
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Mr. Jones of Galveston, moved to strike out the 2nd Monday 
in June, as the time for holding court, and inserting 2nd Monday 
in January. 

Yeas, 29. Nays, 7. : 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
9 o'clock.” 

SATURDAY, Jan. 8. [1842]* 


Mr. Smith presented the petition of sundry citizens of Fannin, 
for a mail route from Warren in Fannin county by a direct line 
to the city of Austin.” Referred to Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. i i 

Mr. Wynns presented the petition of sundry citizens of Spring 
Creek County. Referred to Committee on County Boundaries.” 

Mr. Woods presented the petition of Sam Whiting. Referred 
to Committee on Claims and Accounts.” 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced a bill to define with greater cer- 
tainty, the different classes of land claims and for other pur- 
poses. Rules suspended and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Messrs. Brown, Daniels, and Williamson were excused from 
the House, to give evidence before the examining committee on 
the rencounter between Messrs. Kaufman and Mayfield. 

Mr. Darnell offered a joint resolution to amend the Military 
aw. l i 

Mr. Wood introduced a bill explanatory of the duties of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. Rules suspended, and 
bill passed. ; shad” 


The report in the Austin City Gazette ends here in the issue of January 12, 
1842. The proceedings from January 8, through January 17, 1842, are taken 
chiefly from the Daily Builetin, January 10-18, 1842. The paper ceased publication 
at the latter date. $ 

2The report is also in The Weekly Tesian, January 19, 1842. 

The mail route between the capital of the Republic and the county seat of 
Fannin was so indirect and circuitous that letters and other important papers 
were from five to seven weeks on the way between the two. places. The citizens 
of Fannin deemed it important that they should receive intelligence from the seat 
of government and Western Texas generally as soon as practicable, and asked 
that a mail route be established on a direct line from Warren to Austin by 
which the mail would reach the citizens of Fannin in ten days at the farthest. 
They recommended that Alfred Johnson become the contractor for the mail from 
Austin by way of Fort Bend on the Trinity, the settlements of the colonists of 
Fannin County and Warren. Johnson offered to transport the mail over this 
route from Austin to Warren for three thousand dollars. Addressed: G. W. Sinks 
Esar. Chief of the Post Office Dept. Austin City Texas. Endorsed: Petition of 
Sundry Citizens of Fannin County—praying for a mail route—P O & PF Roads 
Jany 8th 1842. Memorials and Petitions. 

“The petition has not been found. 

Samuel Whiting stated that in the month of February, 1840, when Texas 
money was worth forty cents on the dollar, he contracted to bind under act of 
Congress six hundred copies of the laws, journals, etc., for the sum of eighteen 
hundred dollars, Texas money. The stores of Messrs. Felt & Company, New 
Orleans, were burned early ‘in the spring and with them all the material Whiting 
had purchased for the work. In consequence thereof, he stated that he was 
compelled to send to New York for another supply of materials, but before they 
reached ‘the seat of Government, Texas money had dropped to fourteen cents on 
the dollar in New Orleans and twelve in New York. Instead of receiving seven 
hundred and twenty dollars when payment was made, he only received the 
equivalent of two hundred and twelve doHars. Whiting returned his total loss 
on said work, including materials burned in New Orleans, increased rates of wages, 
loss sustained in Texas money, at not less tharw eight hundred dollars. He was 
willing to sustain the loss of his first purchase, but he prayed Congress, to allow 
him a sum sufficient to defray his other losses sustained by depreciation of 
the government promissory notes, say four hundred and fifty dollars in par funds. 
With the petition are statements-from George K. Teulon, Whiting’s attorney and 
from Joseph Waples, chief clerk of the State Department. Endorsed: 168 Peti- 
tion of Saml. Whiting Claims & accts Jany 8th. Memorials and Petitions. 
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Mr. Cooke introduced a resolution that the House take 200 
copies of the Weekly Texian, and moved to suspend the resolu- 
tion requiring it to lie on the table one day. Lost. 

Committee on claims and accounts reported a bill for’ the 
relief of John R. Slocomb.” 


COMMITTEE RooM Janr. Tth. 1842 


Hon. K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of H. of R—. 
The Committee on Clames & accounts— 


To whom was Referd the Clame of John R. Slocum. have 
examined the same and find that the Clame in part is Just, 
and Recommend the pasage of the following Joint Resolution 


ISAAC PARKER Chairman 


Be it Resolved by the senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled— 


That the Auditor be and he is hereby authorised and Required 
to audit the Clame of John R. Slocum for Four hundred and 
twenty five dollars in full for all accounts against the Govt. 
which shall be Receiveable for all public dues heretofore accrued 
2. Be it further Resolved that this Resolution take effect from 
and after its pasage 

Reconsideration of vote in relation to taking the Texian. 

Mr. Forbes opposed the adoption of the resolution on account 
of the expense to the country. 

Mr. Wood moved to amend so as to take 200 copies of the 
Gazette. 

Mr. Fowler moved the previous question. 

Yeas, 12. Nays 13. 

Not a quorum 

Call of the House—quorum present. 


Mr. Raymond proposed a substitute to take 100 of the Weekly 
Gazette, and 100 of the Texian. Substitute rejected. 


Question again taken on the original resolution. 
Yeas, 16. Nays, 15, 
Resolution adopted. 


Resolution for the relief of A. G. Kimbali—amendments of 
Senate concurred in. 


Communication of the President read, enclosing -the cor- 
respondence requested by the House, between the late Secretary 
of the Navy and A. C. Hinton Esq.” 


The report is with the joint resolution. See Bills, Sixth 

Endorsed: Joint Resolution for releif of John R Slocomb ay aa nlen ae 13 
ead 2d time Jany 25 Rule suspd Read 3d time & passed. Engd. Tho. H. Hord 

a Seta Read tst time Report of Committee on Clames & accounts John 
sBxecutive Record, Book No. 40, p. 17. The correspondence 

head of the Navy Department and A. C. Hinton is in Navy moe aoe 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
City oF AUSTIN, January 7th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES: 


In compliance with a resolution of the 1st instant, the Execu- 
tive herewith transmits to your Honorable Body, a copy of the 
correspondence on file in the Naval Bureau, between the late 
Head of the Navy Department and A. C. Hinton Esquire, late 
Commander of the Steamship Zavala. ` 

No authority exists for the employment of clerks for the 
performance of extra labor; and hence the delay which has 
ensued in preparing the accompanying information. Whilst the 
clerk of the Naval Bureau was engaged in making out the 
transcript, a clerk of another Department was detailed to per- 
form the regular duties of that Bureau. 

[SAM Houston] 


NAvyY DEPARTMENT 
AUSTIN 25th Oct., 1839. 
SIR, 

You will proceed to New Orleans in command of the Steamer 
Zavala, and have the following alterations made in her ma- 
chinery; to wit, have the connecting pipes put below the spar 
decks, and properly covered with canvass, and Throttle Valves 
put in each pipe, so that either of the Bilers may be shut off— 
alter the Bulk-heads of the cabin below, and enlarge the Hold, 
and make such other alterations as Comdre. Moore will specify; 
have the Vessel.caulked where it is requisite, and have the work 
done with all possible despatch. 


Lieut. George H. Bell, and Mr. Brannum have orders to report 
to you for passage in the Zavala, the former for enlisting 
Marines, and the latter to purchase provisions, the whole of 
which you will bring to Galveston and deposite in the hands of 
the Naval Store-Keeper for Mr. Brannum, with the exception 
of Rations for twelve weeks for the crew allowed the Zavala, 
for which you will have requisitions made out in triplicate and 
properly approved before leaving Galveston, and on the Articles 
being delivered on board the Zavala you will have one of the 
requisitions forwarded to this Department. 

While in New Orleans you will procure as many Seamen, Ordi- 
nary Seamen, Landsmen and Boys, as your means will allow, 
being at the same time very cautious that you do not violate 
the neutrality of the U States, The Navy. Agent will furnish the 
Purser of the Zavala with Nine thousand dollars on requisitions 
properly approved before leaving Galveston. Of the money 
placed in the hands of the Purser you will direct him not to 
expend a dollar without your authority, and you are expected 
to be as economical as possible, and not to purchase any article 
that can possibly be dispensed with, as the present means of 
‘the Government ar[e] very limited—Two thousand and two 
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hundred dollars you are to use for the shipment of men, to 
whom you are authorized to give one months pay as bounty. 

Ship them for eighteen months if you can, but on no account 
for less than twelve months. One thousand dollars is for the 
enlistment of Marines, which will be furnished the Marine 
Officer from time to time by the Purser of the Vessel under your 
command, as it is required after his bills are properly approved 
by you, which will be the Pursers Vouchers for the expenditure 
of the money; and the residue is for the repairs and incidental 
expenses of the Zavala, 

As soon as the repairs of the Zavala are completed, you will 
ship all the coal that she will possibly carry with the provisions, 
and return to Galveston; bring back with you the marines who 
may have been enlisted, and transfer them to the Yard. 

The Seamen that you ship over the complement allowed the 
Zavala, you will transfer to the other Vessels, laying at that 
time in the harbour of Galveston, having the smallest number 
of men on board:of them, and report yourself to this Department 
for further orders. 

I am Sir Respectfully 
Yr. Obt. Sevt. 
LOUIS P. COOKE Sey. of Navy 


To Comdr A. C. HINTON Galveston 


{Endorsed:] Copy of a letter from the Secy. of the Navy, 
to Comdr. A. C. Hinton A. 


TEXAS BRIG OF WAR, COLORADO 
HARBOUR OF GALVESTON Nov. 1839 

SIR, 

You will proceed to New Orleans with the vessel under your 
command agreably to your order from the Honble the Secretary 
of the Navy and in addition to the repairs therein named, you 
will also alter the Furnace doors, as the Engineers suggest, 
and put such repairs on the boilers as are necessary; you will 
also fit a light Fore top Mast to the present Fore Mast & a light 
Fore top sail—Have a Main & Miz[zlen Masts stepped in the 
present Partners bearing a proper proportion to the present 
Fore Mast, and Gaff sails made and fitted for both masts— 
Have a port cut over the beam forward of the present Port, 
where the medium. guns are mounted, & one.also over the beam 
abaft. the same port—Abaft the wheel houses have a Port cut 
over the beam nearly abreast the forward end of the main 
saloon — the next port over the beam at after part of scuttle, 
& the next Port over the next beam abaft — Have solid Port 
sills made in each Port bolted well down, with plates let in on 
the top of them for the. fighting bolts, & Iron Clamps to go 
down over the Shear Moulding bolted well on to the side of the 
vessel, with the upper end to come up above the Port sill, 
having an eye in it to hook the breaching into. — Shift the 
chain bitts aft to forward part of scuttle, & the Capstain Aft, 
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between the Fore Hatch & the passage down to forward Cabin 
— Make a light top gallant forecastle to come as far aft as the 
Capstain now is. — remove the two rooms in the Forward part 
of the forward Cabin, so as to extend it entirely forward.— 
The Ladies Cabin below convert into a Ward Room — the 
Steerage make the length of two berths in after end of Gentle- 
men’s cabin, & the room for the Forward Officers, the length 
of one berth from forward bulkhead of steerage, & convert the 
rest of the Gentlemen’s cabin into Hold, taking up the deck 
and berths.—Open hatches in the saloon to go down into the 
Steerage & Ward Room.—Close up the present one in the after 
saloon & move the railing & steps to the Ward room Hatch.— 
Have the necessary repairs made to the wheels—Caulk the 
vessel thoroughly, and put an additional streak of copper on 
her—have the hurricane deck covered afresh with Canvass 
where it is required, & a wide Hatch made on-the Starboard side 
opposite the present one—Purchase a new galley.of a proper 
kind & size for the complement of Persons allowed the vessel, 
& bring the present one back for the use of the Navy Yard.— 
you will also procure a carriage for the long twelve pound Gun 
which you take on with you, & another carriage of the same 
size.—For the Shipment of Seamen &c I refer you to the orders 
from the Navy Department referred to above. 

The Schr. San Antonio will be in New Orleans a few days 
after you reach there for the purpose of procuring Men, and as 
it is of the utmost importance that she should return here with 
all possible despatch with Men & Marines for the Schrs. San 
Jacinto & San Bernard, you will render Lt. Commanding F. B. 
Wright every facility in your power in effecting his object, 
and also send over all the men Men & Marines you may have 
procured after his funds are exhausted with your assistance; 
as he has orders to return forthwith which I have shown you.— 
In consequence of the illness of Lieuts. Bell & Austin of the 
Marine Corps, Captn Parker will go over in the Zavala in the 
place of Lieut Bell who was ordered by the Department. 

Mr. Brannum is instructed by the Department to charter 
vessels to send here all the coal which you cannot bring with 
an additional thousand barrels. I mention this in order that you 
may bring over in the Zavala all that you possibly can of that 
which he purchased in addition to what is already in New 
Orleans belonging to the Government. ` You will also purchase 
tanks or water casks enough to enable the Zavala to carry 
eight thousand gallons of water.—If the Zavala is in this 
Harbour, when the Sloop of War arrives in the offing, you will 
tow her in, as soon as she has been given up, or before if 
Messrs McKinney & Williams conclude to bring her in, of which 
you will be informed by Commander J. T. K. Lothrop who has 
instructions to receive her. 

I am very respectfully Your Obedt Servt 
ae E. W. Moore Capt. Comdg. 


Commander A, C. HINTON Steamer Zavala. B. 
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New ORLEANS, 20th Novr 1839 
On Board Zavala. 


Hon L. P. Cooke Secy of the Navy 
SIE: 


I have the honor to report to the Department the arrival of 
the Zavala, in the Port of New Orleans opposite the City on 
Friday night last at about 2 O’clock,—During the passage we 
experienced nothing but a continued series of violent and head 
winds which caused the Gulf to be more agitated than I had 
ever witnessed: but afforded the opportunity of testing the 
performance of the Ship, which proved to be as fine a sea vessel 
as ever floated, never shipping a sea, but riding bouyantly over 
the waves. 

We left Galveston with 300 Bbls of coal, and 60 cords wood, 
and had about 10 Bbls coal remaining upon our arrival. The 
day after I made enquiry about a ship Carpenter upon whom 
reliance could be placed for faithful workmanship, and engaged 
Messrs Batly & Massy of high reputation to repair the ship. 
On Monday I wharfed her to the Ship-Yard, and yesterday 
she was careened, a course or two of her copper taken off, from 
stem te stern, and the caulking and repair commenced. The 
Engineers are also at work in their Department. It is impos- 
sible to say at this time how long it will take fo repair her, 
but every exertion will be made to advance the work as rapidly 
as possible, with a due regard to its durability and strength. 
I have to regret that N. York or Baltimore was not designated 
to refit at, as I am of opinion either place would have afforded 
a better opportunity for a thorough repair, and the work would 
have been done at a cheaper rate. 

I fear at present that the sum allowed for that purpose will 
not held out: but of this it is impossible to speak with any 
certainty. ‘The Department may rely however, upon being 
advised upon all matters under my charge, as time and op- 
portunity may afford. 

Capt Pennoyer, whom you will see at Austin, has informed 
me, that there could be obtained at N. York a horizontal Enginé, 
adapted to the Zavala, for the one now in her, without additional 
expense, if this be the case, of which I have no doubt, it would 
effect & verry [sic] important change for the better, an[d] in 
my opinion, amply compensate for sending her there after her 
repair here. As I feel it my bounden duty to make known 
everything to the Department, that comes to my knowledge, 
calculated for the advancement of the Service, I have thought 
proper to mention this to the Hon Secy of the Navy for his 
consideration and action. 

Under the same feeling of duty, I hope the Hon: Secy of the 
Navy will pardon me in repeating what I have heretofore sug- 
gested to the Department: that is the importance of taking 
away the saloon and making a clear sun deck on the Zavala. 
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It will not only add to her speed, and in gales to her better 
safety and security, but also to be of the first importance to 
the battery of the ship, and I consider the alteration absolutely 
necessary to make her thoroughly efficient as a man of War. 
Should the Hon Secy of the Navy agree to this suggestion, the 
alteration can be made with little expense, within the resources 
of the vessel, after our arrival at Galveston. 


Capt John Nabb of Charleston S. C. who is an experienced 
seaman, and for some years a resident of Charleston, came here 
in the Neptune, and is going to Texas to settle. His determina- 
tion is at present to make his residence in Galveston. He has 
the confidence and good wishes of Genl Hamilton and Capt 
Pennoyer. So soon as he selects a home in Texas, he will return 
to Charleston for his family and proposes to the Department 
that he will ship from that port for the Texas Service from 
sixty to one hundred men, and deliver them at Galveston, in a 
vessel he intends chartering to take his family there, provided 
the Government will allow him thirty Dollars for each seaman: 
to include his trouble for shipping them,—transporting them, 
& the bounty he may allow them. He is an experienced Captain, 
a gentleman, & as recommended to me, is to be relied upon for 
the fulfilment of any engagement into which he may enter. 


I would respectfully, but earnestly suggest to the Department, 


not only the policy, but necessity and justice, in furnishing the : 


Purser whilst here, with available funds to pay the Officers, 
Petty Officers, Seamen and firemen, engaged on Board this 
ship. The most of them have been on Board for seven months, 
and have received but a small amount of their pay: a great 
deal is due them, and theif necessities and comfort at this season, 
absolutely require some money to satisfy them. Besides, being 
their due, a payment here in current money would encourage 
others to join the service. Whereas if they receive not any pay, 
they will not only be discontented, but discourage others from 
joining the service. 

About $3000 were due the Officers only, of the Zavala, and 
all the money the Navy agent Mr Brannum, handed the Purser 
to pay them was $500. Texas money. Most of the, Midshipmen 
are without funds: I have given up my proposition of that sum 
to them, but after all, a 20 Dollar note of Texas, cannot obtain 
but $5 of New Orleans money, and that sum is of little con- 
sequence to them. The Midshipmen have some pride for their 
service, and if the Department would place N. Orleans funds at 
the disposal of the Purser, to pay the officers to the 31st Decr 
and to make advances to the men, the Govt would find it to 
prove of great benefit not only to the individual, but of incalcul- 
able service to the advancement of the Public interest. 


I observe from the morning papers that the Schooner of War 
San Antonio, has arrived at the S. W. Pass. 
Very Respectfully 


A. C. Hinton Commander 


aam a 
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TEXAS STEAMSHIP ZAVALA 
N. ORLEANS, Nov-29, 1839. 


Hon. L. P. CooKE Secy of the Navy. 
SIR: 


Prior to my departure from Galveston a requisition was 
made out in triplicate for clothing, chiefly for the Firemen 
of this vessel signed by myself, approved by Commodore Moore 
and given to the Navy Agent for supply, prior to leaving, most 
of them being almost in a state of nudity; not being supplied 
there. Come Moore informed me Mr Brannum would meet it 
here. Mr Brannum brought the requisition with him. I awaited 
some days, expecting the supply from the agent, but not hearing 
anything of them & four of my men having deserted, in con- 
sequence of their beggard condition, I called on the Navy Agent 
two, three several times to purchase the clothing simply called 
for in the requisition, as the crew were shivering with cold & 
on the eve of general desertion to procure by some other means 
the clothing necessary to protect them from the severity of the 
weather, being very cold, windy and rainy; in this state of 
things Mr Brannum refused positively to furnish the clothing 
until all the provisions ordered to be purchased were procured 
& paid for, whereupon I deemed it my duty to demand the 
requisition from the agent and procure the necessary clothing in 
the best manner I could. I have accordingly ordered Purser 
Kerr to procure a supply of clothing for all hands—Dr Dorcy 
having reported to me that “unless the crew are supplied with 
warm Clothing immediately, the consequences must prove ex- 
tremely disastrous.” The Clothing will be purchased upon 
sufficient time to hear from the Department on the subject, 
when I trust the Hon Secy of the Navy will instruct the Navy 
Agent to take up the bills. Contrary to my expectations, it 
will take at least a month from this time to complete the repairs 
on this vessel, which time has been offered to enable me to get 
your instructions, & save the necessity of paying for them 
out of the money for repairs &. The Navy Agent did supply 
the Colorado with some clothing, purchased here and carried 
down to the Balize, and when called upon to supply a requisition 
for the same purpose for this vessel, signed and approved at 
Galveston, he refused to supply me when my men are giving 
up one by one from want of them; and absolutely going below, 
unable any longer to bear the cold. As Mr Brannum is either 
obstinate or ignorant of the responsibility of his Office & the 
law upon the subject, I trust the Hon: Secy of the Navy will 
instruct him in asmuch as the refusal on his part to supply a 
requisition legally made out, has not only injured the health 
of the crew, but others observing their beggard condition, it has 
been productive of serious injury to the service ashore; but 
as I have not, and cannot ship any men yet, having received 
only $400 from Mr B. for us & $200 for Captain Parker, being 
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unable to draw the amount of his Drafts; until latter part of 
next week as he informs me. I hope by the time I haul out 
in the stream, the comfortable appearance of my men will induce 
a good many others to ship for the service. 


I would respectfully state to the Department that at this 
season of the Year, when seamen are shipped, it will be neces- 
sary to give them comfortable clothing to preserve their health; 
and as regards economy, I have no hesitation in declaring that 
on the old Levee, clothing of the very best kind may be pur- 
chased as cheap as they can be in N. York, and I would re- 
spectfully suggest that, if Pursers of vessels were qualified with 
means to purchase slops only, as they are required for so many 
men and no more at a time, it would save the Govt., the expense 
of laying up general supplies subject to dampness, and decay 
by lying in the public store, & of course many articles, subject 
in a very short time in so humid an atmosphere, to be condemned 
& of no use, these remarks, I apply Sir, only to the article of 
slops. 

In regard Sir, to the $9000, for this vessel, Mr Brannum 
informs me that he has been ordered to pay out of it a draft for 
$1200, leaving $7.800. $1000 for Capt. Parker, & $2200, for 
shipping men, will leave only $4.600. for repairs &C, when the 
new wheels alone will cost nearly $1.500. & Mr Beatty informs 
me to complete the work in his Department it cost nearly $1.500. 
more, leaving scearcely [sic] anything for the balance of the 
work, besides the incidental expenses of the vessel, and there 
may be no delay in completing the work. I this early remind 
the Department that I do not confidently believe the amount 
appropriated sufficient by some 3. or $4.000, including all 
expenses, and I very respectfully suggest to the Hon:’ Secy of 
the Navy the propriety of making some arrangement here to 
meet these expenses promptly, be this little or much, as much 
will depend upon it. This liberty has been suggested by the 
circumstance that many have been heard to remark, “how is 
Texas going to pay all these expenses, don’t trust her, she can’t 
pay.” 

These suggestions I have thrown out for the consideration of 
the Hon: Secy of the Navy, deeming them in my humble 
judgment important ones: I can assure the Department that 
whatever I may do, under my present very important & respon- 
sible engagements, a full detailed account shall be given of it. 


I suggested in my first communication from this place the 
propriety of giving the Officers & Men available funds while 
here—I would state to the Department that the Officers have 
not been paid off, and are here literally without a cent; the 
men, all that are left, at least, have a good deal of money due 
them, and if after being well clothed, they were paid one, or 
even 14 months pay in good money it would be productive of 
incalculable advantage towards shipping good seamen. I hope 
upon this subject I may hear from you Sir, as soon as practic- 


be 
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able; in the mean time to keep the men in good spirits, being 
now small in number, I will order Purser Kerr to let them have 
a few dollars each, as soon as Mr Brannum pays over the whole 
amount he has for this vessel at present. 

The work Sir, is going on slowly on account of the bad 
weather, but will be done well. 


The amount of Clothing to be procured, will be say 5 or $600 
at present, of which a due account will be given. An immediate 
answer is most respectfully requested. 


I am Sir, &c 
‘A.C. HINTON Commander 


TEXAS STEAM SHIP ZAVALA 
N. ORLEANS, Decr 18, 1839. 


Hon. L. P. COOKE Secy of the Navy 


SIR 


Contrary to my expectations I am still here, with the gloomy 
prospect of being detained three or four weeks longer, the 
weather has generally been so very wet & cold, it was im- 
possible to make any progress in the work, until within the 
last 8 days, and to day it is clouding up with the prospect of 
a storm. I would respectfully report to the Hon: Secy of the 
Navy, that upon an examination I found that so decayed and 
shattered were the wheels, there was not a single arm that was 
fit to be used again, consequently entirely new ones put in their 
places, bearing thereby a large proportion of the Carpenters 
bill; the decks I found so decayed they could not be caulked, 
& perhaps one third of the entire deck below had to be taken 
up, & I am now putting down new plank in place of the old, 
and many of the upper timbers so decayed as to be taken out 
& made anew... The Foremast I found incapable of bearing a 
topsail, being some what decayed about the partners & too light 
a masthead; I accordingly have had a new one made, & to save 
expense, took the old Foremast for a Mizen, by reducing it 
sufficiently. The Foremast (new) I stepped to day, and in 
the course of three days more I hope to get the other two 
aboard. The repairs in the Carpenters Dept tho’ to me pain- 
fully slow, will be done well, a detailed account of which I will 
do myself -the honor to give to the Dept on my return to Texas. 
The alterations and repairs in the Engineers Dept. will be done 
before any other, and under the direct supervision of Mr Beatty, 
I think it bids fair to accomplish the objects contemplated. But 
as I previously reported from this place, the funds in my hands, 
will not be sufficient by some $4.000. at least, if not more, and 
I again beg leave to suggest to the Hon: Secy of the Navy, 
the propriety of forwarding funds to meet all the Zavala’s 
bills promptly, as in my humble estimation, it will produce a 
material effect upon the credit of the Govt & thereby favourably 


effect our currency. In regard to the $9.000—deposited by U. S. 
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B. drafts, in the Bank of Orleans, I would respectfully report, 
that there has been a strange delay in the payment by that Bank, 
which the Navy Agent will I presume, explain to you. Mr. Kerr 
has received only $2600. out of the whole amount, and when it 
will be paid Mr Brannum says he cannot tell, thereby placing 
me in a very unpleasant situation; the Navy Agent labours 
under the same disadvantage in his purchases of provisions. 

To show you Sir, that the funds placed to the use of this 
Vessel for repairs and other expenses, are insufficient, I will 
make the following Statement— 
1st The Carpenters bill for repairs and alterations is estimated 
at, say $4.500—at least. The Engineers Dept say $3.000—then 
the rigging sails, and other expenses, say $3.000—more, making 
in the aggregate $10.500—, this I am sure, will not fall far 
short of the amount more or less. Then say $3.000—for ship- 
ping seamen and marines; even should this amount exceed the 
actual expense, it will be in the hands of the Government, of 
which a due account will be given to the Dept. Now out of 
the $9.000 Mr Brannum informs me, by your orders, he will 
deduct $1540—deduct then $2200 for shipping seamen, & $1000 
for Marines, leaving in my hands for this ship only $4260. for 
all her epenses here, but I need not extend my report upon this 
subject. 

The Hon: Secy of the Navy will see at a glance the condition 
of things, and will no doubt adopt the best speediest mode of 
meeting the difficulty; Mr. Brannum has succeeded in getting 
$2600—only for this ship which has been paid out, with the 
exception only of a few hundred dollars, and when the balance 
can be gotten out of the Bank, Mr Brannum says he does not 
know, & I confess I do not understand the object of the Bank. 
As to the unpleasant situation of the Navy Agt he himself will 
report thereon, and with all due deference, I would say that 
this inconvenience might be obviated by selling such drafts in 
future, to private individuals, who would be glad to get such 
funds and pay the cash for them, for I honestly consider, most 
of these broken non-specie paying Banks, mere swindling ma- 
chines, and the Officers of them, generally swindlers, this sug- 
gestion however is deferentially made 

As I expected, some 10 or 12 men have deserted from this 
Vessel before, & some after they were supplied with clothing, 
having no money to pay their little expenses here: but with 
funds I have no fears-of shipping a good many frist rate men, 
as soon as I am fitted out and haul out in the stream, when 
she can be seen, and keep the men on Board when I get them. 
. In regard to the San Antonio, I have the mortification to 
say to the Dept that she left here yesterday with a name re- 
flicting [sic] as I consider, disgrace. . E a 
- Her bills unsettled, the Sheriff with numbers of writs against 
her commander for private ‘debts, since his arrival here; Mr 
Wright literally playing “hide & go seek” to avoid the bailiff, 
& last left them unpaid; añd almost every body with curses 1n 
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their mouths, some against the whole Navy, others against Mr 
Wright expecially [sic], these sir, are truth, as the Junior 
Officers of the San Antonio & many others can testify, when 
called upon, I myself individually know nothing of the matter, 
having been closely engaged in superintending my own business, 
but almost every body else in N. Orleans is speaking in the 
most indignant terms of Mr Wright, the rest of the Officers 
I believe, have deported themselves respectfully, and I am proud 
in having it in my power to state to the Department that so 
far, the Officers of the Zavala, have all so conducted themselves, 
as to command my unreserved approbation and the respect of 
the citizens of N. Orleans; and when, Sir, they cease to deserve 
it, I will cease to be their commander. This statement I have 
deemed it.my imperious duty to make & leave the result to the 
Hon: Secy of the Navy. 

By request of Mr St John, I have the honor to enclose the 
within accounts, with the request that they may be checked, 
until paid, against each Young Gentleman named in the acts 
they have received their pay twice I think since the debt was 
contracted, and very unproperly have neglected to pay St John 
& Co account. 

I also enclose two letters touching Mr John’s application for 
his son, which the Hon: Secy of the Navy will please deliver. 

I think Sir, I may venture to say, when the Zavala returns, 
the Dept of the country will be proud of her. 

With the hope that I may hear from you as soon as practicable. 

I remain &c. &e. 
A. C. HINTON. Commander. 


Navy DEPARTMENT ; 
AUSTIN 21st. Decr. 1839. ` 
SIR, 

Your communication from New-Orleans under date 29th 
ultimo is at hand: Mr Brannum with whom you find so much 
fault, it seems by your own statement, has obeyed orders, in 
contradistinction to your own course, in which you appear 
to have forgotten the very first principle of Naval discipline, 
to wit; that the first duty of an Officer. as well as a seaman 
consists in obeying orders: If you have so far transcended yours 
as to purchase anything for which you cannot shew definite 
- orders, be assured that you will be held responsible; and you 

are furthermore strictly forbidden from incurring under any 
pretext whatever, any liabilities against the Government for 
repairs, or for any other purposes whatever; the Department 
deeming the amount already appropriated, a sufficiency for 
the contemplated repairs. Another matter which presents itself 
before me from yours is, your having given orders to Purser 
Kerr, to pay each of your crew a small amount in good money; 
This Govt know of but one kind of money, with which to pay 
persons, in its employment to wit; that which is allowed, and 
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ordered by a statute of the country, the Promissory Notes of the 
Govt, the men were originally shipped, to be paid in this money, 
and the Dept. will not, and cannot, recognise any other mode 
of payment, therefore that is made a matter for future action. 
As to the Suggestions made to the Department in the form of 
advice, I will simply state, that the Dept. has really no doubt 
of your wishes in regard to the prosperity of the Navy, but feels 
itself competent to decide on all such matters with no other 
advice than that which is fixed by law, or that which is solicited. 

I cannot conceive how your officers and crew can be so mis- 
erably destitute of money &c as-you represent, when Mr. Bran- 
num took from here, funds for the express purpose of paying 
off the whole station, up to the end of that quarter. 


Lieut Comdg. F. B. Wright was. not ordered to report himself 
to you, therefore he is not culpable for not having done so: As 
to the report of Lieutenants O’Shaunessy, & Harrison, you will 
state to them (as you forwarded their report) that if they 
wished to make charges against an officer, to do it properly, 
so that the Dept. can take cognizance of the same.— You will 
pay strict attention to the tenor of this, and return as soon as 
possible to Galveston and report immediately to this Depart- 
ment. 

I am Sir Respectfully &e 


(signed) Lours P. CooKE Secty of the Navy 
To 


Comdr A. C. HINTON Comde S S Zavala. 


[Endorsed:] Copy of a Letter from the Navy Department 
to Comdr. A. C. Hinton 21st Decr. 1839.. F. 


On Board the S. S. ZAVALA 
N. O. 7, January 1840. 


Hon: L. P. COOKE Secy of the Navy. 
SIR: 


I have again the honor to address you upon the subject of 
funds for the Zavala. I wrote the Department a letter soon 
after my arrival here in November, stating my belief that the 
sum appropriated for repairs would not be sufficient. On the 
18th Ult. I forwarded a detailed account of expenditure for re- 
pairs, with a request that additional funds should be placed 
in the hands of the Purser. I have also written by every con- 
venient opportunity, and regret to state, that I have not recd 
one line in answer to my communications, and I feel apprehen- 
sive that from Austin and here they must-have miscarried. 

The importance of furnishing ample funds to pay the Me- 
chanics working on board the Zavala, I am sure I need not dwell 
upon% and of similar import is the receipt of funds to ship 
sailors for the service. Purser Kerr informs me that: he has 
but $957. 29/100. on hand which would not pay the expenses 
of shipping and bounty, and without an advance of Cash but 
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few could be induced to enter the service, added to this more 
money will be required to pay the expenses of repairs, altera- 
tions &C, say seven thousand dollars, and should I not have the 
pleasure of hearing from you before we leave here, I shall be 
under the necessity of drawing upon the Dept for funds to 
liquidate every engagement for the Ship; for I feel confident 
that it will accord with ycur own sentiments as well as those 
of His Excellency the President, not to leave here without paying 
off every creditor, instead of departing like the San Antonio. 
I presume that with the delay occasioned by inclement 

weather, and that necessarially [sic] accompanying the shipping 
of a crew, we shall not leave here for at least one month from 
this date, unless much more fortunate than circumstances at 
present promise. : 

I am Sir, &c 

A. C. HINTON Commander 


N. ORLEANS On Board S. S. ZAVALLA. 
lith January 1840. 
Hon: L. P. COOKE, Secy of the Navy. 

SIR: 

I had the honor to write to you on the Tth Inst. but cannot 
refrain addressing you again upon the same subject. The re- 
pairs of the Zavala will soon be finished, and already are we 
out of funds, ‘in consequence of the contractors requiring from 
time to time, money to pay their workmen. 

Capt Parker has just been with me and says, that all that 
is wanted is funds to enlist Marines; he has received only four 
hundred dollars, and has already engaged twenty five first rate : 
men. T feel confident that I can ship as many men as the 
Govt may require, provided I have the means; they are calling 
upon me daily, to engage in the service, but I cannot engage 
them until I haul into the stream. I still think, as I wrote you 
on the 7” Inst; that seven or eight thousand dollars will be 
adequate for all purposes; this however cannot be ascertained 
precisely, until the work is done and the bills made out. One 
thing I am certain of, it will not take less. 

The ship is nearly rigged and repaired, and I expect to haul 
out in the stream in two weeks at furthest period, when I shall 
begin to ship a crew. As I shall be under the necessity of 
remaining here until I hear from the Department, to pay off the 
bills of the Zavala, I hope the Hon: Secy of the Navy will 
furnish me-with funds as soon as possible. The amount has 
been expended save some four or five hundred dollars yet in 
Bank; and to close the expense, it will require seven or eight 
thousand dollars more, including shipment of Seamen and 
Marines, making in all $15.000—or $16.000-—This may probably 
exceed the amount of expenses, but I am certain it will not fall 
far short of it, and the Hon: Secy of the Navy will see, when 
my report is made, on my arrival in Texas, that to save the 


g 
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Vessel from premature decay and ruin, this expenditure has 
been absolutely necessary, as I expected, her expenses of refit- 
ment in N. Orleans will be enormous, which induced me several 
months ago, to suggest to you the propriety of sending her 
to some.of the Northern Cities, where it would not cost much 
more than half the expense here. But Sir, the work will be 
done well, and when she again makes her appearance in Texas, 
the Govt and the people of the Country will, I am sure be proud 
of her, more especially since it is reported that the Mexicans 
have bought the Natches; and I assure the Hon: Secy of the 
Navy that I should be most happy to come in. contact with her 
when the Zavala is fitted out. 

I hear many reports Sir, about myself from Texas in trans- 
cending my orders; but Sir, save in a very few small matters, 
I have confined myself to my instructions and the law, as will 
be seen by my report on my return. But tọ the Department 
and His Excy: do I hold myself responsible, and from whom I 
shall expect a ratification of my acts, which I believe have al- 
ways been with a view to the public weal.— 


Respectfully &e 
A. C. HINTON Commander 


P. S. It will be impossible to say what the expenditure. will be, 
until the work is finished, and the bills made out.— 


N. ORLEANS, Jany: 25, 1840. 


Hon: L. P. COOKE, Sety of the Navy. 
DEAR SIR, l 


You will find enclosed First of Exchange in our favor at 
thirty days after date for Twenty Six hundred and Sixty three 
78/100 Dollars drawn by Ð. Kerr Esqr Purser of the Texan 
Steam Ship of War Zavala and approved by A. C. Hinton Esgr 
Commander which please accept and return to me by first con- 
veyance and oblige. - 

Yours &c 
PRIESTLY & BIEN 
—Recapitulation— 
TEXAN STEAM SHIP OF WAR ZAVALA 


To PRIESTLY & BIEN Dr 
No 22. Old Levee St. ` 


To sundries supplied Pursers Department $ 23.88 
K do do Gunners do a 68.24 
K do do Engineers do 552.50 
is do do Masters do ` 1045.86 
z do do Boatswain do 210.07 
á do do Carpenters do 763.22 

Save Errors, .$ 2663.78 

P.& B 


pr W. H. WATSON. 
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S, S. ZAVALA N. ORLEANS 
26, January 1840. 


Hon: L. P. COOKE Secy of the Navy: 


SIR: 7 


I herewith have the honor to enclose to the Department 
duplicate accounts for articles furnished by Messrs Priestly & 
Bien, necessary for the refitment of the Zavala for which I 
have drawn on the Dept at 30 days, in favor of Messrs Priestly 
& Bien for the aggregate amount of 2663. 78/100 dollars, the 
requisitions for which, I will transmit to the Department with 
my report, upon my return to Texas, so soon as all the bills are 
made out for other repairs &c. I shall draw upon the Dept 
for the amount and expect to leave this Port by the 15” February 
next. 

Also enclosed is a receipt for the three bills of Exchange given 
to Messrs P. & B. 

Very Respectfully 


A. C. HINTON Commander 


NAvy DEPARTMENT 


AUSTIN Jan. 30th 1840— 
To His Excellency M. B. LAMAR 


SIR 


In answer to your communication of the 25th instant request- 
ing information at my hands of the nature and extent of the 
orders of Capt Capt. [sic] Hinton now on duty in New Orleans, 
I have thought proper to lay before you a copy of his orders, 
in conjunction with my reply, which I hope and believe will 
be satisfactory to yourself that this Department has not acted 
indiscretely 

Capt Hinton in command of the Zavala was ordered to New 
Orleans as will be seen by a reference to an accompanying copy 
of the same, to have some changes made in the machinery, hold, 
and rigging of his vessel; and at the same time to ship seamen 
and Marines. Funds were placed in his hands for these pur- 
poses, and the mode.of using them specified in the most par- 
ticular manner; and if he has involved the Govmt. it is in con- 
sequence of a disobedience of orders—a circumstance which no 
wareness of this Department can controul. 

The means appropriated for the slight repairs and altera- 
tions of the Zavala were deemed amply sufficient; and even if 
they were not, the tenor of Capt Hintons orders, and his under- 
standing with Myself should have enduced him to return to 
Galveston. without having them effected. I regret very much 
indeed to learn from the tenor of your inquiry. that Capt Hinton 
Should have taken any responsibility upon himself, and should 
feel inclined to beleive that some mistake existed concerning the 
extent of his expenditures, if I was not in reciept [sic] of a 
communication from himself in which he represents to have 
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expended on the credit or faith of this Department at least $7.000: 
(say seven thousand dollars) over and above the amount of 
$9.000 (say nine thousand dollars), entrusted to him as the 
ultimatum of expenditure. 
I most respectfully desire that you will give the accompanying 
orders relative to this matter, due consideration 
I have the honour to be 
Your Excellencies Most Obdt. Sevnt. 
Louis P. COOKE Secty Navy 


[Addressed:] To His Excellency M B Lamar City of Austin 
[Endorsed:] No. 2. 


GALVESTON March ist 1840 
His Excellency, the PRESIDENT OF TEXAS. 


SIR: 


Conscious of having done my duty to the Country and its serv- 
ice, sińce by your approval, I was induced to sacrifice all my 
private prospects and join the Navy of Texas—in justice to 
myself & to my friends. Your Excellency is respectfully re- . 
quested to inform me, through the Secy of the Navy, why I 
have been dismissed without a hearing or a reason assigned, 
and that too in a foreign port, just as I had gotten through a 
series of perplexities & troubles, without calling upon me for 
a report of my proceedings, which I informed the Department 
I was prepared to make on my arrival in Texas— 

I do not know what may be your Excellency’s views of this 
matter, but Sir, my reputation requires this application at my 
hands & it is but just & proper to expect it. 

I am Sir &c 


A. C. HINTON. 


Your Excellency’s early attention to this is respectfully re- 
quested. 
City OF HOUSTON May 11, 1840. 


~ 


Hon. L. P. COOKE Secy of the Navy.— : 


SIR: 

Feeling no disposition to enter into a Newspaper controversy 
and trouble the public with a relation of my wrongs; grievous 
though they be, on the ist of March it having been done as you 
stated by his order, I respectfully request his Excellency the 
President to inform me through you why I had been dismissed 
from the Navy of Texas, without assigning any reason and in a 
Foreign Port: l 

I have patiently awaited an answer to that application two 
months, as some reason of which I had no knowledge might 
possible [sic] be given to justify that most extraordinary act: 
and I would have been silent. But that application though 
respectfully made, has been treated with contempt, and I am 
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forced to resort to other means of redress, and in doing so, I 
disclaim any peevish opposition, or disposition on my own part, 
to put the President or Secy of the Navy to any unnecessary 
trouble: but as a sacred duty I owe to myself, my family & to 
my friends, to repel the aspersions which have been so un- 
justifiably cast upon my character, I hereby call upon the Navy 
Department for a “Court of Enquiry” upon my conduct, touch- 
ing the cause of my dismissal in New Orleans, no reason as yet 
having been assigned for it, in contradistinction to which, even a 
Midshipman has been dismissed from the Navy, on a Home 
Station, to whom reasons were courtiously [sic] assigned, why 
that Officer was dismissed 

It would seem from the manner of my dismissal, & the im- 
pression has so gone abroad, where I am not known, that I had 
been guilty of some monstrous malfeasance in Office, which I 
am prepared to refute in toto. I would however, frankly state 
to the Department, that so far as my bare dismissal from the 
Navy is concerned, I do not [deem ] it as of the slightest 
importance & have not given it a moments serious con- 
sideration, but, by that dismissal, it has gone forth to my 
countrymen of Texas, that I am unworthy of their confidence, 
& therefore disgraced. To this charge Sir. I cannot submit in 
silence.. As a right then and not as a favour do I call upon the 
Department for a “Court of Enquiry”, that my acts may be 
vindicated, or condemned by a just & lawful tribunal, whom I 
can refer, with pride & pleasure, to my letter Book, for every 
communication to & from the Department, plainly marking out 
my Official course from beginning to end, and upon the issue 
I rely with certainty, for my entire justification before the 
public upon whose verdict I can rest with perfect safety. 

The Hon: Secy of the Navy is requested to give as early an 
answer as possible, that I may be relieved, for the present, 
from the contemplation of a disagreeable & unprofitable question 
& devote my individed [sic] attention to my profession. 


I am respectfully &c 
A. C. HINTON late Commander T. N. 


P. S. Please direct to Galveston my place of residence— 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the com- 
munications from Capt A. C. Hinton late Commander of the 
Zavala to this Department—For “Capt Hinton’s orders, accounts 
& statement of accounts,” I respectfully refer you to the Printed 
Appendix to Journals of Fifth Congress—see pages 221, 225, & 
238.—BIRD HOLLAND, Chf Clk Naval Bureau. 


Mr. Raymond was excused as a witness before the Committee 
of Examination. 


Chief Clerk excused. 
Bill for the relief of Capt’s Roberts, Jackson dnd Sowell’s 
companies of rangers. Amendments of Senate concurred in. 


A bill for the redemption of certain prisoners. Amendments 
of the Senate concurred in. 
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A bill explaining certain duties of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. Amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

A bill creating a Penitentiary Code was taken up. Read ist 
time, by its caption. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill to organize the county of 
Rusk, was taken up. Rules suspended and bill passed. 

Bill for the relief of Armistead Bennet and Thomas Lagow. 
Amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

Bill for the relief of M. F. DeGraffenreid was passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of N, H. Cochran, was passed. 

Bill for the relief of Helena Nelson, passed. 

Message received from the President and enclosing Report 
from the acting Secretary of the Treasury of defaulters, from 
the commencement of the Government, which was read™ 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, January 8th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


In compliance with a resolution of your Honorable Body, of 
the 1st instant, I herewith transmit a communication from the 
Treasury Department, exhibiting a list of defaulters to the 
Government, as far as can be at present ascertained. The 
Congress will perceive from the statements of the several of- 
ficers, the reasons why full and accurate returns of all defalca- 
tions, by persons who have had public money in charge, are not 
reported. 


[SAM HOUSTON] 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT” 
AUSTIN Jany 7th 1841 [1842] 


To His Excellency SAM HOUSTON President &C 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, I enclose a copy of the Auditors Report, now before 
Congress together with a List of Defaulters from this Depart- 
ment 

` Communications from the Auditor and Comptroller show that 
[a] full list cannot be submitted to Congress at the present ses- 
sion 

The list from this Office only exhibits the person[s] who have 
been for some time Defaulters to the Government; and owe large 
amounts. Those Officers who have running accounts with the 
Department may be indebted to the Government; but it is im- 
possible with the limited number of clks, and during the time 
when the changes of the different offices are being made, to 
bring up their accounts and ascertain their indebtedness before 
the expiration of the present Congress. 

Respectfully the President’s Obt servant 
E LAWRENCE STICKNEY 
Act Secy of Treasury 


Executive Records Book, No. 40, p. 17. 
Letter Book, Treasury, 1836-1842, p. 343. 


DE TOCENALS, SATA CONCSESS, RAFUBLIC OF TEXAS 


Avnrioss OFFICE, Jany- Tth 1842. 
Sik, 

In answer to your eummmmunication accompanied by a resolution 
of the Hon. House of Representatives, “that His Excellency the 
President be requested to furmish to this (the) House the num- 
ber of defaulting g officers agents or receivers of public monies 
since the formation of the guvermment, with their several names 
and the several amounts of each anmmexsed for which they are de- 
fenitern.” I have the honer of herewith transmitting a copy of 
my annual report erding 30th September 1841, which contains 
a fall and explicit caine of delinquent officers agents &c. 
with the difference of James S. Mayfield being charged with 
ten thousand delere, which appeared in my annual report 
against K. BL Douglass, the amount beime originally charged to 
Genl Douglass br order of Hom Jas H Starr while Secretary of 
the Treasury, and now changed by order of the Secy of the 
Treasury stating that Wr. Mayfield received the amount. it was 
drawn directly from the Treasury by order of Genl Rusk and not 
through the Auditor and Comptroller as it should have been 
done, comsequently mo charge was made until the notice was 
served. 

Im relation to the Navy accounts I beg leave to refer you to 
the communication accompanying my annual report for the past 
year, which states that mamy of them are now before the comp- 
troller for his approval, and some for a considerable léngth of 
time, and camnct be reported by the Auditor until they are re- 
turned to him. All the cthers are fully reported up to the date 
above specified. 

There are also many accounts of subordinate disbursing of- 
ficers of the Quarter Master & Commissary Departments that 
havre not been transmitted to the Auditor for settlement; it 
would therefore be impossible to make as full and complete a 
report as contemplated by the resolution. And I do not think 
with the present mumber of clerks in the officers [sic] connect- 
ed with the matter, (those accounts being behind hand for 
several years) it could be done in any short period. 


Respectfully Your Obt Sevt 
CHARLES MASON Auditor 


E. L. STICKNEY Esqr Actng. Secy. Treasy. 


Mr, Forbes moved to print the statement of defaulters. Sup- 
ported by Messrs. Porter, Darnell, Parker of Fort Bend, and 
Grimes. 250 copies were ordered to be printed. 

Bill for the relief of Daniel M. Wiseman. On motion of Mr. 
Caldwell, rule suspended and bill passed. 

Mer. Forbes, Chairman of the Select Committee, to whom was 
referred an enquiry into the disposition of the 250 ,000 received 

wAnditer’s epee ee 52. The list of defaulters is found in Aaner = 


Ss, 1839-1855, 45-51, aad in Treasurer's Reports, 1837-1843 169-1 
it is also found in Gourkits of the Sizth Congress, Republic of Teas, iS ASeS, TT THE. 
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by Commodore Moore at Tobasco, made a report, stating their 
belief that the matter properly belonged to the Executive. 
stating their inability for want of information, to say what 
necessity existed for the expenditure of the money, and recom- 
ones that Commodore Moore, be held to strict accountabil- 
ity. 
’ House adjourned to 3 o’clock. 
EVENING SESSION. 
SATURDAY, Jan. 8. [1842] 
Quorum present. 
The Bill concerning the Supreme Court was taken up and 
made the special order of the day for Monday, at 12 o’clock. 


House then adjourned to 10 o’clock, Monday morning. 


MONDAY, Jan. 9. [10, 1842]° 


Present—Messrs. Speaker, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, 
Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, Niebling, Hunter, Jones of Gal- 
veston, Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Par- 
ker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, 
Raymond, Roberts, Smith, Usher, Woods. Wynns. 

Committee on.Finance reported a Bill making appropriations 
for the Government for the year 1842. l 

Committee on the Judiciary reported a bill for the relief of 
John Hemphill and R. E. B. Baylor.” 

Committee on Claims and Accounts reported Bills for the re- 
lief of Dennis Walsh“ and John Davis.” 


COMMITTEE Room Janr. 8th. 1842 
Hon. K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of the H. of R. 


The Committee on Clames and Accounts To whome was Refrd 
the Clame of Dennis Walsh; have Instructed me to Report that 
it is found to be Just, and Recommend the pasage of the follow- 
ing Joint Resolution 

ISAAC PARKER Chairman 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, that Dennis Walsh 
be and he is hereby authorised to Retain as his property, the 
Smith tools now in his possession in full for his services as 
Blacksmith for the Govt. under Contract with E. Waller. 
2nd. Be it further Resolved that this Resolution take effect from 
and after its passage 


“The report has not been found. g 

=The report of this session is en from the Daily Bulletin, January 11, 1842. 

“The orts have not been found.. , 

“The eor. is with the joint resolution. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. et 
Endorsed: Joint Resolution for the relief of D Walsh Read ist time Jany 10th 
Read 2 time Jany 31 Rule suspd Read 3d time & passed Engd Tho H Hord 
E C. H R Report of Committee on Clames & Accounts D. Walsh. sia 

©The report is with the joint resolution. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. ma 
Endorsed: 5 Joint Resolution for the releif of, John Davis Read 1 time E a 
Read 2 time Jany 29 Rule suspd Read 3d time & passed Engrossed Tho. H. Hor 
E. C. H. R Report of Committee on Claims & Accts. 
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Hon K L ANDERSON Speaker 


The committee on claims and accounts to which was referred 
the petition of John Davis, have had the same under considera- 
tion and beg leave to report that they find his claim to be just 
and recommend the passage of the following joint resolution for 
his releif. 

ISAAC PARKER Chairman 


Sec. 1. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled That 
the Auditor be and he is hereby authorized and required to 
audit the Account of John Davis to the use of Caleb Willborne 
for the sum of fifty six dollars and fifty cents 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved that the amount aforesaid 
when audited be receivable in payment only for dues which have 
already accrued and that this joint resolution take effect from 
and after its passage. 

Committee returned all other claims in their possession, rec- 
ommended that no further action be taken by Congress upon 
such claims, but that they be referred to the Auditor, thereby 
saving much time to Congress. 

The chairman of the Military Committee rose and said he was 
about to make a similar recommendation. He said there were a 
great many claims before that Committee for relief, and he 
thought they would multiply until the end of the session. He 
said that the examination and action upon them was the duty 
of the Auditor, instead of which it had been thrown upon Con- 
gress, and he trusted that the evil would be remedied by declin- 
ing further action upon them, and that the parties be allowed 
to withdraw their claims and place them before the Auditor. 

Mr. Fowler rose and adverted to two claims which he had 
presented, which were not properly authenticated, so as to ob- 
tain the approval of the Auditor, and the authentication never 
could be obtained, in consequence of the death of the officer who 
should have made returns. He hoped the report would not be 
received, but that the Committee would continue to act, and do 
all they could until adjournment. 

Mr. Roberts hoped the report would be adopted. 

Mr. Smith hoped it would not, on account of the same peti- 
tions referred to by Mr. Fowler. 

Mr. Robinson presented a Bill for the relief of G. A. Patillo. 

Mr. Niebling presented the petition of Joseph and Monroe 
Sampier.” 

Vote for Saturday, directing the publication of a list of de- 
faulters then read to the House, was reconsidered, the resolution 

“Munroe and Joseph Sampier represented that they were sons of one of the 
Board. of Travelling Land Comamiecionens, ae Sahat eecee ee Rarer iad The 
Dion thee cee ae to grant each of them one-third of a league of land 
tificates of several leading uns ae a Ya poet HNE a A a 

Sampier and Joseph E. Sampier and addressed te Mr. Janes Fact selector. in 


congress Sity of Austin. Endorsed: Petition of Mun i i 
Lands Jany 7. Memorials and Petitions. Eo ne eee eens 
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withdrawn, and another resolution offered by Mr. Robinson, to 
publish a list of all defaulters to the Government, which will be 
made out in a few days, which being amended by Mr. Van Ness, 
so as to be published in some newspaper was adopted. 

Mr. Dennis introduced a Bill to amend the several acts re- 
lating to Probate Courts and the settlement of successions. 

Mr. Robinson introduced'a Bill to lay a tax on suits. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a Bill for the relief of William Johnson. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Raymond, a Bill regulating the meeting of 
Congress, was taken up and on motion of Mr. Wynns, was in- 
definitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, the Bill to raise a revenue by impost 
duties was taken up. The House spent the morning in amend- 
ing the Bill.” 


House adjourned. 


ry 


The first section of the bill reads as follows: . 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Texas, in congress assembled, That there shall be levied, collected and paid the 
following specific and ad valorem duties, in lieu of those now paid by law, to wit: 

On Flour, one dollar per barrel. + 

Corn and corn-meal, thirty cents per bushel of fifty pounds. 

Oats, twenty cents per bushel of thirty-two pounds. 

All other grains, forty cents per bushel of sixty pounds. 

Salt, five cents per bushel of fifty pounds. 

Sugar (brown), one cent per pound. 

Coffee, one cent ner pound. 

Teas of all descriptions, 15 cents per pound. 

Allspice and Black pep{pler 5 cents per pound, and all other spices thirty per 

cent ad valorem. 

Sperm candles ten cents per pound: 

Tallow candles, four cents per pound. 

Sperm Oil, Thirty cents per gallon. 

Tobacco, manufactured, fifty per cent ad valorem. 

Spanish Segars, five dollars per thousand. 

American Segars, three dollars per thousand. 

Butter, Six cents per pound. - 

Lard, three cents per pound. 

Cheese, three cents per pound. 

Chocolate. three cents per pound 

Beef, in barrels or otherwise, three dollars for two hundred pounds. 

Pork in barrels, or otherwise, four dollars for two hundred pounds. a 

Bacon, three cents per pound. 

Peas and Beans, fifty cents per bushel. 

Rice, two cents per pound. 

Pickles, Sweetmeats and all kinds of conserves, thirty per cent ad valorem. 

Fruits, preserved, dried and green, thirty per cent ad valorem. 

Loaf Sugar and candies, three cents per pound. 

Havana Sugar (white), two cents per pound. 2 

Vinegar, ten cents per gallon. 

Bar Soap, three cents per pound. 

Shaving and all perfumed Sop, thirty per cent ad valorem. 

Porcelain and crockery-ware of all kinds, thirty per cent, ad valorem. . : 

Cabinet-Ware, and all manufactures of wood, or of which wood is the material 

of chief value, thirty per cent ad valorem. : ; 

All manufacture of Tin, or which Tin is the material of chief value, thirty per 

eent. ad valorem. > 

Shoes and Boots of all kinds, twenty-five per cent ad valorem. 

Hats of all kinds, twenty-five per cent ad valorem. 

Ladie’s Bonnets of all kinds, twenty-five per cent ad valorem. 

Pleasure-carriages and Harness of all kinds, thirty-five per cent. ad valorem. 

Ready-made clothing and Wearing apparel of all kinds, thirty per cent ad 

valorem E 

Hard Ware and Cutlery of all kinds, twenty-five per: cent- ad valorem 

Chairs of all kinds, thirty per cent, ad valorem. 

Saddlery of all kinds, thirty per cent ad valorem 

All house frames and lumber of every kind fifteen per cent ad valorem. 


The following is the House amendment to this section: 


Y 


On Corn and corn meal ten cents per bushel 
On Oats ten cents per bushel 
On all other grains ten cents per bushel 


On Salt ten cents per bushel 
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EVENING SESSION 
' Three O’clock™ 


The bill under consideration when the House adjourned, was 
laid on the table. l 

Communication from John M. Hansford, Judge of the 7th 
Judicial District, was received and read, requesting copies of the 
resolutions impeaching him, together with the report of the 
committee on the testimony taken before them; referred to im- 
peachment committee.” 


The two sessions are combined, in the report in The Weekly Texian, January 
19, 1842. 


2The communication is endorsed: Memorial of John M. Hansford. Memorials 
and Petitions. a 


On Coffee two cents per pound 

On all spices Thirty per cent ad valorum 
On Tobacco manufactured Thirty per cent ad. valorum 
On Pork Three dollars per barrell 

On Bacon One and half cents pr pound 


On all articles mentioned in the bill at thirty or thirty five per cent ad-valorum 
insert in lieu thereof fifteen per cent ad-valorum, except where it relates to 
Pickles sweetmeats & conserves which shall be subject to a duty of twenty five 
pr et ad-valorem 

The second section of the bill reads: ra 

Be it further enacted, that Bagging, Bale, Rope and Twine used for packing 
cotton, Powder, Lead, and Fire arms of every description, Stock of all kinds, 
Bibles, Testaments and primary school books shall be imported free of duty, all 


other Books and Stationary shall be subject to a duty of fifteen per cent ad 
valorem. 


The amendment to this section reads: 

In section 2d strike out all articles enumerated as free except stock of all kinds, 
Bibles, Testaments, and primary school books. 

A further amendment to this section reads: 

Be it further enacted, that there shall be collected on bagging, bale rope and 
twine used for packing cotton, a duty of 10 per eent advalorem, and a duty of 
fifteen per cent advalorem on powder Lead, and fire arms of every description ; 
and stocks of all kinds, bibles, testaments and primary school books shall be 
imported free of duty; all other books and stationary shall be subject to a duty 
of fifteen per cent ad valorem. 

The. third section of the bill reads: 

Be it further enacted, that all the duties made payable by this act or any law 

- heretofore passed, and not repealed by this, shall be receivable in gold or silver 


or money equal in value, any law or obligation heretofore made to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 


The amendment is as follows: 

After the words “gold and silver” Strike out “or money equal in value” and 
insert “Exchequer Bills” ` 

Section 5 reads: 


Be it further enacted, That the Counties of Paschal, Bowie, Red River, Lamar, 
and Fannin shall compose a collectoral District. The Collectors appointed for 
the Districts of Sabine, San Augustine, and Red River, shall be and they are 
hereby authorized to appoint such number of Deputies, subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, as may be deemed necessary for the proper 
collection of the Revenue, and said Deputies shall receive for compensation, ten 
per cent on the amount of duties collected and paid over to the collector, provided 
the amount does not exceed five hundred dollars per annum. The collectors 
which may be appointed under this section, or heretofore appointed in said Districts 
shall receive five per cent upon all amounts received from Deputies and paid into 
the Treasury, and fifteen per cent on all amounts collected without the aid 
of Deputies, until the commission and fees amount to eight hundred dollars for 
each collector, in which case all excess of commission and fees of office shall be 
paid into the Treasury for the use of the Republic. Should the above commission 
& fees fall below the stipulated .conditional salary, then and in that case the 
commissions and fees shall be in full for salary. 

The amendments to this section are as follows: 

2d. line—strike out the word “Paschal” after the words collectoral District in 
3d line insert “to be called the collectoral District of Red River” before the words 
“The Collectors” in 3d line insert the following “That the Counties of Harrison 
Panola and Paschal shall constitute the collectoral District of Lake Soda” and in 


the 4th line strike out the word “and” before “Red | r “ 2 
insert the words “and lake Soda” River” and after “Red River 


ape n n ection of the bill reads: 

e it further enacted, that the provisions of this act shall b il 
goods, wares, and merchandize arriving from the Port of New Grane: oe any 
other Port in the Gulf of Mexico, or brought into this Republic by land carriage 
from and after the fifteenth day of February next, from all other Ports on the 
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CITY HOTEL AUSTIN Jan 10th 1842 


To the Honl K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of the H f e- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas. e House of Repre 


SIR 


I received official information this morning by order of the 
Honl Senate of the Republic of Texas sitting as a high court of 
impeachment through the sergeant at arms that I had been im- 
peached at the bar of the Senate on the Sixth instant by the 
Honl. House of Representatives for misdemeanors, in office as 
judge of the Seventh Judicial District. Believing it to be ab- 
solutely certain that the Honl. House of Representatives before 
adopting the Resolution to impeach me and the Committee be- 
fore Recommending it heard testimony-against me: and as the 
investigation which is about to take place is one which involves 
the most momentuous [sic] considerations to myself as well as 
to the country I respectfully request that you cause copies of the 
Resolution impeaching me together with the report of the com- 
mittee and the testimony. taken before them to be furnished me 
by the chief clerk of the Honl House of Representatives 


With high considerations I Remain your obedient Humble 
Servant i 


JOHN- -M. HANSFORD Judge 7th Judicial District 


“continent of America from and after the first day of March next, and from all 
other places not herein named from and after the first day of April next 
ensuing. 

The amendment to this section reads: 


Strike out 9th Section and insert in lieu thereof “That this act shall go into 
effect from and after the first day of February 1842” 


Additional amendments passed by the House: 


Be it further enacted that the second section of an act altering the several 
acts to raise a public Revenue by impost duties approved 5th February 1840, be 
and the same is hereby declared to be in force—Provided the Consignor or shipper 
of any goods wares or merchandize shall not be required to furnish distinct and 
separate invoices of each and every purchase made, but that he may be permitted, 
to present the several bills of purchase made which shall be deemed as an 
invoice of the whole amount shipped; and further provided, that for granting 
consular certificates the Consul shall charge one dollar for each and évery cer- 
tificate instead of two dollars as provided for in the section of the act hereby 
declared to be in force, and further provided, That no certificate shall be 
required unless the invoice exceed fifty dollars. 

Be it further-enacted, That an additional duty of five per cent ad valoreum be 
¿collected over and above that which the law otherwise directs from all goods 
imported on foreign bottoms, with the exception of those foreign vessels which 
by treaty or act of Congress are permitted to enter on the payment of the domestic 
duty. 

Be it further enacted, That from and after the nineteenth day of May 1842. 
there shall be laid on all vessels which may enter any port of the Republic from 
any foreign port or place the following tonnage duty; on ships or vessels belonging 
to the Republic at the rate of twenty cents per ton. On all foreign vessels at 
the rate of one dollar per ton. a tonnage duty of One dollar pr ton— 

The Senate reject all the amendments Macfarlane Secty House insist on all 
amendments and have appointed a Committee of conference Van Ness Jones of 
Galveston McConnell Usher Raymond Jones of San Patricio, Bills, Sixth Congress, 
No. 2485. Endorsed: 218 No. 14 4 An Act To amend “an act entitled an act 
to raise a Revenue by impost Duties. Read 1 time Deer 16 1841 Read 2 time 
Decr 18 1841 & Laid on Table until Monday next Read 2 time Monday Decr 
-20 184[{1] & Laid on the table—Read -2 time Decr_21 & Referred -tö Comtee A 
Finance Read 2 time Decr 23. Rules Suspended—Read 3rd time & passed eer 
Macfarlane Secty Senate Engrossed Decr. 24th 1841 Thos Green Engrossing 
Senate By H. W. Raglin Read ist time Dec 29th 1841 Read 2 time Dec 30 are 
to Finance Taken up Jany 10th & amended and_passed to a 8d reading-——Rea 
time & passed Jany 12th J H Raymond C C H R 94.9 

For the law as finally passed see Gammel, Laws of Texas, II, 734-7. 


+ 
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Mr. Robinson moved to take up orders of the High Court of 
Impeachment, which was done and they were read. 

Mr. Jones, of Galveston, presented a resolution for the relief 
of Hamilton P. Bee.” ; 

Bill to amend an act to raise a revenue by impost duties was 
again taken up. 

Mr. Robinson, as a matter of accommodation, moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote of the morning, taxing bale rope, twine 
and bagging 15 per cent. Reconsidered. 

Mr. Williamson moved to admit those articles free of duty. 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Darnell, Grimes. Head, 
Hewett, Mayfield, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, 
Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Roberts, Van Zandt, Williamson, Wood 
—16. 
Nays—Messrs. Bowers, Cooke, Dancy. Daniels, Dennis, 
Forbes, Fowler, Niebling, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of 
Gonzales, Kuykendall, Latimer, McConnell, Morris, Raymond, 
Robinson, Smith, Usher, Wynns—20. i 

Mr. Cooke moved to add stock of all kinds to the articles 
exempt from duty, so as to encourage the importation of im- 
proved breeds. Adopted. 

The vote was then taken on the adoption of the section just 
reconsidered, and it was again adopted; Yeas 21, Nays 15. 

Bill was passed to its third reading. pr 

Report of the committee of conference on the Fee Bill was 
received and adopted.’ 

House adjourned: 

TUESDAY MORNING, Jan. 11. [1842]’ 


House met—present—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Bower, Cooke, 
Daniels, Dancy, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes. Head, Hewett, Hunter, 
Jones of Galveston. Kuykendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, 
Niebling, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Pattillo, 


Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts. Smith, Usher, Van Zandt, 
Woods. 


Mr. Smith presented the petition of Jonathan Bird, for au- 
thority to locate certain tracts of land around Bird’s Fort, for 
the use and occupancy of the settlers at that place. 


10Hamilton P. Bee was clerk of the commission to run the Boundary Line 
between the United States and Texas. He was paid $1000 per ennui and 
travelling expenses. Comptroller's Civil Service Records, Claims Papers. 

1The report has not been found. 

*From the Daily Bulletin, January 12, 1842. 


‘Jonathan Bird, in October, 1841, received an order from General E. H. Tarrant, 
to raise a company, proceed to the Trinity River and establish a fort for the 
protection of the frontier of Fannin and Lamar Counties. He raised a company 
of about thirty men and established a fort a few miles below the old Caddo 
village. Ignorant of the scope of country set apart for the exclusive benefit 
of Messrs. Browning and Company, Bird found that he had located upon the 
lands appropriated to the use of said colony. Inasmuch as Browning and 
Company had as yet failed to commence their colony as authorized by law, the 
petitioner prayed for himself and those under his command to be authorized to 
-locate a portion of the land around the fort, sufficient to give every single man 
640 acres, and every man of family 1280 acres of land. Bird stated that he 
believed the maintenance of his fort to be essential to t 


7 € he protecti 

frontier of those counties. He also prayed that the Secretary of War ‘ne 
authorized to issue him a sufficient quantity of powder and lead and such pro- 
vision’ ei oe r e r A ous ee eaae of said colony for twelve months. 
ndorsed : etition o onathan Bird, ilitary Affai i i 

Usher Jan’y 26th. Memorials and Petitions.. w i a a aa 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 357 


_ The Military Committee asked to be discharged from con- 
sideration of petitions of Michael Ziller, J oseph H. Rogers, Wil- 
liam Perry, John Tucker, Andrew Brugher‘* and George B. 
rath, which they returned to the House. Adopted. Reported 
favorably on petition of William Snodgrass. 

[The Committee on Naval Affairs reported on the petition of 
Benjamin S. Grayson. ]° 


To the Hon.ble the SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


The Com. on Naval Affairs to whom was refered the petition 
and accompanying documents relative thereto of Benjamin S. 
Grayson have had the same under careful consideration, report 
the same back to the House with the accompanying joint resolu- 
tion and recommend its passage 


Louis P. COOKE Chm. N. Com. 


Be it Enacted by S. & H. R. in congress assembled. That the 
auditor is hereby authorised and required to audit the accotint 
of Benj S. Grayson to the amount of $15000 for the Thos. Toby,- 
which shall be receivable for all public dues which have hereto- 
fore accrued 

The Naval Committee reported the claim of Thomas Hanson 
back to. the House, and asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration. 

The Committee on Post Offices and Roads recommended a 
Bill to authorize the Secretary of State to discontinue mail 
routes, on certain conditions.’ 

The Senate informed the House that they had refused to 
adopt the report made by their Committee of Conference on the 
Fee Bill. e . ' 

Mr. Raymond introduced a Bill for increasing the compensa- 
tion of Chief Clerks of Departments to nine hundred dollars, 
and assistant Clerks to eight hundred and fifty dollars. Mr. 
Raymond made some remarks in support of the Bill; said he had 
made calculations, and had found the present salary. entirely in- 
competent to pay their necessary expenses, and he thought Con- . 
gress ought to make additional allowances to them. He moved 
a suspension of the rule, so as to pass the Bill tó the 2nd read- 
ing. Lost. 

— aThe petition has not been found. Andreas Brugger was attorney to collect all 
money due William H. Henderson, a private in Captain J. H. Cooke’s company, 
called the Border Guards. Brugger was also assignee of Simon Fraser and 
H. B. Morel, members of the Pitkin Guards: Comptroller’s Military Service 
Gear B. Brath tain of ompany, for himself and in behalf of-the 

SG . È i of as C n z gs. 
men anaes his command. Stated that dn July, 1842 [1840], he was authorized to raise 
twelve volunteers to spy out the Indians on the Brazos. He succeeded in raising 
eight men and on August 20, 1840, he with his men left Nashville on a spying 
expedition, returning September 4. Neither he nor his men had received any 
compensation for their services and he therefore prayed Congress to afford him and 
his company such relief as they deemed right and just. Endorsed : 42 Geo-B. 
Erath Petition Military Affairs Dec 10. Memorials. and Petitions. z = 

‘The report is with the joint resolution. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2481. 7 ae 
dorsed: 5 Report of Naval Com Read ist time Jany 11 Read 2 time Jany Bul 

i j ea S * 
Hees i? p T nerosod Jan. 22—-Tho H Hord E cH R Laid on the 


table 
The reports have not been found. 
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Mr. Robinson presented a certificate of the Auditor, in rela- 
tion to some dues for printing, which were referred to Printing 
Committee. 

Mr. Dancy moved a reconsideration of the vote of last eve- 
ning, adopting report of Committee of Conference on the Fee 
Bill, which was reconsidered and report withdrawn. 

Mr. Wynns moved a reconsideration of the vote passing Im- 
post Bill, which was carried. Ayes 17—Noes 14. 

Naval Committee made a report, relative to the furniture of 
the Zavala, stating-their opinion that the Secretary of War and 
Navy, under the direction of the President, had ample power 
to institute inquiry into the matter, and requesting to be dis- 
charged from its consideration." 

On, motion of Mr. Cooke, the Bill for the protection of the 
northern and western frontier, was taken up. 

Nearly all the morning was taken up in consideration of the 
Bill, and sundry amendments made, and the Bill was finally 
ordered to be engrossed.’ 


®The report has not been found. 


The first section of the bill reads: , 

Be it enacted, etc., That there shall be established one post at the Bason Springs, 
on the Great Mineral Bayou, 15 miles South of Coffee’s Station on Red River, to 
be called the Military Colony of Red River; one at or near the West fork of the 
Trinity, in the Cross Timbers, about 40 miles fr the Bason Springs, to be called 
the Military Colony of the Trinity; one post at dr near the junction of the Bosque 
and the Brazos, to be called the Military Colony of the Brazos; one post at or 
near the junction of Pecan Bayou and the Colorado River, to be called the Military 
Colony of Colorado; one post at or near the [blank] to be cailed the Military 
Colony of [blank] one post at or near the upper fork of the Cibolo, to be called 
the Military Colony of the Cibolo; one post at or near the Rio Frio, above the 
San Antonio road to Lorado, to be called: the Military Colony of Lorado; one post 
at or near where the San Antonio road to Lorado crosses the Nueces, to be called 
the Military Colony of the Nueces; one post at or near San Patricio, to be called 
the Military Colony of San Patricio. 


To this the following substitute was made: 

That there shall be established one post at or near the Bason Springs on the 
Great Mineral Bayou 15 miles south of Coffees Station, to be called the Military 
Colony of Red River. One post at or near the Hackbury fort on the Elm fork 
of the Trinity to be called the Military Colony of East Trinity, one post on the 
Main Prong of the Trinity in the Cross Timbers to be called the Military Colony of 
Trinity. One post at or near the head of Burnetts prong of the Trinity in the 
Cross Timbers to be called the Military Colony of West Trinity, one post at or 
near the head of Chambers creek sometimes known as Pecan Creek where said 
creek is crossed by the upper line marked out for the military road to be called 
the Military Colony of the Cross Timbers, one post at or near the Toweash 
village on the Brazos, to be called the “Military Colony of the Brazos, one post on 
the Little River at or near where a line from the Toweash village to the Mouth 
of the PierDenalis on the Colorado River crosses the same which shall be called 
Military Colony of Little River. One post on the PierDenalis or Colorado near 
the junction of the Colorado and PierDenalis to be called the Military Colony of 
Colorado—One post on the Rio Blanco on and north of the Post Road from 
Austin to San Antonio to be called the Military Colony of Blanco, one post on 
the Guadalupe at or near the crossing of the old San Antonio and Nacogdoches 
road to be called the Military Colony of Guadaloupe one post at or near the head 
of the Cibilo to be called the Military Colony of the Cibilo one post at or near 
the Canon ford of the Medina to be called the Military colony of the Medina 

Other amendments to section one were as follows: 

2o por at or near the Mouth of the Rio Frio to be called the Military Colony of 

10 Tl 
One post at or near San Patricio to be called the M 


ilitar icLi 
y Colony of San Patric ijo 
One post 46. Miles above fort Houston on the We i ini i 
st Side of Trinity River Parker 
amend, by “One post on the Sabine” for th ve—V 
r e abo an Zandt adopted and 


Strike out the words, where said creek is crossed by the i 

es ioe ery. roe See Tot aymond adopted 7 APPETERE 
trike ou ason Spring and insert some convenien i i 

timber near Red River in Sect 1st Smith adopted poor TA OY EOR: MOREE Chose 


One post on the Atoscoso at or near the Bexar Count i 
Military Colony of Atoscoso adopted Hunter EE ono ie See ue 
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Ayes.—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, 
Dancy, Darnell, Daniels, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head 
Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Lattimer [sie], McConnell, 


Morris, Parker of Houston, Porter, Raymond, Smith h 
Williamson, and Wynns.—25. y , Usher, 


Noes.—Daniels, Landrum, Parker of Fort Bend, Patill 
nall, Roberts, and Van Zandt.—7. , Patillo, Pen 


Mr. Cooke moved that the rule be suspended and the Bill | 
passed, which was carried. 


On motion of Mr Van Zandt, Joint Resolution for relief of 
- William Bryan, was taken up, debated, amended, rule suspended. 
and passed.” 


The following sections are deleted: 


5th. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Commandants aforesaid, appointed for 
the Military Colonies aforesaid, shall be the civil and military heads of the same 
—shall be ex-officio Notaries Public, invested with the authority and jurisdiction 
of civil Magistrates, and shall have power to try and determine all landed 
difficulties and disputes originating in the partition or allotment of lands apper- 
taining to the said posts or Military Colonies; Provided, however, that their acts 
as civil magistrates shall not be final, and that their decisions, with regard to the 
alopnents of lands around the different posts, may be supervised by the Secretary 
o ar, 5 

22d. Be it further enacted, etc., That all Mexican traders coming from the Rio 
Grande, or any place West and North of said line of posts, shall report them- 
selves to some Commandant of the same, stating his or their business, and get a 
passport from said Commandant before he or they shall pass the line of said 
posts; and any persons aforesaid, neglecting to report and obtain the necessary 
passports, shall be treated as enemies if found East of said line of posts. 

24th. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be the duty of the Commandants 
of the Military Colonies on the Nueces, to have the space between their post and 
the Rio Grande traversed in such manner as will give most protection and security 
to that section of country. ; 

26th, Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be the duty of the county tax 
Assessors to assess and collect 1-6th of one-half per cent. on all taxable property 
in their counties, which amounts, when collected, they shall pay over to the 
Secretary of the Treasury in a separate and distinct sum, and it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to preserve the same a separate and 
distinct fund for the benefit and use of the Military Colonies aforesaid, which he 
shall pay out to the order of the Secretary of War for the purposes aforesaid. 

The following sections are added as amendments and fitted in the reconstruc‘ed 
numeration of the sections. : 

S. 17. Be it further enacted ete. That the Comts. and surveyors aforesaid 
shall each have an 80 acre section of land out of the 2560 acre tract of land to 
be surveyed as aforesaid in addition to any other lands provided for under the 
provisions of this act. Endorsed: 18th Sect. Entered , 

18 Sect Be it further Enacted etc. That every military colonist who shall agree 
to serve out [blank] term of enlistment as here in specified shall be entitled to 
one 80 acre section of land out of the 2560 tract of land to be surveyed as afore- 
said in dependant of any other lands mentioned in this act—Hndorsed: 19th Sect. 
Entered i 

20th. Sect. Be it further enacted etc, that the said 80 acre sections of land 
named in the 16th section of this bill shall be subject to the same rules of division 
and combination as specified in the 16th section of this act relative to 640 acre 
sections— Endorsed: 20th Sect : 

20st Sect. Be it further enacted etc. That the Comdts. shall forward a 
certified duplicate survey of the said 2560 Secty. of War and Com. of the Gen. 
Land office with the names of those who may hold divisions in the same by lot 
apportionment or otherwise marked thereon—Endorsed: 21st. Sect. i 

2ind Sect. Be it further enacted etc. That the Com. of the Gen. Land office 
shall issue patents to said 80 acre sections of Land on the same terms and upon 
the same restrictions as specified in the 16th section of this act relative to 640 
acre sections of this act Endorsed: 22nd. Sect, i 

See Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2450. The bill is printed and not endorsed. 


The amendments are to the first and third sections o ie bill, z rong A 

Sec. 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of epresentatives o e 
Republic of Texas in A A assembled, That the auditor be and he is hereby 
authorized and required to audit the accounts of William Bryan late Texian 
Agent and Consul in New Orleans for the sum of Twenty ‘Thousand two hundred 
and forty dollars and forty eight cents in par funds, and the said ar Ps 
hereby authorized and required to issue to the said William Bryan, audited. rafts 
for the sum. to be redeemable out hor cae Me dene z the Treasury which may 
h f riated by Congress for that p ; f 

“Section z “Be it further “resolved ; That the amount of audited drafts yee 
required to be issued to the said William Bryan shall be considered in full for all 


o 
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The Committee of Impeachment, James S. Mayfield, Chair- 
man, reported that it was inexpedient to furnish Judge Hans- 
ford with the testimony taken before the Committee of Exam- 
ination, because at the time, they were acting as a Grand In- 
quest, and because the evidence was not taken down fully. 

Communication of the President, enclosing a request for an- 
other clerk to the General Post Office, was read. The President 
said he had no personal interest in applications of this charac- 
ter, but he thought i[t] advisable to give the assistance asked 
for.” 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
City oF AUSTIN, January 11th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HoUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES: 


The attention of your Honorable Body is respectfully invited 
to the accompanying communication from the Department of 
State, enclosing a statement from the General Post Office 
Bureau. 

The personal convenience of the Executive is not at all con- 
cerned in the clerical facilities afforded the several Depart- 
ments under his control. But under a full conviction of the ut- 
ter impracticability of progressing with the public business, 
without the additional assistance suggested in the communica- 
tion now submitted for the consideration and action of Con- 
gress, he is constrained to recommend that provision be made 
to meet the indispensable necessities of the Department. 


[Sam Houston] 


i DEP. OF STATE, Jan. 10th 1842” 
To the PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 


SIR, 


I have the honor to enclose you herewith the copy of a com- 
munication from the Clerk in charge of the Bureau of the Gen- 
eral Post Office attached to this Department. As the business 
of that Bureau is now much in arrear, and constantly accumu- 
lating, and as the examination of the quarterly returns, and the 
comparison of one with another necessarily requires the as- 
sistance of two persons at the same time, without which the busi- 


claims of the said Bryan, against this Government up te the pr 

this Joint Resolution shall take effect from and after its eee ee 
The amendments are: 

2 See out all of the ist section after the word issue in the 13th line—and 
in favour of said William Bryan 


é or bearer Audited i 
legal interest from their date, and Or ar sum Hearne 


payable out of any money in the Treasury not 


NE appropriated, after the first day of January 1843. Jones of Gal 
Strike out the words “up to the present date” and i os 

‘ J insert— 

in the Treasury Department—” in Sect 3d Van Ness adopted ag ene 


Bilis, Sixth Congress, No. 1863. Endorsed: Joint Resoluti i 
ithe sea treme agent & Consul at N. Orleans Read ist tine gang sa Rena $ 
. alee n ordered to be Engrossed Rule suspd Read 3d time & passed & gone 


“Executive Records, Book No. 40, p. 18. 
“Correspondence, Department of State, 1836-1842, Letter Book, No. 1, 261-262. 
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ness of the office can not progress, I would respectful 
ee the subject be referred to the Honorable e se = 
action. 

According to the existing law but one assistant Clerk is al- 
lowed to this Department, whose whole time is more than re- 
quired in copying the laws for publication, and in recording the 
multifarious correspondence, foreign an[d] domestic, to and 
from this Department, the latter of which is now some months 
in arrear. It is believed, however, that with the aid of one ad- 
ditional assistant clerk, to this Department, its business as well 
as that of the General Post Office, could be brought up, and reg- 
ularly and properly progressed with in future. Without this. 
assistance however, these desirable objects can not be ac- 
complished. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
Your Obt Servant 
ANSON JONES. 


BUREAU OF THE GENERAL POST OFFICE” 
AUSTIN January 6th 1842. 


Hon. ANSON JONES Secy of State, 


SIR: 

On entering upon the duties of this Bureau I find the bus- 
iness of the office greatly in the rear. A: part of the regular 
business, and that which I concieve [sic] as requiring particular 
attention, such as Returns from the different Post Masters of 
the country I find three months behind, and in some instances 
for a year past they have not been examined. It is absolutely 
necessary that they should undergo a strict examination, in 
order, that the Department should receive the correct amounts 
due from those offices; many of the: Returns have been found 
incorrect, errors that would materially effect the revenue of the 
Post Office Department: such we are obliged to suspend and 
write the Post Masters after making out their accounts for 
them. This examination of Returns is of such a nature as to re- 
quire two persons to preform [sic]. 

Numerous changes are continually taking place among Post 
Masters by Resignations, Removeals [ste], discontinuing of Of- 
fices, and establishing of new ones, which requires much time 
and labor. The business of this Bureau is greatly augmented, 
in the settlement of the accounts of the various mail Contrac- 
tors. À 

The office being intierly [sic] destitute of Mail bags, loeks 
and keys—it is necessary that a supply should be immediately 
furnished. i 

Respectfully Your Obet Servt. | 
A. C. HYDE Clerk P. O. Bureau 


House adjourned. 


31n Domestic Correspondence. 


Endorsed: A C Hyde chf clk P O. Bureau ‘Jany 
6th 1842 To Secretary of State 


$ 
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EVENING SESSION.“ 
House met—quorum present. 


Mr. Robinson moved that ‘250 copies of the Report of Select 
Committee on the adoption of a system of weights and meas- 
urfe]s for the Republic be printed. Adopted. 


Mr. Smith proposed that a resolution to allow three additional 
clerks to the General Land Office be taken up, which was done, 
and rules being suspended, adopted. 


Mr. Parker, of Houston, offered a Resolution that the Presi- 
dent set apart a Government room for the use of the city Post- 
office. Rules were suspended, and the resolution ordered to 
be engrossed. 


Bill to prohibit the service of civil process, and the transac- 
tion of public business, except the business of the Postoffice, on 
the Sabbath, coming from the Senate, was referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 


A Bill to amend an act to raise a revenue by impost duties, 
was taken up. 


Mr. Robinson moved to amend, by adding a duty of one dol- 
lar per ton on all vessels arriving in the country. 


Mr. Grimes moved to make it fifty cents per ton. i Rejected. 

Mr. Wynns moved to make it fifty cents on steam þackets ar- 
riving. once a month or oftener. Rejected. 

Amendment of Mr. Robinson adopted. 


‘Mr. Fowler moved that one dollar per head be charged on all 
slaves introduced into the country. Ayes 12. Noes 25. 


Mr. Williamson moved to reconsider the vote putting a duty 
upon bagging, rope and twine. Š 


Mr. Forbes moved the previous question. Ayes 23. Noes 16. 


The question was then taken on passing the Bill to a third 
reading. Ayes 23. Noes 15. 


Select Committee, I. Van Zandt, Chairman, to whom was re- 


ferred the Execution Bill, reported a substitute. 100 copies 
ordered to be printed. 


Bill for the location of the Supreme Court was taken up. 
House adjourned without any final aetion upon it. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, Jan. 12. [1842]* 


House met: present, Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Cald- 
well, Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler. Grimes, 
Head, Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, 
Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of 


Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Robert 
Usher, Wood, Wynns. y , s, Smith, 


4The two sessions are combined in the report in TI i 
19, 1842, and the Daily Texian, January 13, ieee EEA SE TAA 


From the Daily Bulletin, January 13, 1842. Í 
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Mr. Landrum presented the petition of Geors 
Referred to Committee on Public Lande E EN 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of Lewis G. Weaver,” ad- 
ministrator of Henry Hiner, deceased. Refered to Judiciary 
Committee. 

Select Committee, John W. Dancy, Chairman, reported the 
propriety and power of assuming possession of California, con- 
tending in glowing terms, for the expediency and great ad- 
vantage to be derived from the adoption of such a course. 250 
copies ordered to be printed.” ` 


COMMITTEE Room, Jan. 10, 1842. 


To the Hon. K. L. ANDERSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred the bill to be 
entitled “An Act to amend an Act to define the boundaries of 
the Republic of Texas,” have had the same under consideration, 
and authorized me to make the following report: 


This is one of the most important subjects that ever has been, 
or perhaps ever will be, submitted to the consideration of a Con- 
gress of the Republic of Texas. The territory, included in the 
boundaries mentioned in the bill, extends along the coast of the 
Pacific Ocean, from the Tropic of Cancer to the forty-second de- 
gree of north latitude, and gives us an addition to our nationai 
domain of nearly five hundred millions of acres of land. 

Two questions have been presented to the Committee— 

Has Texas the right to extend her boundaries, as contem- 
plated by the passage of the bill? 

If she has the right, is it policy for her to do so at this time? 

With regard to the right of Texas to extend her boundaries 
so as to include any portion of Mexico, which she may wish to 
hold, there can be no two opinions. All civilized nations rec- 
ognize the right of one nation to occupy and hold the territory 
of another, when at war; and if the nation so claiming a coun- 
try has the physical ability to hold it against her adversary, to 
whom it before belonged, neutral nations cannot, in justice, in- 
terfere. If Texas, then, extends her jurisdiction, as contem- 


“George W. Mead swore that he was a resident citizen of the Republic at the 
Declaration of Independence, and did not leave the country during the campaign 
of 1836, nor refuse to participate in the struggle. He immigrated to the Republic 
in 1835, and settled in what became known as Red River County. In the spring 
of 1836, he enlisted in Captain John Hart’s company and served three months. 
After his discharge he made his way with much difficulty to Sabine County 
where he had remained ever since. In 1838, he married Miss Henrietta Ruane 
within the time prescribed by law. He was thus entitled to a league and la ee 
of land, but owing to his remote situation from Red River County, wes : P 
witnesses lived, and his poverty and bad health, he was unable to ag e the 
evidence before the Board of Land SR aati eee ian ee ke one 
law. He prayed Congress to grant him the quanti : 
entitled. Endorsed : Bi Petition of George W. Mead Public Lands Jany 12th 
1842. Memorials and Petitions. ocd 

“Louis G. Weaver of Montgomery County was appointed Cera ee ba 
estate of Henry Hiner in 1840. The estate consisted of unlocated Jan we a Hate 
and claims, and under the law could not be sold. He had to pay a ne ue 
and charges on the succession. That. the land certificates and: ene Bs ran 
located and surveyed, he prayed Congress to grant him the head rE tern 166 
of the deceased Henry Hiner. Endorsed: 166 Petition of Lewis 
Jany 12th 1842 Judiciary Com’t. Memorials and Petitions. 434-8. 6 vo: 
Report of Select Committee on Boundaries of Texas. {n. p. n. d. le 
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plated by the bill. the question to be solved, is, whether Mexico 
or Texas shall hold the country which is claimed by both. If 
Texas wrests it from Mexico, her claim is good against the 
world. Historical examples are so numerous, that it is unneces- 
sary to refer to them to sustain the position. _ 

That it is good policy, the Committee entertain not the shadow 
of a doubt. When they take into view the geographical position 
of the country on the Pacific—its remoteness from the populous 
portions of Mexico, and its immense resources, they look upon 
the passage of this bill as the best move which Texas can now 
make upon the political chess-board. ani 

The Committee know well that nothing which they could say 
would shield them against the charge of being visionary. Many 
good men have been deterred from doing what they believed to 
be right and best for their country and mankind, for the want 
of courage to brave that word visionary. The Committee, how- 
ever, will proceed to discharge their duty to their country, re- 
gardless of the taunts or ridicule of those who may differ with 
them.in opinion. 

Those who doubt the policy of the measure say that Texas, 
with her small amount of population, is not able to occupy the 
country. Grant that we must depend upon the natural increase 
of our present population, and the project would be worse than 
. visionary. Change the aspect of the matter, and place it upon 
its true grounds, and it will be evident that it is necessary for 
us to pass this or a similar bill, in order to do justice to that 
race from which we have descended. and to those countries to 
which we look for immigration. 


Texas is merely the nucleus of a mighty republic. Its inhabi- 
tants are the descendants of the Anglo-Saxon race, which has 
extended its conquests to every portion of the globe, and whose 
possessions’ encircle the earth. When we take into considera- 
tion the wealth and commercial enterprize of the merchants ‘of 
our mother land, the readiness with which they immigrate to our 
young and rising Republic, and the profits which the trade of 
the country bordering upon the Pacific will yield to the enter- 
prizing merchant, what before seemed impossible is not only 
practicable but is calculated to bring to our country a class of 
citizens who will extend our commerce, increase our national 
wealth, our revenue, and our population. 

The plan which the Committee would recommend for the oc- 
cupancy of the territory, is, to charter one or more commercial 
companies, with authority to take possession of the most im- 
portant points on the coast of California, and to give them 
privileges which would justify them in keeping in their employ 
a sufficient number of soldiers to protect them against any 
hostile movement which might be made against them by the 
Mexicans. Those who are best acquainted with Upper Cali- 
fornia represent it to be one of the finest portions of the Amer- 
ican Continent, with a climate as delightful, a sky as clear, and 
a sun as bright as that which gilds with “eternal summer” the 
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classic lands of Italy and Greece. With a soil of extraordinary 
fertility, it produces abundantly almost everything that is cal- 
culated to add to the comforts or the wealth of man. With a 
range of mountains on the east and north rising to the regions 
of perpetual congelation, it is free from those sudden changes 
which afflict our country, while an ocean on the south and west, 
ten thousand miles in extent, tempers the heat of summer and 
prevents that debility which is common in warmer climates. 
The Bay of San Francisco lies between the thirty-seventh and 
thirty-eighth parallels of north latitude, and is acknowledged to 
be one of the finest harbors on the globe. The largest vessel 
that ever floated on the ocean can sail into the bay through a 
narrow entrance without danger. The bay is perfectly safe and 
is capable of containing all the navies of all the nations of the 
earth. Being the first good harbor south of the boundary line 
of the United States, the fur trade of that district of country 
which extends from the Colorado of the west to the Columbia 
River, might all be concentrated there, if that bay were in the 
hands of the Anglo-Saxon-Americans. The value of the furs 
alone, which might be collected there, would amount to several 
millions of dollars annually. The trade in pearls and the 
precious metals might be carried on with Lower California to a 
very large amount. 

That country is inhabited principally by a race of Indians in 
the lowest state of civilization, who have never been conquered 
by the Mexicans, and who acknowledge no regular Government, 
but live according to their own customs. They are mild and 
peaceable in their dispositions. Merchants would be able to 
carry on a lucrative trade with those Indians, by giving them 
trinkets and necessaries in exchange for furs and the precious 
metals.—This country lies immediately east of China, and is 
well situated to carry on commerce, not only with Japan and 
the Celestial Empire, but with the islands of the Pacific and 
Indian Oceans and the British possessions in India. It would. 
if in the hands of Americans, and blest with a settled form of 
Government, hold out more inducements to immigrants than any 
part of the world. 

Let us, then, extend our jurisdiction over it, give those who 
are disposed to settle there the right to use our flag and take 
possession of the country, in the name and by the authority of 
the Republic of Texas, and we open a new world to our mer- 
chants. Mercantile enterprize alone will conquer that country, 
without the expenditure of a dollar by the Government of Tex- 
as. Let those who doubt it, look to what merchants have done, 
and can do! The merchants of Great Britain have established 
the Anglo-Indian Empire which controls the destinies of a hun- 
dred and thirty millions of people, beyond that river which 
limited the conquests of Alexander, and to which the Romans 
never carried their victorious arms. l , 

The same race which has appropriated the larger portion of 
the eastern world will appropriate. the western portion of the 
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North American Continent, whenever they obtain the sanction 
of the organized Government, composed of the same race of men, 
who speak the same language, are governed by the same laws, 
and have inherited the same spirit of enterprize. 

The Committee believe that a communication between the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans through the isthmus which con- 
nects North and South America, is a work of such vast im- 
portance to the civilized world, that its consummation may be 
regarded as certain. Although it will sunder two continents, 
and is a work, compared to which all the works of antiquity 
dwindle into insignificance; when we consider the millions of 
people who are interested in its completion, and the immense 
benefits which the commercial world would derive from it, we 
cannot doubt the success of such an undertaking. , California 
will then be twelve thousand miles nearer to us by sea. The eyes 
of the civilized world have long been directed to that country. 
If we do not now claim that portion of Mexico, before another 
Congress shall have assembled, the golden moment may have 
passed. The jealousies of the four most powerful nations of 
modern times will secure to us the title of that country. 

If either France, Great Britain, Russia or the United States 
should obtain it, the others would be dissatisfied, and war would 
probably be the consequence. All parties, however, would be will- 
ing to see it occupied by Texas. Great Britain, with a foresight 
which distinguishes her statesmen. is said to be at this time 
negotiating for the Californias. Not content with appropriating 
Southern Asia, on the isle of Chusan, she stands in front of the 
empire of the Celestials, and in America she is endeavoring to 
enclose the United States with her colonies. Extending from 
the Cape of Good Hope, on the south, to the Shetland Isles, and 
the icebergs of Greenland, on the north, all the varieties of the 
seasons are experienced in her dominions at the same moment; 
and stretching across the eastern and western hemispheres, the 
sun never sets upon her empire. 

Let us, then, show ourselves worthy descendants of such a 
glorious ancestry, extend our jurisdiction to the Pacifiic [sic], 
and submit the question to the high arbitrament of heaven. 

With these views the Committee report the bill to the House, 
and recommend its passage. 

JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman of Select Committee. 


The Bill authorizing the President to issue Exchequer Bills 
for the use of Government, was taken up. with the amendment 
of the Senate, and the amendment of the Senate, striking out the 
2d section, was rejected. Ayes 30. Noes 3. 

Amendment of the Senate, reducing amount of issue to $150,- 
000, was rejected. Ayes 26. Noes 8. 

Adopted amendment authorizing a record of the bills, and 
authorizing the signature of the President to be made by his 
private Secretary, with a compensation for it. 
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Amendment to the section authorizing all receiving officers to 
redeem the bills with the specie in their hands belonging to the 
oo was, after being debated, rejected. Ayes 30. 

oes 2. i 

Amendment striking out the part requiring land tax to be 
paid in gold, silver, or Exchequer Bills, was rejected, some two 
or three in the affirmative. 

All other amendments of the Senate rejected. 

Act amendatory of an act to raise a revenue by impost duties 
was passed. Ayes 21. Noes 11. 

Mr. Morris introduced a Bill condensing the several acts for 
the incorporation of the city of San Antonio. Rules suspended 
and the Bill passed. 


Joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit certain claims 
—amendment of the Senate concurred in. 


Joint resolution for the relief of executrix of Thos. Ross, de- 
ceased—-amendments of Senate adopted. 

Bill for the relief of Charles Shearne—amendments of Senate 
adopted. 


Bill for the relief of Josiah G. Beaty and others—amend- 
ments of Senate adopted. 


on concerning Capt. A. C. Hinton was taken up. No action 
taken. 

Bill for the relief of Ensign D. Smith and Stephen Smith. 
Rules suspended and Bill passed. oe 


Bill to be entitled an Act to divide the Counties of Mont- 
gomery and Robertson [Houston] and create the Counties of 
Hamilton, Madison and Beadie, was, on motion of Mr. Raymond, 
so amended as to strike out all that related to the formation of 
the County of Beadie.” 


Sections one, two, three, five, eight and twelve are the sections amended. 
They read as follows: 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That all that portion of Montgomery 
County bounded as follows to wit: Begining on the San Jacinto where the line 
of Harris County Crosses the same; thence eastward with the line of said County 
to the line of Trinity County; thence North ward with the line of said County to 
the North West Corner thereof thence Westward a direct line to the North east 
Corner of a league of land granted to John Shannon on the San Jacinto; thence 
down the San Jacinto to the place of begining shall constitute a new county to 
be called the County of Madison. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted That all that territory within the following 

Tbounds, to wit: Begining on the Trinity river at a point so that a line running 
eastward paralel with the present north boundary line of Houston County will 
leave the town of Crocket in the centre North and South of the said County of 
Houston to White Rock Creek: thence southward so as to strike the line dividing 
the Counties of Houston and Trinity fifteen miles east of the Trinity river: 
thence Westward with the line of Trinity County to the North West corner of said 
County; thence a direct line westward with the line of Madison County to the 
North east Corner of a league of land granted to John Shannon on the San 
Jacinto river; thence up the San Jacinto to the first forks above the road leading 
from Cincinnatti to Washington, thence a’ direct line bearing the general course 
of the San Jacinto to the South Beedie Creek; thence a direct line to the place of 
begining constitute a new county to be called the County of Hamilton. 

Sec 3. Be it further enacted, That all that territory within the following 
bounds to wit. Begining on the South Beedie Creek where the line of Hamilton 
County crosses the same, thence up the said Beedie Creek to the road leading 
from A D Kinards to Robbin’s ferry thence west a direct line to the Navasotte 
river; thence up the Navasotte to the head thereof; thence east a direct line to the 
Trinity river; thence down the same to the line of Hamilton County; thence with 
the line of said County to the South Beedie Creek the place of beginning shall 
constitute’ .a new county to be called the county of Beedie 

Section -4—Be it further enacted That all the ‘residue of the County retain the 
name of aglontgomery County and that all officers civil and military within the 
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Mr. Robinson introduced a resolution from the Judges of the 
Supreme Court, explaining the inconvenience of the law requir- 
ing cases in that Court to be taken up in the order they are 
docketed, and recommending such alteration of the law as to 
permit the cases to be taken up at discretion. The gentleman 
presented a joint resolution for the adoption of the House to 


same, hold their respective offices in the same manner as though no division of 
said County as provided for by this act had been made. 


Section 5. Be it further enacted, That the said Counties of Madison, and 
Hamilton shall be organised in conformity with an “Act passed the 20th day of 
December 1836 organising the County Courts and declaring the powers and 
jurisdiction of the same in all respects except that of seperate representation in 
Congress which shall remain as heretofore and it shall be the duty of the Chief 
Justices of the Counties of Madison Hamilton and Beedie to transmit to the Chief 
Justice of Montgomery County under their hand and seal of the court the result 
of all elections for representative to Congress in their respective Counties within 
ten days from and after the day of election. Who shall give to the person 
receiving the highest number of votes in the district entitled to a representative 
the certificate of his election. 


Section 6. Be it further enacted, That the County Courts of the said Counties 
of Madison Hamilton and Beedie be required to employ some competent and proper 
person to run and mark such lines of their respective counties as are not defined 
by natural or well known boundaries; and that they be authorised to pay for 
the same out of the County Treasury. 


Section 7. Be it further enacted That the town of Cincinnatti be and the 
same is hereby declared the permanent Seat of Justice of Hamilton County 


Section 8. Be it further enacted That E D Johnson of the County of Madison, 
Isaac Toucy of the County of Hamilton and Zoraster Robinson of the County of 
Beedie be and they are hereby appointed to hold an election in the several 
company Beats in their respective counties as early as practicable after giving 
lawful notice of such election, for the purpose of electing a Chief Justice, Clerk of 
the District and County Courts, County Surveyor, Sheriff and Coroner for each 
of the said counties And also two Justices of the peace and one Constable in each 
Company Beat in the said several counties of Madison Hamilton and Beedie and 
oe the result of such elections to the Secretary of State for their respective 

ommissions 


Section 9. Be it further enacted That the Chief Justice and Justices of the 
peace of each of the said counties of Montgomery Madison and Beedie constitute 
a board of Commissioners (a majority concurring) to locate the County Seats of 
Justice of their respective counties, and they are hereby authorised and empow- 
ered to obtain by purchase or otherwise such quantity of land as they shall deem 
necessary for county purposes not to exceed one hundred and sixty acres, to lay 
off and sell the same in such manner and on such terms as they shall think 
proper, and to apply the proceeds thereof to the erection of a suitable Court 
house Jail and other public buildings as they shall find necessary 


Section 10. Be it further enacted That the County of Madison shall pertain 
to the [blank] Judicial District and that the district Courts thereof shall be 
holden on the [blank] Mondays of [blank] and [blank] in each year & may 
continue in session one week and no longer; and the County Courts shall be 
holden on the [blank] Mondays of [blank] 


Section 11. Be it further enacted That the County of Hamilton shall pertain 
to the [blank] Judicial District and that the district Courts thereof shall be 
holden on the [blank] Mondays of [blank] and [blank] in each year and may 


continue in session one week and no longer and the Count 
on the [blank] Mondays of [blank] = pS ONsoE a A 


Section 12. Be it further enacted That the County of Beedie shall pertain to 
the [blank] Judicial District and that the district Courts thereof shall be holden 
ee eng et bs of aes ou a ies year, and may continue in session 

o longer, an at the County Cou 
fblank] Mondays Gt pean y rts shall be holden on the 
The amendments are as follows: 


Section 1. line 2. after Madison insert—“ Mel 2 i i — 
See oat ana Daga And”. .Same line after Hamilton 


Beer 2. line 18. after to insert “Robbins ferry, thence down the Trinity 


AS 3—Strike out 

ection 5 Line 2. After Madison Add “And”? S i i —Strik 

ous ee Ere AT eae all after heretofore in tine 7 e E ad 

ection rike ou ounty Surveyor Strike out Section 12 Gri Adopted 

Strike out of the bill all that relate i rece Get ae 

Bodi Raymond adopted s to the creation of the District or County of 
_Bills, Sixt ongress, No. 2655. Endorsed: A Bill to b i 

divide, the Counties of Montgomery and Houston Counties “god Creating the 

Counties of Madison Hamilton & Beedie. Read ist time Dec 21 Rule suspd Read 


2d time & refd to Committee on Judiciary— 


È reported back Jan i i 
Laid on table Jany 12th taken up and ordered to be Engd Buero ed Tho H ord 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 369 


uaa the diffi[clulty. Rules suspended and resolution adopt- 
ed. 
House adjourned. 
EVENING SESSION.” 

House met—quorum present. 
Bill to change the name of Charles Denny Morse, to Charles 
De Morse, was passed. 

Bill for the relief of Isaac Pierson, was taken up and passed. 

Resolution concerning the Austin City Post-Office, was taken 
up and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Darnell, a joint resolution amending the 
militia laws was passed. 

Mr. Latimer presented the memorial of the Hon. John M. 
Hansford.” 

On motion of Mr Mayfield, the House went into secret ses- 
sion.” 

After spending most of the evening in secret session, the 
House ordered the doors to be opened. 

Message was received from the President, returning several 
Bills creating Judicial Counties, and a Bill to give those counties 
the same quantities of land as other counties, with his objec- 
tions thereto.” 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, January 12th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


I herewith return to the House of Representatives, (it being 
the branch of the Congress in which they originated), the fol- 
lowing bills, viz: a bill “to organize a part of the counties of 
Robertson and Milam, for judicial and other purposes;” a bill “to 
organize the Southern part of Milam County, for judicial and 
other purposes ;” a bill “to lay out and organize the county of La 
Baca;” a bill “to organize a part of the counties of Jefferson and 
Jasper for judicial and other purposes;” a bill “to lay out and 
organize the county of Guadalupe;”’ and a bill “to give to the 
judicial counties of this Republic the same quantity of land al- 
lowed to other counties for school purposes,” &c., with my rea- 
sons for witholding [sic] my official signature from them. 

I lament as much as the persons interested in the proposed 
counties can do, the necessity which compels me to interpose a 
veto between the convenience of a large number of my fellow 
citizens and the legislative enactments of their representatives. 
Impelled, however, by an imperious sense of the obligation I 
have taken upon myself, to support the constitution of the Re- 

The two sessions are combined in The Weekly Texian, January 19,°1842. 

John M. Hansford stated that there was due him the sum of nine hundred and 
ninety-one dollars, sixty-six and two-thirds cents as a balance for services as 
judge of [blank] district. He had received two thousand dollars in promissory 
notes as part of his salary, which counting as par funds leaves this balance. He 
prayed Congress to make an appropriation in exchequer bills for the amount 
above stated. Endorsed: Memorial of Jno M Hansford Jany 21st Finances Comt. 
Memorials and Petitions. 


No record of this secret session has been found. 
Executive Records, Book No. 40, pp. 19-20. 


>= 
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public, I cannot consistently with my interpretation of that in- 
strument, give my sanction to bills of the character of those now 
before me. f 

To those who have been observers of my course, whilst a rep- 
resentative of the people, in Congress, it is needless for me to 
say that I have, at all times, declared my solemn conviction that 
such legislation is in direct contravention of the constitution. 

The 5th section of the 1st article to the constitution provides, 
in language not subject to misconstruction, that “each county 
shall be entitled to at least one representative” in the lower 
branch of the Congress. The bills before me, laying off the ter- 
ritory proposed to be organized into “judicial counties,” denies 
this right to separate representation in express terms. Here 
then is a direct conflict between the fundamental law of the Re- 
public and a legislative enactment—and inasmuch as both can- 
not stand, I am compelled, although I do it with extreme re- 
luctance, to withold my approval. 

The authority of Congress to donate lands to judicial counties, 
being necessarily dependent upon the power to create such coun- 
ties; if there is found no warrant in the constitution to author- 
ize the organization of counties of that character, it follows as a 
necessary consequence that that body has not the right to make 
such donations. For which reason, I am also forced to withold 
my approval from this latter bill likewise. 

[Sam Houston ] 


Message was made the special order of the day for Thursday, 
at 7 o’clock, P. M. 
; Also, returned a Bill relative to certain duties of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land-office, with his objections.” 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, January 12th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


oe | herewith return to the House of Representatives, in which 
it originated, a bill entitled, “an act to authorize the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to issue patents in certain 
cases.” There are two objections to this bill, which influence 
me, as the Executive of the Republic, to with[h]old my official 
sanction. The first is, that the second section of the bill pro- 
vides “that the tribunal herein created, shall grant to appellants 
of the District Court,” &c.; and upon looking through the whole 
bill, I find no tribunal therein created for any such purpose. 
The second reason is, that the bill provides no check against 
frauds which may be committed upon the law; nor is there any 
thing in it which would prevent the same individual from pro- 
curing a certificate in every county in the Republic. 


[SAM HOUSTON] 
“Executive Records, Book No. 40, pp. 19-20. 
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Also, a Bill for the relief of Captain Thomas N. B. Greer and 


his company of Boggy and Trinity Rangers, and for others with 
his objections thereto.” 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, January 12th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The bill “for the relief of Captain Thomas N. B. Greer, and 
his company of Boggy and Trinity Rangers, organized by re- 
quest of His Excellency the President“of the Republic, on the 
22d. day of February, 1840,” has received my attentive exam- 
ination.— With every disposition to favor the action of Congress 
and to extend that indulgence to individual citizens, consistent 
with a due regard to the general welfare, I regret to say, I have 
not found the bill before me, upon justice and policy: entitled to 
my sanction. 

Whatever may be the merits of Captain Greer’s claims for 
compensation, (to which I perceive no objection), the fact that 
Colonel Moore’s command obtained a Jarge amount of spoil from 
the enemy, consisting of many hundred horses, &c., which was 
not turned over to the Government, but appropriated to- their 
own individual use, and probably quite an equivalent for their 
services, induces me to return the bill to the House in which it 
originated, without my signature. 

[Sam Houston] 

House adjourned. 


THURSDAY MORNING, Jan. 13, 1842.” 


Committee on County Boundaries reported favorably on peti- 
tion of certain citizens of Montgomery co., to be annexed to the 
county of Spring Creek.” 

Committee on Privileges and Elections, Jno. Brown, (red) 
chairman, reported a substitute for the bill to amend an act to 
regulate elections.” 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Daniel Browning.” 

Mr. Williamson presented petition of sundry citizens of the 
town of Washington; referred to committee on the state of the 
Republic.” 


Executive Records, Book No. 40, p. 18. 

%From the Daily Bulletin, January 15, 1842. i eo _ 

zThe report has not been found. The caption of the bill reads, An act defining 
the boundarfiles of Spring Creek County. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2535. 
Endorsed: 7 a bill to define the boundaries of Spring Creek County Read Ist 
time Jany 13th Read 2 time Jany 28, Laid on the table Jan. 28— 

®The report has not been found. 

2Daniel Browning furnished the government of Texas one hundred cords of wood 
for the use of the departments, and it was understood, he stated, that the claim 
of the petitioner should be allowed and paid out of the first appropriation made 
for that purpose. ‘The petitioner was indebted to the Republic of Texas for lots 
in the City of Austin and the payments were due. He prayed Congress to allow 
his accounts to be audited and the claim acknowledged by the government in 
order that he might be enabled to make payments upon his lots. Endorsed: 16 
Petition of Daniel Browning S of Republic Jany 13th 1842 Browning’s bill for 
100 cords of wood, approved by John G. Chaimers, Secretary of the Treasury, is 
with the petition. Memorials and Petitions. 

The petition has not been found. 
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Mr. Robinson introduced a bill to incorporate the San Luis 
Bridge Company. 

Mr. Parker of Houston, offered a resolution “that the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary be instructed: to examine into the practica- 
bility or constitutionality, of providing, by law, that Congress 
shall only meet every second year, and report to the House by 
bill or otherwise.” Rejected. ~ 


Senate informed the House that they had receded from all 
their amendments, but one, to the bill authorizing the President 
to issue Exchequer Bills, which one was relative to the endorse- 
ment of the bills. 

Also, that they had receded from all amendments on bill to 
amend an aet to raise a revenue by impost duties. 

Supreme Court bill, from the Senate. Call of the House was 
ordered. House being full—Mr. Darnell moved to suspend the 
rule, so as to strike out Nacogdoches and insert San Augustine, 
Yeas 23, Nays 16. Rejected. 


Mr. Wynns moved to suspend the rule to receive an amend- 
ment, that the ist, 2d, 3d, and 4th Judicial Districts be included 
in the first division transmitting its cases to Austin. 


Messrs. Wynns and Jones, of Galveston, supporting the mo- 
tion. 


Mr. Van Ness moved to lay the bill on the table—Yeas 15, 
Nays 23. 


Question on the suspension of the rule. Yeas 33—Nays 5. 
The amendment was then adopted.” 


Question was then taken on the bill, authorizing an adjourn- 
ed session of the Supreme Court at Nacogdoches. 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Caldwell, Cooke, Dar- 
nell, Dennis, Hewett, Niebling, Hunter, Jones of Gonzales, Lan- 
drum, Latimer, McConnell, Parker of Houston. Patillo, Porter, 
Roberts, Usher, Van Ness and Van Zandt,—21. 


“The amendments of the House are as follows: 

In section 2d Strike out the words “the places of holding which are east of the 

Trinity River” and insert the words “of the 5th. 6th and 7th Judicial Districts”. 
_ in section 3d. Strike out the words “are East of the Trinity River” and insert 
in lieu thereof the words “Compose the 5. 6. and 7th Judicial Districts” 
. Tn, section 3d. Strike out the words ‘are vest of the Trinity river” and insert 
in li ereo e words “Compose e 1. 2. 3. a . ici istricts” 
TH wayne cone p nd 4th. Judicial Districts 

The original second and third sections read: 


Be it further enacted; That all appeals from any of the District Court the 
places of holding which are East of Trinity River,) and all remedial waite for the 
purpose of reversing the decisions of said Courts shall be returnable to the said 
Supreme Court to be held at the Town of Nacogdoches at the time aforesaid. 

Be it further enacted; That the counties the County seats of which are East 
of the Trinity River, shall.be styled and compose the Eastern District of the 
Supreme Court, and the Counties, the County seats of which are (West of the 
Grinity River) shall be styled and compose the Western District of the Supreme 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2484. Endorsed: 228 -No 126 An i 
the holding of an annual adjourned session of thé>Supreme Conse ee the Bastern 
Section of the Republic. Read 1. time Decr. 28th 1841 Rules suspended Read 
2. time Deor. dan a eered to somt. on pudiciary Reported Decr: 30. 1841 Read 

` . . . rd, time Decr. 31. 
Secty Senate Read tet ead 3rd. tim cr. 31. 1841 & passed A. C. Macfarlane 


A ad 2 time Jan i 
Read 3d time Jany 6th & Rejected Vote on Rejection eaa aa a ading 


) jection Reconsidered — 
Faken up ọn Jeny sth and made special order for Monday Jany 10th, amended 
y a Pint 
Monday next Jany isth. 1842 Laid on the ymond C C H R Laid on Table untill 
b 
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Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Daniels, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Jones of Galveston, Kuykendall, Mayfield, Morris, Parker of 
Fort Bend, Pennall, Raymond, Robinson, Williamson, Wood, and 
Wynns—17. i l 

Messrs. Williamson, Parker of Fort Bend, Wood, and several 
others, indicated their intention to enter protests against the 
passage of the bill. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had resolved themselves into a high Court of 
Impeachment for the trial of the charges against the Hon. John 
M. Hansford. 

Bill for increasing the compensation of the clerks of the Gov- 
ernment, was referred to Retrenchment Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the committee of managers of the 
Impeachment proceeded to the Senate, to hear the answer of 
the Hon. J. M. Hansford to the articles of Impeachment. 

House adjourned to 3 o’clock, p. m. i 

EVENING SESSION.” 


Bill to regulate slave police, introduced by Mr. Parker, of Fort 
Bend, was ordered to be engrossed. ; 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, Joint Resolution concerning 
Captain A. C. Hinton. The ayes and noes were called for on its 
passage and stood thus: Ayes 23: Noes 5. - 

Mr. Cooke, who came in while the vote was taking, moved a 
reconsideration of the vote, and supported his motion at length. 
Mr. Williamson opposed the motion, and presented the memorial 
enet last year by Captain Hinton to the House, and had it 
read.” 


To the Honorable, the MEMBERS OF THE SENATE) 
& HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS ) 


GENTLEMEN— 


Nearly three Years ago I came to Texas a stranger—poor and 
penniless—and, without the means of immediate support for my 
family, I procured a clerkship in one of the Departments, in 
which I continued three months, —at the expiration of that time 
I went into the practice of the Law, with flattering prospects, — 
and with no aspirations after publie distinction, I was content to 
be regarded as an honest man-and a good Citizen— When, by 
dint of my own exertions, I was rising above the frowns of 
poverty and dependence, with the assurance of competency & 
ease, I was induced to give up my private prospects and join the 
Navy of Texas, having seen some Seven Years service in that of 
the United States—under the impression that I might render 
my adopted country some humble service in her Navy, prostrate 
& degraded as it then was—I consented to join it & by request 
made application accordingly; and after nearly twelve months 


Ge yee three sessions are combined in the report in The Weekly Texian, January 


Endorsed : 59 Memorial of Capt. A C Hinton refd to committee on Naval affairs 
Jany 6th. Memorials and Petitions. — 
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arduous and laborious duty, contenting myself with the scanty 
subsistance [sic] it afforded, I was dismissed from that service 
without a hearing—without calling upon me for a report of my 
proceedings, without telling me why I was dismissed, and that 
too, in a foreign port! see Secretary’s letter of dismissal—Aus- 
tin Feb: 6th 1840— in which he states “by Order of his Ex- 
cellency M. B. Lamar &C.” I accordingly, on my arrival at Gal- 
veston, directed a letter to his Excellency dated March ist 1840 
—respectfully—requesting him to inform me thro. the Secre- 
tary of the Navy why I had been thus dismissed— I awaited 
patiently for two months an answer to that application, that, by 
some remote possibility, the Wisdom of the Department might 
discover a malfeasance in Office, of which J could not be 
conscious, and I would have been silent—failing, however in 
this, and feeling no disposition to trouble the public with a rela- 
tion of my wrongs and assume a hostile attitude to the President 
or Secretary of the Navy, On the 11th of May last, I demanded 
of the Department a Court of Inquiry, (which Your Honl: body 
will readily concede—I had a right to do) into the causes of my 
dismissal,— this I deem[e]d due to myself, to my friends & to the 
Navy of Texas— Even that has been denied me—& for what 
reason I am yet to learn—. I must however tender my thanks 
to the Honl Louis P. Cooke—after a protracted period of Nine 
Months—for giving me some information of the reason why my 
conduct as Commandery of the Zavala has been disapproved, 
through his official report to. Congress. It is the first intima- 
tion I have Officially had, although I have repeatedly called for, 
an, investigation of my Conduct—by a proper and Competant 
[sic] tribunal— If a mantle, pure as that which Elijah cast up- 
on the Shoulders of Elisha had been thrown-upon my Shoulders, 
I would have been content to wear it, but Col: Cooke may rest 
assured that I shall not submit to wear a Cloak designed to cover 
his deficiency— 

In the Honl: Secretary’s report to the present Congress thro. 
the President he informs him of the Zavalas haveing [sic] been 
Ordered to undergo “some slight but indispensable repairs’ — 
Upon a perusal of my instructions from the Department, dated 
Oct. 24th. 1839, You will find the “slight repairs” co[n]verted 
into “alterations” and after the alterations described by Col 
Cooke as “slight repairs” I was directed to make such “other 
alterations” as Com: Moore will Specify” See Com Moorf[e]’s 
additional Orders Novr. 18th 1839— As I wish neither to deal 
in invective nor to be prolix in this exposé—I would respect- 
fully refer You to Messrs. Bailey & Marcy’s Statement of re- 
pairs and the necessity of them, where it will, at a glance, be 
seen how far I have transcended My Orders in making the 
“Slight repairs” contemplated by Col: Cooke. I will here re- 
mark that in the contemplated refitment of the Zavala for the 
purposes of War, I have always communicated my views freely 
but respectfully to the Department— Have urged the necessity 
of having those repairs done at New York or some other North- 
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ern port, where they could have been done much cheaper and as 
I then believed more thoroughly, — apprizing the Secy: of the 
Navy—at the same time, that the Zavala was daily suffering 
from want of repairs & that if not done soon, she would be an 
useless expense to the Country— My Object in thus re- 
monstrating with the Secy: as may be fairly, inferred from my 
divers letters now on file (or should be) in the Navy Depart- 
ment, was to save the Country an onerous expense in.the refit- 
ment of that Vessel, which I anticipated in my reports, and 
which has actually occured, as You will see by the Hon] Secre- 
tarys account of “slight repairs’ Am I then to suffer for his 
want of knowledge in these matters? Is it just that my reputa- 
tion should be blasted by an arbitrary & unprecedented act of 
dismissal, in a foreign port, because the Secretary of the Navy 
was totally ignorant himself of the value of the Work he had 
ordered me to have executed in altering the Zavala, so as to fit 
her as a Vessel of War? Because that Vessel was totally unfit 
at the time of her purchase for the purposes for which Congress 
designed & expected her to be—is it honorable or just that my 
reputation should suffer to screen the Officer whose duty it was 
to know better, & to whom I previously gave all the informa- 
tion in my power? That my dismissal was designed to throw 
the opprobrium of that Vessel’s expences upon me is clearly ex- 
ibited by a total disregard to the calls I made upon his Excel- 
lency & the Secy of the Navy for a Court of Inquiry or even for 
information as to the reason of my dismissal— Does it not oc- 
cur to Your Hon] body that, had I been the guilty one—as the 
manner of my dismissal would imply, I should have been “con- 
demned & executed” long since,— But will You—the only 
tribunal to whom I can appeal for justice, permit the Secretary 
of the Navy to exercise unrebuked, the triple office of accusor- 
Judge & Executioner? Is it in accordance with the genius & 
spirit of our institutions is it in Obedience to those laws which 
Your Honl Body, in Your Wisdom have enacted for the common 
benefit of all, thus to trample under foot the rights of a Citi- 
zen & deny him even the privilege of being heard in his own de- 
fence? This has been done by the present Secretary of the 
Navy in my case, and if I mistake not the Character of Your 
Honl: Body, to whom I appeal with all due humility, You will 
not permit such an arbitrary & unprecidented [sic] an Act to 
pass by unnoticed—Col Cooke in his report acknowledges that 
“her natural efficiency was very much increased” and that the 
repairs I put upon the Vessel were “essentially needed” & would 
have been suggested by the proper authority, except for the con- 
sciousness of our inability to pay for them.” Were they not 
suggested, nay ordered by the Secretary of the Navy? 


Besides his own suggestions—the Secretary ordered me to 
make such further alterations as Com: Moore would direct. Re- 
fer, if You please, to the Secretarys Orders and the additional 
Orders of Com: Moore, then (to show the work done) the certifi- 
cates of Bailey & Marcy. ship builders (than whom, there are 
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not two more honorable men living) and You will see how far 
I have transcended my Orders, and whether the slight deviations 
from them should justify the exercise of such arbitrary power 
as I was made the victim of— Further, You will perceive, that 
had I carried out my Orders to the letter, the Cost to the Gov- 
ernment would have been considerably greater than it was— 
Upon this subject I would beg leave to refer to numerous ex- 
tracts from my letters to the Department—(Appendix A) to 
evince my zeal for the service, my estimate of the comparative 
expense of refitting at New Orleans & New York, and my con- 
stantly advising the Secty of the Navy of the probable expense 
the alterations ordered would amount to, connected with Other 
matters &. observe, if You please the Secretarys answers, (Ap- 
pendix B). Col: Cooke, at this late day, has turned witness 
against me, and as he is a Lawyer by profession, he cannot be 
ignorant of the rule governing witnesses. Why did he not in- 
form Your Honl: Body that he had dismissed me in a foreign 
port because his “slight repairs” had cost more than he had 
calculated? why did he not explain to You, as he should have 
done, the reason of his sending the Zavala to New Orleans to 
have special alterations made, and why did he not point out to 
You the specific items wherein I had deviated from his instruc- 
tions? instead of broadly asserting that it was “the only un- 
authorized debt which had accumulated against the Navy.” 
What was the intention of the Honl. Secty? That I should take 
the Zavala to New Orleans & bring her back without alteration 
or repair? I would venture to put it to the experience of any 
practical man in the community, whether they have not found 
it to be the fact that, even in the alteration or repair of a com- 
mon freight Boat— (where almost every thing is visible) in-the 
repair of an Old house or even a barn, they have not found the 
cost to be greater than they anticipated before the work com- 
menced,—expense necessarily flowing from the natural conse- 
quences of decay—not known before. How much greater then 
must have been the natural decay & the required additional ex- 
pense of the Zavala after lying Idle & exposed in the Harbour of 
Galveston for nearly nine months? and I would here ask the 
Hon ze Secretary of the Navy, if I did not from time to time 
apprize him of the decay the Zavala was daily under going & 
the Onerous expense she would be to the Government if she was 
not repaired in time to prevent that decay, and if I did not 
(June 23d-1839.) report to him Fifteen Thousand dollars. as 
the estimate (carefully made by Mr. Banks a practical & scien- 
tific mechanic) necessary for her refitment? which I unhesi- 
tatingly declare would have been amply sufficient, at that time 
to complete all the necessary repairs, and perhaps more than 
sufficient, as her decay had just been disecovered—in contradis- 
tinction to which, five or six months afterwards, when the in- 
jury, I anticipated in my reports had been received, I was sent 
to New Orleans to refit her, with less [deleted] than half the 
money, The Secty. of the Navy States in his report that “Nine 
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Thousand” dollars were placed in the hands of the Purser”, 
“subject to” my Order “for repairs & incidental expences.”— 

If the Honl: Secretary will tax his memory or examine the 
files in his department or in the 2d Auditors Office. he will 
find himself in error on this point. It is true that he informed 
me that amount would be furnished me by the Navy Agent, (Mr 
Brannum.) but instead of Nine Thousand only Seven Thousand 
Four hundred & sixty one 3/100 Dolls were received and at my 
disposal—Fifteen Hundred & Thirty Nine 97/100-Dollars having 
been taken out of it & paid (by Order of the Secretary of the 
Navy): by the Navy Agent for bills contracted some time in the 
summer of 1839. (as I presume the Books in.2d Auditors Of- 
fice will further show.) 

I would respectfully suggest to Your Honl: Body to compare 
the expences of the Colorado, sent to New York at the same 
time the Zavala was ordered to New Orleans. and the object of 
each—how much longer the Zavala was absent than the Colo- 
rado—to take into consideration that the latter was a new ves- 
sel just put in commission with “every”’thing furnished in a 
more suitable manner than that for which the contractor was 
obligated” (see Sectys Rep p 1) and ev[elry thing else apper- 
taining to this contract complied with in the most generous and 
liberal manner” (ibid)—- Now examine, if You please, the Sec- 
retarys Orders to Com: Moore, the amount of funds placec in 
his hands, and his disburs[e]ments up to the time of the Colo- 
rado’s arrival at Galveston from New York— then examine the 
Orders J received from. the Secretary of the navy with, by his 
Orders, additional instructions from Com: Moore, with the 
amount of funds placed in my hands & my disbursements, and 
then I would ask the Honl: Secretary of the Navy if Com: 
Moore did not expend a large amount more than was compre- 
hended in his Orders from the Department? I do not mean by 
this to draw an invidious comparison, but merely to shew the 
inconsistency nay the injustice of the Secretary of the Navy in 
dismissing me in the manner he did, admit[t]ing for the sake of 
argument, that I had expended more than I was ordered to ex- 
pend, (which I deny.) I repeat I do not wish to prejudice Com 
Moore—he is a talented & able Young Officer in his profession, 
as capable perhaps of su[s]taining the honor of the Flag as any 
other, and I wish him success with all my heart—He, and every 
other man of any experience in such matters, knows that con- 
tingencies often arise & expences accrue to vessels, on for- 
eign stations, which the wisdom of the Department could not 
have anticipated or foreseen, in which event, the Laws regu- 
lating the Navy point out the course to be pursued by the Com- 
mander of the Vessel— that course I pursued,— I would ask 
then, should the Secretary of the Navy be permitted to dismiss 
an Officer, when in a foreign port without giving him an op- 
portunity even of defending himself before a competent tribunal 
—still worse—when he returns to his own government and calls 
for it—continuing to deny him that privilege and not even let 
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him know why he was dismissed, proclaiming the “repairs un- 
authorized” &, all most [sic] in the same breath, they are pro- 
nounced “essentially needed,” It is true I did put a main topsail 
on her, (cost in all perhaps $200—) which the Secretary did not 
know at the time of my dismissal, not having completed it at 
that time, but the Secretary of the Navy, in his report, says the 
repairs I put upon her were “essentially needed” which justi- 
fies even that trifling infraction of my Orders—& if essentially 
needed, why was I dismissed without a hearing? I would fur- 
ther ask the Honl: Secretary of the navy, if he had Orders from 
the President to send the Zavala to New Orleans for refitment? 
If not, then by his own admissions, that “unauthorized expendi- 
ture” lies at his door and not mine—for he says they were “es- 
sentially needed” 


in regard, however, to the unauthorized expenditure, charged 
to my account, even admitting it to be so. the Secretary of the 
Navy could not have known the fact at the time of my dismissal 
(Feby 6 1840). Now let us enquire into this high crime of dis- 
obedience, that is to hurl an Officer from his Station without 
making known his offence or giving him an opportunity of de- 
fending himself before a tribunal afforded by the Laws—in di- 
rect and palpable violation of the Seventh section of our declara- 
tion of Rights, Let Congress follow the same rule to the Honl: 
Louis P. Cooke, that he has dictatorially and unjustly applied 
to me, and I would ask, how he would like to be dealt with as he 
has dealt “unto Others? and, at the same time, enquire to what 
unauthorized expense has he led his Department? He receives 
his Orders from the President— I would now ask the Honl. Sec- 
retary of the Navy if he did not send the Zavala to New Or- 
leans for refitment without Orders to do so from his superior 
Officer, And if he ever heard or read in History of a Govern- 
ment vessels being sent to a foreign port without the knowledge 
of, or orders to do so, from the “Commander in Cheif of the 
Army and Navy.” The President informed me whilst on a visit 
to Galveston the past summer that he “did not know the Zavala 
had been sent to New Orleans” when the Honl Secretary of the 
Navy entered his first complaint against me, in relation to her 
expences, and that what participation he had in my dismissal 
“was predicated upon the verbal complaints of the Honl: Louis 
P. Cooke”, This being the case, at whose door does this enor- 
mous “unauthorized expenditure’ & my dismissal lie? Not at 
mine—for it will be seen by referrence [sic] to my Orders and 
the Certificate of Bailey & Marcy that, had I carried out my 
orders to the letter, our impoverish[e]d Government would 
have been still deeper in debt for “unauthorized repairs.” Am 
I then to be the victim of Col: Cooke’s indiscretion? This is 
“not for me but for Congress to decide,” contrasting the Honl 
Secretarys conduct with my own I consider myself agreived 
[sic] that I had not the tribunal I asked to scan my conduct & 
decide upon my case for it is grevious—to lay under an imputa- 
tion resting upon the mere “ipse dixit”—of one man, more es- 
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pecially the Honl Louis P. Cooke, who has, on divers occasions, 
evinced a prejudice against me which but illy becomes the office 
he holds. It is a fundemental [sic] principle of our free in- 
stitutions—that every person having a charge made against 
him affecting his official conduct or character has a right to be 
heard in his own defence.” Every Officer aggreived or op- 
pressed by his superior is to represent such oppression or mis- 
conduct to the Captain of the vessel or to the commander of the 
fleet in which he serves or to the Secretary-of the Navy” (1 Vol 
Laws p 86 Sec 5.) This act goes no further, for congress had 
not anticipated oppression on the part of the Secretary of the 
Navy, with whom they entrusted the Scales of Justice. But to 
continue with the intention of the Act—Am I unreasonable in 
saying that, should oppression be exercised towards an officer 
by the secretary of the Navy, that officer had his fellow citizens 
in congress, empowered by the Majesty of the People to appeal 
to, that his wrongs might be redressed and arbatrary [sic] pow- 
er checked? I was sacrificed in a foreign port, as if I had com- 
mitted something highly criminal &, notwithstanding repeated 
calls for an investigation or for the reason of it, I have been suf- 
fering in total ignorance of the cause of that Arbitrary dis- 
missal—I feel assured however that Your Honl: Body will de- 
mand of that Officer a showing for his extraordinary & unpre- 
cedented conduct in relation to myself, and I doubt not, upon in- 
vestigation, You will be convinced that I have not been the cause 
of “unauthorized expenditures” or a source of “useless national 
expence’—— On the contrary, that I did all in my power to pre- 
vent it, and it will be found, upon further examination, that the 
expences incur[r]ed by me in the refitment of the Zavala at 
New Orleans was the natural and reasonable consequence of my 
Orders from the Secretary of the Navy, and that Col Cooke 
himself was the cause of that “unauthorized expenditure” —and, 
further—that the expences of the Zavala were not the “only 
unauthorized debt” or expense “accumulated against the Navy” 
— If there has no other unauthorized debt accrued—will the 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy say, that there have not been pay- 
ments of “unauthorized?” money made, during his administra- 
tion of the affairs of that department? In a letter to me at New 
Orleans (dated Austin Decr 21. ’39 and received Jany 20—40) 
Col Cooke says “this Government knows of but one kind of 
money with which to pay the persons in its employment, to Wit: 
that whichis allowed and ordered by a statute of the Country— 
“the promissary [sic] Notes of the Government”— Whilst the 
Zavala was at New Orleans undergoing repairs and alterations, 
in a decayed & almost sinking condition & so much exposed that 
the officers were absolutely forced to support themselves ashore 
without funds—(not having been paid even in Texas Money 
until several weeks after my arrival in New Orleans upon a pay 
Roll made out to the 1st of October 1839. and approved before 
she left Galveston & which they were obliged to sacrifice five 
for one) (—My men were in an almost naked and starving con- 
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dition,— & in this situation the only privilege I asked of the De- 
partment (see my letters 20th & 29th Novr. 1839) was to pay 
my men a few Dollars in good money to prevent desertion, & the 
Officers only their pay to the 31st Decr. or as it became due 
them. This was denied me—I would here remark that out of 
the Seven Thousand four Hundred and Sixty one 3/100 Dol- 
lars, placed in my hands, I drew Seven hundred & twenty six 
Dollars 75/100—to meet my own and the necessities of the of- 
ficers & men—a large proportion of which I distributed amongst 
them & had charged to my own account—leaving still a balance 
due me up to the time of receiving my dismissal of Nine 93/100 
Dollars— In corroboration of which, I refer to every officer 
on board at that time, But if the act, alluded to by Col: Cooke 
be so imperative upon him & others—how came it that the of- 
ficers & crew of the Colorado (now Wharton) whilst in New 
York were paid in good United States Money & some of the 
erew of that vessel continued to be paid in par funds or its 
equivalent? I would ask the Honl Secretary of the Navy if 
this is not the fact— If he did not authorize it—& to what 
amount to each officer & the erew—and, if he did not so Order, 
has he not sanctioned it by this silense [sie] upon that particular 
subject, in his report to Congress? If so. & it will not be denied, 
then there are Other “unauthorized expenditures” than those 
which the Honl: Secretary gravely charges to my account,— 
The fact is, & it will readily be seen by the correspondence be- 
tween the department and myself, that, from some cause best 
known to Col. Cooke; he has acted towards me in a manner, in- 
compatible with the dignity of the department over which he 
presides,— Let it be here remarked that I do not complain of 
my dismissal on account of any private pecuniary greivance, 
produced by throwing me out of that patriotic and honorable 
corps, but solely on account of the arbitrary power exercised by 
those in high stations, depriving me of an opportunity to pro- 
tect my reputation—that dearest boon to man—his family & 
friends,— It does seem that I have been sacrificed & made the 
victim, that those, who deserve it, might escape censure—for, at 
the time of my dismissal, Congress was complaining loudly of 
the mismanagement of the affairs of the Navy Department & 
verily they were little able to bear a scrutiny— Be this as it may 
—TI have been unjustly & arbitrarily dismissed—& altho’ I have 
asked it, & the President pledged himself, whilst at Galveston in 
the Summer to order a Court of Inquiry, “as an act of justice” 
to myself, if the Secretary of the Navy did not—that priviledge 
has not been granted me, It is in conformity, then, to the genius 
& Spirit of our Laws that I seek redress at Your hands, thro. 
the medium of investigation. It is due to the Officers—nay to 
the discipline & welfare of the Navy, that an enquiry should be 
held upon the conduct of every officer, who may be charged 
with an offence and that his honor and REPUTATION should not be 
subject to the whims & caprices of any one man, no matter how 
exalted his station, Such a state of things would be arbitrary 
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and despotic—revolting to every principle of human right, as 
understood and practiced by inlightened [sic] freemen—such a 
course has been pursued by the present Secretary of the Navy 
Col: Cooke—to two instances of which I would respectfully re- 
fer You of opposite Characters however—the one my own dis- 
missal without a hearing—the Other connected with a particular 
friend of the Secretary of the Navy who is now no more, & 
against whom I preferred charges & specifications for ‘‘con- 
duct in direct violation of those rules which should govern a 
Gentleman, an officer and a man of Honor” (see my letter to 
the Department containing Charges July .27. 1839) Those 
charges were received by the department &, instead of ordering 
a court martial which the Secretary was Solemnly bound by the 
Laws to do, that officer was put on leave of absence! And I 
ordered to take command of the Station (see letter July 30th 
1839)— sometime afterwards that officer was provide[d] with. 
quarters at the Navy Yard, altho. on leave of absence, and put 
under the superintendence of the Surgeon of the Yard (Dr 
Knight) by order of the Secretary of the Navy, who actually 
directed “two “Sentries” to be placed, one at each door, to keep 
him in his Quarters, and, “Mirabile dictu”—further ordered the 
Surgeon to “place him on the Sick list” and “keep him there un- 
til further orders” and that too without my knowledge, Be 
pleased to refer to the Secretarys letter to me of the 16 July 
1839, (in answer to one from me of June 20th nearly a month 
afterwards. ) which letter of censure was sent through Captain 
J. W. Taylor, unsedled, & exposed by that Officer—(See my 
charges) to citizens on Shore and to the officers on board his 
vessel— observe particula[r]ly the concluding clause—‘In fu- 
ture your communications to this department must be sent thro. 
the Commander of the Station” (Captain Taylor,) “see that this 
injunction is strictly attended to,” Now, there are some of Your 
Honorable Body who know this to be an anomaly in Naval His- 
tory—Captain Taylor being in command of the “Ordinary” & I 
“commander im commission’ & of course, by the established 
usage of every Navy in the world, totally distinct from, & inde- 
pendent of the “commander in ordinary” I remonstrated against 
this in a respectful manner, (See my nee 27 July 1839) which 
was never answered Officially, 


The answers I received to my charges against Capt: Taylor 
was from the cheif Clerk, (Mr Humphrey’s) who informed me, 
the “Secretary was absent and the President sick” but that my 
“communication should receive due consideration’”— It never 
did, The charges against that Officer for publicly exposing that 
letter of censure from the department to me, added to that of 
continual drunkenness, & which the Secretary it seems well 
knew (See his letter to the Surgeon below) were unnoticed—in 
direct and flagrant violation of the Laws governing the Navy— 
subversive of every thing like discipline & good order, & that 
morality required by every consideration of reason as well as 
duty from a commander. 
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Your Honorable Body will bear in mind that J (“Commander 
in commission”) was ordered by the Secretary of the Navy to 
send my communications thro. the commander in Ordinary, and 
that not in the most urbane language—coming, as it did, from 
a Member of the Cabinet—“see that the injunction is strictly 
attended to”— I did strictly attend to that injunction, because 
I was ordered to do it—but, why the Honl. Secretary of the 
Navy did not furnish an example in conformity with his own 
precept, I leave to “Congress to decide”. You will please bear 
in mind that, after my charges were received and Capt. Taylor 
put on leave of Absence & I was ordered to take command of the 
Station, together with the command in commission, the Honl 
Secretary of the Navy Col: Cooke issued the following Order 
to the Surgeon of the Yard, and sent it direct to him and not 
thro. me, “commander of the station”, the channel thro’ which 
his censurious [sic] letter of the 16 July passed, & thro which 
I was perem[p]torily ordered to send my communications. I 
will leave the reason of this deviation from his owm rules for 
him to explain. I will merely ask Congress to Judge, whether 
the Secty of the Navy adhered to that rule which he ordered. 
Me to observe so “strictly” & whether he did not swerve from 
the principle which he assured me he had adopted for his gov- 
ernment that “Officially” he knew no difference “between 
friend or foe”, & heaven knows I was not his ehemy. I will now 
proceed to a copy of that most extraordinary & unprecedented 
Order to Dr. Knight, & I wish Your Honl: Body to bear in Mind 
the Specific charges against the Officer—more distructive to 
the welfare & glory of the Country and the Honor of=the Navy 
than any thing else, substantiated too, by proof, when in 
pecuniary matters, of far less importance I was dismissed 
without charge or Specifications in a foreign Port. If this is 
not “officially” knowing a difference between “friend or foe” I 
must confess myself totally incapable of placing a common sense 
construction upon anything. 


Copy of Secretary’s letter to Dr Knight—as follows: 


“NAVY DEPARTMENT HOUSTON 


August 29th 1839— 
“ESIR”? 


You will place Capt. J. W. Taylor on the sick list under strict 
regimin [sic] & require him to remain in his Quarters, for 
which purpose You will call on Lieut Comg-F. B. Wright for two 
sentries,—one to be placed at each door— Should it be neces- 
sary for him to leave his quarters for exercise or Otherwise One 
. of the Sentinals [sic] must accompany him to see that Your 

Orders are strictly complied with— You will keep him upon the 
sick report until further orders. And above all things You 
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must not suffer him to have any artificial stimulents [sic] un- 
less You furnish it as a medicine. 


“REPORT PROGRESS WEEKLY” 
I am Sir very respectfully Your Obt Servt. 
(Signed) Lours P. Cooke—Secretary of the Navy” 


To IsAAc D KNIGHT Surgeon T N, 1 
NAvy YARD GALVESTON— 


By Law, the Surgeon can call upon “the Commander to order 
as many men as may be requisite to attend their companions, 
night and day, as nurses’—but who could ever imagine so 
preposterous an anomaly, as the Secretary of the Navy, one 
hundred Miles from the scene of action, directing that an Of- 
ficer; on leave of absence be“put “under two sentries” and kept 
“upon the sick Report until further orders’”—at the same time 
prescribing the Medicine (if I may be allowed the expression) 
mot to be administered— “above all things, (observe this) you 
must not suffer him to have any artificial stimulents.” Does 
not this incontestibly prove. that my unnoticed charges were 
known or believed to be true by the Secretary of the Navy? I 
will therefore leave it to him to explain why they were not act- 
ed upon, more especially, since he professes “officially” to 
know “no difference between friend or foe”. 

With this extraordinary transaction I became acquainted 
only by accident as my letter to the department of Octr. 8—-1839 
—will show. l : 

I assure the Honorable Congress that it is with much pain 
I have been constrained to refer to charges against an officer, 
who has since passed off the Theatre of life—for I reverence 
the expression “de mortuis nil nisi bonum,” and would say to 
him—“take with thee thy virtues to heaven—thy ignomyny [sic] 
rest with thee in the grave?”— Nor should I have noticed them, 
had not the imperative & paramount duty of defending myself 
demanded a reference to them,—exhibiting the conduct of the 
Secretary of the Navy—subversive of all-discipline—in viola- 
tion of every Law governing the Navy and an infraction upon 
every consideration, which an officer at the head of the service 
ought most especially to observe. I most solemnly assure Your 
Honorable Body that, in preferring the charges above referred 
to, I acted only under an imperative sense of my Obligation to 
the service and to the country.— with no ill will to the party con- 
cerned, as he knew himself—and, as an evidence of this, whilst 
awaiting the action of the Department upon them, I communi- 
cated to a confidential friend at the seat of Government—(now 
presiding officer of the Senate) my intention to withdraw those 
charges, as “an act of Kindness” to the party, who had no Other 
means of support—he having pledged himself to refrain entire- 
ty from the inebriating bowl—I ardently wished and hoped for 


—_ 


his reformation, but unfortunately he fell a victim to inveterate . 


habit. I make this allusion merely to rebut the intimation of 
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personal dislike to that individual, as made by the Secretary of, 
the Navy in an official letter. before referred to. The whole 
tenor of Col: Cookes Correspondence with me, whilst I had the 
Honor of holding a Command in the Navy, with a few trifling 
exceptions, has been of such a character, as at once to shew the 
most inveterate prejudice against me—and in such a manner 
as, I confidently believe, will not be sanctioned by Congress or 
approved by my fellow Citizens of Texas— I have, in the ap- 
pendix, referred to my letter to the Department, which pro- 
duced the gratuitously censorious reply of the 16th of July /39 
—that the Honl: Congress may judge how far it was merited, 
& even if merited, against which I protest, whether it becomes a 
Statesman—a member of the Cabinet, to address such language 
to the veriest outcast of society, much less to a commander in 
Your, Navy. It is true, the Honorable Secretary of the Navy 
afterwards wrote me a private not official letter, (& my cor- 
respondence with the Honl. Louis P. Cooke has been purely of- 
ficial) the latter of which was due to the Department as well as 
to myself, saying, “perhaps” he “might have been too hasty,” 
but that “in a public capacity friend & foe were alike” to him. 
ĮI am Sure you will agree with me in the old adage “Heaven pre- 
serve me from such friends.” 


I would most respectfully refer Your Honorable Body to the 
following points Ist What were my Orders? 2d—Have I trans- 
cended those Orders? 3d If the Cost of fitting out the Zavala 
exceeded the Calculation of the Secret’y of the Navy was I 
blameable for executing those orders? 4th Was the expence 
incur[rjed for the Zavalas repairs &c. equal to that paid for 
the Colorado, takeing [sic] into consideration the age, extent, & 
different nature of the two vessels? 5th Why was the Zavala 
sent to the most extravegant [sic] port in the United States for 
refitment, contrary to all correct calculation & repeated advice 
to the contrary? 6th Was not the principal Object of the Colo- 
rados visit to New York to ship men for the service, &, If so, 
why was she sent to New York—when the Object of her expedi- 
tion was better suited to New Orleans? %th Had Com: Moore 
Orders to expend what he did at New York? 8th If not, why 
was there no complaint to Congress of the expenditures of 2 
new vessel at New York as well as of a decayed Steam Ship at 
New Orleans. 9th Who gave the Order to pay the Officers & 
crew of the Colorado par money of the United States at New 
York—whilst those of the Zavala were denied it, and who were 
suffering at New Orleans for any species of money? 10th Was 
the Money paid to the Officers of the Colorado at New York in 
advance or was it due? 11th Were not some of the crew of the 
Colorado paid in par funds or its equivalent after her return to 
Galveston? 12th did not this fact come to the knowledge of the 
Secretary of the Navy prior to the Meeting of the present Con- 
gress? 13th If so, why has no complaint been made of it & by 
whose authority has it been done? I put these interrogatories 
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advisedly, but will refer the Honl Congress to the Secretary of 
the Navy and the files in his department for their explanation. 


I have laid these matters before You, as a ground work, 
should Your Honorable Body think proper to investigate them, & 
I doubt not it will lead to much useful information,— I beg You 
will examine, particularly, my correspondence with the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and‘determine therefrom who has done his 
duty—-who has shown passion & prejudice & who has executed 
his orders to the greater satisfaction of those whose peculiar 
pl[rlerogative it is, to overlook such matters & judge of their 
validity—nay, make every inquiry You may think proper, & 
then I shall submit with pleasure to Your determination, be- 
cause I know it will be just. It is my most urgent wish that 
You will look also thro. my correspondence with the President 
and Vice President, in relation to the Navy, that You may see 
the sincerity of my views, as well as the consistency of my acts 
_ —First: in joining the Navy—with what steady purpose I bent 
- my humble energies to advance the service, in which I had en- 
gaged & to promote the interests of the Country—and as a 
further Commentary, I can refer You, with pride & pleasure, 
to those who knew me best—the officers of the Navy of Texas, 
than whom, for the same Number, there is not a navy on earth, 
ecombineing [sic] more Chivalry, intelligence & moral worth— 
Secondly—-My early & afterwards continued recommendations 
to have the Zavala fitted out as a vessel of War, which, if done 
at that time, at some Northern port, would have saved the Gov- 
ernment more than half her present expences— all these things 
You will find to be reiterated by me, together with the ad- 
vantages suggested, should the Zavala be fitted out in time & 
sent out for active opperations [sic] against the Enemy, who I al- 
ways believed could not be brought to terms, excepting by hard 
blows. I felt assured that Congress, at the time the purchase of 
the Zavala was authorized, intended such a course, & I was led 
to the conviction, which I did not fail to communicate, that, if 
the then policy were persisted in, it would, in a short time, ren- 
der our beautiful little Navy an incubus.upon the Country— 
cause all the Officers worthy a commission to resign, and leave 
that important arm of our National protection & defense totally 
nerveless—without an officer, whose pride or ambition extend- 
ed beyond his per diem allowance. These suggestions may have 
been deemed “official arrogance,’ but my moral obligation to 
the country and the requirements of the “Laws regulating the 
Navy” (see Laws 1 Vol: p 89. article 9.) made it my duty, which 
I have been taught to consider as superior to every other con- 
si[d]eration ;— I would ask You, in perusing the correspondence 
between the department & myself—to keep in view the many 
important requisitions I made for the preservation of my vessel 
—and other communications of interest to the service, which 
were disregarded, and the contracted fault-finding in petty mat- 
ters, which were made the subject of captious reproach & cen- 
sure. There is another point for Your consideration—the ex- 
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pense in tħe Engineers department, independently of the other 
repairs and alterations, amounted to nearly the whole amount 
placed in my hands, and, save the castings & wheels, much of the 
work was done, by the Engineers on board for the sake of 
economy— Not an extra arm or bucket was purchased, but only 
that which was absolutely required was procured. What course 
had I to pursue but the one I adopted? I was ina foreign port 
—in propelling power of the engine taken to pieces—the vessel 
herself undergoing the repairs & alterations (ordered to be 
made) that all might be carried on & completed at the same 
time.— Was it within the contemplation of reason to stop all 
the work, situate as the vessel then was, & let her sink at the 
Levees or lie there an useless hulk? No, my experience, my 
duty taught me better and if her expenses were enormous the 
Secretary was apprised of it before, & he is to blame for send- 
ing me there with the orders he did—more especially in the then 
reduced state of our finances. j n 

You will see by the correspondence, that the only limit to my 
expenditures in the refitment of the Zavala was contained in the 
Honl Sectys letter (Austin Decr 21./39 and received by me 
Jany 20./40 & that upwards of the sum. placed in my hands, had 
been expended & that the whole of the repairs ordered were 
then in progress & nearly completed & could not- be stopped 
without a violation of thé agreement with the contractors.& the 
total ruin of the vessel. But, if Your Honl. Body please, sup- 
pose I had stopped the repairs & alterations, when the funds in 
hand were ex[h]lausted, or had not been fortunate enough to 
- prosecute the work without the cash, (& for which I was in- 
debted to the liberality of the contracting parties) upon the 
Honl. Secretarys system of reasoning, I was still liable— I had 
been ordered to do certain things (& that order was not re- 
voked)—had I not done them, whether I had funds or not I 
should have disobey’d ORDERS & deserved dismissal, &, really, 
with more the semblance of Justice. Argueing [sic] then, from 
this hypothesis—I unfortunately occupied the position of the 
poor traveller upon the bed of “PRocRUSTES.” I would again 
remark, that, at the time of my dismissal, the department could 
not have known what amount had been expended by me & all 
the Secty did know definitely was, that the expense was more 
than he had expected—but, in his report, he seems to charge to 
my account Twenty five thousand & Twenty four 50/100 Dol- 
la[r]s—I think, upon examination. he will find that my dis- 
burs[e]ments were only Twenty three thousand four hundred 
& thirty nine 45/100 Dollars, &, if so, then I did not expend 
Twenty five thousand & Twenty four 50/100 Dollars. 

After taking into consideration the matters referred to, I 
would ask, with due deference, whether my conduct has been 
such as to merit the treatment I have received at the hands of 
the Secretary of the Navy &, whilst You are makeing [sic] up 
an impartial verdict, I beg You will remark this extraordinary 
fact in contradistinction to my disobedience of orders—as 
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charged in the Secretarys report— The Zavala was sent to New 
Orleans to be repaired & altered by the sole, and exclusive di- 
rection of the Secretary of the Navy, without the knowledge of 
the President of the Republic. I will venture to affirm that 
such an act was never before heard of in any Government—in 
consequence of which an onerous expense has been incur[r]ed, 
and I have been wngenerously made the sufferer— I have called 
for an Honorable ‘investigation of the transaction, at the hands 
of the Secretary of the Navy.—that has been denied me, & I am 
forced to appeal to You— I regret extremely this neces[slity 
but I deemed it due to Your Honorable Body—to the Navy of 
Texas & to myselfi—to make this exposé & to repel the: injury 
attempted to be inflicted upon my reputation, by representing 
me to Your Honl Body and to my countrymen of Texas as un- 
worthy of their respect & confidence—all of which is submitted 
with due deference 


I have the Honor to be most respectfully. 
Your Obedient Svt 
A. C. HINTON. Late Commander Steam Ship Zavala 
—Galveston—December 5th 1840— 


Appendix A— My Letters to department 
* May 18th 1839—Not Answered 
* No 1. July 6. 1889— 
No 2 Nov: 20 & 29th 1839 
No 3. Decr. 18th—1839. 
Jany 7th & 8th 1840 
Appendix B. Secretary of the Navy’s Answers 
* No 1. July 10th 1839 
No 2 Decr 21 Document No 2 
* No 3. Jany 8th 1840. Do . No 3— 
Appendix C My Letters to Departments 
- * (June 20—1839—) 
No 4. * (July 14. Do ) 
No 5 * (July 27th Do ) 
Appendix D— Secretarys answers 
* No. 4. July 16—1839 
* No 5 August 16. Do 
Appendix E Letters from Chief Clerk—-Actg Secty Navy 
* No 6—July 24th 18389— 
* My Answer—No 7. July 29, 1839 
* Captious reply ) 
of Cheif Clerk ) No 8. 31 July 18389— 
* My dismissal—) ° 
from Col: Cooke.) No 9. Feby 6th 1840— 
My letter to the President on the subject—on 
file in the Department. No Answer—March 
ist 1840— 
* Refer to the President for my letter to him June 7th 1839— 
* To the Vice President for my letter to him Septr 30th 1839— 
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My Letter to Department Demanding Court of Inquiry May lith 
1840—-No answer— i < 


No. 10 & 11—Orders from Secty of the Navy with additional 
orders. from Com: Moore—to alter & repair 
Zavala 


My Letters to Secty of the Navy are on file in the Navy De- 
partment” . 


House adjourned to 7 o'clock, P. M. 


; Seven o’clock 
~ House met—quorum present. 


The Joint Resolution under consideration when the House 
adjourned, being taken up, the question to reconsider was sup- 
ported by Messrs Cooke and Fowler, and opposed by Mr. Wil- 
liamson. The question being taken, there were for reconsidera- 
tion, 20; opposed 9. ; 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the Bill was recommitted to 
Select Committee composed of Messrs. Van Ness, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Patillo, Wood and Smith. 


On motion of Mr. Robinson, “A Bill amendatory of an Act 
regulating District Courts, when sitting as Courts of Admiralty, 
was taken up and read a second time. 


Mr. Jones of Galveston moved a suspension of the rule that 
the Bill might pass to a third reading, which was supported by 


Mr. Jones of Galveston, and opposed by Messrs. Williamson 
and Wood. ; 


Mr. Williamson moved the reference of the Bill to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. Lost. 


The ayes and noes were then called for on the suspension of 
the rule. There not being a quorum present, on motion of Mr. 


Van Zandt the roll was called and Sergeant at Arms despatched 
for absent members. 


Mr. Hunter moved the House adjourn until 10 o’clock tomor- 


row morning. Mr. Fowler in the chair, decided the motion out 
of order. 


Mr. Jones of Galveston moved to suspend a further call of 
the House. Lost. 


Messrs. Williamson and Usher, by request, were granted leave 
of absence for a few minutes. 


3 ei Mayfield moved to suspend a further call of the House. 
ost. 


Mr. Brown moved the House adjourn until 9 o'clock to-mor- 
row morning. The chair decided the motion out of order. © 


Mr. Brown appealed from the decision of the chair, and the 
House sustained the chair. 


¥4Letters marked thus * cited in the Memori i 
sia are akg pases 333-248 for Hinton’s iets apie: woe Deen conde am tie NANY 
ist o e documents in the Archives of the War and 
before the burning of the Adjutant General’s Office in 1855 a uae DT ease 
Journal, Second Legislature, 1056-1060. 
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Mr. Mayfield moved additional messengers be despatched for 
absentees.” 


Mr. Grimes moved to amend the motion, by inserting “to con- 
sist of all the members present.” 


Mr. Darnell called for the previous question. 


Mr. Hunter moved the House adjourn until 10 o’clock tomor- 
row morning. The chair decided the motion out of order. 


A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Van Zandt a 
further call was suspended. 


On motion of Mr. Usher, the House adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, MORNING, Jan. 14, [1842]" 


House met—Present—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Caldwell, 
Cooke, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis. Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, 
Niebling, Hunter, Jones o[f] Galveston, Landrum, Latimer, Mc- 
Connell, Patilo Pennall, Porter, Raymond, Roberts, Smith, 
Usher, Van Zandt, Williamson, Wynns. 


On motion of Mr. Latimer, Mr. Porter was excused from at- 
tendance on the House the balance of the session. 


Military Committee recommended the passage of the Bill to 
incorporate the San Augustine Light Horse Company. oa 


*The following amusing account of absentees is found in the Daily Bulletin, 
January 15, 1842: eas 

We witnessed on Thursday night a most ludicrous scene. The House of Rep- 
resentatives had resolved to sit late at night, but about 9 o’clock members slipped 
off, one after another, until at last on some question the House was without a 
quorum. The House was under high press of business, and in a spirit of de- 
termined industry it resolved to have its members by some means. Accordingly the 
Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched to bring in the absentees, willingly or not. 

At the residence of a citizen, about a quarter of a mile distant from the 
capitol, a little dancing party was in full progress, and there some of the members 
had assembled to relieve their minds from the-cares of business by a little lively 
amusement. Matters were progressing at this place very pleasantly. The strains 
of the violin and the chime of the triangle were merrily ministering to the mazes 
of the dance, and an honorable member from a populous and ‘important county 
of the Republic had thrown off all the leaden dullness of dry legislation, and 
was evidently fast appreciating the full merit and enjoyment of a lively reel, when 
the door, before which the musicians were placed, slowly opened, and a black, 
grim-looking head and phiz were slowly and inquisitively thrust into the room,— 
the eyes of the person rolled around to the different corners of the apartment, until 
apparently satisfied with the result of his examination, the whole body at last 
followed, and the fearful person of the Sergeant-at-Arms stood erect in front of 
the door-way, and became visible to all except our friend aforesaid, who saw 
nothing but his partner, the circle around, and the long line of floor down which 
he was about to tread, and whose mental vision comprehended at that moment . 
nothing but the pleasant sound of the music and the enjoyment of that momentary 
relaxation, Some members, however, who were in the next room, and received 
items of the character of the intruder, were seen making their escape from the 
place with an extraordinary degree of haste. The guests participating in the 
dance, one after another, recognized the character of the new-comer, and began 
to give way to their risible faculties, and just as our friend from —————— was 
about to lead off his partner, with his right foot advanced and raised, his back 
slightly bent and his hand raised towards that of his partner, he noticed the 
tittering of those around, innocently raised his eyes and beheld the personage st 
the door. It is impossible for us to describe the quizzical horror that was pour- 
trayed by his countenance at that moment. It is beyond the skill of the most 
talented artist to give an accurate representation of it. His limbs were paralized 
[sic], and the hand and foot which were raised when he looked up, retained their 
position for the space of a minute. From some cause the officer concluded not 
to disturb him: we believe because he could not find enough more to do any 
good, and our friend became sufficiently relieved to proceed with the dance, but 
for half an hour after he had not recovered full possession of his faculties. The 
other members who had so expeditiously withdrawn themselves, soon came back 
and continued to participate in the hilarity of the time. 


“In the Daily Bulletin, January 15, 1842. g 
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Mr. Robinson. one of the managers of the impeachment of the 
Hon. John M. Hansford, gave notice that the High Court of Im- 
peachment had adjourned until Saturday. 

Bill amendatory of an act to regulate Courts of Admiralty, 
was passed. ; 

Execution Bill was taken up, and the substitute reported by 
Select Committee with various amendments,” offered, were dis- 
cussed until the 

House adjourned to 3 o’clock. 


FRIDAY EVENING, January 14th 1842." 


House met—Quorum present. 


Mr. Wood moved the appointment of a committee of confer- 
ence on the Exchequer Bill—whereupon Messrs. Jones of Gon- 
zales, Williamson, Raymond, Van Ness, and McConnell were ap- 
pointed said committee. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to take up a bill to amend an act grant- 
ing lands to emigrants, with amendments from Senate. 

Mr. Mayfield moved an amendment, that 320 acres of land be 
granted to all unmarried females who were over the age of 17 
when they emigrated to the country. Adopted. 

Mr. Wood introduced a bill-to re-organize the 6th Judicial 
District, and regulate the time of holding courts therein. 

Appropriation bill being taken up, House resolved itself into 
committee of the whole, Mr. Mayfield in the chair. 

Committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit 


again, report adopted. Bill was re-committed to Finance Com- 
mittee. 


Mr. Mayfield offered a resolution. that the acting Secretary 
of the Treasury be requested to communicate to this House, at 


J 

“See Bills, Sixth Congress, No, 2447. Endorsed:-. Bill to amend and repeal 
certain parts or portions of the Laws of Execution Read ist time Jany lith. 100 
Copies ordered to be printed Jany llth 1842 Substitute—of Select Committee for 
the Execution Bill ordered to be Engrossed Jany 14. 

The amendments were to the seventh and ninth sections which read: 

Sec 7. Be it further enacted: That hereafter when any Judgment or decree 
shall be rendered against any Defendant or Defendants in any Court of this 
Republic upon any liability or debt which shall be contracted or incurred after the 
first day of May 1842 inclusive, execution shall issue thereon as now provided by 
law, and the same shall be made returnable to the next term of the Court after the 
rendition of such Judgment or decree, and it shall be the duty of the Sheriff or 
other Officer to whom said execution shall be directed to levy the same in 
accordance with the provisions of the first section of this Act, and the property 
so levied upon shall be advertised-and offered for sale as now provided by law, 
and shall be sold to the highest bidder without appraisment for ready money. 

Sec 9. Be it further enacted; That all laws and parts of laws contravening the 


provisions of this Act be and the same are hereby re t 
take effect from and after its passage. CP pee eerie 


The amendments to the above are as follows: 

Substitute for Sec 7th Be it further enacted that for all debts or liabilities 
contracted or incurred after the first day of March next by any person in this 
Republic, upon which judgment may be obtained and Execution issued, the 


Execution so issued shall be levied on any property of the Defendant i aid 
Republic, the Defendant having the right of pointi which sai 
property shall be sold for Cash to the i Mader to saa he d a 


hi s = 2 
mith adopted ighest bidder to satisfy the said Execution 


Se 9 Be it further enacted that an act entitled an act, t t tain 
property there nam[e]d from execut[ion] a SVP aa en pia 
the samé is hereby declared in full A ] approved Janularly 26th 1839 be and 


orce a i i i 
contrary notwithstanding Adopted. OATES one eine da, a aetta he 
ems copy of the bill a not been found. 
e o sessions are combined in the report in The Week i 
26, 1842. The evening séssion is in the Daily Bulletin, s 111843. SROS 
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the earliest day practicable, the order or orders of the Execu- 
tive, regulating the payment of money at the Treasury Depart- 
ment upon official warrants or drafts drawn upon the Treas- 
urer! and more particularly the order by virtue of which any 
Judge, or any of the Judges of the District Court have been paid 
the one-half of one thousand dollars, or its equivalent, at the 
rates of six for one. 

Bill for the relief of purchasers of Austin City lots was pass- 
ed, with the following amendment offered by Mr. Cooke— 

“That the further time of twelve months is hereby allowed 
to all persons for purchases of Austin City property, out and 
town lots, to pay for the same; and that all those who have 
heretofore failed or neglected to come forward and give their 
notes for purchases of said out and town lots, as provided by 
law, may now come forward and give them.” 

And the following amendment, offered by Mr. Van Ness, to 
third [second] section,— 

“Provided, that any person making application, under the _- 
provisions of this act, to the Secretary of the Treasury, shall 
certify. under oath, that the lot or lots relinquished, have not 
been inj ured by cutting down, or removing the timber there- 
from.” 

House adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow. : 


SATURDAY MORNING, Jan. 15. [1842]* 


House met—present, Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, 
Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Head, Hewett, 
Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Landrum, Lati- 
mer, McConnell, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Houston, Patil- 
lo, Pennall, Porter, Roberts, Van Zandt, Wood, Wynns. 

Committee of Conference on the Exchequer Bills recommend- 
ed the adoption of the amendment of the Senate. 


COMMITTEE Room 15th Jany 1842* 


To the Hon EDWD. BURLESON, President of the Senate 

The Committee of-conference appointed on the bill to author- 
ize the President to issue Exchequer Bills have had the same 
under consideration and agree to recommend the House to adopt 
the amendment of the Senate, from which the Senate had re- 
fused to recede = 

J. A. GREER Ch. of Com. of the Senate 
WILLIAM E. JONES Ch. of Com of the H. of R. 
Report adopted. 


2582. Endorsed: Report of a 
Conference Committee on Exchequer Bill Jany 15th 1842. The report, addressed 
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Resolution defining the time for the adjournment of the Sixth 
Congress, was laid on the table. 

A Bill to amend the several acts relating to the General Post- 
office, and regulating postages. Bill was passed. 

Bill to establish a mail route from Fanthorpe’s, in Mont- 
gomery county, to E. Dunn’s, in Robertson county, was passed. 

Bill for the relief of John Appleman, was passed. 


Mr. Williamson introduced the Hon. S. L. Jones,” of San. 
Patricio, who presented his credentials and took the oath. 

The Senate informed the House that they had adopted the 
amendments of the House, to the Bill for the relief of purchasers 
of Austin city lots. = 


Mr Cooke moved to take up a Bill to repeal the Austin City 
Charter. Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Slave Police Bill coming up. 

Mr. Jones of Galveston hoped the bill would not pass. He had 
_ lived in a slave-holding country, and had seen the evil of such a 
law. He said that persons made application to act as patrols 
under the law, who availed themselves of the powers granted to 
them to maraud about the country, and commit such outrages 
as would make him blush to name in that House. He said that 
owners of negroes could take care of them themselves, and if 
they were required to be answerable for the damages committed 
by them, there would be little need of patrols under stith a law 
as this. 

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, said it was necessary for the pro- 
tection of the community that such a law should exist, and that 
it was customary in all slave-holding communities, and pressed 
the passage of it. 

Mr. Niebling moved that the frontier counties be exempted 
from the operation of the law. He said they were under the 
necessity of keeping up patrols against the Indians, and were 
unable to maintain the patrol required by this Bill. 

Mr. Wood said he was desirous to see a law in operation, reg- 
ulating slave police; he thought a law of the right kind, for 
such a purpose, extremely beneficial, but he thought there were 
parts of the law which would disgrace any country. He said 
that it was the duty of slave-holders to keep their slaves at 
home; that they could do it, and if they did, little mischief would 
be done by them. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, the bill was laid on the table. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Memucan Hunt, Esq., was 
passed. i ' 

Mr. Brown moved that the Execution Bill, from the Senate, 
be referred poi a select committee, which the gentleman named, 
consisting of Messrs. Jones o i 
con Parker of a Jo onzales, Dancy, Hewett, Grimes, 

To which were added, on motion of Mr. Williamson, accepted 
by Mr. Brown, Messrs. Mayfield, Cooke and Caldwell. Carried. 


“The election returns of S. L. Jones have not been found 
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Mr. Brown said that the reason why his moticn was made, 
was that a Bill might be reported to which the House would be 
likely to agree; he did not think the House would agree to the 
Bill yesterday ordered to be engrossed. 

Bill for granting pay to G. A. Patillo, as a member of the 
Consultation of Texas, was taken up.” 

Mr. Williamson rose and said, that it afforded him gratifica- 
tion to bear testimony to the gentleman’s services, upon which 
this Bill was predicated. The gentleman spoke warmly and 
complimentary upon the subject. 

Bill was passed without any opposition. 

Mr. Wood moved to take up the Execution Law, which was 
yesterday ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Williamson opposed it, on account of the inconsistency 
of taking such a course, after referring another Bill on the same 
subject to a Committee, though the gentleman said he really pre- 
ferred the Bill now proposed to be taken up to the one from the 
Senate. 

Mr. Raymond, was anxious the Bill should be taken up. He 
_ . wanted very much, a change in the Execution Law, and he real- 
“ly believed that they would go home without doing any thing, 
unless it was done on this Bill. He said a Committee had just 
been appointed on the Bill of the Senate, but there was no 
probability of their coming to an agreement. 

Mr. Brown said the Committee could report on’ Monday, and 
certainly individuals or the country could not suffer much in. 
the intermediate time. . 

Mr. Darnell thought nothing would be done this session, un- 
less the Bill yesterday engrossed was taken up. The gentleman 

said the question was a most important- one, and should have 
been a leading one. He said they were now near the close of 
the session, and the Bill had been referred and nothing done, 
and he wanted the question to come up, and have an opportunity 
to record his vote upon it, and decide the question one way or 
the other. He said there were some members of the House who 
felt themselves bound to change the law, if possible. - 

Mr. Cooke opposed action upon that Bill, he thought it much 
better to wait the report of the Committee on the Bill from the 
Senate, which could be made speedily. 

Mr. Brown referred. to some errors in the Bill of yesterday, 
which it was now too late to correct. 

Mr. Wood, as a matter of courtesy, withdrew his motion. 
which was renewed by Mr. Darnell. 

Mr. Robinson wanted a change in the Execution Law, the 
people of his county desired one, but he was not prepared to 
adopt such a change as the Bill of yesterday would give us, and 
thought it best to wait the report of the Committee. 


+- February 29, 1836, inclusive. ‘The bill for his relief states that he served until 
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Mr. Williamson again rose, and enforced his views upon the 
motion. 

Mr. Hewett hoped the House would wait the action of the 
Committee. He said that Committee had just been appointed, 
and he thought it would be childish and inconsistent now to 
act upon this Bill, which was upon the same subject. 


Mr. Van Ness wanted action upon this, subject, and said the 
Bill proposed to be taken up could be passéd to its third read- 
ing, and in case the Committee on the other Bill made a report 
to suit the House, it could be adopted as a substitute for this 
Bill, on its 3d reading, and in case the report was not acceptable, 
this Bill could be at once passed. He wanted some action—he 
thought there was a call from every county in the Republic for 
such action. He wanted something done to show the creditor 
that at some day he could get his due. He thought by the laws 
of the previous Congress, the creditor had been thrust out of 
doors and no provision made for him. He was favorable to cer- 
tain exemptions of property from execution, and the Bill of yes- 
terday made sufficient provision of that sort. 


Some explanation ensued and the motion was finally with- 
drawn. 


Select Committee, Wm. N. Porter, Chairman. reported a Bill 
for the relief of Willis H. Landrum.“ € 


House adjourned to 10 o’clock, Monday morning. 


MONDAY MORNING, Jan. 17. [1842]" 


House met—Present—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Brower, 
Cooke, Dancy, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, Grimes, Head, 
Hewett, Hunter, Jones of Galveston, Jones of San Patricio, Kuy- 
kendall, Landrum, Latimer, McConnell, Parker of Fort Bend, 


Parker of Houston, Patillo, Pennall, Raymond, Roberts, Usher, 
Williamson, Wood, Wynns. i 


Mr. Porter presented the petition of William H. Fore.“ Re- 
ferred to Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. Mayfield presented communication from Hon. J. M. Hans- 
ford, which was read, requesting permission to read evidence 


against him, given before Committee of Examination, which re- 
quest was granted.” 


———p— 
epee report bas not been found. 
‘From the Daily Bulletin, January 18, 1842 i i i 
The Weekly Perian January Sete M l - The session is also reported in 
vunam H. Fore of the county of Bowie emigrated to Te = 
ded in what was designated as district number one, beginning ‘at the onthe ‘the 
à ulphur te ee aanning up said stream to the crossing of Trammel’s Trace, 
e ine, under the belief that he was a citizen of 

Texas. In 1838, he was called upon to fight the Indi 5 ‘al Dyer" 
, y j ndians under General Dyer's 
command, and not being able to go, he equipped and sent an able-bodied soldier 
at h s wn expense. The board of land commissioners for Red River County in 
been’ ioeated. Sinos obtaining this certificate he wee hea bese tun Peewee. ne 
United States and Texas and the place wher th ‘Del wed been ided between the 
the United States. paS A re the petitioner resided was now in 
for one ora aes, leanae GE ton [congress for the right of locating the certificate 


dorsed: 47 Petiti f 
Lands Jany 17th 1842. Memorials à we ition of Wm H Fore Public 
“See pages 354-355. ‘als and Petitions,  — 


oe 


- m 
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Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Daniel J. Toler,” 
with Joint Resolution accompanying. Rules were suspended 
and resolution passed. 


[Joint Resolution for the relief of Ward and Ingram was read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed.]® 

Committee on State of the Republic reported ‘favorably on Bill 
to incorporate the San Luis Bridge Company, and recommended 
its passage with amendments.” l 

Reported Joint Resolution for the relief of Daniel Browning.” 

Mr. Hewett presented a resolution for the adjournment of 
Congress on the 20th January. Withdrawn. . 

Messrs. Williamson, Head, Daniels, Kuykendall and Parker 
of Fort Bend, presented their protest against the Bill to provide 


for holding an annual adjourned session of the Supreme Court 
in the Eastern section of the Republic.” 


Mr. Hewett presented a Bill to re-organize the Fifth Judicial 


District and prescribing the time for holding courts therein, 
which was passed—rules being suspended. 


The Naval Committee reported Joint Resolution for the re- 


lief of the heirs of J. T[F]. Ailes—rules suspended and pass- 
ed.” 


“The petition has not been found. It was evidently for his headright, as the 
joint resolution for his relief authorized the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue him a patent for one-third of a league, to which he was entitled 
under the Constitution. Bills, Sixth Congress, -No. 2470. Endorsed: 3 Read ist 
time Jdny 17 Rule suspd Read 2d time Rule further suspd Read 3d time & 
passed Engrossed Tho H Horda ECHR 

Toler entered a division of the Volunteer Army under the command of Frank 
hs onson at San Patricio, February 1, 1836. Comptroller's Military Service 

ecords. Se 

“The following amendment is with the bill: : i 

Be it further resolved that said audited Dfts shall be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury from and after the ist Jany 1848 not otherwise appropriated in and 
that the claim of Ward and Ingram shall bear legal interest until paid—adopt- 
ed . 

The report has not been found. Theré are two amendments as follows: 

Take effect from & after its passage &C Adopted : e 

In 3rd. line after George L. Hammeken insert, and “James R. Jennings,” and- 
for “his” insert “their” Adopted , 

This amendment is to the first section which reads: _ g 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Texas in Congress assembled, That George L. Hammeken „his present and future 
associates, and their successors or assigns, are hereby incorporated under the 
name and style of “The San Luis Bridge Company,” with the usual privileges 
granted to chartered companies. > x 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2458. Endorsed: 6 A Bill to incorporate the San Tumis 
Bridge Company Read ist time Jany 13 Rule suspd Read 2d time & refd to 
a of Rep Rule suspd * Ro 3a vee & passed Jany 22, 1842 J. H. Raymon 

ngrossed Tho. H. Hord E H . i AE 

“The report has not been found. The following amendment js with the joint. 
resolution: Amend by inserting “1122.$” Robinson adopted. Bills, Sixth Con- 
gress, No. 1888. Endorsed: 4 Joint Resolution for the releif of Daniel Browning 
Read ist time Jany 13 Rule suspd Read 2d time—& refd to State of pep ae 
ey Ke 3d time & passed Pa d fem C HR Tho EH. Hord E C. 

“The protest has not been found. EE 

sThe reper is with the joint resolution. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2472. Ens 
dorsed: 11 Joint Resolution for the relief of J T Niles Read ist time a 
Rule suspd Read 2d time Rule further suspd Read 3d time & passe n- 
grossed Tho H Hord E C H R. . g 3 ` 

The history of the transaction is given in a petition to the State paper N H 
1854 as follows: In 1836 John F. Ailes sold to the government of Texas throug! 
the Secretary of the Treasury, Bailey Hardeman, a certain Steuer cere a e 
Cayuga for the sum of five thousand dollars, with interest on sai de peste 
money until the same was paid out at the rate of 10% per zanan: $ Aar F 
tion of the delivery of said steamboat, Cayuga, to the E ET na P Se NA 
man on April 22, 1836, executed a bill of exchange in Tavor D ae a eres at 
re oven Triplett, the a aa T Aai mi zs eee fee aa a in i864 

ew Orleans. his bill of exchange : 2 rf 
his heirs petitioned the legislature of the State of Texas for the payment of said 
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The Naval Committee to whom was refered the petition of 
John Hoffman admstr of the estate Jno T Niles [F. Ailes] for 
the Cayuga a Steam Boat bought by the Govmt. in the year 1836 
have had the same under consideration and find the claim of the 
petitioner a just one. The Committee therefore report the same 
back to the House with the following joint Resolution. 


L. P. CooKE Chrmn. N. Comm 


Be it enacted by the S. and H. R. in Cong ass. That the Aud- 
itor is hereby authorized and required to audit the account of 
the heirs Jno T. Niles for the purchase of Steamer Cayuga to 
the amount of $5,000 which shail be receivable for all public 
dues heretofore accruing— 


Mr. Wynns introduced a Bill to authorize the Président to re- 
move the archives and other property of the Government to 
such place as he might think advisable- On motion to suspend 
the rule, 


Mr. Williamson said, the reason which induced him to move 
the suspension of the rule, was to have the Bill referred. He 
said there were some of the features of the Bill which he never 
could support—he was in hopes the Bill could be amended -by a 
Committee, and reported to the House in better form. He said 


it gave to the President a power which he never could consent 
to 


Mr. Williamson introduced a Bill to locate the Seat of Gov- 


er at [blank], from and after the first day of March, 


Mr. Caldwell introduced the petition of Joseph Weeks," which 
was referred to Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. Head introduced a Bill to change the name of Navasoto 


ee to that of Brazos. Rules were suspended and Bill pass- 
ed. 


Communication was received from the acting Secretary of 
the Treasury, declining to furnish the House with certain in- 


formation, because he considered the request should have come 
through the President.” 


Bill of Exchange with interest accrued thereon The Ca i 
; : i 5 . u was used in the 
a nea ae re: i epen denee and so continued Anti worn out. 
5 i ons. e bill of exchange f 
22d April 1836, is found in Financial Papers. pr watt, dated Galkeston, TERAS; 


sJoseph Weeks, a citizen of the county of Bastrop, 


Weeks Public Lands Jany 17th. Memorials and Pe S i o PoR 
Letter Book, Treasury, 1836-1842, p. 346. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
AUSTIN Jany 15th 1842 
Hon K. L. ANDERSON 


Speaker of the House of Representatives 


SIR 

I have the honor herewith to return a Resolution of the House 
adopted on the 14th inst addressed to the Acting Secretary of 
the Treasury, calling for certain information. 

As the call has not been made upon the President,-but upon 
an officer directly subordinate to the Executive, I feel myself 
compelled to return the Resolution without the information as 
it did [not] reach me thro’ the Authority I recognize by the Law. 
If no particular officer was known to Congress through whom 
that body should receive information when desired relative to 
matters of the Government, a call could be similarly made upon 
the head of a Department and an Assistant Clerk by which 
process Congress would obtain reports different in conception 
and policy 

Beleiving [sic] the post I at present temporaly [sic] fill to be 
immediately attached and under the control of the Head of the 
Executive Department of Government, It would at all times af- 
ford me the highest gratification to furnish any information de- 
sired by the Hon] Congress, provided the Call be made through 
the Executive, after receiving instructions from that office_to 
furnish the same 

I have the honor to remain the Speakers obt servant 


EpWD L STICKNEY Act Secy Treasury 


Mr. Mayfield offered a resolution to clothe the Finance Com- 
mittee with power to send for persons and papers for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the information desired. i 

[The Committee on the Judiciary reported a substitute for 
the bill to alter the time of holding the Courts in the third 
judicial disrict.]” 


To Honl. K L ANDERSON 
Speaker of H of R l 


The Committee on the Judiciary to which was refered a bill 
to alter the time of holding the District Còurts in the 3rd 
Judicial District have had the same under consideration & beg 
leave to report a substitute therefor & recommend its passage 
Jany 14th 1842 JNO B JONES Chairman 


Bill defining time for holding courts in the Third Judicial 
District was passed. 3 

Bill establishing slave police, was passed. 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced a Bill to repeal the act to pro- 
tect the settlers in that portion of the territory of Texas which 


398 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


has been surveyed by the direction and authority of the United 
States of the North, was passed. ; 

Bill to amend an act to raise a revenue by direct taxation was 
taken up and partly read—40 copies ordered to be printed—and 
laid on the table. 

Committee on Naval Affairs made a report on the subject of 
the money, received by Com. Moore, at Tobasco, showing that 
$15,000 of it had been retained by Commodore Moore, for dis- 
bursement, and $10,000 by Capt. Lathrop [Lothrop], for same 
purposes—further, that they were not informed relative to the 
matter, and requesting to be discharged from further considera- 
tion of it—which report was adopted.” 


Mr. Forbes introduced a Bill to prescribe the mode of authen- 
ticating legal instruments from foreign countries, which was 
referred to Judiciary Committee. 


Bill for the relief of William Bryan, with amendments from 
Senate, was taken up and amendments concurred in. 


On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 
Quorum present. 


Mr. Dennis moved a reconsideration of the vote engrossing 


oer Bill for the relief of Ward & Ingram. Vote was reconsid- 
ered. 


Mr. Dennis then offered a substitute for the whole Bill, direct- 
ing the Secretary of War and Navy to return the powder pur- 
chased by the Government of Ward & Ingram to them.” 

Mr. Cooke moved to amend so as to authorize the President 
to cancel the contract with Mr. Dawson for the Navy, and 
redeliver the Navy to him.” 


n 
57The report has not been found. In Letter Book, Treasury Department, 1839- 
1849, is found the following communication : 
TREASURY DEPT 
AUDITORS OFrFrFIcnh Jan 5th 1841 


IR 

In reply to your communication of this date respecting the disposition made by 
Com E. W. Moore of the twenty or twenty five thousand dollars Recd by him in 
behalf of the Navy at Tobasco—I beg leave to state that he only received fifteen 
thousand dollars of the amount, and Commander J. T. K. Lothrop the ‘remaining 
ten thousand and that through a resolution of the Hon House of Representatives, 
the information requested by the Committee has been furnished the Hon Secre- 
tary of War & Navy by me. 


Very Respectfully your Obt Svt 
CHARLES MASON Auditor 
Hon Louis P COOKE 


Chm Com Naval Affairs 


For accounts of Commodore Moore see Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, 280-284. 
The substitute bill reads: ý 
Be it resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives of the Republic of 
Texas in congress assembied That the Secretary of War & Navy, be and he is 
hereby authorised and required to deliver to Ward & Ingram the four Hundred 
Kegs Powder purchased of Ward & Ingram, provided the same is in the Arsenal 
or what may be remaining, then that can be identified as the Powder aforesaid. 
Be it further resolved that this resolution take effect from and after its pas- 


age. 

For endorsement of bill see p. 281, n 9. 

The amendment reads: 

Move to amend by inserting an additional section—Be it further &c 

That it shall be the duty of the President to inform Mr. Dawson that he may 
have the Navy of the Republic of Texas back in liquidation of his claim for 
furnishing the same to the Govmt under his contract therefor and it shall be the 
duty of the president to deliver it to said Dawson whenever said Dawson may 


& 


t 
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Previous question was moved, and Bill again ordered to be 
engrossed. i . 

The communication from the acting Secretary of the Treasury 
was taken up, with the resolution offered by Mr, Mayfield, in 
the morning. , 

Mr. Mayfield said, that a call had been made upon acting 
Secretary of the Treasury for information, and he had declined 
to furnish it, because the call had not been made through the 
Executive. The gentleman asked if the head of the Treasury 
was not emphatically a creature of the law, which gave him rank, 
authority and being—and not a creature: of the Executive. 
The gentleman said it had never been contemplated by the most 
servile sycophant of that body, that the Treasury of the country 
should be under the direction of the President. He said that 
the Department had been created by Congress; the Constitution 
providing only for the creation of the State Department, leaving 
the others to the consideration of Congress. He said it was 
inconsistent with the custom of our mother country, from 
whom our institutions were copied, to withhold from the re- 
quirement of Congress information of the kind referred to, 
by the resolution to which this was an answer. The gentleman 
referred to the law of Feb. 5th, 1840, defining the duties of . 
the officers of the Treasury Department, by which it was made-~ 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to report to Congress 
annually, and to report at other times any information required 
by the Senate or House of Representatives without reference 
to the direction of the Executive. The gentleman said, aside 
from the requirement of the law, he would say, that it was 
proper he should make known any thing required of him by 
Congress. He said that in case of a Secretary of State, it 
might be very proper to refuse a disclosure of information 
called for. He said there might be occasion, in that depart- 
ment, to withhold the information; but when it came to the 
purse of the nation, he should like to know upon what ground - 
and by what right, a knowledge of its disbursements should 
be kept from the Representatives of the People. If such a 
course were pursued, the money of the nation could be used 
to subsidize agents for the Executive, and misapplied in any 
way that functionary might think proper. The gentleman here 
referred to the President’s Message, and read where it said 
“the People must be heard and their rights protected ;—the 
Constitution must be observed—the laws must be obeyed.” And 
he said, the voice of the People should be heard and their rights 
maintained. The gentleman then referred to the Committee 
which had been authorized at the beginning of the session to 
examine into the office of the Department, and said if the 
House had power to make direct examination into these offices, 
certainly they might require information from them. The gen- 
tleman did not regard the refusal as entirely the act of the acting 
signify his wish to comply with the provisions of this section. Cooke accepted by. 


Dennis. For the contract with Dawson, see House Journal, 5th Congress, Ap- 
pendix, 202-205. 


4 
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Secretary of the Treasury, but thought it was made by the 
dictation of the Executive. ; 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes,—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Brown, Cooke, Dancy, Dan- 
iels, Darnell, Dennis, Forbes, Fowler, Grimes, Niebling, Hunter, 
Jones of Galveston, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, 
Latimer, McConnell, Mayfield, Morris, Parker, of Houston, 
Patilio, Pennall, Raymond, Roberts, Robinson, Usher, Van Ness, 
Van Zandt, Williamson, Wood, Wynns. 35. 

No— ir. Hewett. 1. 
Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Joseph Lee.” Referred 
to Committee on Publie Lands. 

The Veto Message on the Bill for the relief of Capt. Thomas 
N, B. Greer and his company of Boggy and Trinity Rangers 
was taken up. : 

Mr. Usher said, that the President gave as a reason for vetoing 
this Bill, that the men under Col. Moore had, in the campaign 
made by them, taken much valuable property, and retained it. 
He said, that at the battle of San Jacinto, Gen. Houston, him- 
self, in defiance of law, had authorized the men engaged in the 
battle to retain the spoil taken by them, saying that they had 
captured it, and it was their right; and that this was precedent 
for the course of Col. Moore’s command. The gentleman said 
that Col. Moore's command had struck the hostile Indians such 
a blow as they had never recovered from—that many of those 
men had lost far more in that campaign than all their spoil 
would compensate them for. The gentleman said he did not 
make these remarks from any ill feeling towards the Executive. 

Mr. Williamson referred to the same precedent mentioned 
by the gentleman from Jackson. He said that his Excellency 
himself, had, after the battle of San Jacinto, a battle which 
would, of itself immortalize his name, authorized a similar 
course. He said he knew of but one instance in which the 
spoil of a victory had been taken from the victors, in this 
country; and that was when the municipality of Mina made 
a different disposition of some property captured by the same 
John H, Moore. He said, he hoped the bill would be passed over 
his head, unanimously. 

Mr. Raymond said— 


_ MR. SPEAKER:—I am at a loss to imagine the motives that 
induced the veto of the President, in this instance. The veto 
is not based upon any unconstitutionality in the provisions of 
the bill. It is not predicated upon a belief that the passage of 
the bill would be detrimental to the country. It is not founded 


g 
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upon a want of merit in the beneficiaries, nor upon the in- 
capacity or inability of Government to pay those who have 
protected our bleeding frontier, the small pittance which they 
have respectfully asked of Congress; but, sir, it [app]ears to be 
based upon the fact that Col. John H. Moore’s company, which 
is included in this bill for the relief of T. N. B. Greer and com- 
pany, made a successful campaign against our savage foe, killing 
and capturing a great number of our enemies, and taking a 
drove of Indian ponies. Upon that fact being made known to 
his Excellency, the veto was conceived, and in a solemn manner 
laid before this house. The reason stated by the President is, 
that Moore’s company having taken some Indian plunder, and 
having effected a decisive victory over our deadly foes, there- 
fore the company should receive no remuneration for their toils 
and sufferings. Is it not usual and customary for the victors 
to appropriate the spoils taken from an enemy? Have we not 
a glorious example of the truth of what I have stated, in the 
conduct of the hero of San Jacinto and his brave companions on 
that ever memorable battle field of Texian liberty, when they 
appropriated to their use the spoils of the vanquished Mexican 
army? And were the soldiers who composed our gallant army 
on that glorious day, deprived of their pay because forsooth 
they had not rendered to Government the spoils which they 
had so nobly fought to obtain? No! And I assert, that this is 
the first time, in the history or [sic] Texas, that the poor soldier 
has been spurned and refused his pay for the reason that he 
had battled successfully, and obtained a decisive victory over the 
enemies of our country. Captain Greer’s company was organ- 
ized by request of General Lamar, then President, at a time when 
our frontier was bleeding at every pore—at a time when the 
Indian tomahawk and scalping-knife were dripping with the 
blood of our butchered citizens—at a time when our wives and 
children were fleeing from their homes to avoid a fate similar _ 
to what had been inflicted upon others, by a cruel and blood- 

thirsty foe. The frontier called for help in language which met 
with a response in the bosom of General Lamar,.and, under 
his instructions, Captain Greer’s Company was called into serv- 
ice. As mounted gunmen, they ranged upon our borders for 
three months, restoring peace, and giving protection to our cit- 
‘izens. And what do they now ask? What has Congress granted 
to them? and what has the President vetoed? They have asked 
some reward for their services, to enable them to pay their taxes. 
Congress has given them, by this bill, twenty-five dollars per 
month, in audited scrip, receivable for government dues which 
have heretofore accrued, making about three dollars per month 
in par money. The President has, in his wisdom, thought proper 
to veto that bill; and, in my humble opinion, without cause, 
reason, or justice. We are now called upon to sustain the veto, 
or pass the bill. I trust that the good sense of the members of 
this house will prevail, and that the bill now under consideration, 
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will become a law, the veto of his Excellency to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Mr. Dancy said—If I were to suffer the vote to be taken on 
this bill in silence, I should feel conscious that I had not dis- 
charged my duty to those brave volunteers with whom I served, 
on the campaign against the Comanche Indians, in 1840. The 
causes which led to the expedition are known to all who now 
hear me. A large body of Indians had marched to our coast, 
burnt Linnville, and murdered a number of our citizens. Al- 
though they were defeated in their retreat at Plum Creek, great 
alarm was felt along our whole line of frontier. To allay the 
fears which had been excited, and to strike terror to the sav- 
ages: those volunteers offered their services to their country, 
with the intention of pursuing the Indians to their places of 
security, and striking a blow which they would long remember. 
The success of that expedition is too well known for me to 
comment on it here. After marching two hundred and fifty 
miles beyond the settlements, and undergoing toils and suffering 
of the severest character, they came upon an Indian encamp- 
ment, killed a large number of Indians, destroyed their tents, 
and brought. the spoils of victory safely to this city. We are 
told that the few miserable Comanche horses which were taken 
and divided between the volunteers are the unwitting causes 
of this veto. Many of those brave men who were in that cam- 
paign, are not able to spend their time, money and services in 
defence of their country, without any consideration.—They ask 
this Congress to place them upon the same footing with others. 
Many lost more on that campaign than they will ever receive 
for it. Some, I believe, returned without even a horse. It 
seems to have been unfortunate for the expedition, that success 
attended it. I fondly hope that this house will never decide 


that it is a crime for our fellow-citizens to serve their country 
faithfully and well. 


Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, said he thought the President had 
given the strangest reason for vetoing this bill that he had ever 
heard of. He said, hereafter the rule would be in determining 
whether a soldier was entitled to pay, whether he had been 
successful or not; and if he had, he should have no pay. The 
gent[leman] did not wish to impute any thing discreditable to 
the Executive, but he thought the message a most singular freak. 

Mr. Mayfield followed, and referred to the delay of the army 
of San Jacinto for a week, upon the battle field, to divide the 
spoil. The gent[leman] alluded to a certain black stud which 
was said to have been withheld by the Commander-in-Chief, 
from a citizen who identified and proved the animal as his 
property, which had been taken from his residence but a few 
days before by the Mexicans, and the indignation of the army 
eee ee agent Py ee finally compelled its restoration. 

le ge ni spoke of the force of th 
this bill would be passed over the veto. S 


The question being taken, there were 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Browning, [Brown] 
Cooke, Daniels, Darnell, Dennis, Fowler, eee hel Nae 
Hunter, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Pat[ricio], Landrum, 
Latimer, M’Connell, Mayfield, Morris, Parker of Houston 
Patillo, Pennall, Raymond, Roberts, Usher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt, Williamson, Woods and Wynns—31. 


Nays—Mr. Forbes, who said he wished he could, consistently, 
ee for the passage, but that he had opposed the bill from the 
irst. 


Bill to repeal the Austin City charter was passed. 


Mr. Darnell presented a resolution for the adjournment of 
Congress on the 25th instant, to which several amendments were 
ona and were all, with the original resolution, laid on the 
table.” 


Bill to re-organize the 6th Judicial District, and provide for 
the ae of holding courts therein, was passed, rules being sus- 
pended. 


On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
~ 10 o’clock. l 


TUESDAY, Jan., 18. [1842]° 


Mr. Jones of Gonzales, presented the petition of W. J. Jones, 
Judge of the 3d Judicial District. Referred to select committee.” 


Committee on Public Lands, reported that the government 
Surveyor had overreached upon the tract of Jesse C. Tannehill 
in surveying the Austin City out lots, and recommended the 
cecession [sic] of the sale which had been made of said lands— 
the money refu[n]ded to the purchaser, and the land returned 
to Mr. Tannehill.“ = 

COMMITTEE ROOM 
January 5. 1842 


To the Hon: K. L. ANDERSON Spkr H of Reps. 


The Committee on Public Lands to whom was referred the 
petition of Jesse C. Tannehill have had the same under consid- 

. eration, and find upon investigation of the subject, that the 
Surveyor employed by the Government, has, in running off the 
the City tract encroached upon the land of Petitioner, probably 
from a misconstruction of the Field Notes of the land purchased 
by the Government from one George J. Neil by which it will be 
seen that the corner of said Neils tract, calls to commence at 
the South West corner of tract belonging to said Tannehill in- 


Neither the resolution nor the amendments have been found. ; 

“From The Weekly Texian, January 26, 1842. The report in the Daily Bulle- 
tin ends with the issue of January 18, at which timè the paper discontinued pub- 
lication. : ; 

The only petition of W. J. Jones found was addressed to the Seventh Con- 
gress and prayed to be relieved from all accountability as paymasi c he me on 
ond regiment, first brigade, Texas Militia, which position he held’ in. 1 Poe $ 

~ Memorials and Petitions. In Public Debt Papers is found his cancelle mon 
dated August 12, 1849, for $120.00 par funds for claims for services as dis ie 
judge, as paymaster, and for advances made while acting in the later canari y: 

“Reports, Sixth Congress, No. 2582. Endorsed: Report Jany 18th 145 Petition 

& papers of Jesse C. Tannehill 47 1842. fo r 


404 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


stead of which said Government Surveyor run the line to trees 
marked and set down in said Field Notes as bearing trees— 


Your Committee therefore beg leave to report favorable and 
submit the following bill to the consideration of the House and 


recommend its passage , 
? I. VAN ZANDT_ Chairman. 


Committee on Post offices and post roads, reported favorably 
on bill to establish a mail route from the town of Sabine to 
Samuel Hill’s [Laurel Hill]. 

Mr. Caldwell introduced a bill concerning surveys made prior 
to the declaration of Independence. 

Mr. Usher introduced a bill to amend an act defining lawful 
enclosures, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Neibling presented a bill to locate the seat of Justice of 
Milam county. 

Mr. Williamson presented a bill to define the northern 
boundary line of the county of Austin, and the southern line of 
the county of Washington. 

Mr. Parker of Houston, presented a bill for the relief of 
S[E]. L. Martin.” 

Mr. Mayfield, chairman of select committee, made a favorable 
report on the claim of Lewis Sanches. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill granting mill privileges to J. R. 
Marston. 

A bill to collect revenue and impost duties was taken up. 
The Senate having rejected all the amendments of the House. 
On a of Mr. Van Ness, the House insisted upon its amend- 
ments. 

Mr. McConnell made a motion to reconsider the vote passing 
the bill for the relief of Wm. Bryan. Reconsidered. 

Mr. Usher moved the adoption of the amendment of the 
Senate. Rejected. 

Bill from the Senate to provide for the protection of the west- 
ern frontier, was taken up and referred to a select committee. 

Bill for the relief of Holland Coffee; passed. 

Bill for the relief of Louis P. Cooke; passed. 

Bill for the relief of F. F. Wells; passed. 

Bill to raise a revenue by direct taxation, was taken up. 

Mr. Williamson moved to add to the section a clause legalizing 
establishments for the playing of certain games of chance, on 
payment of a license tax of Five Thousand Dollars. Adopted. 

The committee having spent some time on this bill reported 
no progress and asked to be discharged from its consideration; 
which report was adopted. 

_ Mr. Mayfield introdu[cled a resolution relative to that por- 
tion of the President’s Message appertaining to our’ Indian rela- 


The report has not been found. 


sE. L. and J. M. H. Martin furnished supplies to th i i 
Texas Militia. commanded by Colonel W. a Landrum, gree gin ee ily relia 
in 1839, amounting to $813.524%. These supplies were delivered to R. W. Can- 
non, Quartermaster. Claims Papers. i oe 
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tions, which was made the order of the day for Monday next.. 
Commu[nlication from the Senate informing the House that 


they insisted upon their amendments to the bill for the relief 
Wm. Bryan. 


WEDNESDAY, Jan. 19. [1842] 


Mr. Wynns presented the petition of Wm. K. Wilson.” 


Committee on the Judiciary recommended the indefinite post- 
ponement of a joint resolution concerning courts martial. 


Recommended that a law prohibiting the service of civil 


process on the Sabbath, and for other purposes, be laid on the 
e. 


The same, on the bill to amend the several acts relating to 
Probate Courts. 


Recommended the indefinite postponement of a bill to repeal 
the act allowing Banking privileges to McKinney and Williams. 


Reported on petition of Lucy [Dicey] Hopkins, that the Dis- 
trict Court had full power to act upon the matter. - 


On petition of N. B. Garner, reported that the laws of the 
ae were competent to redress the injuries complai[n]ed 
O R A 


Committee on county boundaries, reported a substitute for 
the bill in conformity with petition of sundry citizens of Austin.” 


Select committee, Wm. E. Jones chairman, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill from the Senate in relation to executions, reported 
substitute for consideration óf the House.” 


Committee on the Judiciary, recommended the indefinite post- 
ponement of a bill prescribing a mode for the authentication of 
legal instruments from foreign countries.” 


From The Weekly Texian, January 26, 1842. 


The petition has not been found. It was evidently for land as the joint réso- 
lution for his relief authorized and required the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue him a patent for a league of land, his headright. — Bills, Sixth 
Congress, No. 2480. Endorsed: Joint Resolution for the relief of William K., Wil- 
son—Read 1st time Jany 20th Rule su[s]pd & read 2 time & ordered to be En- 
grossed Engrossed same day T. H. Hord Eng. Clk H R 


Wilson served as orderly sergeant in Captain Barclay’s company of Rangers; 
volunteered July 4, 1840; discharged October 4, 1840. Public Debt Papers. 


“The Feports have not been found. . 


*Certain citizens of Travis County who were purchasers and holders of lots in 
the City of Austin, and on the tract adjacent, which were sold as outlots of the 
city, prayed relief of Congress. Most of the lots were purchased at a high price 
with a reliance upon the permanency of the place as the seat of Government and 
partly paid for and improvements made upon them. In consequence of the re- 
moval being constantly kept an open question the property had no market value. 
They had relied upon the protective relationship properly subsisting between a 
government and its citizens, and the result was that they were impoverished by 
the probability of a certain action of the government itself. The petitioners claim- 
ed that it was not just for them to have to forfeit what they had already paid 
if they failed to continue payment on their property. They prayed Congress would 
consider their case carefully and that justice would be meted out to them. En- 
dorsed: Memorial of the Citizens of Austin, Jany. 14th 1842. Memorials and Pe- 
titions. 5 P 

™Phe bill may be the report. Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2505. Endorsed: Sub- 
titute to a Bill To be entitled an act to amend “an act concerning Executions 
Read 8rd time Jany 22nd & passed J H Raymond CCHR 


2The report has not been found. 
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Mr. Raymond presented a bill making a conditional grant of 
land to James H. Walter & Co.; which were referred to com- 
mittee on the state of the Republic.” 

Message from the Senate informing the House that they had 
passed by a constitutional majority over the veto of the Presi- 
dent, the bill for the relief of Capt. Thos N. B. Greer and 
company. 

Direct tax bill taken up; bill received several amendments, 
and was finally referred to a select committee, [Cooke, Van 
Ness, Brown, Parker of Houston, Daniel, Jones of Gonzales. | 

Mr. Bower presented a joint resolution for the rescue of the 
Santa Fe expedition. _ 

Mr. Cooke presented a joint resolution authorizing the issue 
of twenty thousand dollars of the Exchequer bills in ones, twos 
and threes, for change notes, Referred to committee on finance. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, Mr. Jones of Gonzales, and Mr. 
Wynns, were added to the committee of conference on the claim 
of Wm. Bryan. s 

Message from the President was read, enclosing the resig- 
nation of the Hon. John. M. Hansford, Judge of thẹ 7th Judicial 
District.” 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY oF AUSTIN, January 19th, 1842. 


To the honorable the SENATE 
AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ` 


I have the honor to lay before the Congress, the resignation 
of the Honorable John M. Hansford, as Judge of the Seventh 
Judicial District of the Republic, this day received and accepted. 


SAM HOUSTON | 


Mr. Cooke introduced a joint resolution for the relief of A. 
Burleson. 


Mr. Forbes offer[e]d a resolution that both Houses of Con- 
gress proceed forthwith to the election of a Judge for the 7th 
Judicial District, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resigna- 
tion of the Hon. John M. Hansford. 


On motion of Mr. Darnell, the word “forthwith” was stricken 


out, and “11 o’clock to-morrow” inserted, and the resolution 
adopted. 


ST his bill was likewise presented to the Fifth Congress. The first section reads: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represntatives of the Republic of 
Toad rocer eon S assembled, That a Conditional grant of the four leagues of 
: preme Governme i 
the Falls of the Boason nt of Mexico for the town of Viesca at 


I or so much thereof as 
titles, be and the same is hereby made to James B. Walter eco held by vale 


2 1 ; e s H. Walter & Co. u the fol- 
lowing Conditions, to wit; the aforesaid. James H. Walter & Co, propose he Es- 
tablish a cotton Manufactory at or near the Falls of the Brazos River, and at 
the end of three years to have it in operation, so as to produce Three thousand 
yards and Gt the gods per week, at the end of five years five thousand yards per 
, n years, Se i 
Congress, at the en y ven thousand yards per week. Bills, Fifth 
‘Messages, .Sixth Congress, No. 2584, filed with Im h i 
Congress, No. 2558. Endorsed: President’s Message Jany ig ise. oper Salting 
resignation of Hon. John M. Hansford, Judge of the Seventh judicial district. 


Hansford’s resignation has not been found. 
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THURSDAY, Jan. 20. [1842]* 


[House met, roll called, quorum present, journal of preceding - 
day read and adopted.] | 

Finance committee reported amendment to appropriation bill 
of amount due Judge Shelby. . 

Judiciary committee reported that it is inexpedient to adopt 
the common law system of pleading.” 


ae following message was received from the President and 
read. |” 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY oF AUSTIN, January 20th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


The bill “requiring the Auditor to audit certain claims therein 
named,” has been laid before me. I have examined its pro- 
visions, and have arrived at the conclusion, that its passage 
might greatly injure the public interests. 


If William N. Mock, Quarter Master of Militia, kept a correct 
account of his disbursements and transactions, the Executor, or 
administrator of his estate would be able to make the necessary 
returns to the office of the Quarter Master. To pass the bill, 
would at once render inoperative every salutary check that may 
have been imposed on him, as a public officer, by the laws under 
which he acted. However fraudulent and unjust may have been 
his acts—however reprehensible and illegal his proceedings— 
however unnecessary and extravagant his expenditures, the 
proposed law would cure every defect. 


It provides, moreover, for the acknowledgment of accounts 
without first knowing what those accounts are; and deprives 
the accounting officer of the means of ascertaining when all 
the liabilities created through his agency were satisfied. They 
might continue to flow in for years; and the government be 
thus compelled to pay unjust claims, amounting perhaps to many 
thousands. , 


I feel it to be an unwelcome.task to interpose a negative upon 
legislation, which many good men might esteem of slight im- 
portance; but I feel, also, that I should be recreant to my duty as 
Executive, and forgetful of my honor as a man, if I gave my 
sanction to acts which remove the barriers to fraud and throw 
wide open the floodgates of heedless and endless extravagance. 
Our country is yet poor—too poor to be profligate. 


I, therefore, return the bill to your Honorable Body, without 
my approval. 
Mi [Sam Houston] 


In The Weekly Texian, January 26, 1842. i 
"The reports have not been found. 
TEHixecutive Records, Book No. 40. p. 21. 
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3 o’cloek P. M. 


Committee of conference on the claim of Wm. Bryan, recom- 
mended a substitute, giving him $6000 in Exchequer Bills, and 
two audited drafts for $7,120 24, payable Jan. ist, 1844, and 
Jan Ist. 1845, bearing a 6 per cent. interest until payment." 

Report was adopted—yeas 20, nays, 14. 

A bill to amend and repeal certain parts or portions of the 
law of Executions being under consideration, 

The committee of conference on “a Bill to raise a revenue 
by Impost duties,” made a report, which was adopted.” 7 


The House adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, Jan. 21. [1842]* 


[House met, roll called, quorum present, journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. ] i 

Mr. Parker, of Houston, introduced a joint resolution, requir- 
ing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to #eceive 
audited drafts as promissory notes. : 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment: before the 
word audited, insert “legally,” Adopted, and bill passed. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following resolution :—Resolved 
by the House of Representatives, that the committee appointed 
to conduct the trial of impeachment against Jno. H[M]. Hans- 
ford, late Judge of the 7th Judicial District, be instructed to 
withdraw the articles of impeachment preferred against the 
said Hansford at the bar of the. Senate, and to take the neces- 
sary steps to discontinue the said prosecution, the said Hansford 
having resigned his office as aforesaid. Adopted. 


Mr. Mayfield presented the memorial of the citizens of Nacog- 
doches county, relative to the capture and treatment of the 
Santa Fe Expedition; which was read referred.” 

On motion of Mr. Morris, the vote rejecting a bill to amend 
and repeal certain parts or portions of the law concerning Exe- 
cutions, was reconsidered. ; 

The bill was then laid on the table. 

A bill to amend and reduce into one, the several acts concern- 
ing Executions, being under consideration. 


Mr. Mayfield offered a substitute for the entire bill; rejected, 
and bill passed to a 3d reading. 

The select committee to whom was referred a bill to amend 
an act to raise a revenue by direct -taxes, reported by a substi- 
tute; report received and substitute adopted with amendments, 
and ordered to be engrossed.” ; . 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill for the rel[iJef of S. Highsmith. 


The report has not been found. 
The reports have not been found. 
si The Weekly Tenian, January 26, 13 n 86 
enate Journal, Si ongress, DD. - : 
SBills, Sixth Caner No. 2536. Endorsed: Ordered to be engrossed oe 21st 
1842. For bill as finally passed see Gammel, Laws of Texas, Il, 778-782. 
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Mr. Van Zandt presented the petition of John M. Hansford; 
which was read and referred.” ae 

[A joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin S. Grayson was - 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. | 

A bill to authorize the corporation of the city of Houston to 
remove obstructions from Buffalo Bayou, was taken up, amended 
and passed. 

A bill for the relief of John Appleman; passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of J. W. Peacock, deceased ; 
passed. 
A bill for the relief of Wm. Snodgrass, was passed. 
Bill for the relief of M. H. Lacy and others; passed. 
A resolution from the Senate for the adjournment of Con- 
gress sine die on the 27th inst., was taken up and carried.” 

[The following message with communications from the Acting 
Secretary of the Treasury was received and read.]* 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
City oF AUSTIN, January 21st, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


I herewith transmit, at the earliest moment, a communication 
to your Honorable Body from the Acting Secretary of the 
Treasury, accompanied by information touching the payment 
to the Judges of a portion of their salary, with a transcript of 
the Executive order directing the same to be paid; all which 
I respectfully request may be read and published to the people 
of Texas. 

It will, at all times, afford me much pleasure to lay before 
the representatives of the nation any information within my 
control, relating to the finances of the country or connected 
with the management of the government. 

The order given to pay the Judges five hundred dollars each 
(only one half the amount appropriated to each in gold or 
silver), at six dollars in promissory notes for one of par valua- 
tion, was deemed by the Executive a penurious act; for, at the 
time the order was issued to the Comptroller, promissory notes 


-` were passing at eight for one. 


The last Congress laid down the doctrine of equivalents, by 
authorizing the payment of numerous sums of money upon 
contracts and for different purposes, “in par funds or their 
equivalent in promissory notes.” None has been paid out at 
less than six for one, since that time. On the 6th of February, 
1841, a large payment was made to Captain Pennoyer, by 
order of the then Acting President, and without any direction 
of statute, which fixed the standard of “equivalents” at six for 
one. The present Congress has followed up the course by 
various resolutions, which seem clearly to indicate a recognition 

See page 369. 

This is the last report found in The Weekly Texian, which is in the issue of 


January 26, 1842, 
sExecutive Records, Book No. 40, pp. 22-23. 
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of both the principle and propriety—not to say absolute neces- 
sity—of paying out government paper at its market value. I 
therefore did not perceive that I was either perpetrating crime 
or committing error, after so long an acknowledgment of its 
admissibility by Congresses and Presidents, in cases not half so 
meritorious as the single one in which I have acted, in paying a. 
pittance of a Judge’s salary—a salary long due, and which I 
was satisfied should have been paid out of the par funds in the 
Treasury, which were thrown into the general mass of the 
millions squandered upon unauthorized projects and designs 
rejected by Congress and ruinous to the country. The receipt 
of J. Antonio Navarro, alone, shows that he received as Com- 
missioner to Santa Fé “one thousand dollars in silver.’ Had 
the means which were placed at the disposal of the Executive, 
by laws passed at the last session of Congress, been expended 
agreeably to law, the Judges could have been paid, and would 
not have been forced to the humiliating alternative to either 
receive money at less than its nominal value, and hourly de- 
preciating—or starve. Nor would the Executive have been re- 
duced to the necessity of adopting a course which. had been 
sanctioned by legislative enactment in, doubtless, an hundred 
cases. The acts of Congress were directory, and the President 
obeyed them. 


Could any circumstance have authorized a departure from the 
letter of the constitution, (which I do not admit), or a stretch 
of law, it would have been the situation of the Judges. They 
had served the country under the guaranties of law and the 
constitution and had not been compensated. Their rights had . 
been violated, and they had been the victims of the veriest 
neglect on the part of the public functionaries, whose duty it 
was to have seen them compensated according to the laws 
which they were bound to execute. 


The Executive is clear in his conviction, that nothing can 
change the compensation of the Judges from what it was at the 
commencement of their term of service; and he would avail 
himself of this occasion to recommend to the Honorable Con- 
gress that suitable and adequate provision be made for the 
support of the Judiciary Department of the government. This 
recommendation is predicated upon the fact that the Judiciary 
forms one of the three codrdinate. divisions of the government, 
and is equal in dignity to either of the others. The different . 
departments are intended to operate within their own appro- 
priate spheres, They are designed as checks and.balances to 
each other; and being distinct, but conjointly presenting and 
sustaining our beautiful system of free and republican govern- 
ment. They are mutually dependent upon each other when pre- 
served in systematic operation. Suspend either in its action, 
and at once the system is deranged. Embarrass the action of 
any one by a combination of the remaining two for that purpose, 
and they cease to harmonize: the wage system yields to discord, 
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and the ends for which the structure was intended are supplied 

by the worst of evils—anarchy and ruin. ; 
No one department of government Is so immediately con- 
nected (under a wise constitution and laws) with the well- 
being of the community, as the Judiciary. The rights of the 
people, their peace, their property, their persons and lives, are 
under the conservation of the courts so long as they exist. They 
are to be accessible to all, and hence they become familiar to 
every one as a place of refuge for the innocent and where the 
guilty are to be punished. Thus, independent of their being 
regarded by every statesman as the palladium of liberty, they 
are looked to by every citizen as the tribunals to which he must 
appeal for the redress of wrongs and the protection of his rights. 
To maintain an able, honest and enlightened Judiciary should 
be the first object of every free country; and in none can its 
influence be more salutary than in Texas, where discord, dis- 
order and disobedience have raged with so much violence. The 
civil authorities of the country must be established and pre- 
served, or Texas must fail in the accomplishment of national 
government. ; 
[SAM Houston] 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT” 
-Jany 20th 1842. 


— Excellency SAM HOUSTON President &c¢ 
IR 

I have the honor to present a Communication with accompany- 
ing documents in answer to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 14th Inst in relation to the orders of Your 
Excellency regulating the Treasurers Office and in reguard 
[sic] to the payment of District judges. Although the resolution 
does not require the lengthy reply here made, I feel it my duty 
in to possess the Finance Committee with the information (they 
endeavored to obtain by a personal call for the Acting Secre- 
tary and the Comptroller) to give them the views of the De- 
partment at length upon the subject of the payment of District 
Judges. And I therefore ask a careful perusal of the whole 
documents by the Honourable House of Representatives 

I have the Honor to remain the Presidents obt Servt. 


Ep L STICKNEY Act Sec Treasury 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT” 
l January 18th 1842 
ae L. ANDERSON Speaker of the House of Representatives 
In accordance with a Resolution of the House of the 14th inst, 
I have the honor to enclose copies of the only written order on 
file in this Department from the Executive regulating the pay- 


t 


“Letter Book, Treasury, 1836-1842, pp. 349-350 Th i 
found. A line was evidently omitted in the in aoe a 
Financial Papers. Endorsed: : e toe ae ee 


Communicati 7 
Treasury to House of Representatives. on from the Act Secretary of 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 413 


ment of money at the Treasury Department, or Treasurers 
Office more properly. . 

A verbal order of the Executive authorized and required the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to countermand an order of the late 
Secretary of the Treasury, regulating the worth of Promissory 
notes fom 7 for one to six (6) for one: Copies of which are 
herewith sent. I also enclose & copy of the order of the Execu- 
tive in relation to the pay of the District Judges.” 


(A) This order to the Comptroller and Auditor from-the Exec- 
utive I consider sufficient authority for them to admit and audit 
the same; but had not this order accompanied the vouchers, the 
law governing the salaries of the District Judges, is construed 
by this Department, as to warrant the payment of their salaries 
in par funds at any previous time, and until Legislation on the 
subj ect changes the features of the authority now known. The 
opinion of a large majority of the Judiciary, and the opinion 
of the present Law Officer of the Government, warrants me 
in the belief that the Salaries of District Judges Should be paid 
in par funds. Article 4th Section 1st of the Constitution, creates 
the Officer and declares that no increase or decrease can be 
made in their Salaries, during the period of Service, and that 
Service Shall continue four years from the date of election or 
appointment. The Act of December 9th 1836 establishing the 
fee bill,-or Compensating the Officers of the civil-list, fixed 
their Salaries at $3000 per annum, and at that time the Prom- 
issory Notes were not in existence. After the creation of the 
Promissory Notes, the Act of the 9th January 1839, expressly 
declares, that the District Judges, shall not be required to re- , 
ceive promissory notes for their Services, but a requirement is 
made upon all other Officers to- receive them, under a penalty 
of forfeiture of Office. 


The General appropriation bill of 5th February 1841, made an 
appropriation of Twenty-one thousand dollars for the pay of 
District Judges, and if any doubt existed upon the mind of 
the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, as to what kind of funds 
the District Judges could demand, that doubt would be dispelled 
upon reference to the 7th Section of Said Act, which expressly 
appropriates out of the first par funds received in the Treasury 
$1000 00/000 in gold or Silver as part of their Salaries. At the 
time of the enactment of this Bill, there was no doubt upon the 
minds of Congress, but that the loan would be obtained, or, else 
why this Special enactment in favour of the District Judges? 
If this had been the case the Judges could have demanded, and 
would have received the whole amount in par funds. Section 
6th states “that the above appropriations are made in Promis- 
sory Notes; Suppose that Congress should make a purchase 
amounting to $5000 and appropriated $500 to pay the Same, does 
this. destroy the individual creditors claim? The twenty one 
thousand dollars specially appropriated by Congress to be paid 
to District Judges could only be paid as it was demanded, and 


“None of the copies cited is with the document. 
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had the whole amount been claimed by one District Judge and 
he had been prepared to show vouchers to the Satisfaction of the 
Auditor and Comptroller, that he was entitled to the whole 
amount, no matter whether the Hon Congress had intended it 
for twenty Judges, he legally could have swept the whole amount 


appropriated. I do not think, that the fact of the appropriatión 


being insufficient to pay what is justly due, could in any way 
effect the Salary or the Manner of paying. Could not the equiva- 
lent be applied so far as the appropriation would meet, to pay 
the Judges Salary, in the Same Manner that an appropriation 
made in “An Act to Amend the Several Acts, establishing the 
General Post Office”: approved January 28th 1841, which appro- 
priated $50.000 in Promissory Notes to pay contracts estimated 
in the Same law in par funds, and required to be so made by 
contracting parties? However, the Judges, although fully en- 
titled to their Salaries in par funds, have never received the 
same, and in many instances have been refused; they were not: 
even allowed the benefit of the law making appropriations for 
the pay of District Judges for the year 1840, which certainly 
appropriates an unlimited amount of Bonds to pay their Salaries. 

At this time I will remark, that I not only find appropriations 
made in par funds in the “General appropriation Bill” of Feb 5th 
1841: but I find a further appropriation Bill for $10.000 par 
funds, to run and Mark the boundary line. These appropriations 


were certainly made to be used and the impossability [sic] to - 


comply whith [sic] their requirements was known. 


Under the last mentioned Bill, the precedent adopted by the 
last administration was a good one, and the only means of reach- 
ing the appropriation if it was needed, and to avoid embarrassing 
a public agent, was to issue the equivalent in any money we 
had on hand. This is the only rational way, I could conclude, we 
could carry out the law, and if we had the right to issue an 
equivalent to $10.000 to run the line, the former law to pay 
District Judges, certainly would bear the construction that a 
sufficient amount of Bonds was appropriated to pay the Salaries 
of District Judges estimated in good money; but they were not 
allowed to receive any Bonds, although the amount was in pos- 
session. of the Treasury Department; and when want reduced 
them to extremities, they were compelled to ask for what they 
could get and receive Promissory Notes at par, and for part of 
their Salaries accepted bills by the Treasury Department, pay- 


able at said Department in par funds. (B) I do not know -- 


the feeling which induced them to receive Prom’y Notes, but 
the fact of their having received-part of the Salary due them in 
Promissory Notes, does not invalidate the claim they may have 
for par funds. 7 a 
The charge has been made that the District J udges, have over- 
drawn their Salaries; this is not correct as I am informed by 
the Officer to whose care their accounts are confided, and a 
balance of nearly $12.000 in promissory notes of the Government 
dawaits the order of any Judge or Judges of the District Court, 
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who may be inclined to receive their pay in promissory notes 
as the equivalent of par funds at Six for one, for the amount of 
$500 par funds, or any Smalle# amount; provided the Same máy 
be ordered to the applicant on account of Services rendered. 
Permit me to call the attention of Congress, to the precedent 
before the President and Sec. of the Treasury, for the establish- 
ment of liquidating par funds accounts. The Acting Secretary 
of the Treasury feels assured that the Treasury Departm’t 
has under the former administration admitted the ability not 
only to pay just demands against the Government in par funds, 
but an overplus has actually beeri on hand, (C) and Congress 
in its wisdom has not only thought proper to allow the matter to 
pass over its notice, when payments in the equivalent at he 
rate of six, seven and eight for one have beén made under the. 
authority of Law, but have even permitted monstrous violations 
of the Constitution and laws, in the payment of thousands of 
dollars without the authority of Legislation or Law. (D) 


The Santa Fé expedition was authorized to purchase in par 
funds, and pay the equivalent, their expenditure was estimated 
at $200.000. The ultimate cost of the- expedition will require 
years to unfold. i . 


Since the 10th of April 1841 all claims have been audited in 
the equivalent, and Texas Money since that time has been 
fluctuating, in the opinion of the late Secretary of the Treasury 
from 3, 4, 5, 6 and as low as 7 Texas Promissory Notes for 
one dollar par funds; Not only have appropriations been ex- 
pended in this manner, but amounts have been paid at these 
rates contrary to law and without appropriations; the appro- 
pria[tio]ns having been made by the late President, and accounts 
opened upon the books of the late Comptroller by his order. © 

I take the present occasion to give a list as far as a limited 
reference can be made, showing a few instances when the equiva- 
lent has been paid, when not authorized by law to be granted, 
(D) and refer your Honorable Body to the letter accompanying 
for the reasons which prevent the presentation of a full list 


I also attach copies of drafts accepted by the late Secretary 
of the Treasury in favour of one of the Judges, and the amount 
accepted upon a similar draft in favour of Judge Shelby for 
$2875—These will seem to show that the right of the District 
Judges to par fund Salaries, was conceded by the former Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. I also accompany this communication 
with a receipt of J. Antonio Navarro by which the Hon Body 
will observe that My Statement of the ability of the Government 
to pay par funds when necessary, certainly was evident, and 
evinced in the payment. of J A Navarro. The copy of the order 
of the late Executive will show the manner in which the 
appropriations contrary to law were made. 

Trusting that the information contained, may be satisfactory 
to the Hon Body over which you preside, and again repeating the 
assurance, that it affords the Act, Sec of the Treasury the high- 
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est gratification to communicate any information, in his Depart- 
ment, that may be desired by the House of Reps— 
I remain the Hon Speakers Obt Servant 

Ep L STICKNEY Actg Sec of Try 


[A message was received from the President and read.]” 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
è ` CITY OF AUSTIN, January 21st, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


I have the pleasure to lay before your Honorable Body a re- 
port from the Honorable, the Attorney General,” showing the 
destitute condition of hig Department. As the business of the 
Department is daily increasing and of a highly important char- 
acter, I would respectfully recommend that an appropriation 
at least equal to any made at former sessions, should be made 
by the Honorable Congress for the purpose of enabling the At- 
torney General to perform the duties required of him by law. 


[SAM HOUSTON] 


ae following message was received from the President and 
read. |“ i 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

CITY OF AUSTIN, January 21st, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES: 


I herewith respectfully submit, for the consideration of your 
Honorable Body, the accompanying statement of the Auditor, 
in relation to the propriety of making some provision by law 
for supplying the dangerous defects at present existing in the 
system of accounting and disbursing officers of the government. 
The Congress will at once perceive that, for the want of the 
necessary aids and checks in the transaction of the public busi- 
ness, the country is liable to suffer losses incomparably heavier 
than the expense required to obviate them. 

‘Though almost hopeless of obtaining the necessary ‘facilities 
for conducting the government properly and safely, I neverthe- 
less conceive it my duty to lay before the Congress all the in- 
formation which may possibly lead to the attainment of an 
object so deeply affecting the public interests. 


[SAM HOUSTON] 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT” 
AUDITORS OFFICE Jany 10th/42 


SIR I deem it my duty to lay before the Depart[ment] the 
evils consequent upon the adoption of the late law abolishing the 
offices of Quarter Master Commissary & Pay Master Genl. by 
reference to an act of the fourth Congress, defining the duties 


@Hixecutive Records, Book No. 40, ; 23-2 

‘ SThe report is not with the essre $ 
“Executive Records, Book No. 40, p. 23. i 
Letter Book, Treasury Department, 1839-1849, pp. 93-94, 
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of the officers of the Treasury Department, appd 5th Feby 1840. 
You will perceive from the 11th Section that all future disburse- 
ments for Military & Naval purposes shall be made through 
the legally appointed disbursing officers of those Departments, 
and the Comptroller before executing a warrant for monies to 
be thus expended, Shall receive from the head of the Department 
a requisition &c (See Sec) Now if such claims were even ever 
paid to the particular individual to whom the Government is 
indebted, it will require (according to the third section) the 
Auditor to refer to the office of Quarter Master Comy or Pay 
Master Genl to ascertain if the claim has not been previously 
paid by the office to which it might properly belong, and when 
audited and comptrollered to charge ‘the officer who made the 
purchase or received the property, this in my opinion would be 
impracticable and only lead to ‘confusion, by which many just 
claims would be rejected, and numbers of others entirely unjust 
admitted. Under the former system of settlement the auditor 
in the adjustment of a disbursing officers account only charged 
or gave credit to the officer as the case might be with the bal- 
ance, but if I understand it he will now have to open an a/c on 
his Books with every individual who has any transaction with 
- the government that would properly come before him; this - 
again would be impossible, as there is not in my opinion.a book- 
keeper that could keep up the business even sufficient to enable 
the auditor to proceed with the investigation of accounts. 


The Auditor heretoforf[e] only charged the money drawn 
from the Treasury upon requisition to the officer making the 
estimate and receiving the funds, or such as might be trans- 
ferred from one officer to another leaving it to the staff officer 
at the head of the proper branch of the service to settle with | 
his subordinates for all property purchased, only requiring them 
to acct to the Treasury Department for all monies drawn there- 
from or for property sold, see Sec 18 army regulations Quarter 
- Master Depart. 


Not having been aware of the effect the law refered to would 
produce ‘until the present, will be a sufficient reason for my 
not having advised you upon the subject prior to this time, the 
object of which is to solicit through you from ‘the Hon. Congress ` 
to empower the Secy of War to place proper officers with the 
necessary assistance at the head of the Qr. M. Comy & Pay 
Departs. and to allow the auditor should it become necessary 
by making proper application to the Secretary of the Treasy to 
employ one additional clerk as the business of the office Has 
been greatly increased by the present Congress. 


I am very respectfully Your obt sevt 
ey) „CHARLES MASON Auditor 


E L STICKNEY Esq Actg Secy Try 
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[SATURDAY, January 22, 1842” 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journal of preceding 
day read and adopted. 

‘An act for the settlement of the claims of S. P. Andrews was 
read first time, rule suspended, read second time and laid on 
the table. 

A joint resolution requiring the auditor to re-audit certain 
claims was read first time, rule suspended, read second time, 
rule further suspended, read third time, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act granting a donation of land to 
Trinity College was reconsidered ; read second time and rejected. 

The Select Committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Jonathan Bird reported as follows:]|" 


COMMITTEE ROOM, Jany 22nd 1842 
To the Hon. SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


The Select committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Jonathan Bird, have had the same under advisement, and giving 
that deliberative consideration, which they deem to be due the 
question, would respectfully report—That they are satisfied 
that the prayer of the petitioner is founded in Equity and jus- 
tice—They therefore, recommend the adoption of the following 
Resolution— 


See ist. Be it Resolved by the Senate & House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, 
That Jonathan, Bird be and he is hereby authorized to employ a 
Surveyor, and have Surveyed, at or near the location of Birds 
Fort on the Trinity River, Six hundred and forty acres of Land 
for each and every man, who is the head of a family, and three 
hundred and twenty acres of Land for every Single man over 
the age of Seventeen, who are now or who may hereafter prev- 
ious to the first day of January next, enroll themselves and 
become Citizens and Soldiers under the Command of said Bird 
and his Successors in office, ator fear Said Fort—. 

Sec 2nd. Be it further enacted &C. That the Said Jonathan 
Bird be & he is hereby authorized to draw upon the Secretary 
at War for a Sufficient amount of Powder and Lead to Supply 
his Said Fort, in the defence of the Same—and that the Secretary 
at War, be and he is hereby required to furnish the Said am- 
munition 

Sec 3rd. Be it further enacted &C That the Soldiers of 
sd. Military depot—shall be permitted to attach themselves to 
the Colony of Peters and Browning, as Colonists, provided the 

The House Journals fr 
be ene ee E “messages and. Saer finan acetone f a fe eons 
papers in the Texas State Aechives: Te peg Faa PSr R pra ah 


effort has been made to reconstruct from the endorsements of the bills a part at 


least of the proceedings from day to day. j 

closed a brackets à y y. These reconstructed journals are en- 
'Reports, Sixth Congress, No. 2582. Endorsed: 10 Report 

petition of Jonathan Bird—Read ist time Jany 27 Rule. nie Bear artic 

& Rule further suspd Read 3 time & passed Engd. T H Hord E CHR 


THE HOUSE JOURNAL 439 


Said Colonists of Peters & Browning agree to the Same, and 
further provided that Said Colony of Fort Bird shall not be 
deprived of their lands guaranteed to them by this Act, in 
consequence of the Said annexation—And further provided that 
Said Peters and Browning is hereby authorized to have Sur- 
veyed the Same quantity of Land, which is unappropriated con- 
tiguous to their Colony, in Lieu thereof—and further provided 
they remain, at their posts for the space of three years 

Sec 4th. Be it further enacted &C That this act take effect 
& be in force from and after its passage— 


THO. F. SMITH Chairman Sel. Com—: 


[A joint resolution for the relief of persons who failed to give 
in a list of their taxable property to the county assessor was read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the San Luis Bridge Company read third 
time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Moore, was read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time, rule further suspended, read 
third time and passed. l 


a following message was received from the President and 
read:]” - 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, January 22d, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


In compliance with a resolution of your Honorable Body, of 
the 19th instant, I have the honor to transmit the enclosed state- 
ment from the Auditor, in relation to the claims of sundry per- 
sons for services in bringing in the Lipan and Tancahua Indians. 

The Executive order graduating and reducing the allowance 
for their services from six dollars in par funds per diem to three, 
was issued, because the resolution making provision for their 
payment, in the opinion of the Executive, left the discretion so 
to do. The resolution indicates that, at the time of its passage, 
the claims had been “audited according to law;” and the in- 
ference was plain that the action of the Congress was had with 
reference to the supposed previous action of the Auditor; which, 
however, was incorrect; inasmuch as the accounts have not yet 
been audited. 

The amounts claimed by the beneficiaries of the act, were 
considered by the Executive as exorbitant; and such as neither 
custom, the services rendered, nor the circumstances of the 
country would justify. They were accordingly reduced to what 
was conceived a fair and- even liberal compensation. 


[SAM HOUSTON] 


8Hxecutive Records, Book No. 40, p. 25. 


420 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT” 
AUDITORS OFFICE Jany 20”/42 


To His Exellency SAM HOUSTON. 


Sir, in answer to a resolution of the Hon House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 19th inst. enquiring of’ your Excellency the 
reason why the “Auditor refused to audit the accounts of Messrs 
Jackson’ Jones Golden Turley Huiser & Morgan for services in 
bringing certain Lepan & Tonkhua Indians” before the House 
of representatives, I have the honor to report that prior to the 
passage of the resolution requiring the Comptroller to approve 
the accounts alluded to the Auditor had only acted on one as 
he believes which was rejected by the Comptroller in consequence 
of the appropriation for contingent expenses of the House of 
- Representatives having been exhausted and was returned to the 
auditor who erased his signature therefrom, and that there is 
still no appropriation out of which those claims could be paid 
unless made within the last day or two if such should be the 
case the Auditor is not apprised of it. The resolution its self 
does not make one but supposes the claims to have been “audited 
as required by law” which was caused probably by an erroneous 
representation for the purpose of facilitating its passage—all 
of those claims are at present suspended—-I spoke to the Hon 
attorney General who informed me that I had nothing to do 
with the resolution for the reasons above stated. 

The Auditor has not attempted to reduce the pay of those 
persons, but stated to one of them that your Excellency had 
given the following order thinking the price was entirely too 
high as I suppose for such service, as Indian Commissioners= 
never received more than five dollars per diem. “Executive 
Depart City of Austin Jany 13th 1842 To Charles Mason Esq 
Auditor You will audit the claims of A. Huiser, David Morgan, 
Philip Golden, James Turley, Riley Jackson and Benjamin 
Wright .for services in bringing certain Indians of the Lipan 
tribe before the committee on Indian Affairs of the House of 
Representatives at three dollars per diem and no more.” 

5 (signed) SAM HOUSTON. 


Hoping the above Reasons may prove satisfactory 
I have the honor to be Your Obt Servt. 
(signed) CHARLES MASON Auditor 


[House adjourned until Monday morning at 10 o’clock. |] 


LMonpay, January 24, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journal of Saturday: 
read and adopted. s 
. A bill to authorize the judges of the district courts to alternate 
in holding courts in cases where such judges were interested 


was read first time, rule suspended, read second time and re- 
ferred to the judiciary committee. 


Letter Book, Treasury Department, 1839-1849 97- ae 
10See Bills, Sixth Congress, Nos. 2481, 2527, 2490. 2489, 84, 2488, 2487. 
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A bill to amend an act entitled an act to define the boundaries 
of the Republic of Texas was read third time and passed. 

Report: and joint resolution passing a vote of thanks to 
Captain John G. Tod, late commander of the naval station at 
Galveston, was read first time, rule suspended, read’ second 
time oe day, rule further suspended, read third time and 
passed." : 


A joint resolution for the relief of Rebecca Brown was read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act making appropriations for the 
support of government for 1842, was ordered to be engrossed. 
Engrossed same day.’ 


On motion the House adjourned until tomorrow morning at 
10 o’clock. ]* l 


[TUESDAY January 25, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. , 


A. bill to be entitled an act making appropriations for the 
support of government for 1842, reconsidered and laid on table; 
referred to select committee, Latimer, Wynns, Van Ness, Jones 
of Galveston, Brown, Cooke and Dancy. l 

The Committee on Finance reported on the bill to fund the 
liabilities of the Republic of Texas; bill was laid on the table.‘ 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Secretary of State 
to employ one additional assistant clerk was read first time. 

An act to raise a revenue by impost duties reported and laid 
on the table" 

A joint resolution for the relief of John R. Slocomb read sec- 
ond time, rule suspended, read third time and passed. 


Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, p. 340: - 

"here were two House bills: viz, No. 2493 which is endorsed: 2 A Bill.making 
appropriations for the support of Government for 1842 Read ist time Jany 10 Laid 
on table Jany 11th Read 2nd time Jany 14th & refd to Finance Com’t Laid on 
table until 3 Oclock P M Jany 20th ordered to be Ene’d Jany 24th 1842; and 
No. 2519 (which embodies many amendments to 2498, which are a part of the 
final bill) which is endorsed: A Bill to be entitled An Act making Appropriations 
for the support of Government for 1842, Read ist time Jan. 10— Laid on table 
Jan. 11 — Read 2d time Jan. 14 & Refd. to Finance committee Ordered to be 
Engrossed Jan. 24. 1842 Engrossed same day Tho H Hord E. C H R Reconsidered 
Jany 25th 1842 & Laid on table Refered Select Com’t Latimer Wynns Van Ness 
Jones Gal Brown Cooke Dancy Rule Suspended Read 3d time Jany 27th & 
passe 

In this latter bill the pay and mileage of members of the Sixth Congress was 
as follows: i 

For pay to the Members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
sixth Congress Thirty eight thousand dollars. : 

For milfelage to the Members of the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Sixth Congress thirteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

Amendment to these rye ee submitted by Daniels and adopted. See 
Gammel, Laws of Texas, II, 767-771. g . 

The members Le the House who relinquished the three dollars of their “per diem” 
pay for which there had been no appropriation were K. L. Anderson; John D. 
Morris, C. Van Ness, G. A. Parker, Jon W. Dancy, J. H. Kuykendall, R. A. 
Pennall, John Caldwell, A. H. Latimer, John B. Jones, S, L. Jones, and Patrick 
Usher. The last named, “with a characteristic liberality and consistency of 
conduct, relinquished all but four dollars per day, stating, at the same time, that 
the moiety he had peeing ouia PADI pm to pay me debts he had contracted 
in this place...’ Austin City Gazette, February , . 

sBills, Sixth coe Nor: 2e 2491, 2453, 2492, 2493, 2519, 

*The report has not been found. . 

eThe contersnce committee report is found in Senate Journal, Sixth Congress, p. 
296. The bill was first referred to the finance committee, but the report of this 
committee has not. been found. 
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A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the corporation of 
Matagorda to levy a tax reported and laid on the table. 

A bill to provide for destroying the cancelled and other liabili- 
ties of the government now in the Treasury Department was 
read first time, rule suspended, read second time, rule further 
suspended, read third time and passed. 

An act supplementary to an act to consolidate and fund the 
public debt, approved February 7, 1837, was read first time, rule 
suspended, read second time same day and one hundred copies 
ordered to be printed. 

A Senate joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Sec- 
retary of War and Navy to issue certificates of bounty land 
to the officers, seamen, and marines of the Navy was read sec- 
ond time, rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

The report of the committee on finance on a joint resolution 
defining certain bills which shall not be received in the two 
houses of Congress was read and the bill laid on the table. 

The committee on finance made a report on a joint resolution 
providing for the redemption of scrip issued to seamen and 
marines of the Texas Navy.’ 

A joint resolution fixing the pay of the officers of the Sixth 
Congress was read first time, rule suspended, read second time, 
rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

House adjourned until tomorrow morning at ten o’clock.]* 


[ WEDNESDAY, January 26, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. . 

Senate bill entitled an act to incorporate the town of Refugio 
was read first time, rule suspended, read second time, rule fur- 
ther suspended, read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution providing for the redemption of scrip issued 
to seamen and mariners of the Texas Navy read second time and 
laid on the table. 7 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to exempt certain lands 
from the payment of certain debts therein named, approved 
February 5, 1840, was read first time, rule suspended, read sec- 
ond time and referred to the judiciary committee. 

A bill to organize the county of DeWitt for judicial and other 
purposes was read first time, rule suspended, read second time, 
rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary. to the exchequer bills was read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time, and ordered to be engrossed.” 

*The report has not been found. 


ape. reports have not been found. 
ills, x ongress, os. 2519, 2503, 25 5 
2498 abOn! BEB. pone 03, 2529, 2500, 2437, 2507, 2506, 2046, 
prs following amendment is with the bill: 
e it further resolved—That in addition to the compensation f h i 
performed under one first section of this, act The President is authorised to pay 
i e sum ` i i 
Van Ness adopted y of $2.50 for every five hundred signatures 
ills, Sixt ongress, No. 2512. Endorsed: 18 Bill supplement to th 
Exchequer Bills Read ist time Jany 26th Pea tin: ary n S 
to be enga Enga. T H Herd HG R Rule supnd Read 2d time & ordered 


fla 
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A bill for the relief of John S. Martin” was read first time, 


‘rule suspended, read second time, rule further suspended, read - 


third time and passed. 
is following message was received from the President and. 
read: 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY oF AUSTIN, January 26th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES: 


The joint resolution “authorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to receive audited drafts of the Govern- 
ment, as Texas promissory notes,” in payment of land dues and 
dues on patents, presents to me the important fact that, under 
its provisions the heavy expenses of the land office establish- 
ment: must We defrayed from the publie revenues from other 
sources, without yielding any material aid in its own support. 
` Under the present depressed condition of the country, it would 
seem to be nothing more than justice that the landholder should 
pay at least the actual expense atteriding the transaction of 
his business in the Land Office. The citizen who owns no land 
should not be compelled to pay his taxes to furnish a patent 
to his neighbor free of cost. Large appropriations of Exchequer 
bills will be required to meet the wants of the office, which 
will remain a heavy burthen upon the currency, unless they are 
absorbed, as they should be, in the payment of Land Office 
dues. It is not intended or desired that the Office should 
produce any revenue over and above its expenses; but that it 
ought to support itself, none will deny. 

Upon the success of this last effort to establish a currency, 
depends every hope of the country. Every aid within the con- 
trol of the government miust be invoked to sustain it. The 
public exigencies require å scrupulous regard to all means, even 
the smallest, to effect this object. 2 

Induced by these considerations, and pursuing the only course 
of policy that will save our currency, I am compelled to return 
the bill to your Honorable Body, without my approval. 


[Sam Houston] 


[A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to au- 
thorize the issue of exchequer bills was read first time and 
ordered to be engrossed; engrossed same day. 

Committee on Retrenchment reported a bill to increase and 
fix the salaries of the clerks of the departments of government.” 

A ‘bill for the relief of Elijah Bennett was read second time, . 
rule suspended, read third time same day and passed. 


John S. Martin was sheriff. of Houston County and $311.84 was paid by him 
for Te e of prisoners. See Comptroller's Civil Service Papers and Claims 
Papers. $ 

NBxeentive Records, Book No. 40, p. 26. 

2The report has not been found. 
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The joint resolution respecting the steamship Zavala was 
read third time and passed.” 


House-adjourned until ten o'clock tomorrow morning. ]” 
[THURSDAY, January 27, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. 


A joint resolution for the relief of John Ingram read second 
time, rule suspended, read third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Secretary of State 
to employ one additional assistant clerk read second time, rule 
suspended, read third time and passed. l 


A bill to be entitled an act making appropriations for the 
support of the government read third time and passed. 


A joint resolution for the removal of the seat of government 
was read first time.” 


A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit all legal 
claims &c read first time, rule suspended, read second time and | 
referred to select committee; ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to enable the holders of legal land claims to obtain cer- 
tificates read second time and referred to the committee on 
public lands. 


Fi e gare ARID 


An act for the settlement of the claims of S. P. Andrews was ~ 


referred to a select committee, Messrs. Forbes, Wynns, Grimes, 
Williamson, and Mayfield. 


An act to amend the several acts in relation to taking testi- sie 


mony by interrogatories read first time. 


The bill from the Senate entitled an act to lay out and organize 
a part of the county of Nacogdoches for judicial and other pur- 
poses was read first time, rule suspended, read second time, rule 
further suspended, read third time and passed.” 


The last date in the endorsement of the joint resolution is January 20. The 


fact that the bill was passed at this time is found i i 
Core Be. in the Senate Journal, Sixth 


eet Sixth Congress, Nos. 2513, 2111, 2559, 2515, 2511, 2512, 2476, 2064, 2509, 


The removal of the seat of government was one of the issues in the presidential 
campaign of 1841, but did not come to the surface in the form of a bill until this 
time. The removal was discussed early at Austin, however, and an undercurrent 
of uncertainty seemed to dominate people and Congress. ‘There were rumors 
that the capital would be removed to some point on the Brazos; Washington, San 
Felipe and Fort Bend were named. The Morning Star urged the restoration of 
the capital to Houston. As early as November 3, 1841, the Board of Directors 
of the Harrisburg Town Company appointed a committee to propose Harrisburg 
as the séat of government to Congress. James Morgan and Samuel Swartwout 
were eager for the selection of New Washington as the capital of the Republic. 
See Morgan to Swartwout, January 12, 1842, Morgan Papers, Rosenberg Library ; 
Journal of the Harrisburg Town Company, p. 101, MS volume in San Jacinto 
Museum of History; The Morning Star, 


Janua ; ; i 
5 and November 4, 1841; Daily Bulletin, T Texas Sentinel, August 


LA bill to be entitled an act to lay out and organize a par 
Nacogdoches for judicial and other purposes was faodieed ie ae ae is 
[blank]. The same bil was introduced in the Senate on January 12, and this 


we 
> w 
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A message from the President vetoing the bill for the relief 
of William Bryan was received and read. }" 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, January 27th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


I herewith respectfully return to your Honorable Body, with- 
out my approval, a bill for the relief of William Bryan. He, 
like many others, has advanced his thousands; and like many 
others, also, he must submit to the alternative which stern 
necessity forces upon all our creditors. The government owes 
to other single individuals hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
under the solemn obligation of written contracts, and no special 
provision has been made in their favor. The country could not, 
in justice to herself make such provision. We are at this time 
unable to pay our debts We must, therefore, place all our credi- 
tors on the same footing and ask them to wait; not that all 
claims are equally meritorious, but that we are unable to pay 
any. We should not make distinctions and exhibit partiality 
by preferring the claims of one creditor to those of another of 


appears to be the bill which was returned to the House, amended.and turned 
back to the Senate on January 29. The House amendments are as follows: 

2. Sect. Ist Blank fill with Smith 

»” Sect 2 4 "1  Kearnsville n 

K x Strike out “15th day Febry? and insert ist Monday in March 

4th Sect. fill Blank with “Smith” 

5. Sect. fill blank with “March” 

Sth Sect fill first blank—“fourth” second blank with April, July, and third 
blank with Oct 

Sect. 9. Strike out after the first blank—‘*mondays of, and” & insert the third 
monday after the time fixed for holding the District court in Houston County 
Raymond C C HR 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted; That the above described territory shall be 
known and styled by the name of [blank] and that the 15th day of February next 
is hereby set apart for election of five Commissioners to select a county site for 
the County seat of said County, and the place selected by said commissioners, 
shall be the county seat of said county and shall be styled f{blank] and all voters 
qualified to vote for members of congress, shall be entitled to vote for said 
Commissioners, provided ‘the said Commissioners shall select the said county Site 
within five miles of the Centre of said county. ; A 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the County of [blank] be attached to and 
form part of the fifth Tudicial District of this Republic, and all causes now 
pending in the county out of which said Judicial District or county is formed, 
in which the Defendants reside in [blank] -County, shall be transferred to said 
county for trial or adjudication. : i i 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the first Monday in [blank] next after the 
passage of this Act, be appointed and set apart for the election of a Chief Justice, 
Sheriff, Clerk of the District Court. Clerk of the County Court, Coroner, and 
County Surveyor for said Judicial District or County; which said election shall 
be conducted under the superintendance [sic] of any two Justices of the Peace 
at present in commission within the limits of said County, in conjunction with one 
or more free holders, who shall make return of the same to the State Department 

i fter said election. , 
diene ae Pade eee enacted, That the times of holding the inferior or county 
Courts for said County shall be on the [blank} Mondays of [blank], [blank], 
[blank]. and [blank], of each year until otherwise altered by Law. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the times of holding the District Courts in 
and for said County, shall be on the Tbianki Mondays of [blank] and of each and 

i ise altered by Law. - : f 

SSS Sixth Congress, No. 2525. Endorsed: No 196 A Bill To Be entitled. 
an act to lay out and organize a part of the county of Nacogdoches for Jodinia? 
and other purposes—Read ist time Jany 14, 1842. Rule Suspended Read 2 time 
same day & refd to Select Com. Engrossed Jany 24th 1842 by Tom Green Eng 
Cik Senate Rule suspended read 8rd time & passed same day A. C. Macfarlane 
Se OTE Read ist time Rule suspended Read 2d time Rule further suspended 
Read 3d time [&] passed J H Rf{aymond]. 

Executive Records, Book No. 40, pp. 27-28. 
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A ` 
equal grade. All our just debts merit the earliest attention and, 
at the earliest moment in our power, should be discharged; but 
that period has not yet arrived. We are struggling for our very 
existence. Upon the acceptable character of the new currency 
we are striving to establish, rests the fate of the nation. If 
by indiscretion or ofherwise we raise up obstacles to the suc- 
cessful action of the financial plan we have adopted, the gov- 
ernment must dissolve. Upon its failure, this result would be 
inevitable. The system, therefore, must be preserved and sus- 
tained in healthy action. We occupy a position extremely cerit- 
ical. No consideration, therefore, amounting to the accommoda- 
tion of some few individuals, should induce a departure from 
the only path of safety. Let our creditors for the time being 
yield something by way of security for full and final payment. 
Without freedom of action at this juncture, we may apprehend 
the worst consequences. Without a government, the government 
creditor must remain unpaid. 


I make use of this opportunity to announce to the House of 
Representatives, that I shall protect the currency to .which 
we'are about to resort, by every means in my power. I can 
never sanction a diversion of the last and only reliance of the 
country, from the objects of absolute necessity contemplated in 
the passage of the law authorizing the issue of Exchequer bills. 
In the language of that law, they “shall be paid out for no 
other purpose than that of carrying out the objects of the 
general appropriation acts of Congress.” 

On the subject of sustaining the credit of our issues—although 
the Executive, and those who know well the actual situation 
of the resources of the country, may regard the basis as suf- 
ficient; yet when we take into view the difficulties attendant 
upon the present crisis in Texas, we must reflect that our credit 
and character for punctuality have sustained a serious shock, if 
not a total overthrow. It is now our duty, and we are compelled 
to adopt the alternative of making new issues based upon some 
principle or foundation apart from the national faith and public 
domain. Hence the public revenues have been pledged for the 
redemption of the amount of two hundred thousand dollars in 
Exchequer paper. To place this issue upon a basis of undoubted 
and solvent character, I would recommend most seriously and 
earnestly, that one million acres of land in the South East 
section of the territory lately held by the Cherokee Indians be 
set apart and specially reserved from all legislative action; 
unless so far as to render its value applicable to the redemption 
of the amount of two hundred thousand dollars—the extent of 
the issues authorized by law. 

It is firmly believed by the Executive that, so soon as the 
same can be sectionized and brought into market, one tenth 
part of the amount proposed, will at any time produce a greater 
sum (over and above the incidental expenses of bringing it into 
market), than would redeem the whole amount of two hundred - 
thousand dollars. The expense necessarily attendant upon bring- 
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ing the same into market, need not exceed from five to eight 
thousand dollars, and perhaps a less amount whereas the benefit 
resulting to the country, by sustaining the credit of our cur- 
rency, would be to us almost incalculably great. Within twelve. - 
months from March next, the land could be brought into market: 
and should any portion of our money not be redeemed by the 
revenues, the land sales would at once absorb the balance. Gold 
and silver would flow into the country and we should find 
foreigners become the purchasers and owners of land in Texas. 
The prohibition of the constitution which now prevents for- 
eigners from owning land in our country would be obviated, 
as the titles would emanate directly from the government by 
patent. This circumstance would bring competitors into market; 
and they would be numerous, when it should be known that the 
fairest and finest portion of -Texas was to become the object 
‘of competition and purchase. ae 

With these considerations, I return the bill without signa- 
ture, believing as I do, that it would be an invasion of the 
avowed principle and a contradiction of the 8th section of -the 
law fixing the basis of our finances.. 

Should the Honorable Congress adopt the suggestions in rela- 
tion to the Cherokee country, I feel most confident that they 
will have a highly beneficial effect upon the credit and character 
of our currency, and sustain the country by producing millions 
to our Treasury and inducing a flood of emigration to our 
country. . 

[SAM HovustTon] 


[The following message was received from the President and 
read.|* 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
City OF AUSTIN, January 27th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


In compliance with a resolution of your Honorable Body, I 
herewith transmit communications from the Departments of 
State and War and Navy, furnishing all the correspondence 
and evidence in possession of the Government, in relation to the 
alleged illegal seizure of the “Little Penn”, not hitherto com- 
municated to Congress. 

[SAM HOUSTON] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE” 
AUSTIN 26th Jany 1842 
To His Excellency SAM HOUSTON. 

Sir, 

In compliance with the Resolution of Honl House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 24th Inst—appointing a committee to enquire 
into and report as early as practicable the particulars of the 

8Wxecutive Records, Book, No. 40, p: 27. 


vFinancial Papers; Home Letters to Department of State, 1842-1845, Book 46, 
p. 46. The correspondence is not with ‘the communication. 
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. alledged illegal conduct of the Schooners “Invincible and Brutus” 
in seizing the property of the “Little Penn” off the Coast of 
Campechy in 1837, and requesting the President to cause all the 
documents relating thereto to be laid before the House, and 
which resolution you referred to this Department, has been 
received :—I have the honor herewith to hand you all the cor- 
respondence and evidence in this department which has not 
heretofore been transmitted to Congress relative to the allege 

seizure above referred to— . 


I have the honor to be your very obt servi i 
l ANSON JONES” 


[A substitute for the joint resolution to amend the militia laws 
wes received from the Senate, read first time, and laid on the 
table. l 

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah N. Hubert was re- 
teived from the Senate, read first time and laid on the table, 
rule suspended, read second time, rule further suspended, read ' 
third time and passed. ' 

A joint resolution for the relief of Eliza T. Logan was read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

A Senate joint resolution to authorize the President to appoint 
such persons as he may deenr propër to sign his name to the 
Exchequer Bills was read first time, rule suspended, read second 
time, rule further suspended, read third time and passed; 

An act establishing the pay of officers of the Texas Navy 
was read second time and passed to a third reading. 

A joint resolution for the relief of E. L. Martin and William 
F. Sparks was read second time, rule suspended, read third time 
and passed. l ; 

House adjourned until 10 o’clock tomorrow morning.]” 


FRmay, January 28, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, j ournal of preceding 
day read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the time of holding 
the district courts in the fourth judicial district was taken up 
and read second time, rule suspended, réad third time and 
passed. i 

A bill supplementary to an act for the relief of John S. Black 
and sundry other citizens of Harris County .was taken up and 
indefinitely postponed. - 

A bill to þe entitled an act to prevent any person from selling 
ardent spirits to Indians read. first time, rule suspended, read 
second time, rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill to define the boundaries of Spring Creek County was 
read second time and indefinitely postponed.} : 


20Concerning the “Little Penn” see Garrison, Diplomatic r ; 

iH, ue er o 896, A a 1060, 1120, ET ence RE 
ills, Six ongress, Nos. j 9, 2519, ; 

2520, 2524, 2383, 2522, 2521, 2526, 2537. RODS APAT AOS: OAT, 2528 20s 


I 
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The Committee of Conference on the Bill entitled “An Act 
supplementary to an Act to raise a revenue by Direct Taxation” 


recommend the adoption. of the following Report” 


2nd Amendment of the Senate House will adopt 
8rd | kJ 3? »”» 3 99 99 9? 


Ath a?) 99 37 99 99 99 99 
5th 39 yy 99 59 33 > 99 
6th 39 99 9 99 F$) 39 93 
7th Ph al 3 ” Senate Recede 


The Committee recommend the following addition to the first 
Section of the Bill. 

“So far as relates to all taxes that may accrue or become due 
in future.” i 

8th Amendment of the Senate the House adopts 

9th 99 f 99 a> 99 29 99 99 

10th 99 99 9 i es) 9 9 


l 11th +2 99 99 99 33 oF $9 


12th In lieu of the 12th Amendment of the Senate the Commit- 
tees recommend the following. _ 
“And he shall advertize for Sale all property, the taxes upon 
which have not been paid on or before the 1st of December, by 
posting up notices in thrée public places in the County where 
the property is situated, (one of which places shall be the 
County seat) for sixty days previous to the sale; and shall sell 
the said property on the first monday of March and succeeding 
days at the Court House door if there be one, and if not, at 
the place where the Court of. said County may be held, for the 
taxes costs and charges——and if any person or persons shall offer 
at the sale to pay the dues aforesaid for less than the whole 
quantity of the tract of land advertised—then it shall be stricken 
off to the lowest bidder; and the part or parcel sold if less 
than the entire tract advertised, shall be laid off in a square 
beginning at the beginning corner of said tract” 

13th Amendment of Senate—House adopt & Committees recom- 
mend the following addition at the end of the amendment 
“which deed shall be prima facie evidence that all the requisites 
of the law have been complied with” 

The Committees further recommend that the 6th Section of the 
Bill be amended by striking out “November” in the 5th line of 
said section and inserting “September.” 

C VAN Ness Chn Come H. R. 

[Substitute to a bill to establish a uniform system. of weights 
and measures was adopted and ordered to be engrossed; rule 
suspended and réad third time. - i 

Substitute to a bill to be entitled an act to alter the time of 
holding the courts in the third judicial district was read third 
time and passed: l ; 

House adjourned until tomorrow morning at ten o’clock.]” 


2See Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2536. indorsed: Report of Committee of 
Conference on the Direct Tax Bill Adopted January 28, 1842 Macfarlane Secty 
S 


enate, : = 
“Bilis, Sixth Congress, Nos. 2531, 2550, 2533, 2585, 2536, 2114, 2534, 


y 
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(SATURDAY, January 29, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. 


A joint resolution for the relief of Eliza T. Logan was read 
third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to exempt certain lands from the payment of certain debts 
therein named, approved February 5, 1840, was taken up, rule 
suspended, read third time and passed. 


A bill to establish a uniform system of weights and measures 
was taken up and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Joseph M. Harris was read 
second time, rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish a mail route from 
the town of Sabine to Laurel Hill, Jasper County, was read 
third time and passed. 

A joint resolution, for the relief of John Davis was read sec- 
ond time, rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled 
“an act to lay out and organize the county of Lavaca” and an 
act entitled “an act to lay out and organize the county of 
Guadalupe”’—and “an act to lay out and organize the county of 
DeWitt” were read first time, rule suspended, read second time 
same day, rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in 
contested elections was taken up, substitute adopted, rule sus- 
pended, read third time and passed.” 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled an act to repeal an act 
to incorporate the city of Matagorda, approved February 5, 
1840, was taken up and read first time, rule suspended and 
read ‘second time. 

A bill to be entitled an act prohibiting the auditor from issuing 
duplicate warrants for money was indefinitely postponed. 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled an act to alter and pre- 
scribe the time of holding the Supreme Court was taken up, 
read first time, rule suspended, read second time, and made 
special order of the day for eleven o’clock on Monday next. 

Senate bill supplementary to an act compensating officers of 
the civil list was read first time. 

A bill to be entitled “an act reviving certain portions of an 
act regulating the duties of probate courts and the settlement 
successions,” from the Senate, was taken up and read first 

ime. 

A joint resolution establishing a mail route from Austin to 
Warren on Red River via Bird’s Fort was read first time, rule 
suspended, read second time, rule further suspended, read third 
time and passed. _ 

A joint resolution to provide for the permanent location of the 
seat of justice of Paschal County was read first time, rule sus- 


~The substitute has not been found. 
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pended, read second time, rule further suspended, read third 
time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the “Colorado Canal 
Company” read first time, rule suspended, read second time, 
rule suspended further, read third time and passed. 

A Senate joint resolution for the relief of A. C. Macfarlane, 
late Sheriff of Travis County was taken up and read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time, rule further suspended, read 
third time and passed. 

A Senate joint resolution authorizing the President to perform 
certain duties therein named was read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time and laid on the table.” 

A bill from the Senate, to be entitled an act amendatory of 
the several acts regulating judicial proceedings was taken up, 
read first time and indefinitely postponed. 

House adjourned until ten o’clock Monday morning.]* 


[MONDAY, January. 31, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journal of Saturday 
read and adopted. 

A joint resolution to increase the pay of clerks of departments 
and bureaus read first time. 

A bill supplementary to an act for the relief of John S. Black 
and sundry other citizens of Harris county was reconsidered, laid 
on the table, and indefinitely postponed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of David [Dennis] Walsh was 
read second time, rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the surveying and 
delineating upon the county map, the granted land in the county 
of Refugio was read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry citizens ef Fannin County praying for a mail route 
from Austin to Warren on Red River, via Bird’s Fort reported 
as follows:]” 7 4 


*The first section reads: : . 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Texas, in Congress Assembled, That the President be and he is hereby required to 
reduce the amount of services of the Navy for the present year after such manner 
as to him will appear most expedient to an amount not exceeding the appropriation 
for es Service—any law to the iment notwithstanding. 

The following amendment was introduced: : 

Insert—and auch appropriation shall be exclusively for the prese[r]vation and 
safe keeping of the vessels Mayfield 4 , succes 

Bills, ‘Sixth Congress, No. 2538. Endorsed: No 1 Joint Resolution gales ra 
the President to perform certain duties therein named Read 1. time rm : 
1842 Rule suspd Read 2. time Jany 26, 1842 Rule further suspended Read 3. t i 
Jany 26, 1842 & passed Macfarlane i ae Read ist time Jany 29th Rule 
suspended, Read 2nd time and laid on table. 

Bills Sixth Congress, Nos, 2383, ee as ie 2544, 2102, 2545, 2580, 
2556, 2539, 2560, 2530, 2541, 25438, 2547, ; A oe 

2The report is with the joint resolution. The following amendments were 
submitted : f r a F ‘5 

In the first section substitute “two weeks’ 3 for “weekly”. na 

Strike out Post mos Gent ena insert Ree pA o B . 

Strik t ten—and insert “five dollars— ; . Saken 

Bills, Seih Conan No. 2548. Endorsed: 3 Joint Resolution aea 
Mail route from Austin to Warren on Red River Via Birds Fort Rea a 
Jany 29 Rule suspd Read 2d time & — Rule further suspd Read 3d time & p 

ord 


E ed . © : > ; 
“The se Raa of the joint resolution indicates that it was passed on January 
9th. 
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COMMITTEE RooM 31st Jany 1842 
To the Hon K. L. ANDERSON Speaker of the House— 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Sundry Citizens of Fannin County praying for a Mail rout[e] 
between the City of Austin and the Town of Warren on Red 
River,.via Birds Fort, would respectfully report the following 
resolution and recommend its adoption in relation to the Same—. 

Sec ist. Be it resolved by the Senate & House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, that the 
Post Master General be and he is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to receive the Bond of Alfred Johnson, according to 
Law, and authorize the Said Johnson to transport the Mail 
from the City of Austin to the Town of Warren on Red River 
by way of Fort Bird on the Trinity River, weekly, and that the 
Said Johnson shall receive $10.00 per mile for transporting the 
Said Mail; and that he be required to transport the Said Mail to 
and from the City of Austin once in every two weeks and be 
Subject to rules and regulations of the Post Office Department. 

Sec 2nd Resolved further that this joint Resolution take 
effect & be in force from and after its passage— 


THO. F. SMITH Chairman— 
A J FOWLER 

A H LATIMER 

JOHN BROWN (red) 


[The following messages were received from the President 

and read.]” 7 
= EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

CITY OF AUSTIN, January 31st, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES: 


I have carefully reviewed a bill “to amend and repeal a portion 
of an act granting land to emigrants, approved January 4th, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, and to extend a fur- 
ther donation of land to emigrants and citizens, and for other 
purposes,” which has been submitted for my sanction, and find 
that the first section removed the conditions (except that of 
three years’ residence), imposed by the act of January 4th, 
1841, which were to be performed iby the emigrant before he 
could get a patent; and that it permits the whole amount of 
land granted under said act to be thrown into market and to 
become the object of speculation, peculation and fraud upon the 
government.—Section third extends a donation of land to emi- 
grants and citizens arriving at lawful age. I cannot but deem 
this as impolitic. Our public lands are pledged. They ought 
to be the main support of the national credit. Their value and 
amount have never been ascertained; and, until these floating 
claims are out of the way, our land system can never be settled. 
Interminable confusion will prevail and litigation must continue 


Executive Records, Book No. 40, p. 30. 
} 
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the abiding curse of the country. Emigration will be prevented 
by a pervading and well founded distrust of the rights of prop- 
erty; and, also, by a depreciation of its market value, by the 
spolicy and practice of the Government in bestowing it 
gratuitously upon all who will receive. Thus our public domain 
is rendered wholly unavailable; for that on which the govern- 
ment -places no value, the emigrant and resident abroad will of 
course consider valueless. 

Believing, therefore, that the period has arrived: when every 
‘effort should be used to adjust the confusion and chaos of our 
land system, and that the provisions of this bill will- have a 
directly contrary tendency, and consequently detrimental to the 
aa I return it to your Honorable Body without my signa- 

ure. 


[SAM HOUSTON] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,” 
CITY oF AUSTIN, January 31st, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES: 


Influenced by an abiding conviction of the. unconstitutionality 
of laws organizing counties for’ judicial purposes, founded upon 
reasons heretofore communicated to your Honorable Body, I am 
compelled to withhold my approval and signiture [sic] from the 
bill “to organize the county of DeWitt for judicial purposes; 
and also the bill “to divide the counties of Montgomery and 
Houston and create the counties of Madison and Hamilton, for 
judicial and other purposes.” 

[SAM HOUSTON] 


[A bill to be entitled an act to dispose of certain Indian tribes 
in this Republic from the Senate was taken up, read first time 
and rejected. ee. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to alter and prescribe the 
time of holding the Supreme Court was taken up and passed to 
a third reading. f . 

House adjourned until ten o’clock tomorrow morning. |” 


[TUESDAY, February 1, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journals of the pre- 
ceding day read and adopted. 

An act for the relief of William Elliott and Isaac Reed was 
read first time.” A 


Executive Records, Book No. 40, p. 32. ° e 

#Bills, Sixth Congress, Nos. 2549, 2550; 2124, 2561, 2557, 2542, 2552, 2560. 

Isaac Reed, a- citizen of Harrison County, stated that he purchased the league 
and labor of land that Manuel Antonio Romero obtained from the Government of 
Coahuila and Texas. The league was located on the waters of the Sabine, the 
labor on the Angelina. He had held undisturbed possession of the land until the 
5th Congress passed an act requiring the claimant to bring suit against the 
Government to establish the same. This he had done, but being of limited means 
he was unable to prosecute the suit. He prayed Congress to pass an act quieting 
his claim. Endorsed: 118 Isaac Reed’s petition. Memorials and Petitions. 

The land was sold by Isaac Reed to William Eliott. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act to incorporate the 
city of Matagorda, approved February 5, 1840, was laid on the 
table. 

A bill to be entitled an act amendatory of an act granting 
land to emigrants, approved January 4, 1842, was read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time, rule further suspended, read 
third time and rejected, reconsidered same day and made special 
order for February 2, at eleven o'clock. 

A bill to reorganize the second judicial district read first 
time, rule suspended, read second time, rule further suspended, 
read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the President and read: |” 

l 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, February ist, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES : % 


Impressed as I am with a sense of duty and the true situation 
of the country, I cannot yield my assent to the bill “to amend _..-- 
an act to define the boundaries: of the Republic of Texas.” I 
trust your Honorable Body will bear with me, while I assign my 
reasons for the.course which I feel compelled to adopt. 

Texas has heretofore declared by the law of 1836, that her 
limits should be bounded on the West by the principal stream of 
the Rio Grande to its source, thence due North to the forty 
second degree of latitude and the boundary line of the United 
States. This formed our limits with Mexico; and agreeably to 
this we have been recognized as independent by the United 
States, and also by those European governments with which we 
have established relations. From these facts, it seems to me 
that until Texas has it in her power to exercise jurisdiction, 
it can be of no possible advantage to her, that she should assert 
any claim which would subject her to derision, or evince a wish 
to extend her claim to territory by mere assumption of a right, 
which she might not be-able to enforce. The recognized limits 
of Texas are greater than either her population or resources 
will enable her at this time to occupy. 

To extend our limits according to the provisions of the bill, 
would embrace a region of country larger than the United 
States of the North, and include two thirds of the territory of 
the Republic of Mexico. It would take in portions of the states 
. of Tamaulipas, Coahuila, Durango, Sinaloa, and all of Chi- 

huahua, New Mexico, Sonora, and Upper and Lower California. 
It is also but reasonable to calculate, that the inhabitants of those 
vast regions would not number less than two millions. It.would 
then appear curious to nations in amity with us, that a people 
destitute of means’to meet their most pressing wants, and 
numbering less than one hundred thousand, should assume, by 
a declaratory law, that they have a right to govern a country 
possessing a population of more than thirty to one. Thus far 


=Iixecutive Records, Book No. 40, pp. 32-34. 
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I am inclined to believe other nations would regard the measure 
as visionary—or as a legislative jest—inasmuch as it would 
assume a right which it is utterly impossible to exercise. 


But other considerations of a most grave and solemn character 
impress themselves on my mind. The mediation of England has 
been invoked between the governments of Texas and Mexico— 
the exercise of which has only been delayed in consequence of 
a want of the ratification and exchange of treaties. This diffi- 
culty will, however, soon cease to exist. So soon as the exchange 
of ratifications can take place at London, there can be no doubt 
but that the British Minister at Mexico will be authorized to 
. interpose in behalf of Texas; and unless some obstacle should 
intervene we may, at no very distant period, anticipate the most 
favorable result from the mediation. of that. power in our favor. 
Should the present measure, however, be adopted, and a proposi- 
tion be submitted to the Mexican government, we cannot expect 
that this extraordinary assumption of right by Texas will be 
overlooked in the negotiation, but would present an insuperable 
barrier, not only to our recognition by Mexico, but would an- 
nihilate every hope of an amicable adjustment of our differences. 
The British, Minister would not be authorized to enter into any 
arrangement, but such as would present Texas with the limits 
avowed at the time of her recognition and declared by the law, 
approved 19th. December, 1836. 


The promulgation of this bill, if it were to become a law, 
would suspend all action on the part of Great Britain. To as- 
sume a right which we cannot exercise, would only work evil 
and could produce no salutary result. It would be useless in 
itself. Indeed, a proposition of this character is calculated to 
irritate and arouse the indignation of every man within the 
limits of Mexico. And whilst we would thus pursue phantoms 
as profitless as the pursuit is dangerous, our character for 
policy, sagacity and forecast would suffer serious detriment. 


I need not assure your Honorable Body of the ardent desire 
which I entertain for peace and friendly intercourse with all 
nations. So long as we are not on amicable terms with Mexico, 
so long we will suffer hindrance to our prosperity. The constant 
cry of invasion will be sounded, not only throughout Texas, but 
throughout all nations to whom we are known; and while this 
is the case, we may feel confident that emigration will be im- 
peded, if not entirely prevented. From this source we are to 
draw both population and wealth; and no matter how. desirable 
our soil and climate might be to foreigners, nor how great their 
anxiety to make our country their home, it could certainly be no 
additional inducement to families, that Texas should remain in 
hostile relations with Mexico; which might and would at all 
times, render their situation one of unpleasant excitement, if not 
of danger. ; 

‘We may regard Mexicans as we may think proper; but still 
they are men and entertain ideas of nationality and some = 
of shame and injury. If then they do, the present project mus 
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have a powerful influence upon them. Indignity always inspires 
feelings of revenge. The very thought of suffering a partition 
of their country, will give them adhesion—and union may render 
them more formidable than we have found them in times past. 
It will at all events, arouse their energies, incite them to the 
last effort, inflict great annoyance upon us, and withdraw the 
attention of our citizens from the pursuits and profits of hus- 
bandry. 

Texas only requires peace to make her truly prosperous and 
respectable. Peace will bring with it every advantage. All that 
is needful to secure individual wealth is well directed industry— 
and the policy that will permit the farmer and the mechanic to 
employ their labor in peace, is the only policy that can establish 
and improve our country. Without peace, labor and industry, 
we must, with all the boundless! natural advantages of Texas, 
remain comparatively poor and embarrassed. 

The present moment is, to my apprehension, the most unfor- 
tunate of all others, for the awakening of this subject. Our 
fellow citizens taken at Santa Fé, if they still survive, are pris- 
oners in the city of Mexico, at the mercy of Mexicans. Every 
possible means at my command has been employed to obtain 
their release and restoration to their friends and country. Should 
the proposed project reach the Mexican capital, in the character 
of a legislative act, no earthly interposition can insure their lib- 
eration; and I should deem it the. most probable of all other 
events, that they would be executed by order of the authorities 
of the country—and should they even escape this, I would 
apprehend their destruction by the populace. In a country like 
‘Mexico,. demagogues are never wanting to excite the fury and 
stimulate the bad passions of those to whose favor they seek to 
commend themselves. I am therefore satisfied, that if any 
measure could produce injury to Texas, and endanger the lives, 
of our noble, generous and brave fellow citizens, whose cruel 
captivity we now deplore, it would be the passage of this bill. 
Surely their circumstances invoke of the Honorable Congress 
calm and careful deliberation. ` 


[Sam Houston] 


[The House adjourned until tomorrow morning at ten 
o'clock. |” 


[WEDNESDAY, February 2, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, j 
aad and ae q p journal of yesterday 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act granting a donation 
of land to actual settlers on or near the military road on the 
northern frontier, approved January 21, 1841, read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time and rejected, 

A bill from the Senate supplementary to ah act compensating 


AN icere of the civil list was read ‘second time and laid on the 
able. 


Bills, Sixth Congress, Nos. 2540, 2555, 2556, 2554. 
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Resolution concerning pay of Secretary and other clerks of 
the Senate and Sergeant at Arms and door keeper passed. 

A bill to increase the pay of clerks of departments and Bureaus 
was read second time.” , 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled an act to alter and pre- 
scribe the time of holding the Supreme Court was read third 
time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act amendatory of an act granting 
land to emigrants, approved January 4, 1842, which was made 
special order for the day was taken up. 

The following messages were. received from the President: 
and read:]* 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CITY OF AUSTIN, February 2d. 1842, 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES: 


The bill “for the protection. of the Northern and Western ` 
frontier, by the establishment of a line of Military Colonies 
along the same,” has been presented to the Executive, and he 
trusts that the attention which has been bestowed upon the 
subject, will at least entitle his views to that consideration which - 
is always expected from an enlightened and patriotic assembly, 
representing a nation of. freemen. pi 

From the caption of the bill, it would appear to be intended 
as a provision for the defence of our extensive frontier. From 
my experience -and from the fact of having had my attention 
called, for years, to the subject of frontier protection, I cannot 
believe that the object in view can be attained by the proposed 
system. My views relative to-this subject have been presented 
to Congress, ‘and my conviction of their validity has undergone 
no change—but, on the- contrary, received additional confirma- 
tion. : a oe Bc 
The bill contemplates the location of sixteen posts, or military 
colonies, at a distance from our present frontier, so as to extend 
our settlements; but to my apprehension, only to render our 
frontier less secure than it is at present. Each settlement or 
post, will require more aid to defend it, than if the line of settle- 
ments were to‘remain as it now stands. They would, also, be 
too remote from each other, to render either timely or efficient 
mutual assistance. Each post would be liable to be surrounded, 
and no opportunity would be afforded of sending an express for 

“The first section of the biH reads: Pere i : , 
ons in eee gt eed a shal be aoned each chiet and aualtant cles 
of the differfe]nt department = Burn S pari a e he eae ie Ex- 
oe Bie Hoses sooncatea any Law to the’ Contrairly. notwithstand[i]ng 


The foll ad ts were submitted: á p 

Strike out ait after the enacting clan. and insert “that there is hereby donated- 
one league and one labor of land each to R £ 

Str s Bills” and insert “Annually "E, 

Pake S ne ons of this Act shali not inure to the benefit of the Clerks l 


> jd adopted. j 5 RE 
E Bilis, ee Coa Noy 3849. 5 “Endorsed: 26 A Bill to increase the pay_ of 


Clerks of departments & Bureaus of government Read Ast time ‘Jany 30 Read 2 
time Feby 2. ; i - 
SExecutive Records, Book No. 40, pp. 35-39. 
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help. The enemy would have it in their power to cut off any 
messenger who might be sent alone; and if the colonists were 
pressed hard, sufficient force could not be spared from the 
command, to ensure the safety of the bearer of intelligence. The 
present settlers of the frontier, so far from receiving protection, 
from the posts, would have to render the posts protection and | 
sustain the colonists. If a call were to be made upon the Secre- 
tary of War, several days must elapse before he could receive 
intelligence, even though it should not be intercepted; and when 
it should arrive he would have no force at his disposal. Were 
he to make a call upon the militia, weeks must pass away, before 
relief could reach the point of destination. 


The state of things incident to this system of defence does 
seem to me not calculated to ensure the object proposed, nor 
one that could be desirable to the patriotic people of-Texas. 

It is moreover not in the power or the means of the govern- 
ment to furnish the supplies of ordnance, arms or ammunition, 
that would be required by the bill. Seven hundred pounds of 
lead is all that is reported in the arsenal. But apart from this, 
there is no provision made to subsist the colonists. For the first 
year they would require supplies, and their procurernent must 
be attended with great danger and expense; and they must be 
drawn from the frontiers, where a scarcity of supplies will gen- 
erally exist. Without these supplies the colonists would become 
discouraged,-and all the posts abandoned or destroyed. 

The fact that land could be acquired would induce a general 
feeling of speculation and the men, instead of acting the part 
and performing the duties of soldiers, would only care about 
land. The plan of extending our posts, not to be defended by 
soldiers alone, but men women and children, would carry with 
it many incumbrances, without the facilities necessary to a 
proper defence of their position. Until such time as the forts 
or block-houses could be erected, the women and children would 
be exposed to the frequent and sudden attacks of the Indians. 
The fact that the posts would be located within the hunting 
grounds of the Indians, would have a tendency to inspire them 
with the most determined hostility, and it might be expected 
to call forth, from one end of our frontiers to the other, inces- 
sant inroads upon the colonists. That the Indians would be 
enabled to steal all their horses and stock, there can be no 
doubt ; and I am compelled to state, most frankly, that if it were 
practicable to carry the bill into operation, (which I do not 
think could be done), it would produce a greater waste of human 
life than is to be apprehended from our present situation, and 
I am convinced we can easily, and with a comparatively trifling 
expense, be relieved from the evils that now exist and menace 
us in our present exposed condition. 


Another objection which presents itself to my mind is that 
` it will be disposing of a large portion of our public domain, 

which may soon be rendered available and advantageous to ` 
Texas. Prodigality of our public land has characterised our 
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legislation; and so long as we indulge in bestowing our lands 
without price, so long will they be regarded by foreigners as 
valueless. And though they are really of very great value, and 
by a cautious and prudent policy would soon extricate us from 
all our involvements, we do not seem to regard the advantage as 
within our control. 

The power to condemn the lands of individuals, wherever a 
commandant may choose to locate a post or colony, does seem 
to me impolitic if not oppressive. The owner or owners are 
drawn into court and made parties to suits without their consent, 
or perhaps made to suffer serious damage. The amount of dam- 
age to individuals by the condemnation of land—or the price per 
acre—is not stipulated in the.bill; when it is a fact generally 
acknowledged that whatever is taken from the government 
and awarded to individuals is regarded as “well enough” ;— 
and the community not being represented by a person, cannot 
meet the appeals which are liable to be made to the feelings of 
men who have to make the decision between a neighbor or a 
friend and the government. No one can calculate the amount 
that would be required to pay for the lands, which it may be 
thought proper, by the commanders of posts to condemn. That 
the posts will be located upon lands of fine quality and in choice 
places, I presume will be admitted. Then the present plan, if 
adopted, would have a tendency to involve Texas still deeper in 
debt and cause a continuance of.the imputation of national faith 
disregarded. And if land were to be given in double quantity 
for the amount condemned, it would be a great waste of the 
public resources. The amount of land ‘granted by the bill, if 
the colonists: should be all single men, would be one million, two 
hundred and twenty three thousand sixty hundred and eighty 
acres; and if married men, two millions seven hundred and 
twenty five thousand eight hundred and eighty acres. It is fair 
to suppose that at least one half of the-amount of land proposed 
has been located already with a view to future settlement. Then 
no one can suppose, if it were condemned, that it would cost the 
nation less than one million of dollars!—which would be added 
to our existing embarrassments. And if land were granted in 
quantity as proposed, millions would be required ‘to satisfy the 
demands in favor of present owners. These facts, to my mind, 
are of very serious import; and I am satisfied that no cor- 
responding benefits to the country could possibly result. Years 
would roll by, and Indian wars would rage, not only with the 
colonists, but would extend to our present frontier. 


Stations, placed from forty to an hundred miles from our 
general frontier, could render it no assistance or protection. 
The Indians could at any time pass through the line of posts, 
and without hindrance attack wherever they chose, any part 
of the frontier, murder our people, steal our property and return 
to the prairies without those stationed at the posts having any 
knowledge of their inroads. — 


= 


440 JOURNALS, SIXTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


If peace is not established with the Indians, and a commerce 
carried on, they will continue to harrass [sic] and annoy us. 
This policy has been established and pursued successfully by 
England, since the settlement of America. It has also been 
adopted by the United States, and continued with general suc- 
cess, by the late illustrious father of Texas—Stephen F. Austin. 
Had not this policy been pursued, by the first colonists, our 
country would at this day have possessed a far less population 
than it does—if, indeed, it had not remained a wilderness. 


The amount actually necessary to maintain peace on our bor- 
ders need not exceed a sum of twenty thousand dollars, for the 
first year, and to be diminished each succeeding year. 


So soon as we could form treaties with the Indians of the 
prairies, and establish with them a trade, we need not appre- 
hend any serious difficulties. We could furnish them with a 
market for their horses and mules, which they obtain in vast 
numbers on the Rio Grande, and for which they have no market 
within a shorter distance than Red River. They could obtain 
from us in return, articles to supply their wants; and would soon 
learn to regard us as valuable friends; because from us they 
could receive comforts and supplies not otherwise accessible to 
them. They are rational beings, and would perceive at once 
that a peaceful intercourse maintained with Texians, would be 
of greater advantage to them than all the horses they could de- 
prive us of, by their incursions made upon our frontier, with 
hazard to them as well as injury to our population. The fact 
of their maintenance of peace with Coffee, at his trading house, _ 
established on Red River, remote from all settlements, cannot ` 
jut be regarded as evidence that the Indians are either controlled 
by a sense of treaty obligations, or that interest produces a 
result equally desirable. 

The policy of “extermination” by war has proved so perfect 
a failure, that I presume it will find but few advocates, who 
have perceived the disasters and expense incident to the attempt, 
since the declaration was made. One million of money would 
not meet the debt incurred by it. l 

The loss of life as well as our people now prisoners among 
the Indians, are conclusive to my mind, that no other course than 
that I recommend, even though we had millions of money to ex- 
pend, would prove useful in the attainment of peace and security 
to our frontier inhabitants. By keeping up hostilities, Téxas will 
gain nothing. By peace, we can realize the most desirable ad- 
vantages. If we now obtain prisoners from the Indians, it is 
through the influence and mediation of Col. Coffee. Were we 
to, make peace with them, we would be enabled to obtain the 
prisoners now in their possession—and the maintenance of peace 
on our part would prevent ‘them from any further aggression. 


we could restore some. pwenty prisoners which we hold of the 
amanche and other tribes, and receive in exchan l 
whom they hold in the most eruel | ge our people, 


and unha bondage. If 
however we adhere to the avowed policy of “extermination,” we 
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may at once surrender all hope of their relea 
the embraces of their families and kindred, l 

I feel confident in the success of the policy which I recom- 
mend, and were I not to urge it upon the representatives of the 
nation, I would feel that I was delinquent in the discharge of 
my duty to my country and to humanity. Were I not to use every 
endeavor within my power to ensure the future safety of our 
exposed frontier and obtain the release of our people, who have 
been for years prisoners among the various hostile tribes, I 
should have much to deplore—With these reasons submitted 
to the Honorable Congress, for. their examination and decision, 
I feel compelled to return the bill without my approval. 


[Sam Houston] 


se and restoration to. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,” 
CITY OF. AUSTIN, February 2d., 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: _ 


I herewith transmit to your Honorable Body, a statement from 
the Department of War ‘and Navy,” exhibiting the amount of 
lead now on hand at the Austin Arsenal, from which our almost 
utter destitution of the means of defence, will be apparent. The 
Congress will perceive the necessity of making some adequate 
provision for supplying the wants of the government on this. 
subject. Nothing could be more disheartening than a knowledge 
of this fact, were it known to the community at large and to 
other countries. 

[SAM Houston] 


[House adjourned until tomorrow morning at ten o’clock.]* 
[THURSDAY, February 3, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. i f 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act in relation 
to executions—approved day of [blank] 1842, read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time, rule further suspended, read 
third time and passed. ; N 

A joint resolution for the benefit of mail, contractors read 
first time, rule suspended, read second time and substituted. 


7The communication has not been found. 
Bills, Sixth Congress, Nos. 2542, 2530, 2549, 2560, 2565, 2584. . 


i he amount stipulated 
default of the Gover[n]ment to pay any such Mail-contractor t > | 
in his Ne tele contract at the time stipulated for the payment thereof; upon 
demand being made therefor. 


eoa E TA & House of Representatives of the Republic of Texas 


i 842 are hereby permitted 
in Congress assembled ‘That the mail Contractors for 1 r pe 
‘to relinquish their Contracts, in all cases where they have not pbeen- paid—and 
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A joint resolution for the relief of Abel L. Eaves was read 
first time, rule suspended, read second time, rule further sus- 
pended, read third time and passed. . - 

A pill to be entitled an act amendatory of an act granting land 
to emigrants, approved January 4, 1842, was taken up and 

assed. ; 
j A joint resolution from the Senate authorizing an adjourned 
session of the Supreme Court was taken up and read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time and laid on table. Passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the surveying and 
delineating upon the county map, the granted land in the county 
of Refugio was read third time and passed. 

An act supplementary to act entitled an act to alter and amend 
an act entitled an act altering the several acts to raise a public 
revenue by impost duties &c, from the Senate, was read first 
time, rule suspended, read second time and laid on the table. 

The following messages from the President were received 
and read :|* 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
City oF AUSTIN, February 3d, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF RFPRESENTATIVES : 


I herewith return to your Honorable Body, a bill “to organize 
a part of the county of Nacogdoches for judicial and other pur- 
poses,” without my signature. My reasons for this step are 
- already before the Congress, to which I respectfully refer. 


[SAM HOUSTON] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT," 
CITY OF AUSTIN, February 3d., 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES: 


I find upon investigation in the General Land Office, that 
the bill “for the relief of Jonathan Bird, and others” provides 
for the donation, location and survey of lands to an indefinite 
extent, already granted to Messrs. Peters, Browning and others, 
_by express contract, under a law of last Congress, and now onr 
file in the Department of State. Under its provisions, thou- 
sands of persons might put themselves under the protection of 


- Bird’s fort, and locate nearly or quite the entire terri m- 
prehended in the contract alluded to;—thus aepeing tis can 
tractors of the compensation which they are legally and equitably 


the Secretary of State i 
We eae Ty e is hereby instructed to enter in other contracts for carrying 


“Executive Records, Book No. 
“Executive Records, Book No. Fay ie 
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entitled to for their trouble and expense in procuring from the 
government the right to colonize, and then in supplying settlers 
many of whom, it is understood, have already arrived or are 
on their way to their new homes. 

To compel, also, the contractors to relinquish the lands to 
which they are entitled by the terms of their agreement with the 
government, could not be justified upon any principle of ex- 
pediency or correct dealing. 

In a word, the passage of the bill would be a plain and palpable 
violation of a contract between the government and Messrs. 
Peters, Browning and others, which the government is bound 
in good faith to observe. Moreover, the government is and 
will be totally unable to comply with the requirements of the 
second section of the bill directing the Secretary of War to 
furnish a sufficiency of powder and lead for the supply of Bird’s 
fort. 

For these reasons, I return the bill to your Honorable Body 
without my signature. 


[Sam Houston] 
[House adjourned until tomorrow morning at ten o’clock.]° 


a 


[FRIDAY, February 4, 1842 


House met, rolFëalled, quorum present, journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. 

An act for the relief of William Elliott and Isaac Reed was 
engrossed. 

A bill supplementary to an act compensating officers of the 
civil list was read third time and passed. 

A bill the better to define the boundary line between the coun- 
ties of Lamar and Paschal and for other purposes was read 
second time, rule suspended, read third time and passed.” _ 

A bill supplementary to an act to provide for the erection of 
a penitentiary, &c., &c. was read first time, rule suspended, read 
second time, rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution authorizing Charles DeMorse, late Stock 
Commissioner, to perform certain things therein named was 


SBills, Sixth Congress, Nos. 2564, 2562, 2569, 2565, 2568, 2551, 2566. 
he fourth section’ of the bill begins: . i 
ee it further enacted that more commissioners (viz) ... are hereby appointed 
ete, ` 

This is amended as follows: : i 

(Fill the blank with) “John Enberson Samuel Fulton,. Wesley, Askins, Richard 
G Miller Joseph Leach, Claboun Chisum, Benjamin Bridge, Matthias , 
John D Thomas. adopted Fowler 

e first section reads: Q 3 ies of 

Whereas, the laws constituting the boundary line between the oe pork’ 
Lamar and Paschal, one vague and ambiguous, calling for “the ru ming nearly 
there being two branches of the same stream of nearly equal ens Tame of “the 
parallel, each of which is entitled to, and indiscremenatly receives territory, within 
Sulpher Fork”: and whereas a reasonable doubt exists that ine. or o said stream 
the limits of Lamar County lying north of the northern branch o i 
vi not contain nine hundred square miles; therefore . 

mended thus: : imer 

untill other wise amfen]ded by Congress add to Ist Section. aoe a gaie the 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2430. Endorsed: An Act The fe r other purposes. 
boundary line between the counties of Lamar_& Paschal fon tme & passed 
Read lst time Jany 6th Read 2 time Feby 4 Rule suspd Rea 
Engd. T H Hord È C HR i 
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read first time, rule suspended, read second time, rule further 
suspended, read third time and passed. — l 

The following messages were received from the President and 
read: |* ~ 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
City oF AUSTIN, February 4th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


Entertaining the opinion that the laws organizing the counties 
(so called) of LaBaca, Guadalupe, DeWitt and Paschal, are 
unconstitutional; I can not do other wise than place my nega- 
tive upon all measures intended to consummate the object of 
_ their enactment. I therefore return to your Honorable Body, 
without my signature, the bill “supplementary to an act entitled 
an act to lay out and organize the County of La Baca; and an 
act entitled an act to lay out and organize the county of Guada- 
lupe, and an act to lay out and organize the county of DeWitt; 
and, also, the bill “to provide for the permanent location of the 
seat of justice of Paschal county.” 

l [SAM HOUSTON] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,” 
CITY oF AUSTIN, February 4th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


In compliance with the resolution of your Honorable Body, 
requesting information relative to the commission of Major 
General of Militia, I have caused investigation to be made in the 
proper Department; and have to state that it is not known, 
“except from rumor, that the post of Major General of Militia 
has been vacated by General Felix Huston.” 


[SAM Houston] 


[A supplement to a joint resolution for the relief of H. Klop- 
penburg was read first time, rule suspended, read second time 
and laid on the table. 

A Senate bill, fixing the temporary seat of justice in Milam 
County was read first time, rule suspended, read second time, 
rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to act for the relief 
of the Commissary General, Paymaster General, and Adjutant 
General of the Militia was read first time, rule suspended, read 
second time, rule further -suspended, read third time and passed. - 


House adjourned until ten o’clock tomorrow morning. |“ 


“Pxecutive Records, Book No. 40, p. 41. 
SExecutive Records, Book No. 40 : 


? d » D. 4i. 4 
-~ Bills, xth Congress, Nos. 25 
2572, 2577, Er o 55, 2530, 2430, 2571, 2570, 2573, 2574, 2575, 
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[SATURDAY, February 5, 1842 


House met, roll called, quorum present, journal of yesterday 
read and adopted. 

_Bill for the relief of Ex-President M. B. Lamar was read 
first time, all rules suspended and passed.” 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to establish the custom house 
for the collectoral district of Red River was read first time, 
rules suspended, read second time and laid on the table. 

Senate joint resolution for the relief of George W. Terrell 
was read first time, all rules suspended and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of H. Kloppenburg was read 
‘first time, rule suspended, read second time, rule further sus- 
pended, read third time and passed. 

The joint committee to burn the liabilities of the government 
reported as follows: ]* 

CITY oF AUSTIN February 8rd 1842 


\ 


We the undersigned members of the Sixth Congress under a 
Resolution approved 29th January 1842 “Prescribing the Manner 
in which the liabilities of the Government shall be destroyed”, 
(as a Committee do certify) that we have on this day received 
from the hands of E Lawrence Stickney Acting Sec of the 
Treas’y the following packages of blank Promissory Notes and 
Bonds for the purpose of consuming the Same by fire viz 


1 One Sealed package of Promissory Notes bearing 10% inter- 
est Said to contain as per endorsement two thousand three 
hundred and ninety Seven Sheets of the denomination of 
1s 8s 5s and 5s 

2 Two large Sealed packages of Promissory Notes without any 
endorsement and enveloped in Oil cloth 

550 Five hundred and fifty Sheets Promissory Notes of the 
denominatién of 100s 100s 100s and 500s Sealed by Collier 
and Abell and enveloped in Oil cloth 

1 One Sealed package containing blanks of five Million loan 

1 One Sealed package endorsed $54.500 fifty four thousand five 
hundred dollars Promissory Notes 500s 100s'50s 20s 10s 5s ` 
Numbered dated and Presidents Name Signed 

(725 five hundred dollar bonds with ten cancelled Sealed by 
Collier and Abell) 

1 One package endorsed “113 Bonds of 8% Loan $5000 each 

1 One package endorsed “Blank Bonds left of those printed 
for Million Loan” 


“The joint resolution reads: 

Be it resolved by the senate & House of Representatives of the Republic of Texas 
in Congress assembled, That the Treasurer is hereby authorized & required to 
pay to M B Lamar ex President the amount of back salary now due & owing to 
him & a sufficient amt is hereby appropriated for that purpose and this Joint 
resolution shall take effect from & after its passage 

The following amendment was ‘adopted: . 

also one half of the Salary which is now đufe] Edward T Branch Wood adopted 

Bills, Sixth Congress, No. 2581. Endorsed: 3 Bill for the releif of M B Lamar 
Feb 5th Read — All Rules suspended & passed 

Reports, Sixth Congress, No. 2582. Endorsed: The Report of the Joint 
Committee appointed to burn the liabilities of the Government Feby 5. 1842. 
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200 Sheets blank Promissory Notes Not Sealed ; 

One package endorsed $28 in Small Notes that were found in the 
Seerctary’s drawer upon Dr Starr’s taking charge of the De- 
partment. 

The foregoing packages were Sealed by Wm H Abell and 
HE E Colier and to our belief have never been opened by the 
Said Acting Secretary of the Treasury until the delivery of the 
Same to this Committee i 

WYLY MARTIN Chairman of Senate 
JESSE GRIMES Chairman 
Committee House of Representatives 


fThe following message was received from the President and 
read :}° 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
z CITY OF AUSTIN, February 5th, 1842. 


To the Honorable, the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


A bill “to provide for the funding and redemption of the public 
debt of the Republic of Texas,” has been presented for the ap- 
proval of the Executive, and has claimed the attention of every 
leisure moment. The subject is one of grave import to Texas 
im many points of consideration—to our internal relations as‘ 
well as our character abroad. 

The postponement of our liabilities has been a measure of 

` stern necessity, and not of choice. The creditors of the govern- 

ment are aware of our condition, and that it was not choice 

that induced the adoption of so deplorable an alternative. This 

~ Will conclude them from all complaint as to the course avowed. 
The question arising is, as to the disposition of those liabilities, 
until suck time as the resources and condition of the country 
will justify the nation in their redemption. 

It does seem to me that the action of the present Congress 
(placed as it was in the midst of a` great financigl convulsion,) 
would have been excused for not acting upon the subject; and 

__ particularily so when I am impressed with the fact that neither 
the ereditors nor the government of Texas will derive any im- 
portant advantage from the adoption of the course proposed by 
Congress. 

‘The funded debt has heretofore been consolidated by different 
solemn enactments, with conditions which were perfectly under- 
stood and mutually agreed upon by the government and the 
public creditors. ` This bill proposes a variation, without the 
consent of the creditors, nor are they allowed to become parties 
to the conditions. 

The former laws established certain rates of interest, for 
the allowance of which, and the payment of the principal, after 
a certain number of years or at the pleasure of Congress there- 
after, the public faith was solemnly pledged. The transaction 
was in the nature of a contract between the government and its 
creditors. Then, to say nothing of the constitutional provision 


Executive Records, Book No. 40, pp. 44-45. 
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which declares that no retrospective or expost facto law, or law 
impairing the obligation of contracts, shall be passed, it would, 
to my mind, be an act of manifest injustice to the creditors 
of the government and constitute a breach of national faith and 
honor ; inasmuch as no plea, drawn from the necessity of the case, 
could be made an excuse for the procedure. 

That Texas is unable, at this time, to redeem one dollar, is a 
fact: which she is compelled to acknowledge, and one which 
she has declared to the world by the law passed at the present 
session, refusing to receive it in payment of impost dues and 
direct taxes hereafter to be assessed. But for this she must 
stand justified to her citizens and the world by the circumstances 
which have caused the act. Our public lands have not been 
brought into market, and our agents have been wholly unsuc- 
cessful in obtaining the loan. 

To reconsolidate the funded debt, by a legislative mandate, 
and to vary entirely the term under which it was created, to 
my mind have not full grounds of justification for the support 
of the measure. The holders of it can only be told that Texas 
is unable, at present, and will be probably for some time to 
come, to pay either the principal or the interest. 

But our prospective resources are boundless, and when time 
shall have developed them, Texas will be enabled to make such 
arrangements with her creditors as will be satisfactory. In 
the mean time the Honorable Congress will have more time to 
calmly deliberate upon the best expedients to be adopted for the 
country as well as its creditors. 

It would be impossible for those who might prefer the alterna- 
tive of receiving land in payment of their demands, to receive 
any benefit from the course, unless the country set apart should 
be surveyed and sectionized, as well as marked upon a map. 
It would be impossible, also, to ascertain from a map, whereon 
imaginary lines merely are drawn, and without surveys actually 
made, where any tract of land could be found, within the general 
limits of the reservation. 

With great deference to the opinions of the Honorable Con- 
gress, I am compelled to believe that immediate action, by law, 
is not necessary at the present moment; and that the bill would 
operate unjustly, and would set at nought the words and spirit 
of the constitution. Under these impressions, I cannot give the 


bill my approval. 
ee [SAM HOUSTON] 


[A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in 
contested elections was read first time, rule suspended, read 
second time and laid on the table. 


Mr. Usher offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the thanks of this House are due,‘and they are 
hereby tendered to the Hon. Kenneth L. Anderson for the dis- 
tinguished courtesy, impartiality, and decision, with which he 


a 
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has presifed over its deliberations, during the session now drawn 
ta s close. 

lic. Raymond in a few well chosen words endorsed the resolu- 
tion. of Mr. Usher. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Tke Speaker then delivered the following address on taking 
Tseve of the House:]™ 


CENILEMEN OF THE House] or REPRESENTATIVES: 


Were I te permit the present occasion to pass, without tender- 
ing you my grateful thanks for the kind forbearance extended 
owerds me, as the presiding officer of this House, during a 
protracted and interesting session, I should be deficient in 
politeness to you, and do violence to my own feelings. 


Gentlemen, the very complimentary resolution introduced by 
thet single hearted gentleman and indefatigable member from 
the county of Jackson, and by the talented young gentleman and 
éeservedly popular Representative of the county of Robertson, 
unanimously adopted by the House of Representatives, are flat- 
tering in the extreme, they do me more than justice. Gentlemen, 
in return I can only tender you the thanks of an unpretending 

Gentlemen, I have wished in common with other gentlemen, 
ts mingle im the various discussions had on this floor, and 
possibly my course in the estimation of some, may have appeared 


_Strange.. But, Gentlemen, I had supposed that I should as ef- 


fectually serve my country by silent votes, as I could had I 
wasted the public time and treasure by frequent speaking on 
such subjects as were submitted to the consideration of the 
House of Representatives; and, gentlemen, differing, as I do, 
on this subject, from some and probably all the distinguished 
gentlemen who have heretofore had the honor of presiding over 
the deliberations of the. House of Representatives, I conceive 
it but justice to myself to remark that when I entered on the 
delicate and responsible duties of the chair assigned me by your 
partiality, I was impressed, yes, gentlemen, sensibly impressed, 
with the absolute necessity of perfect impartiality in any and all 
the decissions [sic] I should be required to make. Hence the 
great propriety of avoiding the bias, consequent on mingling in 
the discussions of exciting subjects so often submitted to the 
consideration of the popular branch of our legislature. 


Gentlemen, the duties assigned me have been arduous, and 
would often have been embarrassing, but for the kind forbear- 


ance and magnanimity of the House, which places me under very 
great obligations to its members. 


Gentlemen, the session just drawing to a close, has been 
one of peculiar interest to the country, and one of no ordinary 
interest to you,—your labors, gentlemen, have been incessant, 


6vfhe address is printed in The Weekly Texian, February 16, 1842. 
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as I verily believe in every instance intended for the advance- 
ment of our common country—questions of the gravest import 
and of the first moment to a free people have been discussed: 
such, gentlemen, as have not fallen to the lot of any former 
Congress, and I am proud to know those discussions have been 
characterized by a spirit of liberality worthy the 6th Congress. 
And, gentlemen, this is not all, the immense responsibility of 
those delicate questions have been met and incurred by the 
House of Representatives in-a manner perfectly compatable [sic] 
with the dignity and honor of the Representatives of a free 
and intelligent people. 

Gentlemen, whether our labors will result in advantage to 
our country or not is in futurity—time only can determine— 
true it is, they have been performed with the purest intentions, 
regardless alike of sectional interest or personal agrandizement 
[sic]. And, gentlemen, should our motives be impugned by de- 
‘signing and unworthy demagogues, I am happy to know that we 
can look to the freemen of this country, whose honored Repre- 
sentatives we are, for an impartial verdict, and that on a full 
survey of all our public acts, though far from being perfect, 
we will stand acquitted. 


Gentlemen; our’s is the happiest and capable of being the 
cheapest Government in the world; it is no longer a question 
whether we are able to defend our fair land against the in- 
vasion of the savage and inhumane Indian—the weak and im- 
politic Mexican, or the united efforts of both,—but, gentlemen 
the true question to be answered by every lover of his country 
is, can we maintain our Government against ourselves, this gen- 
tlemen is the great and all absorbing question. 

Gentlemen, as I shall not again have the opportunity allowed 
me at this time to tender the officers of the House my thanks 
for the prompt and efficient manner they have discharged their 
various duties, and especially the gentlemen who have acted as 
Clerks; they are young gentlemen of extensive business qualifica- 
tions, great application’ and intrinsic worth—and gentlemen 
it gives me great pleasure to have the opportunity of recommend- 
ing these young men as every way worthy of the patronage and 
consideration of my country. _ 

I am very sure, gentlemen, you will indulge me in tendering 
the respectful acknowledgements of the House to the ladies of the 
City of Austin, for their frequent appearance in this Hall. Gen- 
tlemen, next to and equal with the avowed approval by our con- 
stituents of our public acts, is the countenance, the approbation 
and the smiles of that inimitable part of God’s creation. Gentle- 
men, I read it in every face, that they have the thanks and most 
respectful regard of the House of Representatives. 

Gentlemen, we are now about to return to our homes and to 
the bosoms of our constituent[s].—Satisfied as I am that we 
have dared-to go where duty called, feel assured we will always 
occupy the! proud and enviable eminance [sic] of conscious in- 
tegrity. And gentlemen let fortune smile or frown on me, my 
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wish, yes gentlemen, my sincere wish shall always be for the 
ultimate triumph of our beloved country, and that your path may 
be green by land and smooth by sea. 


[The House adjourned sine die on February 5, 1842.]" 


S1Bills, Sixth Congress, Nos.’ 2581, 2579, 2576, 2575, 2580. 

The House of Representatives was composed of eighteen farmers, eighteen 
lawyers, and four merchants. The oldest Representative was 54; the youngest 25. 
Three, K. L. Anderson, Jesse Grimes, Tod Robinson, were natives of North 
Carolina; ten of Georgia: J. W. Bower, Thos. M. Dennis, J. A. Head, W. M. 
Hewitt, William E. J ones, G. A. Parker, Isaac Parker, Geo. A. Pattillo, R. M. 
Williamson, G. T. Wood; four, John Brown (red), John B. Jones, R. A. Pennall, 
Thos. F. Smith, of South Carolina; three, John Caldwell, Louis P. Cooke, A. J. 
Fowler, of Kentucky; four, Jon W. Dancy, R. M. Forbes, William L. Hunter, 
John D. Morris, of Virginia; one, Williamson Daniels, of Pennsylvania; eight of 
Tennessee: N. H. Darnell, W. H. Landrum, A. H. Latimer, Jas. S. Mayfield, 
Wm. N. Porter, M. F. Roberts, Isaac Van Zandt, A. Wynns; one, Simeon L. Jones, 
of Wales; one, J. H. Kuykendall, of Arkansas; one, Thos. McConnell, of Ohio; 
one Frederick Neibling, of Austria; one, C. H. Raymond, of New York; one, 
Patrick Usher, of Ireland; and one, C. Van Ness, of Vermont. The Weekly 
Texian, February 16, 1842. 
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Abell, William H., 446, 
Abolishing certain offices, 59-62, 63, 
65-9, 70, 72, 89, 92-6, 98-9, 112- 13, 


136, 167, 416-17. 
Absentees, 210; newspaper account 
3889n. 


Adams, Captain Solomon, 138n. 

-Adams, Warren, 142n. 

middie) Thomas H. 0’ S., 26, 45, 78, 

Admiralty courts, 388, 390. 

Ailes, John F., relief of heirs, 395-6. 

“Albion”, 163. 

Aldridge, William B., 162n. 

Alexander, Robert, 274n. 

Alimony, 28, 31, 272. 

Allen, Captain John, 2507. 

Allen, William Henry, 229n. 

Anaya, General, 272. 

Anderson, Kenneth L., elected 
Speaker, 3; address, 3-5; petition, 
168, 198, 280; speech on forced 
sale of slaves, 232; pay as member 
of House, 421n; resolution of 
rr 447-8; valedictory address, 


Anderson, N. B., 302. 

- Anderson, Thomas P., 87. 

Andrews, S. P., 418, 424. 

Appleman, John, 218, 302, 392, 410. 

Appropriation bill, 351, 407, 421, 424. 

Appropriations and expenditures. of 
the government since its organiza- 
' tion, 17, 39-42. . 

Aransas custom house, 3 

Archer, -Branch T. IRR TIN., 228n. 

Archives, removal ‘of, 396. 

oe for taxes, 10, 13-4, 242, 249, 
81... 

Arsenal, 246, 441. 

Askins, Wesley, 448m. 

Attachments, issuing of, 80, 88. 

Attorney General’s department, 416. 

a ee regulating practice of, 72, 


Auditor’s office, examination of, 39, 


51; audit of claims 163, 329, 367... 


407, 418, 424; audited drafts as 
promissory notes, 409, 423; system 
of auditing, 416-7, 430 

Austin, Lieutenant, 335. 

Austin, Stephen F., 2287. 

Austin City, lots and outlots, 20n., 
43n., 65, 73n., 82, 88, 241, 253, 
391, 392, 400n., 403, 405; mail 
route, 430, 431-2; repeal of charter, 
319, 392, 403; postoffice, 362, 369. 

Austin county; petition of citizens, 
274; boundary line, 404, 

Authenticating legal instruments 
from foreign countries, 398, 405. 


Bacon, Sumner, 223. 

Baker, Moseley, 1n. 

Banking privileges, McKinney, Wil- 
liams and Company, 76, 88, 405. 

Bankrupt law, 22, 25, 33, 81, 87. 

Bankruptcy, system: of, 33, 169, 268. 

Bar, petition sundry members, 117. 

Barclay’s omamy. 405n. 

Baylor, Judge R. E. B., 186-7, 224, 
851, 408. 

Bayne, Lieutenant Griffin, 273n. 

Beadie county, 367. 

Beales’ Colony, 26n. 

BET Josiah G., 63-4, 89, 164, 184, 


Beaty, M. H., 30, 37, 45, .64, 82, 89. 
Beatty, Mr., 339, 

Becknell, Captain William, 26387. 
Bedford, see White and Bedford. 
Bee, Barnard E., 122. 

Bee, Hamilton P., 356. 

Belew’s Ferry, 1940. 

Bell, Lieutenant George H., 333, 335. 


‘Bennett, Armistead, 187, 138, 167, 


184, 349. 
Bennett, Elijah, 78, 118, 219, 271, 


Berry, John W., 1583n. 

Bexar county, 165n., 168. 

Billingsley, Jesse, 302, 408. 

Bious, Pleasant, 11, 20, 22, 29, 37. 

Bird, Jonathan, 356, 418-9, 442-3. 

Bird’s Fort, 356, 418-9, 480, 431-2, 
442-3. 

Black, John S., 8, 80-1, 36, 45, 428, 


431. 

Bland, Abe, 253”. . 

Blanton, John, 253n. 

Blish, Samuel K., 20, 81, 87. 

Boggy and Trinity Rangers, see Cap- 
tain Thomas N. B. Greer. 

Border Guards, 357. 

Boston, Texas, 246. 

Boundaries of the Republic, 11, 13; 
report, 363-6, 421; veto, 434-6. 
Bowie county, petition of citizens, 
166; proposed change of name, 246. 
Bowles, Augustine, 64 

Box, I. E. 247n. 

Box, Samuel C., 2583n. 

Boyce, Aaron F., 33. 

Branham, Jonas M., 154, 168. 

Brannum, William Thomas, 338, 335 
337-41. 

Brazos canal company, 77, 79, 87, 
113, 188, 271 

Brazos county, 396. 

Breedlove, —-. 238. 

Breese, Captain Thomas, 1647. 

Bridge, Benjamin, 4437. 

Bridges, Captain Thomas, 228. 
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Brigham, A., 73n., 2097n., 299. 
Bringham, Jonas M., see Branham. 
Brinlee, Amy and Elizabeth A., 184n. 
Brown, John (red), report on finance, 
242-6; on Land Office 279-80. 

Brown, John S., 224, 229. 

Brown, Rebecca, 421. 

Brown, Captain William, 161n. 

Browning, Daniel, 371, 395. 

Browning’s Colony, see Peters -and 
Browning. 

Brugger, Andreas, 357. 

Brutus, 428. , 

Bryan, William, petitions and bills, 
24, 35, 79, 228, 270, 359, 398, 404, 
405, 406, 409; veto, 425-7. ` 

Buckeye, schooner, 1883n. 

Buffalo Bayou, 194, 231, 410. 

Bullock, Richard, 98. 

Burleson, A., 406. 

Burleson, General Edward, 33, 76, 
137, 158m., 162n., 209n. 

Burleson county, 224n. 

Burnam, Jesse, 187m. 

Burnam, John H., 187r. 

Burnet, David G., proposed impeach- 
ment, 99, 105, 108; 175; reply to 
select committee on Santa Fé Ex- 
pedition, 176-82. 

Burnet county, 17, 26, 37, 54. 

Buster, Claudius, 25n. 

Butts, Benjamin H. H., 183. 


Calder, Robert J., 205, 208. 


Caldwell, John, on execution bill, 221, 
223; speech on funding and redemp- 
tion of the public debt, 304-05; 
pay, 421n. i 

Caldwell, Pinckney, .78n., 79. 

Calhoun, John C., Tn. 

Calhoun, port of, 30, 1839n. 


gir si proposed occupation of, 


Camanche Indians, see Indians, 127n. 
Campbell, C. C., 253n. 

Campbell, Eli Hoyett, 24, 84. 
Campbell, Isaac, 278. 

Campbell, Malethel, 2537. 

Canal companies, Brazos, 77, 79, 87, 
° 113, 188, 271; Colorado, 312, 481. 
Canfield, Alanson, 274n. 

Cannon, R. W., 327, 404n. 

Cantu, Francisco Maria, 211n. 
Cantú, José Maria, 211, 269. 
Capitol, repairs of, 15, 26, 38, 63-4. 
Carlisle, Lieutenant, 194n, — 
Carosco, Captain, 211n. 

Carson, Isaac, 210n. 

Carson, John, 8n. ; 

Catlin, J. Harris, 142, 194, 228, 230. 
Cattle, tax exempt, 72, 88. 

Cayuga, steamboat, 395n. 

Cecil, Joseph, 78, 79, 89, 118. 
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Census, 10, 18, 90, 167, 190, 192, 194. 

Certificates, headright, 18, 17, 23; 
conditional, 19, 34, 85, 42, 45, 81; 
fraudulent, 21, 22, 33, 50, 72, 302; 
rejected 168, 302; to holders of 
legal claims, 424. 

Chalmers, John G., proposed impeach- 
ment, 99, 108, 176. 


Change notes, 406. 


Chaplain, 5n. 

Chenoweth, John, 647. 

Cherokee bill, repeal of, 21, 22. 
Cherokee lands, sale of, 426. 
Chessher, Captain James, 1947. 

Chief Justices, election of, 10, 33, 63, 


71. 

Chisholm, Richard, 2538n., 273. 

Chisum, Claboun, 4437. 

Civil list, compensation of officers of 
430, 436, 443. 

Civil prosecutions and equity prac- 
tice, 302. 

Civil suits, regulate proceedings, 14, 
18, 28, 29, 87; to pay costs in cer- 
tain cases, 71, 88, 166. 

Claims, liquidation of, 35, 163, 169, 
329, 352, 367, 407, 418, 424. 

Clay, Henry, Tn. x 

Cleaveland, Mr., 1177. 

Clendenin, Captain A., 1537. 

Clerks of departments and bureaus, 
357, 378, 423, 431, 437. 

Clerk of Supreme Court, see also 

Supreme Court, 119, 162, 165, 236. 

Click, Matthias, 4437. 

Clifton, G. B., 329n. 

Clifton, H. H., 253n., 329. 

Cochran, James, 11m. 

Cochran, N. H., 349. 

Code of Texas, 22n., 186-7, 270, 319. 

Coffee, Holland, 404. 

Cole, James, 73, 241. 

Coleman, R. M., 302n. 

Collectoral District of Red River, 192, 
211, 269, 445. 

Colleges, Marshall University, 59, 72, 
79, 81; Trinity College, 77, 79, 162, 
163, 183, 408, 418; Washington Col- 
lege, 154, 

Collier, H. H., 446. 

Collum, Martha, 184n. 

Colorado canal company, 312, 431. 

Colorado county, 77, 168. 

Colorado mining company, 51, 72, 76, 
90, 119, 168, 187, 208, 319. 

Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, 331, 349, 370, 409. 

Commissioner of Revenue, 299. 

Committees, see standing committees. 

Common law system, 117, 407. 

Companies for county roads. bridges 
and improvements, ete., 187n. 

Congress, schooner in service, 223m. 


INDEX 


Congress, adjournment, 17, 19, 99, 154. 
188, 218, 225, 392, 395, 403, "450; 
regulating meeting of, 162, 163, 
353, 372. 

Conlee, Preston, 302n. 

Conley, S. B., 71. 

Contested elections, see elections. 

Contingent expensés, of the House, 
15, 76, 118. ' 

Contingent fund for executive office, 
1840 and 1841, 226, 252-3. 

Cooke, J. H., 357n. 

Cooke, Louis P., on navy, 54-9, 113, 
114, 123-5; petition and bill, 225, 
302, 404; correspondence with Hin- 
ton, 251, 382-48; on constitution, 
234-5; retrenchment, 92; supreme 
court; 321; war with Mexico, 239; 
frontier protection, 194, 218, 312, 
319, 358-9. 

Cooke, Dr. Wilds K., 74n. 

Cooke, William G., 1877., 179. 

Corpus Christi, 6n., 121. 

Cotton manufactory, 4067. 

Counterfeit notes, 154n. 

Counties, judicial, see judicial coun- 
~ties. 

County courts, associate justices, 221, 

2 


County funds, 14, 29. 

County officers, fees for, 13; election 
of and defining their duties, 14, 18, 
28, 29; limit term of offices, 14. 

County surveyors, Harrison and 
Panola counties, 195, 241; place of 
residence, 28, 25, 34, 42, 45, 70-71. 

Courts of admiralty, see padmiralty. 

Courts martial, 72, 88, 

Cox, Jesse, sons, 192. 

Craig, John (Samuel), 269, 301. 

Crane, Captain John, 210n. 

Creager, Rebecca, 184m. 

Creaner, Captain C. M., 23. 

Crimes and misdemeanors, 113, 274. 

Crime wave, 328n. 

Crittenden, —, 7n. 

Crittenden, William, 224n. 

Cronican, Michael, 322. 

Currency, report of finance commit- 
tee, 169-74. 

Custom houses, 30, 1397., 203. 


Dancy, Jon W., on navy, 1381-5; on 
religious societies, 233; report on 
weights and measures, 313-8; on 
boundaries of the Republic, 363- 6; 
on veto of bill for relief of Greer’s 
company, 402; his pay as member 
of the House, *421n. 

Daniel, Edward, 78, 118, 168. 

Daniels, Captain Joseph, 138. 


Darnell, N. H. report on retrench- 
ent 59-62; on. recall of navy, 110, 
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112, 113, 116, 147-53; on execution 

bill, 221. 

Darwin, James, 11n. 

Darwin, John, 11, 19. 

Davis, John, 207, 351, 480. 

Davison, A. C. testimony on Hans- 
ford, .218. 

Dawson, Captain Nicholas, company 
of, 127n. 

Dawson, Frederick, 398. 

Debates, abolishing certain offices, 
92-6, 98-9; impeachment of Lamar, 
Burnet and Chalmers, 109-10, 
175-6; of Hansford, 189- 91; on re- 
call of navy, 110-11, 113-7, 119-25, 
126-7, 128-85, 148- 53, 155- 60; on 
penitentiary bill, 185- 6, 204-5; on 
Supreme Court, 198-9, 320-22: 
forced sale of ’ slaves, 197-202, 
231-8; free negroes, 219-20; execu- 
tion bill, 221-8, 393-4; religious so- 
cieties, 233-6; exchequer bills, 
275-8; funding and redemption of 
the public debt, 302-12; on veto 
message on bill for the relief of 
Captain Thomas N. B. Greer, 400-3. 

Debt of the Republic, see finances 
and public debt. 

Debts on land, 422, 430. 

Deeds, recording of, 70, 88, 166, 

Defaulters, public, 166, "947, 254, 349, 


De Graffenreid, M. F., 189, 281, 349. 

DeMorse, Charles, petition, 51, 63, 
118, 231, 369; reporter, 118; per- 
form certain duties, 443-4, 

Departments, investigation of, 38-9. 

DeWitt county, organization of, 422, 
430, 433, 444. 

Digest of Texas Laws, 97. 

Dimitt, Philip, capture of, 67. 


: Disabled in the service, provision for, 


319. 

District courts, time of holding, 10, 
13, 77, 184, 240, 246, 397, 428, 
429; as court of: admiralty, 388, 
890; to render judgments against 
plaintiff, 63, 64. 

Distri¢t judges, election of, 194, 203, 
206, 207, 240, 269, 406, 408; salary, 
65-9, 94-6; 410-12, 413-15; ex- 
change, 420. 

Divoree and alimony, 11n., 28, 31, 272. 

Doak, David, 20n. 

Doswell & Adams, 209n. 

Double tax law, 194, 319. 

Douglas, Augustus, 302. 

Douglass, K. H., 350. 

Ducher, Alfred, "207. 

Dunn’s Post Office, 225, 392. 

Duplicate warrants, 430. 

Durst, James H., 212%. 

Duty, M., 210n. 

Dyer, General, 329n. 
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Eaves, Abel, 442. 

Eberly House, 137n. 

Edmunds, P., on funding and redemp- 
tion of public debt, 282-98. 

Education, general system, 4n. 

Eggleston, Horace, 273. 

Eldridge, A., 186. 

Elections, contested, in., 3n., 6”., 12, 
14, 16, 430, 447; regulating, 65, 
88, 871, 430; in Ward County, 
45, 81. 

Eleemosynary, charitable and benev- 
olent institutions, incorporattion of, 

- 187m. 

Elliott, William, 433, 443. 

Enberson, John, 4483n. 

Enclosures, 72, 88, 97, 404. 

English, Henry, 18n. 

Equity practice, 160, 302. 

Erath, Captain George B., 30, 357. 

Erwin, Alexander, 73. 

Escheated lands, 18. 

Estates, intestate,. 77, 81, 167, 204. 

Estray law, 89, 163, 166. 

Eve, Joseph, charge 
United States, 7n., 136. 

Execution bills, 9, 10, 69, 119, 185, 
206, 221-23, 226, 269, 362, 390, 392, 
393-4, 405, 408, 409, 441. 

Exchequer bills, 242, 255-68, 275-8, 
AA 366-7, 372, 390, 391, 406, 422, 


d’affaires, 


False reports, punishment for, 15. 

Fannin county, 331, 430, 481-2. 

Fanthorp, post office, 225, 392. 

Farris, Daniel, 22, 50, 80, 

Faulkner, Duke, 239. 

Fayette county, 72, 168. 

Fees of office, 13, 25, 36, 80, 119, 
198, 219, 228, 312, 357, 358. 

Felder, Dr. Edmund J., 8, 19%, 272. 

Ferguson vs. Republic, 218. 215; 326. 

Ferguson, Alanson, election ` ` con- 
tested, 3n., 6n., 12, 14, 16. 

Fields, Joseph W., 324. 


Finances of the Republic, 9, 59-62, 
118, 139; report committee on fi- 
nance on raising revenue, 169-74; 
report committee on finance on. cur- 
rency, 255-68; report select com- 
mittee on presidents message, 
241-6; exchequer bills, 255-68, 391, 
425-27, 428; short review of fi- 
nances of Republic, 282-98; on 
funding bill, 421, 422, 446-7. 

Fire and water companies, 187n. 

Fire hunting, 154. i 

Fisher, Captain, 24n. 

Fisk, Greenleaf, 209n. 

Five million loan, 82, 162, 319. 

Fleury, A. B., 161, 168, 322. 

Forbes, R. M., 73; on bill for relief 
of Captain Thomas N. B. Greer, 
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162, 403; on claims of president, 
271; on public debt, 302-05, 310. 

Forcible entries and detainers, 14, 17, 
33, 51-4. 

Fore, William H., 394. 

Foreign debt, 199-202. 

Foreign ministers, 274. 

Fort Bend county, election of chief 
justice, 50, 51. 

Fort Houston, 54n., 1537., 241n., 247n. 

Fort Milam, 78. 

Fowler, A. J., report on retrench- 
ment, 59-62; speech on recall of 
navy, 156-60; on penitentiary, 186; 
on execution bill, 223. 

Francis, Miller, 274. 

Franco-Texienne bill, 90. 

Fraser, Simon, 3577. 

Free negroes, see negroes. 

French Government, see also Saligny, 
correspondence with, 125, 136, 139. 

Frontier protection, expenditures, 19, 
328; encouragement of, 26, 27, 63; 

. north-eastern, 165; northern and 
western, 194, 218, 312, 319, 358-9, 
437-41; western, 319, 404. 

Fulton, Samuel, 443n. 

Funding bill, see public debt. 

Furniture, préesident’s house, 207; of 
the Zavala, 254, 272, 278-9, 358. 


Galveston, custom house, 30; appoint- 
ment of pilots, 62, 71, 76, 143; 
contract with Menard, 17; lots on 
209n., 322n., 

Galveston county, 154n. 

Gamblen, —, 325. 

Garner, N. B., 274, 405. 

General Land Office, employment 
of clerks, 18, 17, 28-9, 32, 36, 362; 
report of commissioner, 15; issue 
patents in certain cases, 35, 43, 
. 68, 77, 90, 207, 247; report con- 
cerning, 279-80; investigation, 30; 
report Travelling Board of Land 
Commissioners, 319; salary of com- 
missioner, 187, 279; duties of com- 
missioner, 331, 349, 370, 409. 

General Post Office, 319, 330, 392; 
employment of clerks, 360-1. 

Generic acts, 233-6. 

Gillespie, Barry, 328n. 

ae re ra 
old and silver, medium of payment 
174, 255.” ora se 

Golden, Philip, 248, 420. 

Goliad county, boundaries of, 17, 19, 
27, 29, 38. 

Gonzales county, disturbance by In- 
dians, 71; petition of sundry cit- 
izens, 77, 165, 168. 

Government dues and return of field 
notes, 9, 10, 15, 18, 19-20, 43, 44. 

Gragg, Mr., son prisoner of Indians, 


Ve 
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Granada, 246. 

Grand Lodge of the Republice of 
Texas, 154, 166, 301. 

Gravis, John A. F., 64n. 

Gray, Jesse, 153, 168. 

Grayson, Benjamin S., 269, 357, 410. 

Green, Robert G., 8n. 

Green. General Thomas J., 48n. 

Greensboro, court at, 215. 

Greer, Captain Thomas N. B., and 
his company of Boggy and Trinity 
Rangers, 28, 32, 117, 127, 142, 248, 
371, 400-3, 406. 

Gregg, William, 253n. 

Griffin, Lieutenant, 2738. 

Grigsby, Crawford, 253n.° 

Grigsby, John, 253n. 

Grigsby, Louisa, 2538n. 

Grimes, Jesse, 3; report on recalling 
loan commissioner, 82-7; report on 
finance 241-6; on destroying liabil- 
ities of the government, 445-6. 

Grubbs, Chance, 185. 

Grush, H. L., 1847. 

Guadalupe county, see also Karnes 
county, 204, 226, 369, 4380, 444. ` 

Gusman, Francisco, 211n. 

Gutierrez, Valentin, 211. 


Habeas corpus act, amendment of, 
13, 17, 28, 29, 38. 
Hagler, Lindsey S., election, 3n., 67., 
6 


2, 14, . 

Hall, Joseph, 327. 

` Hallett? Mrs., on Lavaca River, 327. 

Hamilton, Gen. James, see also loan 
commissioners, 69, 79, 312. 

Hamilton county, 367, 483. 

Hammeken, Geo. L., 162n., 395n. 

Hansford, John M., investigation, 167, 
189, 190-1; testimony, 212-7; im- 
peachment, 218, 221, 227, 269, 273, 
819, 323-7; communication from, 
854-5; trial, 356, .360, 373, 390, 394; 
petition, 369, 410; resignation, 406; 
articles of impeachment withdrawn, 

* 409. 

Hanson, „aptain Thomas, 161, 168, 
301, 357. 

Hardeman, Bailey, 3895n. 

Harriet, schooner, 162n. 

Harris, James M., 117, 185. 

Harris, Joseph M., 318, 480. 

. Harris county, 8, 30, 36, 45, 161. 

Harrisburg town @ompany, 424n. 

Harrison, Lieutenant, 343. 

Harrison, Captain, G. H., 89 138 n. 

Harrison county surveyor, 195, 241. 

Hart, Captain John, 368m. 

Hellen, schooner, 78n. 

Hemphill, Judge John, 224, 851, 408. 

Henderson, William H., 3857n. 

Henry, Alexander, 228n. 

Hewitt, W. M., on recall of navy, 
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115; on forced sale of slaves, 201; 

on Regulators, 2747. 

Highsmith, S., 117n., 192, 409. 

Hiner, Henry, 8683n. 

Hinton, A. C., petitions, 154, 250-1, 
373-88; correspondence with Cooke, 
332-348; 387-8; bill, 367. 

Hockley. Geo. W., on condition of 
navy, 238-9. 

Hodges, David and Lucinda, 225. 

Hoffman, John, administrator of 
John Wells, 224, 250. ` 

Holland, Bird, 348. 

Holliday, Captain, 184n. 

Holmes, Willet, 8n. 

Homestead, 81, 422, 430. 

Hopkins, Abijah, 3812n. 

Hopkins, Lucy (Dicey), 312, 405. 

House Bills: 

To amend the execution laws, 9, 
10, 69, 77, 185, 206, 207, 220, - 
221-8, 226, 269, 362, 390, 405, 
408, 409, 441. . 

Granting further time for the pay- 
ment of government dues and the 
return of field notes, 9, 10, 15, 
18, 20, 43, 44. 

To repeal the 19th section of the 
act of limitations, 9, 10, 28. 

To provide for taking the census, 
10, 13, 90, 167, 190, 192, 194. 

To repeal a portion pf the act 
granting land to immigrants, 10, 
13, 23, 34, 50, 71, 78, 92, 390, 
432, 434, 437, 442. 

To change the time of holding 
courts in the 3rd judicial dis- 
trict, 10, 18, 397, 429. 

For the relief of persons who are 
in arrears for their taxes for 

* 1841, 10, 13, 242, 249, 281. 

< Giving the election of chief justices 
f of counties to the people, 10, 33, 


» Ti. 

Changine the boundaries of the 
Republic, 11, 13, 363, 421 

For the relief of those citizens of 
the Republic who have failed to 
obtain their headright certifi- 
cates, 13, 17-8, 23. ` 

To legitimatize certain children 

è born out of wedlock, 13, 17-8, 
28, 29, 38. 

To amend the habeas corpus act, 
13, 17-8, 28, 29, 38. 

Authorizing justices of the peace 
to impanel juries, 13, 18. 

To repeal the ist section of the 
act regulating proceedings in 
civil suits, 14, 18, 28, 29, 37. 

Giving the name of Trinity to the 
northern division of Liberty 
county, 14, 72 
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Supplementary to the act regulat- 
ing proceedings in civil suits, 14, 
17-8, 28. , 

Designating the time that entries 
shall hold land without having 
the same surveyed, 14, 18, 34.. 

For holding an adjourned session 
of the Supreme Court in the 
eastern section of the Republic, 
14, 15, 33, 50, 189, 192, 198-9, 
240, 247, 253, 320, 330, 351, 395. 

To prevent forcible entries and de- 
tainers, 14, 17-8, 33, 50, 51-52. 

To provide a fund for county pur- 
poses, 14, 29. 

To limit the term of office and de- 
fine the duties of county treas- 
urer, 14, 15, 29. 

To amend the act for the election 
of sheriffs, coroners and .con- 
stables and defining their duties, 
14, 18, 28. 

To repeal the 8th section of, the 
act of limitations, 14, 15, 28. 
To define the boundaries of the 
county of Travis, 16, 17, 20, 23, 

81, 210, 270. 

To define the boundaries of Burnet 
county, 17, 19, 26, 29, 37, 54. 

For the relief of Joseph Levins, 
17, 19, 21, 36. 

To define the boundaries of Goliad 
county, 17, 19, 27; 29, 38. 

To direct and regulate the proceed- 
ings in reference to forfeited or 

. escheated lands, 18. 

To repeal the act prohibiting the 
issue of individual printed or 
lithographic notes, 19, 21. 

To amend the acts to provide for 
taking testimony by interroga- 
tories, 19, 21, 33, 51, 424. . 

Defining the mode by which hold- 
ers of conditional certificates 
shall establish the same, 19, 21, 


34. i 

For the relief of Pleasant Bious, 
20, 22, 29, 37. 

To suspend the closing of the mail 
contracts, 20, 22. 

Amendatory of the acts to detect 
fraudulent „land certificates and 
to provide for issuing patents to 
legal claimants, 21, 22, 33, 50, 72. 

To secure to purchasers of lands 
at tax sales, payment for im- 
provements made on such land, 
21, 22, 34, 118. 

To repeal the Cherokee bill, 21. 


To regulate slave police, 22, 25, 
167, 211, 378, 392, 397. 


'. Confirming the title of the Vic- 
toria town tract to the corpora- 
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tion of said town, 22, 25, 34, 
77, 79. ' 

To amend the bankrupt law, 22, 25, 
33, 45, 81, 87, 268. 

To repeal the act prohibiting forced 
sale of slaves, 23, 25, 119, 165, 
166, 185, 194-5, 199-202, 207, 219, 
231-3. . 

Requiring county surveyors to re- 
side at the county town of the 
respective counties, 23, 25, 34, 
45, 70-1. , 

To provide for the erection of a 
penitentiary, 23, 25, 118, 168, 
185, 443. ‘ 

Substitute for the bill for the re- 
lief of certain citizens who have 
arrived at the age of 17 years, 
71, 390. B 

To regulate publie printing, 23. 

To repeal a portion of the acts 
incorporating the towns of San 
Felipe, Richmond and LaGrange, 
28, 25, 38, 50, 78, 79. 


‘Supplementary to an act to raise 


a revenue by direct taxation, 25, 
27, 44, 249, 429. 

To amend the charter of the city 
of Houston, 25, 27, 44, 59. 

To regulate the fees of office, 25, 
36, 80, 97, 119, 219, 228, 312. 
To amend the act to encourage 

frontier protection, 26, 27 

For the relief of Isaac Pierson, 
26, 27, 45. 

To organize a part of the counties 
of Jefferson and Jasper for 
judicial and other purposes, 26, 
72, 183, 247, 369. 

To change a certain mail route, 
27, 28, 32, 38 

To amend the act concerning di- 
vorce and alimony, 28, 31, 272. 

For relief of Captain Thomas N. 
B. Greer and. his company of 
Boggy and Trinity Rangers, 28, 
82. 127, 142, 162, 248, 371, 406. 

Appropriating $35,000 for the use’ 
of the post office, 28, 73, 80. 


Authorizing the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to em- 
ploy four additional clerks for 
Six weeks, 28-9, 32, 36. 

For relief of John S. Black and 
sundry citizens of Harris county, - 
31-2, 36, 45, 428, 431. 

To authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue 
patents in certain cases, 35, 48, 
63, 77, 81, 90, 119, 126, 370. 

Amendatory of an act defining the 
mode by _which the holders of 
land certificates shall establish 
the same, 35, 42, 45, 81. 
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To amend an act to raise a revenue 
by impost duties, 35, 42, 184,-219, 
226, 230, 358, 404, 409, 421, 442. 

To amend the act regulating sales 
by judgment or decree of probate 
or chancery courts, 36, 45, 71, 
358, 405, 430. ` 

For the relief of Thomas H. O’S. 
Addicks, 45, 78, 251. 

To reorganize the judicial districts 
ane reduce the number, 50, 69, 

To incorporate the Colorado mining 
company, 51, 72, 76, 90, 119, 168, 
187, 203, 319. 

To prevent the collection of taxes 
on unpatented lands, to repeal all 
laws for the collection of double 
tax, and to cause such double 
taxes as may have been paid to 
De Ternasd, 51, 68, 64, 81, 194, 


269. 

Repealing the act incorporating the 
town of Shelbyville and granting 
additional powers to the cor- 
poration of San Augustine and 
Nacogdoches, 59, 63, 78. 

To incorporate Marshall University, 
59, 72, 79. 

To abolish certain offices therein 
named, and to fix the salaries 
of the officers of the civil list, 
and certain others therein named 
and for other purposes, 61-2, 63, 
65, 69, 70, 72, 91, 98-9, 112-3, 
136. 

Regulating the ‘appointment of 
pilots at Galveston, 62, 71, 76, 
143. 

To have surveyed a reserve of land 
for the friendly Indians, 62, 65. 

Authorizing district courts to ren- 
der judgment against the plain- 
tiff for costs in certain cases 
and for other purposes, 68, 65. 

For the relief of the heirs of 
George McKnight, 63, 89, 118, 
319. 

For the relief of Charles De Morse, 
63, 118 í 


Authorizing the transfer of pay- 
ments on Austin City lots and 
onions, 65, 82, 88, 241, 391, 392, 
39 : 


To authorize W. S. Orr and his 
associates to erect x mill and 
granting them certain privileges, 
65 i 


To establish a uniform system of 
weights and measures, 65, 88, 
313-8, 429, 430. : 

To amend the charter of the city 
of Matagorda, 65, 89, 119. 

To amend the act regulating elec- 
tions, 65, 88, 371. 
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For the relief of free persons of 
color, 65 72, 88, 219-20, 

To amend the charter of the town 
of Liberty, 65, 89, 117. 

Directing the discontinuance of the 
vate on certain conditions, 70, 


To give to judicial counties the 
Same quantity of land allowed to 
other counties for school pur- 
poses, 70, 89, 118, 369. 


* To amend the several laws relat- 


ing to the recording of deeds, 70, 


Requiring prosecutors to pay costs 
in certain cases, 71, 88, 

To amend the act of 1839 regulat- 
ing the practice of attorneys, 72, 


Supplementary to an act to define 
lawful enclosures, 72, 88, 97, 404. 

More effectually to preserve in- 
violate the’right of trial by jury, 
72, 88, 167. 

To amend the act regulating the 
trial of injunctions, 76, 88. 

To repeal the act granting bank- 
ing privileges to McKinney and 
Williams, 76, 88, 405. 

To amend the act regulating in- 
testate estates, 77, 81, 167, 204. 

To authorize James T. White to 
adopt Amanda Snody, 77. 

To incorporate the Brazos canal 
company, 77, 79, 87, 113, 188, 
271. 


Supplementary to the act to in- 
corporate Trinity college, 77, 79, 
162, 163, 183. 

For the relief of Elijah Bennett, 
78, 118, 219, 271, 423. i 

To organize a portion of the coun- 
ties of Milam and Robertson for 
judicia] and other purposes, 80, 
87, 163, 165, 248, 369: 3 

To authorize the issuing of attach- 
ments in certain cases, 80, 88. 

To repeal the law authorizing the 
five million loan, 82, 162, 319. 


For the relief of A. J. Titus and 
others, 87, 118, 240. 


To repeal a portion of the estray 
law, 89, 163, 166. 

To incorporate the Franco-Texienne 
commercial and colonization com- 
pany, 90, 119. 


To repeal a portion of the act sup- 
plementary to the act regulat- 
‘ing the punishment of crimes 
and misdemeanors, which makes 
it penal to so speak of a foreign 
minister as to bring him into 
disrepute, 118, 274. 
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For the relief of those persons who 
furnished the second brigade of 
militia with supplies in 1840, 118. 

To repeal the act creating a board 
of medical censors, 118, 163, 168, 
230. 

Supplementary to the act creating 
a board of medical censors, 118, 
163. 

Authorizing the corporation of 
ee a to levy a tax,- 119, 
422 


To authorize Peggy Rankin to 
emancipate slaves, 138, 167. 

For relief of Captains W. B. and 
Henry Stout and their companies 
of rangers, 143, 167. 

To preven hunting with fire, 154, 
165. 

To incorporate the Grand Lodge of 
Texas, 154, 166, 301. 

To prescribe the mode of taking 
testimony in equity suits, 160. 
Relating to land certificates which 

have been rejected, 163, 302. 

To authorize the auditor to audit 
certain claims against the gov- 
ernment, 163, 329, 407. 

To punish public defaukers, 166. 

To repeal in part an act to abolish 
cham officers therein named, 
167. 

To regulate slave police, 167, 211, 
373, 392. 

To repeal the bill laying up the 
Navy in ordinary, 167, 231, 249. 

To create the county of Karnes, 
168, 204, 226. 

To lay out and organize the county 
of Lavaca, 168, 227, 248, 272, 
369, 430, 444. 

To amend an act creating a sys- 
tem of bankruptcy, 169, 268. 
Concerning the Code of Texas, 187, 

270, 319. 

Incorporating religious societies, 
187, 233-6. 

ge PO E Masonic bodies, 187, 


Incorporating literary and scientific 
institutions, 187, 236 

Incorporating insurance companies, 
187, 236. 

Incorporating eleemosynary, char- 

itable and benevolent institutions, 
1877. 

Incorporating companies for county 
roads, bridges and improvements 
and fire and water companies 
for towns and cities, 187n. 

Allowing a person to change his 
name, 1877. 


Governing municipal corporations, . 
Tia 187n. 
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Requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to respect the accounts 
of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office as the head of 
a department, 187. 

Substitute for above giving the 
Commissioner of the General 
Land Office $500 in promissory 
notes as a part of his salary 
for the past year, 187 

To form the collectoral district of 
Red River, 192, 211, 269. 

For the redemption of certain 
Texian prisoners in the hands 
of the Indians, appropriating 
$900 par funds for the purpose, 

° 192, 226, 248, 348. 

For the relief of William M. Wil- 
liams, 194. 

For the relief of the county sur- 
veyors of Harrison and Panola 
counties, 195, 241. 

To authorize the corporation of 
Houston te remove the obstruc- 
pone from Buffalo Bayou, 194, 

1. 
Eo the Supreme Court, 


To repeal the fifth section of an 
act granting land to actual set- 
tlers on or near the military 
road on the northern frontier, 
202, 436. : 

To enable the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue 
patents upon land on or near the 
county lines, 207, 247. 

For the collection of revenue in 
par money, 202, 206. 

For the protection of the northern 
and western frontiers, 218, 312, 
319, 358-9, 487. 

Providing incumbents during the 
pendency of impeachment to take 
effect presently, 218. 

To authorize the publications of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court, 
218, 269. : 

To explain the duties of associate 
Jores of the county court, 221, 


For the divorce of David Hodges 
g Lucinda Hodges, his wife, 
Recommending the establishment of 
a mail route from Fanthorpe’s 
> Moreomeay county to Dunn’s 
ostorfice in Robertson’ 
508 a rtson’s county, 
For the relief of John M. Kemper, 
So and John Van Bibber, 


Ror the relief of persons holding 
the receipts of Quartermaster, 
William N. Mock, 280, 407. 
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Regulating time for holding courts 
an Pad Tth judicial district, 240, 

Regulating the granting and trial 
of injunctions, 241. 

To provide for the funding and re- 
demption of the public debt. of 
the Republic of Texas, 242, 249, 
281-2, 298, 302-12, 422, 426. 

To authorize the president to issue 

- exchequer bills, and to declare 
what shall be receivable in future 
in payment of taxes and duties 
on imports, 242, 275-8, 312, 362, 
366-7, 372, 390, 391, 422, 423. 

To change the name of the county 
of Bowie to Pulaski, and the town 
of Boston to Granada, 246. 

For the redemption of captives 
among the ‘Keechie and other 
Indians, 250, 272, 275. 

To regulate the time of holding 
the district courts for the fourth 
judicial district, 251, 428. = 

To provide for the survey and de- 
lineating upon the county map 
the granted land in the county of 
Refugio, 254, 431, 442. _ 

Making appropriations to pay for 
advertising lands for sale for 
taxes, 269. 

To amend an act relating to di- 
vorce and alimony, 272. 

To divide the counties of Montgom- 
ery and Houston, and create the 
counties of Hamilton and Madi- 
son. 274, 367, 433. 

rere relief of William Myers, 

For the relief of ‘Louis P. Cooke, 
802, 404. 

To organize the county of Rusk, 
30 


For the relief of Augustus Doug- 
las, 302. 

For ane relief of N. B. Anderson, 

. 802. 

To repeal the sixth section of an 
-act to detect fraudulent land cer- 
tificates, with amendments, 302. 

To regulate civil prosecutions and 

‘equity practice, 302. 

Authorizing surveys to be made on 
the public domain that is not in- 
cluded within the defined limits 
of any county, 302. f 

To change the time and place for 
holding the Supreme Court, 312, 
362, 430, 433: ` 

To incorporate the Colorado canal 
company, 312, 431. 

Better to define the boundaries be- 
tween Lamar and Paschal coun- 
ties, 318, 443, 444. 


& 


To repeal an act to dispense with 
the necessity of protesting in- 
struments for dishonor, 319. 

To repeal the charter of the City 
of Austin, 319, 392, 403. 

Supplementary to an act to pro-. 
vide for persons disabled in the 
service of Texas, 319. 

Concerning surveys, 819. 

For the protection of the western 
frontier, 319, 404. 

To regulate the descent and dis- 
tribution of intestate estates, 319. 

To change the name of Henry 
Roberts to Franklin Washington 
Roberts, 322. 

PE i relief of D. M, Wiseman, 

To establish a mail route from La 
Grange to Mrs. Hallett’s on ‘the 
Lavaca river, 329. 

To authorize the auditor to audit 
all just and legal claims against 
the government, 329, 424. 

To repeal in part and amend the 
law creating a general Post of- 
fice, providing for a new mail 
route, and altering rates of post- 
age, 330, 392. 

To define with greater certainty 
the different classes of land 
claims, 331. 

Explanatory of the duties of the 
Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, 331. 

Making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the government for the 
yes 1842, 351, 390, 407, 421, 

4, 

For the relief of John Hemphill 
and R. E. B. Baylor, 351, 408. 
For the relief of George A. Pat- 

tillo, 352. 

To lay a tax on suits, 353. 

Eor ne relief of William Johnson, 
353.- 

Regulating the meeting of Con- 
gress, 353. ; 

To regulate fees of office, 357, 358. 

For increasing the compensation of 
the clerks of the -government, 
357, 373, 423, 437. 

‘Condensing the several acts for 
the incorporation of the city of 
San Antonio, 367. 

To lay out and organize the county 
o Guadalupe, 369, 404, 430, 433, 
444, 

To incorporate the San Luis Bridge 
Company, 372, 395, 419. 

Amendatory of an act regulating 
district courts when sitting as 
courts of admiralty, 388, 390. 

To incorporate the San Augustine 
Light Horse Company, 389. 
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To reorganize the 6th judicial dis- 
trict and regulate the time of 
holding courts therein, 390, 403. 

For the relief of Willis H. Lan- 
drum, 394. ; cs ahs 

- To reorganize the fifth judicial 
district and prescribe time for 
holding courts therein, 395. 

To locate the seat of government, 
396, 424 P 

To authorize the president to re- 
move the archives and other gov- 
ernment property to such place 
as he may think advantageous, 
396 


To change the name of Navasota 
county to Brazos, 396. 

To repeal the act to protect the 
-settlers in that portion of the 
territory of Texas which hag been 
surveyed by the direction and 
authority of the United States 
of the North, 397-8, 

To amend an act to raise a revenue 
by direct taxation, 398, 404, 406, 
409, 429. 

To prescribe the mode of authenti- 
cating legal instruments in a for- 
eign country, 398, 405. 

For the relief of Jesse C. Tanne- 
hill, 403. 

Granting four leagues of land to 
Trinity College, 408. 418. 

To establish a mail route from the 
town of Sabine to Laurel Hill, 
404, 430. 

Concerning surveys made before 
i Declaration of Independence, 


To locate the seat of justice of 
Milam county, 404, 444. 

To define the northern boundary 
line of the county of Austin, and 
the southern line of the county 
of Washington, 404. 

Granting mill privileges to J. R. 
Marston, 404. 

ae relief of Holland Coffee, 


Prohibiting the service of civil proc- 
ess on the Sabbath, and for other 
purposes, 405. 

Substitute for the bill to repeal in 
part the act regulating probate 
sales, 405. 

Substitute for the bill in conform- 
ity with the petition of sundry 
citizens, 405. 

Making a conditional grant to 
James H. Walter and Company, 


406. 
ee ate relief of Jesse Billingsley, 


smith, 409. 


For the relief of Samuel High- 
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For the settlement of the claims 
of S. P. Andrews, 418, 424. 

To authorize the judges of the dis- 
trict courts to alternate in hold- 
ing courts in cases where some 
judges were interested, . 420. 

To authorize the Secretary of State 
to employ one additional clerk, 
421, 422, 

To fund the liabilities of the gov- 
ernment, 421, 422. _ -> A 
To incorporate the town of Re- 

fugio, 422. 

To amend an act entitled an act 
to exempt certain lands from the 
payments of certain debts therein 
named, approved February 5, 
1940, 422, 430. 

To organize the county of DeWitt, 
422, 430, 444. 

For the relief of John S. Martin, 

2 


423. 

To enable the holders of legal land 
claims to obtain certificates, 424. 

Establishing the pay of officers 
of the Texas Navy, 428. 

To define the boundaries of Spring 
Creek county, 428. ae 

To prevent any person from selling 
ardent spirits to the Indians, 428. 

Prohibiting the auditor from is- 
suing duplicate warrants, 430. 

To regulate the proceedings in con- 
tested elections, 480, 447. 

To provide for the permanent loca- 
tion of the seat of justice of 
Paschal county, 430-1, 444. 

For the relief of William Elliott 
and Isaac Reed, 433, 448. 

To reorganize the second judicial 
district, 484, 

To repeal an act granting a dona- 
tion of land to actual settlers on 
or near the military road on the 
northern frontier, 436. 

Supplementary to the act for the 
relief of the commissary general, 
paymaster general, adjutant gen- 
eral of militia, 444. ‘ 

For the relief of Ex-President, “M. 
B. Lamar, 445. ; 

House Joint Resolutions: 

To prohibit the drawing of money 
from the Treasury without. ap- 
propriations, 10, 13, 19. 

Requiring the committee on the 
judiciary to inquire inte the ex- 
pediency of appointing two legal 
gentlemen to revise the laws of 
Texas, 10, 269. . 

Fixing a day for the election of 
public printer, 10. 
To authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to em- 
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ploy additional clerks, 13, 17-8, 
3 


, 36. 

To provide for the punishment of 
any person who may spread a 
false report, 15. 

Making an appropriation for ‘the 
repairs of the capitol, 15, 26, 
38, 63-4. 

Appropriating $5,000 for the con- 
tingent expenses of Congress, 15, 

Establishing a certain mail route, 

Requiring the President to recall 
the Texas Navy, 28, 31, 45, 99, 
110, 113-16, 119-25, 126-7, 128-35, 
143-53, 154-60, 161. 

For the relief of M. H. Beaty, 30, 
37, 45, 89. ` 

Relative to public printing, 32, 44, 


For the relief of William Bryan, 
35, 79, 270, 359, 398, 404, 405, 
406, 409, 425-7. 

For the benefit of surveyors, 36, 


4 . . 
For the relief of George W. Smyth, 
For the relief of A. C. Hyde, 43, 

50, 72. 

For, the relief of B. H. Rutland, 


For the relief of the citizens of 
Jasper County, 44, 70 

To legalize elections in 
of Ward, 45, 81. 

For the relief of soldiers coriposing 
the late first regiment of in- 
fantry, 45, 50, 65, 78. 

For the relief of Daniel Farris, 


0, 80. 
For the relief of Angeline D. Smith, 
7 


the county 


3 . è 

For the relief of persons who have 
failed to give in a list of their 
taxable property for the years, 
1839, 1840 and 1841, 50, 81, 419. 

For the relief of Josiah G. Beatty 
and others, 68-4, 89, 164, 184, 

Recalling the loan commissioners, 
69, 79, 312. 

Requiring prosecutors to pay costs 
in certain cases, 71, 88, 166 

For the relief of Prentiss and 
Hyde, 72, 89. 

To explain the number of cattle 
exempt under the direct tax law, 

? ~ 
Concerning court martials, 72, 88, 


For the relief of James Cole and 
others, 73, 241. 

For the relief of Edward Daniel, 
73, 118. >- 
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Concerning the fall term of 1841 
of the district court of Refugio, 
T7, 166, 184. 

For the relief of Joseph Cecil, 78, 
89, 118 


For the relief of J arret Menefee, 
Establishing a mail route -from 


Victoria to Lavaca, 79, 89, 164. 
For the elief of S. K. Blish, 81, 


' For the relief of Lewis Sanchez, 


97, 163, 208, 404. . 

Requiring the Secretary of Sta 
to suspend the ‘printing of the 
laws in the Spanish language, 
125, 162, 165, 248. - 

For the relief of Armstead Bennett 
and Thomas Lagow, 187, 138, 
167, 184, 423. 

For the relief of William Young, 
138, 167, 183. 

For the relief of H. Kloppenburg, 
189, 167, 183, 444, 445. - 

Requiring the president to carry 
out and complete the arrange- 

. ment with Yucatan, 160, 161, 
165, 230. ` 

For the benefit of Greenbury 
‘Logan, 162, 168, 208. 

Requiring the auditor to audit cer- 
tain claims therein named, 163, 
329, 367, 418, 424. - 


For the relief of Adolphus Sterne, . 


164, 168, 205, 272, 

To provide for the printing of the 
laws in the Spanish language, 
165, 183, 203, 272. 

Requiring the Comptroller to ap- 
prove certain claims, 169. 

That for all debts, fines, penalties, 
forfeitures-or dues of any other 
kind which may accrue in the 
said Republic, after April 1; 1842, 
nothing shall be received in pay- 
ment but gold and silver, until 
otherwise directed by law, 174, 
189 


For the relief of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, 187, 
279, 331, 349, 370, 409. 

To annex a certain portion of the 
county of Victoria to the county 
of Jackson, 190, 301. 

For the relief of George D. McJimz-.. 
sey, 198, 196, 208. 

For the relief of K. L. Anderson, 
198, 230. 

For relief of A. G. Kimbell, 193, 
230, 272, 332. 

For the relief of J. Harris Catlin, 
194, 228, 230. 

For the honorable discharge of E. 
J. Felder, 197, 272. v 


sel 
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To prevent the maltreatment and 
murder of Fexian citizens, 262, 


22, 

Providing for the compensation of 
persons employed in bringing in 
the Lipan and Tonkawa Indians, 
202-3, ZAS8. . 

For the relief of Seth Swift, 203, 
236, Z48n. ; 

For the relief of Executrix of 
Thomas Ross deceased, 266, 236, 

3 


For the relief of Captain Roberts’, 
Jackon’s and Sowell’s companies 
of Rangers and the officers and 
men under their’ command in 
1339, "45, "£4, 206, 228, 236. 

For the reef of BR. J. Calder, 
sheriff of Brazoria county, 208. 
Por the relief of Nathaniel Moore, 

269-10, 272. 

For the examination of the steam- 
ship Zavala, 218. . 
Authorizing a survey of the Trin- 

ity river, 219, 246. 
For the relief of William P. Smith, 


224. 
P Ane relief of John S. Brown, 


For the relief ofFrancis F. Wells, 
225-26, 404. 

For the relief of J. F. O’Reily, 230. 

For the relief of the clerks of the 
Supreme Court, 236. 

For the relief of Charles Shearn, 
249, 327, 367. 

Permitting Samuel MeCulloch to 

‘ enter of record a certain deed, 
249, 272. 
For the relief of O. C. Williams, 
250, 319. . 
For the relief of Helena Nelson, 
250, 274, 349. 

For ‘the relief of Thomas G. West- 
ern, 250, 319. 

Coneerning Captain A. C. Hinton, 
250-1, 367, 368. 

ror as relief of John Ingram, 274, 


For the relief of M. F. De Graffen- 
reid, 281, 349. 

For the relief of Ward and Ingram, 
281, 395, 398. 

For the relief of Martin Lacy and 
ee Perry and others, 301, 


0. 
no i relief of Albin A. Mellier, 


For the relief of Hiram Williams, 
302, 410. 

For the relief of John Appleman, 
802, 392, 404. 

To require the auditor to audit the 
interest on the funded debt to 
be receivable for taxes, 313. 
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For the relief of Robert H. Tobin, 


313. 

For the relief of Joseph M. Harris, 
313, 430. 

To exempt citizens of Liberty from 
the double tax, 319. 

To amend the militia law, 331. 

For the relief of John R. Slocomb, 
332, 421. 

For the relief of John Davis, 351-2, 


430. 

For the relief of Dennis Walsh, 
351, 431. 

For the relief of Hamilton P. Bee, 
356. 

For the relief of William Sned- 
grass, 357, 410. 

For the relief of Benjamin S. Gray- 
son, 357, 410. ; 

To allow three additional clerks to 
the Land Office, 362. 

That the President set apart a 
government room for the use of 
the City Post Office, 362. 

Permitting judges of the Supreme 
Court to take up cases at discre- 
tion, 368-9. 

aor ne relief of Memucan Hunt, 

zo ane relief of Danie] Browning, 


ea the relief of Daniel J. Toler, 
For the relief of John F. Ailes, 
395-6. 


For the removal of the seat of 
government, 396, 424. 

For the relief of Joseph Lee, 400. 

For the relief of E. L. Martin 
and William F. Sparks, 404, 428. 

For the rescue of the Santa Fé 
Expedition, 406. 

Authorizing the issue of twenty 
thousand dollars of the exchequer 
bills in ones, twos, and threes 
for change notes, 406. 

For the relief of A. Burleson, 406. 

Respecting the steamship Zavala, 
408, 424. 

For the relief of William K. Wil- 
son, 408. 

Requiring the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to receive 
audited drafts as promissory 
notes, 409, 423. 

Requiring the auditor to reaudit 
certain claims, 418. 

For the relief of Jonathan Bird, 
418-9, 442. ; 

Pore relief of Rebecca Brown, 


Fixing the pay of the officers of 
the Sixth Congress, 422. 

Prescribing the manner in which 
the liabilities of the government 
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shall be destroyed, now in the 
Treasury Department, 422, 445-6. 
Authorizing and requiring the Sec- 
retary of War to issue certifi- 
cates of bounty land to the offi- 


cers, seamen and marines of the- 


Navy, 422. 

Defining certain bills which shall 
not be received in the two houses 
of Congress, 422. 

Providing for the redemption of 
scrip issued to seamen and ma- 
rines of the Texas Navy, 422. 

To increase the pay of clerks of 
departments and bureaus, 423, 
431, 437. 

Substitute for joint resolution to 
amend the militia laws, 428. 

To authorize the President to ap- 
point such persons as he may 
deem proper to sign 2 name to 
the exchequer bills, 4 

Establishing a mail route from 
Austin to Warren on Red River, 
via Bird’s Fort, 430. 

To provide for the permanent lo- 
cation of the seat of justice of 
Paschal county, 430-1. 

aos benefit of mail contractors, 


to e relief of Abel L. Eaves, 


Aceon Charles De Morse, late 
stock commissioner, to sign the 
interest warrants of certain 
bonds therein named, 443-4. 

Houston, Sam, petition, 127; see mes- 
sages. 

Houston, city ‘of; amendment of char- 
ter, 25, 27, 44, 59; to remove ob- 
structions from Buffalo Bayou, 
194, 231, 410; Supreme Court, 253. 

Houston county, 138%., 197, 274, 367, 
43 


Howard, Charles, 161, 168, 322. 
Howard, Major George T., 


9n. 
Howth, Captain W. E., 161n. 
Hubert, Sarah N., 428 
Hudson, James P., 1983n. 
Huezer, A., 248, 420. 
Hughes, Samuel, 24, 34. 
Humphreys, P. W., 
Hunt, Memucan, Qn» 1837., 392. 
Hunter, Henry, Howard and Thomas, 
154. 


127n., 


Hunting with fire, 154, 165. 
Husk, Emily, 2087. 

Husk, Zylpha, 208. 

Huston, Felix, 444. . 
Hutchinson, Anderson, 22, 186-7. 


Hyde, A. C., 24, 43, 50, 12, 89, 361. 


Immigrants, granting land to, 10, 12, 
34, 78, 390, 432-33, 434, 436, 442, 
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Impeachment, President, Vice-Presi- 
dent and Secretary of the Treasury, . 
99, 108-10, 175-6; see John M. 
Hansford. 

Impost duties, 26, 85, 42, 184, 219, 
226, 230, 299, 353, 356, 358, 362, 
367, 372, 404, 409, 421, "442, 

Improvements on land purchased at 
tax sales 118. 

Inauguration, 125, 186-7. 


sneiuabente during impeachments, 
Indians, disturbances, 71, 72, 402; 


reserve for friendly, 35, "62, 65, 7i; 
Lipans and Tonkaways, 35, ; 
202-3, 419; prisoners, 192, 226, 248, 
272, "348; Keechies, 250, 272; re- 
demption of captives, 250, 275; pro- 
hibiting sale of ardent ‘spirits to, 
428; tribes in the Republic, 433, 


440, 
ara late first regiment, 45, 50, 


Ingram, John, a 274, 424. 

Ingram, Seth, 

Ingram, see Wad and Ingram. 

Injunctions, trial of, 76, 88, 241. 

Instruments for dishonor see negoti- 
able instruments. 

Insurance companies, 
187n., 236. 

Interest on funded debt, 313.. 

S PERNES testimony by, 19, 33, 

Intestate estates, 77, 167, 204, 319. 

Invincible, 428. 


Jack, Patrick C., 207, 215. 

Jackson, Charles W., 212, 214, 215, 
248, 323, 420. 

Jackson, Captain Daniel R., company 
FE Rangers, 12Tn., 206, 228, 230, 
34 

Jackson, Riley, 248, 420. 

Jackson county, 76, 77, 168, 190, 301. 

Jails, 142m. 

James, John D., 6n. . 

Jasper county, relief of citizens, 44, 
70; organize with part of Jefferson 
for judicial purposes, 26, 72, 183, 
36 


Jefferson county, 26, 72, 183, 247, 
369. 

Jennings, James R., 395n. 

Jevons, Captain James, 78n. 

Jewel, Captain, 2737. 

Jewett, Henry J., 100, 3287. 

Jim Shaw, Delaware Indian, 192n. 

Johns, C. R., 30. 

Johnson, Alexander, 329. 

Johnson, Alfred, 331n., 482. 

Johnson, B. H., 87. 

Johnson, E. D., 367n. 

Johnson, Frank W., 395%. è 

Johnson, James H., 329. 


incorporating, 
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Johnson, Peyton, 1877. 

Johnson, R. M., Tn. 

Johnson, W. M., 11n., 15. 

Johnson, William, 353. 

Johnston, Charles S. P., 211n. 

Jones, Anson, 162mn., 361. 

Jones, Buck, 214, 216, 325. 

Jones, E. S., 281n. i 

Jones, H. L., 153. . 

Jones, John B., report on loan, 82-7; 
salary of district judges, 94; execu- 
tion bill, 223; funding bill, 302. 

Jones, M: F., mail contract, 117m., 
192, 409. 

Jones, Simeon L., 392. 

Jones, Thomas L., 168. 

Jones, William E., Tn., on retrench- 
ment, 59-62, 90, 93, 94; on district 
judges, 95, 96; on recall of Navy, 
118, 115, 121-23; report on Hans- 
ford, 212-17; on execution bill, 222; 
on funding bill, 302; on veto of 
bill for relief of Thomas N. B: 
Greer, 402. ` 

Jones, William Jefferson, 403. 

Jordan, Colonel Samuel W., TIn. 

Jouett, Thomas, 179, 198. 

Judges, see district judges. 

Judicial counties, 17, 70 118, 369-70. 

Judicial districts, 10, 50, 69, 164, 166, 
169, 240, 246, 390, 395n., 397, 408, 
406, 408, 428, 429, 434. 

Judicial proceedings, 431: 

Jury, trial by, 72, 88, 167. 

Justices, associate, 221, 272. 

Justices’ courts, 36, 42, 81, 87, 162. 

Justices of the peace, to impanel 

““=juries, 18, 18. 


Karnes county, 168, 204. 
Kaufman, rencounter with Mayfield, 


Kavanaugh, Nelson, 208. 
Kemper, J. F., 77, 206, 230. 
Kennard, Michael, 163n. 
Kennedy, John J., 324. 
Kennedy, William, 70, 139, 408. 
Kenney, Dr. Thomas, 396n. 


Kerr, D., purser, 338, 340, 342, 348, 
345. 


Key, David P., 12n. i 

Killough, Allen, 247, 312. 

Kimbell. A. G., 11, 12n., 198, «230, 
272, 332. 

Kimbro, William, 22n. 

Kinney’s ranch, 6n. 

Kloppenburg, H., 31, 89, 189, 167, 

188, 444, 445. 

Knight, Dr. Isaac D., 382. 

Kokernot, David T., 194n., 2038. 

Kuykendall, J. H., 42in. 


Lacy, Martin H., 253, 301, 410. 
Lagow, Thomas, 137-8, 167, 184, 349. 
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La Grange, 23, 25, 33, 78. 

Lamar, Mirabeau B., 6, 9; letter. to 
governor of Yucatan, 90-1; im- 
peachment, 99, 105, 108, 175; toast, 
137n; bill for relief, 445; see mes- 
sages. 

Lamar county, 197, 318, 448. 

Land, granted to Indians, 35, 62, 
64-65, 72; to immigrants, 10, 12, 
78, 390, 437, 442; to settlers on or 
near the military road, 436; patents 
issued in certain cases, 35, 81, 126; 


certificates, 35, 81, 163, 302; for ~- 


education, 30, 70; claims, 31, 424; 
exempt from certain debts, 422; 
entries holding without survey, 14, 
18, 34. 

Landers, H., 138. 

Landrum, Willis H., on Hansford, 
214-5, 273; report on Land Office, 
279-80; petition, 273, relief, 394. 

Latimer, A. H., 9, 10, 15; report on 
loan, 82, 87; on Hansford, 189. 

Latimer, James, 2587. 

‘Laughlin, D., 301. 

Laurel Hill postoffice, 404, 480. 


Lavaca county, TIn., 168, 248, 272, ° 


369, 430, 444. 

Lavaca mail route, 79, 89, 164. 

Law. practitioners, petition, 117. 

Laws of Texas, 10; digest, 96, 197; 
common law, 117, 407; and journals 
in Spanish, 89, 125, 162, 165, 183, 
ay 272; distribution of, 89, 126, 

Leach, Joseph, 443n. 

Lead ore, 187, 441. 

Ledbetter, H., 77n. 

Lee, Joseph, 400. 

Leftwich, Robert, 73. 

cr R of children, 13, 17, 28, 

Leonard, Thomas, 11. 

Letcher, Robert P., Tn. 

Levins, Joseph, 12, 17, 19, 21, 36. 

Lewis, William, 240. 

Seyi ie of government, 421, 422, 


Liberty, schooner, 161n. 

Liberty, town of, 65, 117, 198, 319. 

Liberty county. 14, 72. 

Libraries in the Republic, 198-9. 

Light Horse Company of San Au- 
gustine, 389, 

Limitations on speaking, 6; repeal 
of 8th and 19th sections of act, 
9, 10, 14, 28, 

Lindsay, Catharine, 15. 

Liney, freed slave, 138n. 

Linnville, custom house, 1388n. w 


vy ae Scientific institutions, 


Little, Robert, 209n. 


_ Little Penn, 427, 428. 
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Loan commissioners, recall of, 10, 17, 
69, 79-80, 82-89, 312. 

Loans, 17, 25, 43; five million, 82, 
162, 319. 

Lockhart, John, 154n. 

Logan, Eliza T., 428, 480. 

Logan, Greenbury, 162, 168, 203. 

Logan, William M., iln. 

Lothrop, J. T. K., 335, 398. 

Lumpkin, P. 0O., 2537. 

Lyman, J. W., 250. 

Lynch, Henry, 206. 

rye Mrs. son prisoner of Indians, 


McConnell, Thomas, 3. 

McCulloch, Samuel, 225, 248-9, 272. 

Macfarlane, A. C., 481. 

McGary, Isaac, 22. 

McGee, Ralph, 210, 241. 

McGloin, Patrick, 250. 

McJimsey, George D., petition, 183; 
relief, 193, 196, 208, 218; on Hans- 
ford, 213-4. 

McKinney, Ashley, G. Y., Mary, 184n. 

McKinney, Daniel, 184, 241. 

McKinney, Thomas F., see McKinney 
and Williams. 

PaaS and Williams, 43n., 76, 88, 


McKnight, George, heirs of, 64, 89, 
118, 319. 

McLaughlin, William, 11. 

McNutt, Major, 274n. 

McNutt, Nicholas, 211m. 


Madison county, 367, 433. 

Mail contracts, 117n., 192, 299n., 3381, 
441; discontinued, 70, 88, 357, 360, 
430; routes, 19, 27, 28, 32, 38, 79, 
225, 327, 380, 381, 392, 404, 430, 
431, 432; postage, 319, 392. 

Maltreatment of citizens, 202, 272. 

Manning, Maj., 11x, 19. 

Manson, John, 302. 

Marines, 422. 

Marlin, John, 163n. 

Marlin county, 163, 165. 

Marshall, 19n., 326. 

Marshall University, 59, 72, 79, 81. 

Marston, J. R., 404. 

Martin, E. L., 404, 428. $ 

Martin, J. M. H., 404n. 

Martin, John F., iin. 

Martin, John S., 423. 

Masonie bodies, incorporating, 187; 

Masons, see Grand Lodge. 

Matagorda, incorporation, 65, 89, 430, 
434; to levy a tax, 119, 422; custom 
house, 1839n. 

Matthews, , 117n. 

Maury, William F., 279. 

Mayfield, James S., 21, 22; on re- 
trenchment, 72, 92; on salaries of 
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judges, 65-67, 390-1; report on loan, 
82-87; on recall of the Navy, 55-59, 
115, 116; free negroes, 219, 221, 
223; on slaves, 231-2; religious so- 
Cieties, 233-4, . 235-6; on Indian 
prisoners, 225; on funding bill, 311; 
on execution bill, 221; on Thomas 
N. B. Greer and his company of 
Rangers, 162, 402; on executive 
prerogative, 143-6, 271-2, 399-400; 
on rencounter with Kaufman, 328; . 
on Hansford, 360. eo 

Mead, George W., 363. 

Means, William, 215. ` 

Mechanic, schooner, 228n. 

Medical censors, 118, 163, 168, 230. 

Mellier, Albin A., 301. 

Members of Congress, age, nativity, 
occupation, 4507. 


Menard, Michel B., 17, 311. 


oe Jarret, 78, 79, 118, 1638n., 

Messages, Lamar, 9, on seizure prop- 
erty of Mexican traders, 23, bound- 
ary line, 26; with reports from 
Erath and Johns, 30; concerning 
Kloppenburg, 31; letter from gov- 
ernor of Yucatan, 90-1, enclosing 
information, 136: Houston, first 
general message, 196; furniture in 
the President’s house, 207; on De- 

- Morse, 231; concerning Navy, 
237-9; soldiers at arsenal, 246; veto 
of Addicks bill, 251-2; on executive 
contingent bill for 1840 and 1841, 
252-3; request for documents, 271; 
furniture of the Zavala, 278-9; en- 
closing communication from Secre- . 
tary of the Treasury, 299-300; en- 
closing communication from Secre- 
tary of War, 328; concerning Hin- 
ton, 333; enclosing report concern- 
ing defaulters, 349; concerning 
postoffice,, 360-1; vetoes judicial 
counties bills, 369-70, 483, 442, 444; 
concerning patents, 370; veto of 
Greer bill, 371; Hansford’s resigna- 
tion, 406; certain claims, 407; en- 
closing communication from Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, 410-16; con- 
cerning attorney general, 416; con- 
cerning system of accounting and 
disbursement, 416-7; claims for 
service, 419; expenses of Land Of- 
fice, 423; veto of Bryan bill, 425-7; 
concerning Little Penn, 427; veto 
of bill granting land to immigrants, 
432-3; veto bill to change bound- 
aries of the Republic, 434-6; veto 
bill for protection Northern and 
Western frontier, 487-41; concern- 
ing arsenal, 441; concerning Peters’ . 
colony, 442-3; veto funding bill, 
446-7. 
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Merican traders, 123, 211-12, 269. 

Mexico, question of invasion, 237-8. 

Milam esunty, to organize with a 
part of Robertson as a jadicial 
county, 29, 87, 163, 165, 248, 369; 
to organize southern part as a 
judicial county, 89, 162, 224; seat 
of Justice, Poa ee 

Milam guards, Tin. 

Military colonies, 194, 218, 312, 319, 
358-9, 437-41. 

Military law, 331, 369, 428. 


Military road; settlers on or near, 


436. 

Militia, second brigade, 118; com- 
missary general; adjutant general, 
major general, paymaster general 


444, f 
Miller, James B., 51. 


Miller, John D., 2537. i 


Miller, R. G., 10, 4432. s 

Mills, John T., 3287., 408.. 

Mils, 65, 404. a, 

Mining eompany, see Colorado min- 
ing company. . 

Minor, , murder of, 215. 

Minute men, Milam county, 30n., San 
Patricio, 6n., 211”.; Captain Joseph 
Tilley’s company, 329n. 

Mitchell, Bluford, 17. 

Mixon, Noel, 281. 

Mock, William N., 168, 230, 407. 

Moderators, see Regulators. 

Montgomery county, 153, 197, 269, 
274, 367, 371, 433. 

Moore, Alfred, 1547. 

Moore, Edwin W., 24n., 91; finances 
of the Navy, 238-9, 253, 254, 350-1, 
398; furniture of the Zavala, 279; 
letter to Hinton, 334-5, 

Moore, James, 24, 31. 

Moore, James W., 239. 

Moore, John H., 127n., 871, 400. 

Moore, Nathaniel. 209-10, 272, 419. 

Moore, William H., 1537. 

Morel, H. B.. 357. 

Morgan, David, 248, 420. % 

Morgan, James, 4247n. 

Morris, John D., on free negroes, 
248-9; on funding bill, 302n.; pay 
as member of House, 421in. 

Morris, Richard, 207. 

Morton vs. Butler, 216. 

Mulholland, , 215. 

Municipal corporations, 187n., 236. 

Murchison, Daniel, 73n. a 

Muris, , 215 

Murrell, , 186. 


Myers, William, 194n., 203, 248, 301. 


Nabb, Captain John, 337. 
Nacogdoches, 59, 198, 330, 372. 
Nacogdoches county, 17, 227, 273, 409, 
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Names, change of, 225, 331, 332. 
Nance, Joseph Milton, Tn. 

Naval agency, 237, 239. 

Navarro, J. Antonio, 411, 415. 
Navasota county, 396. 

Navy, arrangement with Yucatan, 80, 


81, 90-91; recall, 28, 31, 45-49, 
54-59, 99, 110, 111-12, 113-16, 
119-25, 126-27, 128-35, 143-53, 


154-60, 161, 165; money received 
at Tabasco, 17; lay up in ordinary, 
231, 249; bounty land to seamen 
and marines, 422; contract with 
Dawson, 398; pay of officers, 428. 

Negotiable instruments, protest of, 
319. 

Negroes, free, 65, 88, 168, 208, 219-20; 
slaves, forced sale, 23, 25, 119, 165, 
166, 185, 194, 199-202, 207, 219, 
221-22, 231-33, 362; runaway, 167. 

Neibling, Frederick, 3n., 205, 210. 

Neil, George J., 403. 

Nelson, Helena, 250, 274, 349. 

Newcomb, Simon, 6n. 

Newspapers, Austin City. Gazette, In., 
10, 78, 3832; Texas Sentinel, in., 10; 
Daily Bulletin, 77, 192, 197n., 206; 
The Weekly Texian, 78, 208, 332; 
subscriptions to, 196-7. 

Northern and Western frontier, see 
Military colonies. 

North-Eastern frontier, 165. 

Nugent, John, 353m. 


O’Brien, H., 51. 

Ochiltree, William B., 270. 

Officers, civil list, 420, 436, 443; 
Sixth Congress, 422; Texas Navy, 

Oliver, Minerva Ann, 227. 

Ore, see lead. 

O’Reily, J. S., 186, 480. 

Orr, W. S., 65. 

O’Shaunessy, Lieutenant, 343. 

Ouachita, steamer, 164n. 

Owen, Captain, 218. 

Owen, Clark L., 187n., 218n. 


Packenham, Richard, 54, 57, 120, 145. 

Padre island, 21in. 

Palmer, William, 229. 

Palmerston, Lord, 145. 

Panama convention, 124, 130. 

Panola county, 19%. 195, 241. 

Parker, Captain, 335, 388, 339, 344. 

Parker. G. A., 136n., 139, 4217. 

Parker, Isaac, on salary of judges, 
67-9; enclosures, 97-8; negroes, 
200-1, 248-9; on Indian prisoners, 
226; on veto of Greer bill, 320. 

Parker, Silas, 248, 

Paschal county, 313, 430, 443, 444. 

Patents on land, 21, 35, 48, 63, 77, 
81, 90, 119, 126, 247, 307, 370. 
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Pattillo, George A., 10, 16, 393; re- 
port on Land Office, 279-80; report 
of select committee, 241-6. 

peacock, John, heirs of, 163, 166, 247, 


Penitentiary, erection of, 23, 25, 89, 
118, 168, 204, 443; code, 349; fe- 
male convicts, 185-6. 

Pennall, R. A., 16, 19; on negroes, 
248-9; pay, 421n. 

Pennington, Jacob, 187n. 

Pennoyer, Captain, 336, 410. 

Peraza, Martin F., 46, 54, 55, 80, 90, 
122, 130, 238. 

Perry, Milton, 209, 301. 

Peny: William, 241, 253, 301, 357, 

Persons disabled in service, 319. 

Peters’ and Browning’s colony, 356n., 
418, 442. 

Petitions, Addicks, Thomas H. O’S., 
26; Anderson, K. L., 168; Apple- 
man, John, 218; Austin county, 
sundry citizens, 274; Bacon, Sum- 
ner, 223; Bar, sundry members of, 
117; Baylor, Judge R. E. B., 224; 
Bennett, Armistead, 137; Billings- 
ley, Jesse, 302; Bious, P., 11; Bird, 
Jonathan, 356; Black, John S., 8; 
Blish, S. K., 20; Bowie County, 
sundry citizens, 166; Boyce, Aaron 
F., 33; Branham, Jonas, 154; 
Bridges, Thomas, 228; Brown, John 
S., 224;- Browning, Daniel, 371; 
Brugger, Andreas, 857; Bryan, 
William, 24,--228; Burnet county, 
citizens of, 17; Butts, Benjamin 
H. H., 183; Calder, R. J., 2053. 
Campbell, Eli Hoyett, 24; Camp- 
bell, Isaac, 278; Cannon, R. W., 
827; Cantu, Jose Maria and oth- 
ers, 211; Catlin, J. Harris, 142; 
Chisholm, R. H., 278; Clifton, H. 
H., 829; Cole, James, 73; Cooke, 
Louis P., 225; Craig, John [Sam- 
uel], 269; Cronican, Michael, 322; 
Daniel, Edward, 73; Darwin, John, 
11; Davis, John, 207; DeGraffen- 
reid, M. F., 189; DeMorse, Charles, 
51; Doak, David, 20; Eggleston, 
Horace, 273; Eldridge, Arthur, 136; 
Erath, George B., 357; Fannin 
County, sundry citizens, 331; Far- 
ris, Daniel, 22; Felder, Dr. Ed- 
mund J., 8; Fleury, A. B., 161; 
Fore, William H., 894; Garner, N. 
B., and others ,274; Gonzales, 
sundry citizens, 165; Gray, Jesse, 
153; Grayson, B. S., 269; Green, 


R. G., 8; Greer, Thomas N. B., 117;. 


Grubbs, Chance, 185; Hall, Joseph, 
327: Hansford, John M., 410; Han- 
son, Thos., 161; Harris, James M., 
117; Harris county, sundry citizens, 
161; Hemphill, Judge John, 224; 


Hinton, A. C., 154; Hodges, David 
and Lucinda, 225; Hoffman, John, 
administrator of John Wells, 224; 
Hopkins, Lucy [Dicy], 312; Hous- 
ton, Sam, 127; Houston and Mont- 
gomery counties, sundry citizens, 
158; Howard, Chas. and A. B. 
Fleury, 161; Hughes, Samuel, 24; 
Hunter, Henry, Howard and 
Thomas, 154; Husk, Zylpha, 208; 
Hyde, A. C., 24; Immigrants, late, 
12; Ingram, John, 198; Ingram, 
Seth, 197; Jackson, Victoria, Colo- 
rado, Fayette, and Gonzales coun- 
ties, 77; Johnson, Alexander, and 
James H., 329; Johnson, William 
M., lin; Jones, H. L., 153; Jones, 


. Thos. L., 168; Jones, William J., 


403; Jouett, Thomas, 198; Kav- 
anaugh, Nelson, 208; Kemper, J. 
F., 77; Killough, Allen, 247; Kim- 
bell, Albert G., 11-12; Kloppenburg, 


-H., 81; Lagow, Thomas, 187; La- 


mar county, sundry citizens, 197; 
Landrum, Willis H., 273; Laughlin, 
D., 801; Lee, Joseph, 400; Leonard, 
Thomas, 11n.; Levins, Joseph, 12; 
Lindsey, Catharine, 15n.; Lyman, 
J. W., 250; Lynch, Henry, 206; Mc- 
Culloch, Samuel, 225; McGary, 
Isaac, 22; McGee, Ralph, 210; Mc- 
Gloin, Patrick, 250; McJimsey, 


. George D., 183; McKinney, surviv- 


ing children of Daniel, 184; Mc- 
Laughlin, William, 11; Manning, 
M., 11; Manson, John, 302; Mead, 
George W., 3868; Mixon, Noel, 281; 
Montgomery and Houston counties; 
citizens of, 153; Moore, James, 24; 
Moore, Nathaniel, 209; Myers,. 
Wm., 248; Nacogdoches county, 
citizens of, 17, 278, 409; North- 
Eastern frontier, sundry citizens 
of, 165; O’Brien, H., 51; O’Reily, 
J. T., 186; Oliver, Minerva Ann, 
227; Palmer, William, 229; Panola 
county, citizens of, 19; Perry, Mil- 
ton, 209; Perry, Wm., 241; Phelps, 
Lyman, 206; Pierson, Isaac, 22; 
Powell, Archibald G. and James, 
299; Price, John T., 206; Pritchard, 
J. P., 15; Rankin, Peggy, 188; Red 
River, citizens of, 12; Roberts, 
Henry (F. W.), 255; Robinett, 
James, 161; Robinson, T. H., 205; 
Rogers, Joseph H., 209; Ross, 
Thomas, executrix of, 153; Sam- 
pier, James Monroe and Joseph E., 
352; Shearn, Charles, 142; Shelby, 
Anthony B., 269; Slocomb, John R.. 
209; Smith, Angeline D., 33; Smith, 
William P., 224; Snodgrass, Wil- 
liam, 211; Sparks, W. F., 327; 
Spring Creek County, sundry cit- 
izens of, 331; Standefer, M. D, 
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77; Starnes, William Hemlin, 229; 

Sterne, Adolphus, 164; Stivers, W. 

B., 241; Sublett, Philipa, 127; Swift, 

Seth, 197; Tally, David, 273; Tally, 

John R., 298; Tannehill, Jesse C., 

43; Tauzin, Mary V. and T. E, 

143; Teal, Peter, 51; Tobin, R. W., 

218; Tod, John G., 24; Toler, Dan- 

iel J., 395; Townsend, Nathaniel, 

51; Tucker, John, 142; Wall, James, . 
209; Walsh, Dennis, 312; Ward, 

George W., 197; Washington Col, 

lege, trustees of, 154; Washington 

town, sundry citizens of, 371; 

Weaver, Louis G., 363; Weeks, 

Joseph, 396; Wells, Francis F., 211; 
Western, Thomas G., 164; White, 
and #Bedford, 273; White, Jesse,’ 
205; Whiting, Samuel, 331; Wil- | 
liams, Lewis, 162; Williams, O. C.,* 
212; Wilson, William K., 405; Win- 

ston, William O., 24; Wiseman, D. 

M., 44; Wood, David L., 34; Wor- 

cester, Charles F., 188; Wright, G. 

W., 184; Young, William, 77; Ziller, 

Michael, 209. 

Phelps, Lyman, 206. 

Pierson, Isaac, 20, 26, 27, 45, 369. 

Pilots, see Galveston. 

Pilsbury, Timothy, 117m. 

Pitkin, Guards, 357n. 

Plummer, Mrs. Rachel, 248. 

Port Calhoun, custom house, 30. 

-Port Lavaca, post office, 79. 

. Port of Red River, see Red River: 
collectoral district. 

Porter, Robert H., 1687. 

Porter, Silas, 166. 

Porter, William N., 3, 10; on re- 
trenchment, 59-62, 92; testimony on 
Hansford, 216-7; on funding bill, - 
308-310; executive prerogative, 271.:: 


Potter, Robert, 74, 186, 214, 328n. iR 


Powder, bought of Ward and Ingram, 
254, 272, 395. 

Powell, A. G., and James, 299. 

Prentiss and Hyde, 72, 89. 

President, authorized to perform cer- 
tain duties, 481. 

President’s mansion, repair of, 252. 

Prewit, Josiah, 216, 324. 

Price, John T., 77n., 206. 

Primm, William, daughter of, 34n. 

Prisoners, 205n., see Indians. 

Pritchard, J. P., 15. 


Probate courts, 10, 45, 71, 353, 405, 
430; laws, 10, 36; sales, 36, 45. 
Promissory notes, suspending a fur- 
. ther issue, 15; destruction of can- 

celled, 19, 445-6; effort to keep 
eae 118, 169, 275, 405, 
4 ; entire abrogation recom- 
mended, 255. j a 
Prosecutors to pay costs, 71, 88, 166. 


‘Hoads, 


INDEX 


Protest against Supreme Court bill, 
395 


Public buildings, 252, 253. : 

Public debt, interest due on, 21, 51, 
318; Edmunds on, 282-98; funding 
and redemption, 242, 249, 281, 
302-12, 320; destruction of liabili- 
ties, 421, 422, 446-7. 

Publie documents, 247. 

Public domain, survey on, 382. 

Public printer, election of, 10, 20, 32, 
36, 44n., 89. 

Public printing, bill to regulate, 23, 
44; proposals of printers, 28, 31, 
78, 89; laws in Spanish, 125, 162, 
165, 203; documents printed, 9, 15, 
17, 22, 29, 39, 54, 59, 82, 90, 110, 
189, 188, 196, 218, 246, 247, 268, 
3183n., 350, 352-8, 362, 368, 398. 

Pulaski county 246. 


Rabb, Captain, 127. 

Robb, Thomas J., 187m. - 

Ragsdale, James C., 187n. 

Ragsdale, Thomas, 187n. 

Rangers, Houston county, 188n.; Cap- 
tain Kokernot’s company, 194n.; 
Fannin, Fayette and Bexar coun- 
ties, 127; Robert’s, Jackson’s and 
Sowell’s, 206, 228, 230, 248; Cap- 
tains W. B. and Henry Stout’s 
Rangers, 143, 167, 329n.; Captain 
Box’s company, 247; Barclay’s, 
405n.; Boggy and Trinity, 28, 371, 
400-3, 406. 

Rankin, Peggy, 138, 167. 

Ransom, Major J. B., 9n. 

Raymond, C. H., 16, 74, 448; dn re- 
trenchment, 92-3; on free negroes, 
220; on execution bill, 222, 223; on 

; funding bill, 305-7; on yeto of 

© Greer bill, 400-2. 

ed River collectoral district, 192, 

211, 269; custom house, 445. 

Red River county, 12n., 1857. 


` Reed, Captain, 164m. 


Reed, Isaac, 433, 443. 

Refugio, incorporation of, 422. 

Refugio county, district court, 77, 
ae 184; granted lands, 254, 431, 

Regulators, 247n., 329n. 

Rendition of property, 50, 81, 419. 

Reporter of House, 113. 

Retrenchment, 6, 13, 15, 17, 28; see 
Abolish certain offices. 

Revenue, collection of, 169; in par 
money, 202, 206. 

Revise statutes, 269. 

Richmond, incorporation of, 23, 25, 

33, 50, 78, 79. 

bridges, 


ete., 
companies, 187z. 


incorporating 


Roberts, Henry (Franklin Washing- 


ton), 225, 381, 332. 


INDEX- 


Roberts, Captain Mark R., see Jack- 

‘ son’s company of Rangers. 

Roberts, Moses F., 29, 86; on Hans- 
ford, 212-13; on Regulators, 274n. 

Roberts, Samuel A., 139-42. 

Robertson county, 80, 87, 168, 248, 
367, 369. , 

Robertson, S. H., see T. H. Robinson. 

Robinett, James, 161, 168. 

Robinson, T. H., 205, 229. 

Robinson, Tod, 272; report on loan, 
82-7; on currency, 169-74; on Hans- 
ford, 218; on finance, 255-68; on 
fundinge bill, 282. 

Robinson, Zoroaster, 367n. 

Rogers, Joseph H., 209, 229, 357. 

Romero, Manuel Antonio, 4337. 

Rose, William P., 215. 

Ross, Reuben, 87. 

Ross, Thomas, executrix of, 153, 206, 
330, 367. 

Rules of the House, 5, 6, 9, 32, 155, 
195, 221, 247, 248, 272, 275, 422. 

Rusk, Thomas J., 97n., 214. 

Rusk county, 302, 349. . 

Russell, Alexander, 73. 

Russell, Henrietta, 363n. 

Rutland, B. H., 43-4. 

Ryburn, Hiram W., 192m. 


Sabine, 404, 480. 

St. John, Mr., 842. 

Saligny, Alphonse de, 189. 

Sampier, James Monroe and James 


San Antonio, schooner, 238. 

San Antonio, incorporation of, 367. 

San Augustine, incorporation, 59, 63, 
78 adjourned session of Supreme 
ide 198; Light Horse Company, 


9. 
San Bernard, schooner, 238, 239. 
San Felipe, incorporation, 23, 25, 83, 
San "Jacinto, spoils of battle, 402. 
San Jacinto, schooner, 228. 
San ‘Luis bridge company, 372, 395, 
419. 


San Patricio, contested election,’ 37., 
6n., 12, 14, 16; petition of citjzens, 
16; Minute Men, 6n. i 

Sanchez, Luis, 97, 163, 208, 404. 

Sandifer, G. A., 187. . 

Santa Anna, 120, 126, 127, 146. 

Santa Fé expedition, 62, 63, 70, 
99-109, 120, 127, 158; Burnet’s re- 
ply to committee. 176-82; bill for 
rescue of, 406; memorial citizens of 
Nacogdoches, 409; cost, 415. 

Savoy, Thomas, 161, 168. 

School lands, 30, 118. 

Schooners and other vessels, Hellen, 
78n., Invincible and Brutus, 1837., 
San Jacinto, 228n., Congress, 2283n., 
Mechanic, 2287., Urchin, 228x., Tom 
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Toby, 2697n., Harriet, 162n., Ouach- 
ita, 164n., Cayuga, 395-6, Wharton, 
238; San Antonio, 238; San Ber- 
nard, 288, 239. 

Scientific and literary institutions, 
incorporating, 187. 

Scofield, James, 163n. 

Scott, G. W., 205m. 

Scrip, 422, 428, 

Scurry, Judge Richardson, 215. 

yi rel government, removal of, 396, 


Secretary of State, 3; salary, 94-6; 
denying mandate . from House, 
139-42; clerks, 421. l 

Secretary of the Treasury, 399; com- 
munications, 299-300, 396-7, 398, 
399-400, 412-17, 

Secretary of War, communication 
from, 89; on powder, 272; on 
frontier protection, 327, 328. 

Senate Bills, 

For the relief of Andrew J. Titus 
and others, 87, 118, 240. 

To provide for the erection of a 
potentiate: 89, 185-6, 204-5, 
44 


To repeal an act prohibiting the 
forced sale of slaves, 89, 119, 
165, 166, 185, 194, 202, 219, 
231-3. 

To organize the southern part of 
Milam county for judicial and 
other purposes, 89, 162, 224, 233, 
369. 


Supplementary to an act entitled 
an act to abolish certain offices 
therein named and fix the gal- 
aries of the officers of the civil 
list, and certain others therein 
Soner and for other purposes, 
9 


Relating to the meeting -of Con- 
gress, 89, 162, 163, 253. 

For the relief of the heirs of Cap- 
tain John W. Peacock, 163, 166, 
247, 410. 

To amend an act entitled an act 
to raise a revenue by impost 
duties, 219, 226, 230, 299, 353, 
A 362, 367, 372, 404, 409, 421, 


To provide for the holding of an 
annual adjourned session of the 
Supreme Court in the Eastern 

. section of the Republic, 247, 253, 
ee 330-31, 872-8, 480, 433, 


To raise a revenue by direct taxa- 
tion, 249. 

To prohibit the service of civil 
process and the transaction of 
public business, except the busi- 
ness of the post office on the Sab- 
bath, 362, 405. 
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To reduce into one and amend the 
several acts concerning execu- 
tion, 392, 393-4, 405, 408, 409, 


44i. 

For the relief of Holland Coffee, 
404. 

To incorporate the town of Re- 
fugio, 422. 

To lay out and organize a part of- 
the county of Nacogdoches fot 
judicial and other purposes, 424, 
442. 


„ Establishing the pay of officers of ; 


the Texas Navy, 428. k 
To alter and prescribe the time of.: 
holding the Supreme Court, 430.” 
To renal an act to incorporate the ‘ 
city of Matagorda approved Feb-. 
ruary 5, 1840, 430, 434. . 
Supplementary to an act compen- 
sating officers of the civil list, 
430, 436, 443. ' 
Reviving certain portions of an act : 
regulating the duty of probate 
courts and the settlement of suc- 
cessions, 430. 
Amendatory of the several acts reg- 
ulating judicial proceedings, 431. 
To dispose of certain Indian tribes 
in this Republic, 433. 
Fixing the temporary seat of Jus- 
tice of Milam county, 444. 
Supplementary to an act for the 
relief of the commissary general, 
paymaster general and adjutant 
general of the militia, 444. 


ww 


> To establish the custom house for 


the collectoral district of Red 
River, 445 


Senate Joint Resolutions, 


3 


To suspend the further sale of land 
for taxes, 8, 19, 43, 44. 

Adjourning the election of public 
printer until the 17th instant, 
20, 32. 

Authorizing the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to em- 
ploy extra clerks, 32, 362. 

Substitute for a joint resolution to 
elect a public printer, 36, 44. 

To provide for the distribution of 
ne laws and journals, 89, 126,- 


To authorize the judge of the 3rd 
judicial district to adjourn court 
until the spring term, 117, 164. 

For ‘the relief of Ensign B. Smith 
and Stephen Smith, 367. 


For the relief of N. H. Cochran, 
1849, 


For the relief of Memucan Hunt 
Esqr., late commissioner to run 
the boundary line between the 
United States and Texas, 392. 


INDEX 


z 


Passing a vote of thanks to Cap- 
tain John G. Tod, late commander 
of the naval station at Galveston, 
42i. 

For the relief of Rebecca Brown, 
administratrix of the estate of 
Jeremiah Brown deceased, 421. 

Authorizing and requiring the Sec- 
retary of War and Navy to issue 
certificates of bounty land to the 
officers, seamen and marines of 
the Navy, 422. 

Authorizing the auditor to audit all 
just and legal claims against the 
government, 424. 

For the relief of Eliza T. Logan, 
428, 430. , 

For the relief of Sarah N. Hubert, 
428 


To authorize the President to ap- 
point such person as he may de 
proper to sign his name to the 
exchequer bills, 428. 

Substitute for the joint resolution 
to amend the militia laws, 428. 
Authorizing the president to per- 

form certain duties, 431. 

For the relief of A. C. Macfarlane, 
rx sheriff of Travis county, 

Concerning pay of secretary and 
other clerks of the Senate and 
ee and doorkeeper, 

Authorizing an adjourned session 
of the Supreme Court, 442. 

For the relief of George W. Ter- 
rell, 445. 


Settlers near. the military road, 202. 
Shannon, John, 367. 


eure Charles, 142, 240, 310, 327, 
i : 


Shelby, Anthony B., 97, 269, 407, 415. 
Shelby county, 274. 


Shelbyville, incorporation, 59, 63, 78. 

Shreeve, , 269n., 

Simms, Bartlett, 117. 

Simons, Thomas, 211n. 

Sinks, G. W., 331. 

Slave police, 22, 25, 167, 211, 373, 
392, 397. 

Slaves, see negroes. 

Sloan, Captain Robert, 12n. 

Slocomb, John R., 209, 332, 421. 

Smith, Angeline D., widow of James 
W., 33, 50, 81, 87, 226, 240. 

Smith, Asa, 142n. 

Smith ene 2n. 
ith, Ensign B. and Steph ; 

Smith, James, 117n. aa 

vey General James, 168n., 193, 


Smith, Noah, 142n. 


INDEX 


Smith, Thomas F., on county survey- 
ors, 70-71; on votes, 74; on free 
negroes, 219; on execution bill, 222, 
223; on slaves, 232; on land office, 
279- 80: on exchequer bills, 276. 

Smith, William H., 161in. 

Smith, William P., 224. 

Smithwick, Noah, 302. 

Smyth, George W., 48, 45. 

Snodgrass, William, 211, 357, 410. 

Snody, Amanda, 77. > 

Somervell, Alexander, 162n. 

Somervell campaign, 24n. 

Sowell, Captain Joseph, see Jackson, 
company of Rangers. 

Sparks, W. F., 327, 428. 

Speaker, see Anderson, Kenneth L. 

Spirits, ardent, prohibiting sale to 
Indians, 428. 

Spring Creek county, 331, 371, 428. 

Standefer, M. D., 77. 

Standing committees, 5, 7, 8214. 

“Star money,” 19. 

Starnes, William Hemlin, 229, 250. 

Starr, James H., 350. 

Stephens, I. F., 279, 

Sterne, Adolphus, 164, 168, 205, 272. 

Stivers, Samuel, 241n. 

Stivers, W. B., 241. i 

Stock commissioner, 443. 

Stout, Captain Henry, 143, 167, 197, 

Staut, Captain W. B., 143, 167, 197, 
8329n, 

Stroud, Beden, 78n., 1687n. 

Stroud, Ethan, 1583n. 

Sublett, Philipa, 127. 

Succession, settlement of, 353, “405, 

0 

Suits, tax on, 353. 

Sunday: law, 362. 

Supreme Court, adjourned session, 14, 
15, 38; 50, 189, 198, 240, 247, 253, 
312, 320- 22, 330-1, 362, 372-3, 430, 
433, 437, 442: protest against ad- 
journed session, 395; salary of 
clerk, 119, 162, 165, "036; change 
time and place of holding, 192, 
198-9, 312, 433, 437; publication of 
decisions, 218, 269; session of, 240, 
247, 351, 362; 
236; concerning -cases on docket, 
368, 369 

Surveyors, see county surveyors. 

Surveys on public domain, 302, 319; 
prior to Declaration of Independ- 
ence, 404. 

Swartwout, Samuel, 424n. 

Swartwout, town of, 198. 

Swift, Seth, 194n., 203, 230, 248. 

Swinney, Captain od ohn, 253n. 


Tabasco, money received by navy, 17, 
254, 351, 398. 
“Tahuacana,” 168. 
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Tally, David, 273. 

Tally, John R., 298. 

Tankersly, Richard, 2483n. 

Tannehill, Jesse C., 43, 403. 

Tariff system, see impost duties. 

Tarrant, General E. H., 197n., 356n. 

Tauzin, "Mary V. and J. E., 142, 143. 

Taxes, direct, 25, 27, 44, "949, 398, 
404, 406, 409, 499; on suits, 353; on 
unpatented lands, 51, 81, 119, i94; 
advertising land for, 266, 269, 429; 
in arrears for, 242, 249, 281; col- 
lection of, 63, 64, 101, 149, 163, 
269, 313; on games of chance, 404. 

Taylor, Captain J. W., 382-3. 

Taylor, William, 43x. 

Teal, Peter, 51. 

Terrell, George W., 240, 245, 445. 

ney surveyed by United States, 

Testimony by interrogatories, 19, 33, 
50-1, 424. 

Teulon, George K., 3317. 

Texian prisoners, 192, 226. 

Thomas, J. D., 162n. 

Thomas, John D., 443n. 

Thompson, William W., 187n. 7 

Tidwell, Mrs., 192. 

Tilly, John R., 298. 


- Tilly, Joseph, 329n. 


Titles, to quiet, 397-8. 

Titus, A. J. and B. W., 87, 118, 240. 
Fobin, R. W., 218, 313. 

Toby, Thomas and brother, 2287., 357. 
Tod, John G., 27, 32-8, 38, 421. 
Toler, Daniel J., 395. 

Tom Toby, schooner, 269n. ~~ 
Tompkins, A. M., 205n., 273n., 3287. 
Tonkawas, see Indians. 

Tonnage duties, 51, 255. 

Toucy, Isaac, 3677. 

Towakeny, see Indians. 

Toweash; 163. 

Townsend, Nathaniel, 51. 

Trammel’s Trace, 394n. 


Travelling board of land commission- 
ers, 319 


! ' Travis county, boundaries, 16, 20, 23, 
relief for clerks, : 


31, 81, 210, 270; courts, 164; new 
county, 165n., 168. 

Travis Guard, 136. 

Treasury, 10, 31, 39, 299-300. 399-400, 
390-91, 397, 442. i 

Try college, 77, 162, 163, 183, 408, 


Trinity county, 14, 72. 
Trinity -river, survey of, 219, 240; 
Indians on, 2477. 


Triplett, Colonel Robert, 395r. 
Tucker, John, 142, 357. 
Turley, James, 248, 420. 
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Urchin, schooner, 2287. 

Usher, Patrick, 5; on retrenchment, 
59-62, 70; free negroes, 225n; on 
finance, 242-6; bankruptcy, 268n., 
on veto of Greer bill, 400; vote of 
thanks to Speaker, 447-8. 

Ussery, Humphries, 2537. 


Valedictory address of Speaker, 448-9. 

Van Bibber, John, 206n., 230. 

Van Horne, William, 6n. 

Van Ness, Cornelius, 20, 21; on re- 
trenchment, 3812; on Supreme 
Court, 312, 321-2, 328n.; pay, 421n. 

Vantheusen, Lieutenant B., 20n. 

Van Zandt, Isaac, on recall of Navy, 
114, 115, 128-31; on Santa Fé ex- 
pedition, 63, 70; report, 99-109; im- 
peachment, 109; on penitentiary, 
185, 186; on Hansford, 215-6; on 
funding, 302n. 

Vaughn, Mr., 214. . 

Velasco custom house, 30. 

Victoria, title to town tract, 22, 34, 
77, T9; mail route, 180. 

Victoria county, petition, 77-8, 168, 
190, 301; Minute Company, 6z.; 
boundary, 301. : 

Vivian, B. S., 213, 216, 324. 

Volunteers, Burnet county, 54. 

Votes, presidential, 51, 74-76. 


Wadlington, William, 224n. 

Walker, Martin A., 2537. 

Wall, James, 209, 229. 

Wallace, Benjamin Rush, 270. 

Waller, Edwin, 73n., 3127. 

Walsh, Dennis, 312, 351, 431. 

Walter, James H., & Company, 406n. 

War and Navy Department, archives 
a, 388n; communications, 238-9, 


Ward, Thomas William,, 254n. 

Ward, W. R. D., 218, 216, 324, 

Ward and Ingram, 246, 254, 272, 
281, 395, 398. 

Ward county, 45, 81. 

Warren postoffice, 430, 431, 432. 

Washington-on-the-Brazos, 198; Su- 
preme Court, 330-1; petition of cit- 
izens, 371. 

Washington ‘College, 154. 

Washington county, 269, 404. 

Waters, Major, 1887, 

Watson, W. H., 345.. 

Weaver, Lewis G., 363. 

Webb. James, 54, 74, 75, 828m. 

Webster, Daniel, 7n. 

no J oseph, 396. 
eights and measures, system of, 
65, 88, 313-8, 362, 429, 430. 

Wells, Francis F., 211, 229-30, 404. 

Wells, John, 424, 

Westcott, Leander, 162n. 
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Western, Thomas G., 164, 250, 319. 

Western frontier, see frontier protec- 
tion. 

Wharton, William H., 228. 

Wharton, brig., 238. 

White, James T., 77. 

White, Jesse, 205, 241, 255. 

White and Bedford, 273. 

White, Thomas, 64n. 

Whiting, Samuel, 32, 35, 44n., 177, 
89, 331. 

Willborne, Caleb, 405. 

Williams, Hiram, 253n., 302. 

Williams, Lewis, 162, 165. 

Williams, O. C., 212, 250, 319. 

Williams, Samuel M., see McKinney 
and Williams. 

Williams, William M., 194, 208. 


* Williamson, Robert M., 14, 15, 23, 26; 


report on loan, 82-7; on retrench- 
ment, 59-62; on recall of Navy, 
114, 119-21, 154, 155-6; execution 
bill, 185, 222; executive preroga- 
tive, 271; on veto of Greer bill, . 
400. 

Wilson, William K., 405, 408. 

Winston, William O., 24. - 

Wiseman, D. M., 44, 327, 350. 

Wolfe, Anthony, 1437. 

Wood, David L., 34. 

Wood, George T., on sale of land for 
taxes, 52-4; on retrenchment, 93, 
95; recall of Navy, 114, 126-7; on 
Supreme Court bill, 198, 199; on 
negro bill, 201-2; support of Greer 
bill, 162. 

Worcester, Charles F., 183, 193. 

Wren, Nicholas, 20n. 

Wright, Benjamin, 420. 

Wright, Francis B., 161n., 248, 335, 
841-2, 343, 

Wright, George W., 184, 208, 218. 

Wyatt’s company, 224n. 

Wynns, Archibald, election, In.; negro 
law, 199-200; on penitentiary, 
204-5; on execution bill, 222; on . 
Supreme Court, 198; on finance, 
246; on funding bill, 3802n. 


Young, Richard, 302. 
Toing, William, 77, 137-8, 167, 175, 


Yucatan, recall of Navy, 17, 28, 46-9, 
99, 119-25, 160, 161, 165; letter to 
governor of, 80, 81, 90-1; arrange- 
ments dropped, 230, 238, 239. 


gavala, Lorenzo de, 133. 

Zavala, examination of, 218, 408, 424, 
guns, 238; furniture, 254, 272, 
278-9, 358; correspondence concern- 
ing, 333, 373-87. ` , 

Ziller, Michael, 209, 229, 357. 


